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A conversation between Rav Michael Laitman, PhD with the Kabbalah Academy instructors, Michael Sanilevich and Yevgeny Litvar
Tel Aviv, Israel, April 23, 2008
Y. Litvar: I truly love life in all of its various aspects. Yet I have to admit that most of all I love money. That is why today we chose to talk about money, if you don't mind.

M. Laitman: Everybody speaks about this subject because no one understands what is happening to us. 
Y. Litvar: Exactly so. Here's the first question: God created the Heaven and the Earth. God created animals. God created man. He created everything! Who created money?

M. Laitman: Money was also created by God, if He exists at all, which we will talk about. But money was created by God.
There is a need for a universal equivalent: I give to you, you give to me, we give to others. This is what money was created for. We can take something of value, let's say, a pouch filled with gold or silver. However, we need to estimate everyone's effort, the value of each object or of man's actions. To this end we need an equivalent.

How much does your goat cost? How much is my car worth and how much should I receive for my work or services? All of these things should be measured in something! We call it "money." Money, currency (current value of something), is an approximate equivalent for this and for that.
 Y. Litvar: You answered as an economist, yet our question was addressed to you as a Kabbalist.
M. Laitman: All right, I'll explain this to you in a different way. The fact is that we don't know human nature. If I was born lazy and dumb and he was born industrious, diligent and smart, then we are not equal in this life. Therefore, I will sweat for ten hours and get $10, while he will work for two hours and get $500. The effort that we put in our work is the same. But he is smarter and quicker by nature, so he has an advantage over me. Hence, he will soon become a leader, a manager of a company or a factory. He will gather "dumb" people like me and make them his servants, slaves. However, we don't agree with this!
Y. Litvar: Why not? If the pay is good, I agree.
M. Laitman: No, you don't, because he does nothing; he got these privileges from nature, while you didn't. Why should you suffer as compared to him?

Why am I telling you all this? It is because we are not equal by nature. If our attitude to one another was right, we would have to take into consideration man's physical, inner, mental efforts: how much energy is spent by me and by you? Quite possibly, I would have to work two hours and you – ten hours, because for an energetic person like you ten hours is not much, and for “lazy bones” like me two hours of work is very hard. The reckoning between us would be completely different. The common denominator would be different.
In our life the common denominator is wrong, it is expressed in money. It turns out that for little work you receive a lot, while I get a little for a lot of work. To earn a salary I have to sweat for a whole month and you easily play with millions on the Stock Exchange. Why? It is because you are like this by nature, by chance, by luck. You just lucked it out!
In other words, without an understanding of man's inner essence we can in no way be equal other than by means of this false money. This equivalence is false and the equivalent is no equivalent at all.
As long as we were developing egoistically, this equivalent suited us, we could put up with it. This stopped about two or three hundred years ago. Various revolutions and technical progress started; in our time it is equality of rights, the search of emancipation and so on and so forth. People no longer inwardly agree to this situation.
Egoism grows so much that it demands to be taken into consideration in its original inner form, that is, it wishes us to get to correct estimation: I want to receive what I deserve not because I was so created by nature, but because I wish to be equal to everyone. If we speak of equality of rights, then it should be an inner equality, in accordance with my inner powers and qualities, but not according to the results of one's labor, where everyone can manipulate others by virtue of his natural potential. 
So it turns out that in reality money cannot serve as a universal equivalent. Therefore, today in our global conflict and crisis we approach a crisis in our financial relationships. This total crisis will force us to search for a way to make people equal, to assess every person. We are obliged to consider man’s natural qualities! 

That is where we will face the need to master the science of Kabbalah. 
Y. Litvar: Then we can answer the person who asked this question that God created money to make man feel inequality, can’t we?
M. Laitman: Yes. Very well. It is said so: “Lechu ve titparnesu zeh mi zeh” – “Go and profit from one another,” because by profiting from one another you will understand how wrong the connection between you is and realize the need for correction.
Y. Litvar: We have this question: If God created money, then why didn’t He do this at once, allowing natural exchange to exist for many years? For example, I grow wheat and run around in search of someone who wants my wheat and would give me shoes in exchange for it. I come to the person who doesn’t want my wheat. He wants meat. This is awful! As soon as money appeared, it immediately brought convenience.
M. Laitman: Natural exchange suited people at that time. Everything depends on the development of egoism.
Egoism gradually develops starting with its initial surge in ancient Babylon, when they wanted to build the tower of Babel, to distance one from another, to feel independent; when unity among people ceased to exist and they were scattered around the world. Egoism began to develop and to distance man from other people. Its development consists of certain stages.
Kabbalah tells us that there are five stages of the development of egoism. These five stages of egoism are determined by its inner development within man and determine the type of relationshipship among people, the way they unite, communicate, exchange the products of their labor, and so on.

In other words, natural exchange suited people. They were in such a state when their needs were small: as you say, there were shoes, clothes, food—those were practically all of their needs. Therefore, in the framework of a settlement they could easily provide services to one another and trade their goods without a problem.
Besides, there was a market place, a square, to which they brought all their products. This was sufficient. As soon as there was a need for closer interconnection among people due to the rise of egoism, the number of trades that dealt with things beyond basic necessities (like production of food and clothes) grew. As a result certain equivalents of exchange appeared: pouches of gold or silver, etc.

Y. Litvar: Was money created as an instrument of disunity among people? 
M. Laitman: It was created to connect people. It unites them, helps them find a common language with one another. I show you a pouch filled with gold and you immediately understand what I offer you. You just ask: “What for?”
Y. Litvar: It doesn’t really matter!
M. Laitman: It doesn’t. Everyone already knows. Here’s some gold dust. You weigh it and already understand what it is.

So this is an additional language between people that does not sum up our desires, but reduces them to a common denominator. I desire this money, but I have certain pleasures in mind. You desire this money, but the pleasures that you have in mind are different. Yet we have a common denominator by which each of us evaluates his own pleasures. Here we can already establish contact with each other. Hence, money is the language of communication between people. 
Y. Litvar: Here’s another question: Money possesses incredible magic power. There is no one in the world who is not attracted by it to a greater or lesser extent. People stay up at night, speculate on the Stock Exchange, play roulette, cards and lottery, and give up their last belongings. They are ready to kill, tear apart, rob, devour, and do everything in order to make or get money. Where does this magnetic power of money come from? Where is its source? Perhaps it comes from Satan? 
M. Laitman: There is nothing harmful in the world. Harm lies only in the way we use this or that phenomenon. Therefore, money in itself presents no problem whatsoever, it does no harm and doesn’t come from Satan. Its “satanic” vestments manifest when man misuses it.
Why do I like money? It is because it is a universal equivalent. Now I feel hungry, in a couple of minutes I’ll be thirsty, then I’ll want to sleep, go for a walk, listen to music, have fun, buy something. I have one equivalent for all these things and I have it in my pocket in a compact form. I don’t have to tend my sheep herd or guard tons of my grain—I have it all in my pocket, in a bank, in a money-box. In exchange for it I can acquire quite a variety of pleasures in this world, including honor, respect, power, everything. This gives me a sensation of might. Naturally man is drawn to it. 
Furthermore, most importantly (not even because I can buy all of these things tomorrow), I don’t have to buy barns and warehouses to store everything that I’ll need till the end of my life. A sack of gold is enough for me, and I know that I am well-provided for the rest of my days. Provided with what? With whatever I may need tomorrow. Besides, the most important thing is that I feel the significance of money because everyone respects it. That’s what really matters. The society influences me. It tells me: “Nothing is more important than this.” You can buy everything. Do you like soccer? You can buy yourself a soccer team. 
Y. Litvar: There are precedents for this. 
M. Laitman: Yes. Do you like to play cards? Buy yourself a casino. You may have everything you want.
It turns out that respect for money is so enormous… As in America, you know. This person is worth three million dollars, and that one is worth three billion dollars. Wow! The man is worth three billion dollars! You see? This instantly commands respect. You are a respected person and so am I; we are respected people. So the society’s respect dictates my values; hence, I respect them. Even if by my original nature I had no need for money, I respect it anyway because the society imposes this value on me. 

Y. Litvar: Does money come from Satan?

M. Laitman: No. One shouldn’t misuse it. If it is a universal equivalent, we can thus be connected with one another, understand one another. If I wish to do something nice for you I take an amount of money in accordance with the extent of my love for you and just have to find out what you would like to have instead of these coins. What do you like?
This means that I exchange this filthy lucre for what you like. I thereby express my love for you. So what is here from Satan?
Y. Litvar: So the value of the coins that you spent is…

M. Laitman: It is the equivalent of my love. Can you imagine what it can be like? No “Satan”! On the contrary, it can express love.

Y. Litvar: Does this mean that the rich person loves another more than the poor one?

M. Laitman: No. If he wished to express his love, his ability to do so would be outwardly greater. However, by giving someone a grain of rice, the poor man may inwardly express his love for him (through his inner effort) in a much more powerful way than the rich one who presented him with a ship. 
Y. Litvar: In any case we have to add a certain equivalent of man’s inner effort.

M. Laitman: That is why I say that we come to a situation, when money is not an ideal or true equivalent.

Today we must find a true equivalent in our relationships. Why? It is because our egoistical development demands from us to follow the principle, “Love thy neighbor as thyself.” Money is powerless here. Therefore, at the moment it is being annulled in nature and society.
We enter a very interesting time period: the very basis of connection between people, the egoistical monetary past, the exchange of goods, is disappearing. A totally different realization, definition, assessment of man should come instead. It should include his inner potential: it doesn’t matter if you were born weak, not so clever, industrious or quick while someone else was born with different qualities. We will treat every person according to his/her nature-given inner potential, state. Nature demands this from us: a little from a small one, more from a big one. No one agrees with the situation when all should work eight hours a day. Everyone feels bad about it. 
Y. Litvar: If God or Creator or Nature (we won’t focus on what it was) created money, it follows that money has a spiritual root?
M. Laitman: Money has a spiritual root. The spiritual root of money is a set of properties with which we substitute the quality of “truth.”

Truth underlies the world. Truth means weighing everyone’s specific potential, including his innate properties and abilities. If we could adopt such an attitude to one another at the same time seeing man’s entire inner structure and potential; if I could treat you and you could treat me this way, we would understand each other. We would be able to excuse each other. 
Y. Litvar: In this case we would have no need for money!

M. Laitman: In this case we would have no need for money! That’s right!

Now there is a different question. In our time and throughout our entire history we have been unable to use the truth. Instead of the truth we were using another property in order to communicate with one another. Mainly it was mercy. In other words, if he is poor, we will give him a little more, support him somehow. We will give more to the sick, the wretched and the hungry. Why?

From the point of view of truth this should not be done. But since we can’t correctly balance the relationships between people, we fear that these wretched people will come and destroy our world. They will covet our possessions. Hence we give to Africa and to all sorts of people. This is called using the property of “mercy” instead of the property of “truth.” 
All seems to be well! Religions propagate this view and so do all kinds of good, seemingly merciful and kind communities. In reality we only corrupt people this way. 
So what should be done? Nature does this instead of us! It gives us a very good example. It annuls everything including money and this property of mercy, and nothing helps but a genuine attempt to treat one another in accordance with man’s soul. 
Y. Litvar: Have you just told us about tomorrow?

M. Laitman: Yes.

With man’s soul! I must know your soul and you must know mine, so that we could treat each other according to the root of each of our souls. Today nature begins pushing us towards this. It will beat us until we reach this state, this connection between us. 
M. Sanilevich: You said: “Nature annuls everything.” What did you mean by that? Is something being destroyed?

M. Laitman: Our entire foundation, which we have built on our egoism and on which we hoped to exist, is being destroyed. Today it is simply vanishing, slipping from under our feet. We just can’t go on like this! Enough! We were living on a good ship once. Suddenly it starts sinking, sinking, and sinking. We are in the water. What’s next? Now we can’t even stay afloat.

M. Sanilevich: I just didn’t understand. For instance, people are now dying of hunger in Haiti, are you suggesting that we should refuse to help them?
M. Laitman: Are you asking me how we should act in a specific situation? We should help and at the same time pass on to a different system of relating among ourselves. That’s to say, we have to quickly master the wisdom of Kabbalah that will tell us how all of nature’s parts really interact. 

We have to learn how to reveal everyone’s inner state and establish such a system of relationships. As long as we fail to establish such a system, we must help.

It is the same as when someone attacks me: I have to defend myself. I shouldn’t think: “How did I cause this person to attack me?” I have already done that in accordance with my uncorrected properties, and there’s nothing I can do about it. Therefore, I have to defend myself accordingly in this world while at the same time correcting myself, so that it will never happen to me again. Because people’s and nature’s negative attitude to me was caused by my imbalance with nature.

The same goes here. We caused famine by our imbalance with nature. It is approaching now. It will move northward. It will move towards all the developed countries. These billions of hungry people will march to Europe. China will flood into Russia. We’ll be able to do nothing! The dollar will collapse as an equivalent; it will be impossible to buy or sell something. Nothing can be done!
The rich will stop selling you grain because they will be able to produce a ton of fuel from it and sell it at a higher price than bread. If a barrel of oil will cost $200, they will prefer to make fuel from food products because it will be worth more. What difference does it make for them how many people will go hungry due to the lack of food? 
Therefore, this hunger march of billions will now move from the south to the north and will bring good results. There will be a need to provide aid to all of these countries and collectively work together or else it will be hard to survive! Plus the raging wars… 
On the whole, we hope that the development of Kabbalah and its dissemination will play a major role. This is because we don’t see while thinking: “This is a grain of sand in the sea. Who knows about it?” Even those who do know can’t agree with it. It doesn’t matter! The dissemination occurs through inner channels, which are beyond man’s awareness. A feeling, an understanding of some inner part of nature, the inner consent to it and the need for interrelationships at a different level already appear in people’s consciousness (and even in sub-consciousness).
M. Sanilevich: I have the following question: As an employer I can’t even understand or inwardly agree: seeing my employee’s potential, how can I agree to the fact that one person will work for two hours and another,for eight hours? Do you believe in this? Can this ever happen? How is this possible at all? And, as an employer, how will I agree to it? 
M. Laitman: You will agree to it because you will see that in such a case you, as an employer, are in the most balanced state with nature. You will benefit from it! You want to benefit after all, don’t you? Now you finally understand that billions of dollars that you have made are reduced by half, then again by three quarters, and then disappear no one knows where. 
M. Sanilevich: No, seeing the person’s inner potential, I will hire diligent and industrious workers.

M. Laitman: No, you won’t do that, because this way you will lose. Your equivalent will not be the money that you will make on those people. It will be maximum accord and harmony with the surrounding nature, because this is our greatest reward.

Y. Litvar: You mean that human values will change? 

M. Laitman: Certainly. Will money represent values?! It has already stopped being a value. You’ll be sitting on a sack of money dying of hunger and no one will take it from you. Who will need it? Show a piece of shining gold to a child; he will play with it for a minute and then drop it. It is the same with the rest of people. What is in it other than the value that can be acquired for it? And what if it’s impossible? Go to an island where people live on the basis of natural exchange and take your sack of gold with you. Who will need it? You will come to a blacksmith and he will say: “Yes, I’ll take it from you and will give you a pair of boots for it.” “Why?” “Because I will make adornments from it. Someone may need them.” If this gold has no value, what are you going to do with it? 
We don’t have any gold here, just plastic cards. Nothing stands behind them. You can’t even scrap them as metal.

M. Sanilevich: I have a question. You mean that a Kabbalist sees this inner potential of every person and knows what he is capable of?

M. Laitman: Of course! This is the level of connection between us, to which nature wishes to bring every one of us. We should be connected so that I will not see somebody in the following way: “Wow! This guy is strong. He can be a good slave of mine. Perhaps I would trade a pair of boots for him.”

I buy him, put a collar on his neck and now he belongs to me. Look what they do in hi-tech industry today. Your kids go to my kindergarten, your wife works for me, I give you a car. That’s it. You sign the contract and you are a slave with a collar on your neck.

M. Sanilevich: I want to remind you once again that we collected these questions from the Internet, so probably 99% of the time they come from people who never heard about Kabbalah. 

M. Laitman: Well, then we will try to explain things in simple terms.

M. Sanilevich: A question from the Internet: What are the spiritual roots of patronage of art and culture?
The question is rather long, so I will briefly render it: Do people enjoy both giving and receiving? The main thing is pleasure, isn’t it? 
M. Laitman: Respect, esteem, power, influence, recognition by the society are more important than money. I worked for a month and earned $2000. Let’s say it’s a decent salary here today. I go to a store and buy a suit. What for? Because I am invited to a wedding or some other event this week. If I go there in my everyday suit, people will not respect me and I will feel ashamed. To work for a month in order to show off there for a couple of hours, so that others will look at you and approve?!
Do you see what man does?! He spent so much time and effort! You can stay at home and do nothing for a month. It is better than to show up for an hour before some people who will approve your clothes just to avoid shame. Can you imagine this?!

Here we speak about patronage. “He loves music and art. He made a contribution to that place.” Even if no one knows about it, he is full of self-esteem. Furthermore, if others show him their respect, they will hang a plaque on the wall… He is a respected man! This is much more important than money and labor! How many people would gladly give, if they knew that in reward they would win respect? By the way, many crooks take advantage of this. They tease people, promising recognition and fame, and people give.

Besides, there is love for certain arts, as in the case of a famous Mr. Abramovich [a Russian billionaire, who owns Chelsea Football Club - transl.]. He loves soccer. Maybe he really loves it, I don’t know, maybe it is simple and brings profit, and maybe both. I like jazz, so I’ll be a patron of jazz. For me it is both patronage and pleasure at the same time. Many different human needs can simultaneously be factors. 

In other words, nothing here goes beyond the bounds of egoism, that’s what I mean. This is the same egoism, even at a higher level, because as in my example with a suit that I bought with my monthly salary, I am ready to spend a great deal of money. For the sake of what? To be respected for an hour like others.

Y. Litvar: Meaning that there are different levels of pleasure? 
M. Laitman: Sure!

Y. Litvar: Money turns out to be at a lower level than power. Do I receive pleasure from power or greater respect?
M. Laitman: The greatest pleasure of all is to deserve esteem and importance in the eyes of society.

Y. Litvar: Honour, fame?

M. Laitman: Only after man can disregard it for the sake of a higher goal, will he be able to enter the Upper World. Only then does he begin to feel the spiritual world. This is because the general human global egoism stops being a value for him. 
Y. Litvar: Women, money, cars, houses, architecture, culture… Is all of this smaller than my inner aspiration and desire to be a respected and distinguished person?

M. Laitman: Undoubtedly and undeniably! Unless you already revealed this, you are still an insufficiently developed egoist, and it is still ahead of you.
If you come to a villager and start saying these things, he will say: “Are you kidding? Fetch a bottle of home-brew, a good piece of lard and we won’t need anything else.” Yet if you take a look at him or his children (let alone grandchildren) in one or two decades, you will see totally different people. 

In his developed egoism man finally reaches a state when being significant, respected, distinguished and powerful is the most important thing for him! In other words, the imperceptible things are neither in gold nor in money. They are abstract: I am respected, well-known and esteemed – this is the main thing! This is the ultimate expression of man’s egoism. That is why the person who reaches such a state encounters a problem of rising above it. Above this egoism is already the spiritual level of bestowal and love. 
Y. Litvar: Why did God create everything in such a way that man can’t feel the things that you describe? You talk about it as if you have researched it all under a microscope and sorted it all on shelves. Man doesn’t feel it. Why?
M. Laitman: He will. 

M. Sanilevich: Why are you saying that man doesn’t feel it? I was in the army and there were a few thousand men around me when a general approached me and shook my hand. I enjoyed it enormously and still remember the feeling. And you are saying that man doesn’t feel it.
Y. Litvar: You received it for your merits. The general shook your hand because you deserved it, didn’t he?

M. Sanilevich: What difference does it make? People do feel it.

There is another question from the Internet: I can buy pleasure for money. Why is it difficult for some people to part with money, while others do it easily? There are people who suffer because of that.
M. Laitman: This is because people assess values differently. One values money, another finds great value in a concert, the third one’s value is in traveling, and the fourth one likes good food, etc.

It seems to you that one easily parts with money and another does not. The first one doesn’t part with money easily. No one parts with anything! Everyone simply exchanges a small pleasure for a big one in the form, in which he perceives smaller or bigger pleasures.
I am ready to spend a month’s salary on a week’s trip to see some beautiful places, nature. I really love it and sometimes afford it. This is my pleasure. If another person earns this amount of money, he finds it more important to buy a new car, the third one prefers going on the booze, and so on. Everyone makes his own choice. 
Yet no one parts with anything. It seems to you that he wastes his monthly salary in a restaurant. He doesn’t! For him it’s a show on the one hand: he is respected, he is a talk of the town; he is full of self-esteem for he can afford to booze with friends is such a grand way. On the other hand, he really loves boozing with his friends. For him these pleasures are worth a lot more than money; otherwise his egoism wouldn’t allow him to trade one thing for the other. We always trade at a profit! Pleasure disappears in one place and appears in a more luring form elsewhere. 

Put a cup of coffee in front of me instead of this glass of water. Naturally, I’ll take coffee because I won’t want water anymore. Coffee simply contains more pleasure for me. Man moves forward only this way; constantly choosing, sniffing like a dog: what brings me more pleasure? 

Y. Litvar: Any man?
M. Laitman: Yes! Even the most spiritual person that you can imagine.

Y. Litvar: Do good people behave in the same way?

M. Laitman: Even more than insignificant or bad ones.

Y. Litvar: Kabbalists simply like offending people. In previous broadcasts you called us animals (laughter), now you are calling good people egoists. 
M. Laitman: I’ll explain the meaning of the word “good” to you. Good people with well developed egoism are ready to exchange money and even such bodily pleasures as rest and calm for something they do for others. This is more important, enjoyable, and meaningful for them. This way they quench their egoism. Still this is the same egoism!
Y. Litvar: Perhaps you just envy them?

M. Laitman: I understand that unfortunately all their attempts are pointless.

Y. Litvar: Nevertheless, all of humanity loves these people, respects and honors them. They are even called saints and awarded orders.

M. Laitman: The knowledge that these actions will, on the contrary, lead to even greater suffering… It is like when you give your son everything and as a result you spoil him. You should teach him, give him games, assignments, and exercises. Instead you give him everything ready. By the way, by giving him everything you cultivate not his love for you, but hatred.
Y. Litvar: Why?

M. Laitman: Try to think why this happens.

Y. Litvar: Well, I am a good dad: I give and give. He is supposed to love me. 
M. Laitman: No. By giving him everything you destroy his desire. He doesn’t enjoy your gifts. He had no desire for them, he didn’t suffer in order to attain them; therefore, when you give him everything ready he feels disgust. There is no pleasure in it for him; hence, he starts hating you. It turns out that parents are ready to sacrifice everything for their children, give them everything, and children spit on them and hate them.

Y. Litvar: You mean that if we give primitive nations modern culture… 
M. Laitman: You see it with your own eyes! What don’t we give to Africa and all the others?! In return they curse the West even more and say that the West owes them everything. The United States decided to stop discriminating blacks in the fifties, to love and respect them. You can curse a white man all you want, but try to say a word to an Afro-American and they’ll throw the book at you. Well, did they receive respect, understanding and compassion from blacks in return? They get kicked and called “white swine.” This happens all over the country.

This is because by so doing you annul the desire! Suffering must not be destroyed! We should just help people correctly fill it. This is the meaning of the science of Kabbalah, the science of reception, not just receiving and not just to giving. 
Y. Litvar: You speak about suffering as if it is some positive factor in man’s life.

M. Laitman: Of course it’s positive! If only I know how to fill it without destroying it, so that while sitting at a lavishly laid table I could eat to my heart’s content without annulling my appetite, I would be able to fill it all the time.
Y. Litvar: When you use the word “suffering,” do you also mean appetite? 

M. Laitman: Yes, I mean any desire to be filled. 

Y. Litvar: In other words, you call the simple phrase “I want,” suffering?

M. Laitman: Of course. This is a source of everything.

Y. Litvar: For me suffering is when someone thrashed me on the head with a brick.

M. Laitman: If you are a little hungry, this means…

Y. Litvar: This simply means that I am hungry.

M. Laitman: And what if you are famished? Is it already suffering?

Y. Litvar: Yes it is.
M. Laitman: So the difference lies only in the size of emptiness that you feel?
Y. Litvar: As a scientist, you are saying now that any deficiency, be it below or above zero level, is already suffering regardless of its magnitude? 
M. Laitman: If it is below zero level, then it is suffering, if it is above zero level, it is pleasure.
Y. Litvar: So a person may not define it as suffering, whereas as a scientist you will define it as such. Is that correct?

M. Laitman: Yes, of course. For me these are values and vectors.
M. Sanilevich: I have a simple question. Can there be any greater pleasure in our world than recognition?
M. Laitman: No. Recognition in the eyes of society is man’s ultimate pleasure and he cannot give it up. I am saying: “in the eyes of man” because if a person enters a state when the most important thing for him is to survive, then he descends from the level of man to the level of an animal. There is no insult, simply his egoism, his inner force compels him to restrict himself this way. He then doesn’t care what level he is at: knowledge, bestowal, attainment, respect, power, fame. None of that matters to him; he cares only for the health of his body. He then lowers himself. Egoism forces him to work at the animate level and he doesn’t care. He would pick leftovers and doesn’t care what others think about him, just like a dog or a cat in the street. 
I am speaking about man though. If we speak about the growth of egoism, human egoism is influenced by society and is completely dependent on it and the main thing is recognition, respect, positive appraisal in the eyes of society. 

M. Sanilevich: What is above that?

M. Laitman: In our world nothing is above that. Above that is only the spiritual.
M. Sanilevich: What is the spiritual?

M. Laitman: The spiritual means rising above any self-interest and works only in integration with the entire universe.

M. Sanilevich: What does man get in return?

M. Laitman: In return he attains the sensation of all nature, universal and eternal, as well as his eternal and perfect flow within it. He then loses all sensation of belonging to this world, to this body in its egoistical desire and begins to identify himself with nature, eternity and perfection. He exists in this state although he lives, exists in his body. 
Y. Litvar: You’ve just admitted that you love nature. So merging with nature is good and positive for you, isn’t it?
M. Laitman: In other words, am I at the vegetative level? 

Y. Litvar: I don’t know. You said so. I am listening to you and don’t understand. I don’t like merging with nature. I am not attracted by what you described; I don’t want to enter your spirituality. I don’t like nature the way you like it. To me nature is just nature.
M. Laitman: What do you mean by saying “nature”?

Y. Litvar: I don’t know what nature is.

M. Laitman: For you it means to go and see fields and forest, doesn’t it?

Y. Litvar: Yes, forests, beautiful cliffs, chirping birds. What else can nature mean? Are you speaking about something else?

M. Laitman: I meant the Higher nature: when man begins to feel all the forces that interact in the world, above our forces that govern our world and each person, the forces that harmoniously propel all of this nature to the goal, to interconnection in the state of eternity and perfection.

When you plunge into it, you don’t dissolve or disappear; you simply absorb all these forces and attain a state of eternal and perfect life, of true existence within you. Naturally, this small, petty, dependent, sordid, and limited state, in which we exist in this world, disappears; you stop feeling it. Surely, if you could feel this state, this Higher nature, you would decide that it’s worth buying a ticket there. 

Y. Litvar: So it follows that all the pleasures of this world are so worthless relative to whatever awaits me in these spiritual worlds, which you now described. You’ll show me that I will completely agree to part with all this, it will no longer interest me, and move somewhere where everything will be sweet and good.  
M. Laitman: No. I will not show it to you for nothing, and no one will. First you must clearly see that your current pitiful egoistical desire is worthless and that you yourself need to choose to ascend to a higher, better level.
Y. Litvar: I am ready to ascend, if it is better there, but you don’t say that.

M. Laitman: I am not saying it is better there because you are unable to appreciate this “better,” because you have no need for it yet. I have to wait until you feel hunger for it. We said that hunger should not be destroyed. If I offer you this spiritual now…

Y. Litvar: As to an African?..

M. Laitman: Or as a father who continuously pours gifts on his son. I should give you only in accordance with the desire that emerges within you. Therefore, my attitude to you is primarily aimed at whetting your appetite for what I wish to give you. When this appetite within you is sufficiently developed, then I will show you how you can achieve whatever you desire. 
Y. Litvar: Adam Smith, the Scottish economist, said 300 years ago that money is the only product in our whole world that was exclusively created for giving to others. Do you agree with him?

 M. Laitman: I don’t know what he meant by the words “for giving to others.” It means that I will certainly have to give my money to others, but it will be in order to receive pleasure, fulfillment that I need. Is this what the words “for giving” mean? 

Y. Litvar: They mean that money is the only thing that I never need. I need it only to give it to somebody in exchange for something else.

M. Laitman: Does this mean “for giving”?! This means “for receiving something that benefits me.”

Y. Litvar: Of course. He didn’t mean the spiritual body for the sake of bestowal.

M. Laitman: So it’s not bestowal. As a kind of a comic aphorism it sounds good, meaning that you won’t eat your money, but will have to exchange it for something.

 Y. Litvar: Another question from the Internet: Was money created by the Supreme Teachers as an instrument for exercising love among people?

M. Laitman: Yes! To realize that money can’t really buy something that will fill me. 

Y. Litvar: Now I’ll ask a very personal question. Once when I was still a very young man and was looking for a bride, I had a test as any other man.

M. Laitman: What “test”?

Y. Litvar: Well, it was a kind of an inner criterion. One of the questions that interested me and which I asked girls was: “How much do you love money?” One very pretty girl said that she had no love for it at all. I married her at once. As soon as we were married it became clear that she had said the truth. She didn’t love money, but loved everything that can be obtained in exchange for it. 
Here’s my question: what should poor husbands do to please their self-denying wives? And how much money does the husband need to satisfy all of his wife’s demands?
M. Laitman: In principle, I think that a woman is much less greedy than a man. Her needs are more of an inner quality than those of a man. She is ready to live in a tent with the man she loves. This is really so. If she feels that she loves him, she will put up with a decent tent. 
Y. Litvar: Remember what Henry Ford once said? “You may purchase a car of any color as long as it is black.” She is certainly ready to live in a tent if it has three floors and two parking levels. Right?
M. Laitman: No. No. This may be so in today’s corrupt society. In reality, if you deeply analyze a woman, you’ll see it is not so. In the correct relationship between a man and a woman, if a man is able and ready to give her an inner sensation of fulfillment with his attitude to her (provided they enjoy a minimal, normal living standard), she will not feel deprived of anything. 
Y. Litvar: I am trying to translate your words to my language. A woman doesn’t regard money as an equivalent of happiness, does she?

M. Laitman: She does not. I am absolutely sure of that. For a man it is really so because he also craves power, recognition in the eyes of society and so on. For a woman these values are secondary and, in principle, she doesn’t feel them. 

Y. Litvar: A question from the Internet: “Can I consider inflation a family member, if it regularly eats up a part of my salary?” We can just smile and go on.

M. Laitman: Generally speaking, yes. Actually I think this man will have many more “kids” with this inflation. This is just a beginning.
Y. Litvar: The next question: Do coins or bank-notes carry information about their previous owners? 

M. Laitman: No. Money really has no smell.

Y. Litvar: Does money leave a train of bloody crimes?
M. Laitman: Yes it does.

Y. Litvar: Will the new owner of such money become a criminal?

M. Laitman: Just because he received these bank-notes? No.
Y. Litvar: What can one learn from money about those people who held it in their hands?

M. Laitman: Nothing. It’s all nonsense. You can learn who owned it and who didn’t at the level of extrasensory perception, but this information is of the animate level. Therefore, it is of no importance to me. So what if a murderer held it in his hand? Money passes through millions of hands. 
Y. Litvar: Nevertheless, does money hold this information? 

M. Laitman: Of course, the information exists, but everything holds information, not only money. 
Y. Litvar: Next question: “Doctors have a firm conviction that laughter prolongs life. (If so, then with my funny salary I will live forever.) 

Now the question: “Why are there people who make little money and those who make a lot of money? Where are the roots of such monetary inequality?” You have partly explained this…
M. Laitman: Man’s innate qualities determine everything. A person from a small town suddenly becomes the president of a company or a state. Where do Yeltsins come from? Why is this so? It’s destiny. What kind of destiny? Man has certain qualities, concourse of circumstances etc., but basically this depends on the person himself.
Y. Litvar: We have prepared a small surprise for you.

M. Laitman: Is it a pouch with money?

Y. Litvar: No, as we discovered, it turns out not to be such a great pleasure. We have prepared a topic for our next broadcast: “Karma.” The question about the roots of monetary inequality belongs right there. Is one person destined to be poor and another rich? 

M. Sanilevich: Does man have a free choice to be rich or poor? 
Y. Litvar: How come that one is lucky and another has no luck with money? 
M. Laitman: Absolutely everything is predetermined, everything! You can’t change anything in the picture of whatever happens to you in our world totally regardless of your wish and yourself, except for one thing: your spiritual ascent.
Y. Litvar: Does this mean that as soon as I start working on my spiritual advancement, my constrained state ends? 

M. Laitman: Your constrained state continues at the level of our world and becomes realized only in the spiritual world. At our world’s level you have no freedom whatsoever; neither now, nor afterwards. 
M. Sanilevich: Even the Kabbalist is not free?
M. Laitman: Even the Kabbalist, because for him this world becomes a means for the attainment of the Upper world; then in his spiritual actions in our world he is free.

Y. Litvar: If I were the owner of the largest advertising agency in the world and had an enormous staff, I would certainly refuse to hire you as my employee.

M. Laitman: This is because you still don’t understand… 

Y. Litvar: This is because you say the truth all the time, even when no one asks for it.

M. Laitman: No, that’s not the point. As of today, you don’t understand the truth and can’t appreciate how much you need it. The main thing for you today is a purse with money that your company (for example, an advertising agency) will give you.

Y. Litvar: Yes. 

M. Laitman: If you could see the true picture, you would realize that the enormous, everlasting gain, not just for today or tomorrow, but for your entire eternal life, is to use your advertising agency for dissemination of Kabbalah as the method of correction of egoism.

Y. Litvar: But in your own words: “Children and less developed people should not be given such things prematurely.” 

M. Laitman: Correct circulation accelerates man’s realization of what “a good appetite” means and what “correct fulfillment” is. You don’t give man fulfillment. You just prepare him in advance and without blows for correct fulfillment and life. 
Y. Litvar: So with regard to people who are watching this broadcast now, presumably have no interest in Kabbalah and need to continue developing - does this help them anyway?
M. Laitman: Of course! 

Y. Litvar: Even if they say “It’s all nonsense!” in their hearts?

M. Laitman: Tomorrow destiny will deliver new blows. They are predetermined for each and every one of us. A person can go through these blows with higher understanding and thus soften them or even pass from one state to another without feeling them. Egoism will be growing in any case, and so will the number of blows. Yet man will not feel them because he will realize their causes and effects. 
Y. Litvar: So Kabbalah helps people in this world?

M. Laitman: Certainly! It helps everyone. Why else should it be disseminated? We don’t need it for the world to come.

Y. Litvar: I agree to hire you to my advertising agency. Now I really do. 
