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HEBREWS AT COMMENTARY

HEBREWS BACKGROUND

Resources

· Philip Mauro’s commentary

· Ye are come to Zion by Austin Sparks

The letter to the Hebrews chapter twelve, verse 22: "Ye are come unto mount Zion" - "I lay in Zion a chief corner stone" - "Ye are come to Zion". This letter to the Hebrews (as it is traditionally called but, as it has proved to be in the dispensation, this most serious document for the church) was written at a crisis. It had to do, and it will again have to do, with a crisis; a turning point in the dispensation. It is not sure, to our knowledge, when the letter was written. Opinion differs, but the difference only amounts to a matter of perhaps two or three years, but it is very strongly believed that it was written about the year 69 A.D.; in the year 70 A.D. the whole Jewish system - as centred in Jerusalem and the temple and the priesthood - was swept away. That was the year when everything changed from what it had been for many centuries: an established system, a recognised and accepted world system of religion with its teaching and its practice. In A.D. 70 it was swept into the vortex of that overflowing of the pagan world: hostile to God. And from that day to this, there has been no temple in Jerusalem. The nation has been scattered, and the Jewish system has been practically inoperative as it was before. Anticipating that turn in the centuries, in the dispensation, the Holy Spirit led to the writing of this letter; the producing of this document. If read in the light of that great, historic event, it is much better understood, appreciated; its significance is more clearly grasped. Yes, a mighty age crisis is represented by the letter to the Hebrews - nothing less than: The Passing of a System or an Economy. If we look into that and examine it as to what it was that was passing, what that signified, we shall get the real, abiding message of this letter and we shall see that what is here in its real signifi​cance and abiding meaning, will lie behind another crisis - which crisis we are in our day seeing. Dear friends, it is no exaggeration to say that you and I have come actuallyto live in a time when the whole complexion of things in Christian tradition is changing. [Sparks] /

From the book of Hebrews to the end of the NT it is all about true faith and enduring faith.

See Mauro's excellent commentary on the book of Hebrews. / This volume does not contain an exposition of Hebrews. Its purpose is rather to carry out, so far as the Lord may enable, the injunction to exhort one another daily, so long as it is called “Today.” Another “Day” is soon coming; indeed, we can clearly see it approaching. In that day it will be too late to give heed to the exhortations found in this portion of God’s Word, and to gain the recompense of the reward that depends upon the heed given thereto. The Epistle is addressed to “Hebrews,” and the individual most frequently and most prominently mentioned in it is Abraham, who is specifically designated “the Hebrew” (Genesis 14:13). Those acquainted with the Hebrew tongue tell us that the word signifies one who passes over or through. We may, therefore, regard a Hebrew as a “passenger”; and certainly the message of the Epistle is for those who are passengers in this age, who have here no continuing city, but seek one in the age to come. The message is not for Israelites, who have a place in the world and a mission to the nations thereof, but for Hebrews, who are simply passing through the world, having no place or standing therein. The true Hebrew is one who has come out of the country of his birth, leaving all its advantages and associations, because he has heard and believed the report of a better country which he has never seen; and he is now passing through the intervening territory, not settling therein, and not mindful of the country whence he came out, though having opportunity to return thither. Of such it is written that God is not ashamed to be called their God, and He has prepared for them a city. Abraham was not an Israelite. Abel, Enoch, Noah, Sarah, Isaac, Rahab were not Israelites. Moses was, rather a Hebrew than an Israelite, for he never had a place in the Land of Promise. These were all true Hebrews, who had seen by faith the far-off promises, and were persuaded of them, and confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth. The Scriptures speak of many things that God has prepared for them that love Him — things which are in the nature of rewards, not gifts, and are quite distinct from remission of sins and eternal life. These latter are gifts bestowed upon all who believe; but not all believers will obtain the rewards. Great is the reward promised to those who maintain the character of Hebrews “to the end”; and correspondingly great is the loss that will be incurred by those who, through neglect or unbelief, turn aside from the pilgrim’s path. In view of this, we would point out, as plainly as possible, the dangers to which God’s pilgrims are exposed, and the provision that He, in wondrous grace, has made to safeguard them from those dangers. May it be the purpose of both writer and readers to be “not slothful, but followers of them who, through faith and patience, inherit the promises”“ It may be of interest to the reader to learn that the writing of this book was begun and finished on the memorable voyage of the Steamship Carpathia which was interrupted by the rescue of the survivors of the Titanic, and by the return with them to the port of New York. This is not the place to speak of the harrowing scenes and distressing incidents of the four days of that return trip. But that event — the sudden and dramatic overthrow of the latest and greatest human achievement of its kind, the most conspicuous objectin the world — which stirred all Christendom to an unprecedented degree, served to impress powerfully upon the writer’s mind the truth that the day is at hand for the shaking of all things, when the loftiness of man shall be bowed down, and the haughtiness of men shall be made low; and they shall go into the holes of the rocks, and into the caves of the earth for fear of the LORD and for the glory of His majesty, when He ariseth to shake terribly the earth. The destruction of the Titanic is a foreshadowing of what is about to happen to the great “civilization” upon which man has expended his energies, and in which he puts his confidence. For the unconverted, the obvious lesson of this tragic event is to inquire concerning the lifeboat. But there are also solemn and important lessons in it for the saints of God. Some of those lessons the writer has endeavored to set forth in the following pages. [Mauro] /

Consider this section from the epistle to the Philippians to be an important “key” to understand Hebrews:

“But whatever gain I had, I counted as loss for the sake of Christ. Indeed I count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them as refuse, in order that I may gain Christ and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own, based on law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God that depends on faith; that I may know him and the power of his resurrection, and may share his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, that if possible I may attain the resurrection from the dead. Not that I have already obtained this or am already perfect; but I press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. Brethren, I do not consider that I have made it my own; but one thing I do, forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus. Let those of us who are mature be thus minded; and if in anything you are otherwise minded, God will reveal that also to you. Only let us hold true to what we have attained. Brethren, join in imitating me, and mark those who so live as you have an example in us. For many, of whom I have often told you and now tell you even with tears, live as enemies of the cross of Christ. Their end is destruction, their god is the belly, and they glory in their shame, with minds set on earthly things. But our commonwealth is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ”(Philippians 3:7–20; some key words and phrases emphasised by myself). [Friedel Hansen] /

Genesis: man ruined, Exodus: man redeemed, Leviticus: man worshiping. 
EXODUS 

Exodus offers pardon 
God’s approach to man 
Christ is Savior 
Man’s guilt is prominent 
God speaks out of the mount 
Man is made nigh to God 
LEVITICUS 

Leviticus offers purity 
Man’s approach to God 
Christ is Sanctifier 
Man’s defilement is prominent 
God speaks out of the tabernacle 
Man is kept nigh to God 
The five offerings and the law of them. Sweet savor offerings (person of Christ), Burnt offering (Christ our substitute), Meal offering (loveliness of Christ), Peace offering (Christ our peace), Non-sweet savor offerings (work of Christ on cross), Sin offering (sin as a nature), Trespass offering (sin as an act).  [Vernon McGee] /

Time:  AD 67-69 (21st)

Stats:  13 chapters/303 verses/6 913 words/17 question/270 verses of history/9 verses of fulfilled and 24 verses of unfulfilled prophecy
Key People:

Abel—son of Adam and Eve; offered a more acceptable sacrifice to God than his brother did (11:4; 12:24)

Enoch—lived in close fellowship with God; taken up to heaven without dying (11:5)

Noah—obeyed God and built the ark (11:7)

Abraham—followed God to become the father of the Jewish nation (2:16; 6:13–11:19)

Sarah—trusted God to give her a child in her old age (11:11)

Isaac—son of Abraham and Sarah; blessed his sons, Jacob and Esau, according to the will of God (11:9–20)

Jacob—son of Isaac; blessed and adopted Joseph’s sons before his death (11:9, 20–21)

Joseph— believed God would deliver the nation of Israel out from Egypt (11:22)

Moses—courageously served God and led Israel out of Egypt (3:2–16; 7:14–12:25)

Rahab—obeyed God by sheltering Israelite spies in her home (11:31)

Old Testament people of faith—accomplished great deeds for God and also suffered great persecution (11:32–40)

Key Term:  “Better” (1:1-3). This book repeatedly makes the case that Christ and Christianity is better or superior to the old way of the old covenant.  The word ‘better’ (Greek, kreitton or kreisson) appears twelve times.
Key Words:
Covenant: Greek diatheke—8:6, 8–10; 9:4; 10:16, 29; 12:24—literally, “agreement,” “will,” or “testament.” In 9:15–20, the author of Hebrews explains why the New Covenant (8:7) has completed the first covenant made at Mount Sinai. The author uses the word diatheke throughout the section as an analogy to a “will.” Just as the contents of a will go into effect when a person dies, so Christ’s death initiated the New Covenant that frees us from bondage to the first covenant.

Mediator: Greek mesites—8:6; 9:15; 12:24—literally, “a go-between” or “intermediary.” Paul characterizes Moses as a mediator of the covenant at Mount Sinai. Moses acted as a communication link between God and the Israelites. He informed the Israelites of their covenant obligations and also appealed to God on Israel’s behalf (see Galatians 3:19–20). Acting in the same position, Jesus is the Mediator of the New Covenant. He activated this covenant through His own sacrifice on the cross. He now sits at the right hand of the Father interceding for us (7:25).

Redemption: Greek apolutrosis—9:15—literally, “redemption.” When used by the New Testament writers, this word, and its related term, lutrosis, signify redemption. Redemption reflects the act of freeing, releasing, or buying back by paying a ransom price. The ransom price for humanity’s sin is death. Yet, Christ paid this ransom price through His own sacrifice (1 Peter 1:18–19) and thus freed us from the bondage of sin, to be brought back into the family of God (Galatians 3:13; 4:5).

Key Text:
Hebrews 1:1-3  Nadat God baiekeer en op baie maniere in die ou tyd gespreek het tot die vaders deur die profete, het Hy in hierdie laaste dae tot ons gespreek deur die Seun  2  wat Hy as erfgenaam van alles aangestel het, deur wie Hy ook die wêreld gemaak het.  3  Hy, wat die afskynsel is van sy heerlikheid en die afdruksel van sy wese en alle dinge dra deur die woord van sy krag, nadat Hy deur Homself die reiniging van ons sondes bewerk het, het gaan sit aan die regterhand van die Majesteit in die hoogte,

Provocation & Context:

Extensive use of the Old Testament, an emphasis on the Levitical priesthood and on sacrifices, as well as the absence of any reference to the Gentiles, support the conclusion that a community of Hebrews was the original recipient of the epistle. Although these Jews were primarily converts to Christ, probably a number of unbelievers were in their midst who were attracted by various degrees to the message of salvation but who had not yet made a full commitment of faith in Christ.

The contents of the epistle make it clear that this community of Hebrews was facing the possibility of intensified persecution (10:32–39; 12:4). Under this pressure, the Hebrews were tempted to cast aside any identification with Christ. They may have considered demoting Christ from God’s Son to a mere angel. Others had certainly done so. These kinds of doctrinal aberrations would explain the emphasis in Hebrews on the superiority of Christ over angels.

Since the time of Cain and Abel two diametrically opposed tendencies are seen in the human race.  We see them in the history of Israel.  There always was the remnant in Israel, a little group which offered the symbolic sacrifices as an indication of a real living faith in the future substitutionary sacrifice, and there was always the larger group, which, while it went through the ritual of the Levitical sacrifices, yet exercised no heart faith to appropriate a salvation offered in grace on the basis of justice satisfied by the atonement, but depended upon personal merit and good works for salvation.  These two groups were in existence in Israel in the first century.  An illustration of the first is found in such believers as Zacharias, Elizabeth, the disciples other than Judas, etc.   An illustration of the second we find in the priests, Pharisees, Sadducees, and the Herodians, who while observing the sacrificial ritual of the temple yet ignored its significance and depended for salvation upon personal merit and their own good works.  From this latter group came two attacks against N.T. truth inspired by Satan, two attempts of the Adversary to destroy the newly-formed Christian church.  One of these was the attempt to substitute good works for faith in Christ.  This was met by the letter to the Galatians (or to add good works to faith).  The other was the attempt to invalidate the atoning worth of the Cross by urging the Jewish wing of the church to return to the Levitical ritual of the Temple.  This was met by the book of Hebrews.  The first was aimed at the Gentile wing of the church, the second, at the Jewish group in the Church.

Paul:  The Judaizers, knowing that Paul was the chief exponent of grace tried to discredit him by two methods:  

1. They endeavoured to depreciate Paul’s apostolic position and set up ‘the 12’ as the real interpreters of Christ

2. They substituted a salvation-by-works system for the doctrine of pure grace which Paul preached.
One Sentence Summary:  Jesus Christ, who is better than the angels, Moses, Joshua, and the Hebrew high priests, made a better sacrifice and established a better covenant, ensuring that the old way is obsolete and that faith is the better way to live.
No Bible book more fully teaches the superiority of Christ’s person and work over all of God’s previous dealings with humanity.  Hebrews is memorable for its serious warning passages.  

All thirty-nine books of the Old Testament were originally given to the Jews. Only one New Testament book was aimed specifically at their needs. That single epistle was Hebrews. This certainly does not mean that God had forgotten the Jews. Other books, like Matthew, Romans, and Galatians have Jewish believers much in mind. All the New Testament books with the exception of Luke and Acts were given by the Holy Spirit’s inspiration through Jews.

Basic Outline:
1.

The structure of Hebrews revolve around three main points.  First, Christ is superior in His person (1-7).  Second, Christ is superior in His sacrificial work (8-10), Third, faith is the better way (10-13).

2.

Argument: The Foundations for Faith (Chpts. 1:1-10:37)

Appeal: The Fruitfulness of Faith (Chpts. 10:38-13:25)
3.
     I.     The Superiority of Jesus Christ’s Position (1:1–4:13)

     II.     The Superiority of Jesus Christ’s Priesthood (4:14–7:28)

     III.     The Superiority of Jesus Christ’s Priestly Ministry (8:1–10:18)

     IV.     The Superiority of the Believer’s Privileges (10:19–12:29)

     V.     The Superiority of Christian Behavior (13:1–21)

     Postscript (13:22–25)

4.

1. Introduction: God Has Spoken Fully and Finally in His Son

2. The Son Is Superior to Angels

3. Warning Against Drifting Away

4. Jesus and Moses

5. Exposition of Psalm 95: Hearing God’s Word in Faith

6. God’s Promised Rest

7. Jesus Our Compassionate High Priest

8. The Need to Move on to Maturity
9. The Nature of Melchizedek’s Priesthood

10. Jesus and the Priesthood of Melchizedek

11. The High Priest of a Better Covenant

12. The Arrangement and Ritual of the Earthly Sanctuary
13. Concluding Exposition: Old and New Sacrifices Contrasted

14. Drawing Near to God in Enduring Faith

15. People Commended for Their Faith

16. The Lord’s Discipline

17. Do Not Reject God’s Warning

18. Final Exhortations

19. Benediction and Conclusion

Sketch:  Christ Being Superior to Judaism and Everything Related to It, and the New Covenant Which He Consummated Being Better than the Old Covenant.
Key Doctrines:

The New Covenant—all believers now have direct access to God and may approach God’s throne without fear (4:16; 6:19–20; 9:8; 10:19–22; Deuteronomy 4:7; Psalm 65:4; John 10:7, 9; 14:6; Romans 5:2; Ephesians 2:18; 3:12; Colossians 1:21–22; 1 Peter 3:18)

Christ as High Priest—(3:1–2; 4:14; 5:5–11; 6:20; 7:15–17, 26; 9:11; Zechariah 6:13; Psalm 110:4)

Quick study:

     1.      In explaining Christ’s uniqueness and excellence, what does the writer of Hebrews use for comparison?

     2.      What specific examples of practical teaching can you find in Hebrews?

     3.      Did the writer of Hebrews actually think Christians might entertain angels (13:2)?

     4.      What is the role of the Old Testament saints, particularly in chapter 11?

     5.      How does Hebrews explain Christ’s dual role of priest and sacrifice?

     6.      What insights from Hebrews have you gained about your own prayer life?

God’s Character:

God is accessible—4:16; 7:25; 9:6–15; 10:19–22; 11:16

God is a consuming fire—12:29

God is glorious—1:3

God is loving—12:6

God is a promise keeper—4:1; 6:12, 15, 17; 8:6, 10, 12; 10:23, 36; 11:9, 11, 33

God is wrathful—3:17–19; 10:26–27

Christ Revealed:

Directed towards Jewish readers, this is a work of contrasts. The Jewish believers were in danger of falling back into the rituals of the law. Yet Hebrews exhorts its readers to remember God’s provision for a perfect priest and sacrifice in Christ to free those under the law. Hebrews presents Christ as the perfect sacrifice over the inadequate sacrifices of the Jews (9:9, 12–15). Christ is also superior as the High Priest, Prophet, and King to all those who came before Him (4:14–16; 12:1–2).

To speak of Christ in Hebrews is to describe the entire book.  In striving to keep his readers from apostasy, the writer emphasizes the superiority of Christ to all that has gone before in Old Testament times.  Like no other book in the Bible, Hebrews points out the importance and the ministry of the preincarnate Christ.  
The Holy Spirit at Work:

The ministry of the Holy Spirit is seen in a variety of ways, applying to both the Old and New Testament periods:  gifts of the Holy Spirit for ministry (2:4);  witness to the inspiration of the Old Testament (3:7;  10:15);  descriptive of the experience of believers (6:4);  interpreting spiritual truth (9:8);  assisting in the ministry of Jesus (9:14);  insulted by apostasy (10:29).
Content:

· Christus, die Hoëpriester van ‘n Beter Verbond

· The Superiority of Christ

· Jesus is better than everything in the old covenant.  He is the fulfillment of it!

· Jesus vervul die Ou Testament

· Keep on moving!  Do not lose faith.

· Never return to the old!

· Do not neglect your salvation!

· Do not drift away!

· Up and up and up and on and on and on!
· Revelation and Authority / Covenant and Redemption / Community and Church
· This is a great book of encouragement.  

· Christ is our High Priest.  Hebrews brings the richness of the Old Testament background into the world of the New Testament church.
· Superiority of Christ / The New Covenant / Christ’s Priesthood / Warnings.
· Jesus Christ, who is better than the angels, Moses, Joshua, and the Hebrew high priests, made a better sacrifice and established a better covenant, ensuring that the old way is obsolete and that faith is the better way to live.

· Hebrews - Jesus the Mediator of a New Covenant. A letter to the Hebrew Christians in danger of returning to Judaism. It demonstrates the superiority of Jesus over the O.T. system. Mentions the Melchizedek priesthood. (Hebrews may be of Pauline origin.  There is much debate on its authorship).  

· In HEBREWS we are IN A PERFECT COVENANT in Christ

MAIN CONTRASTS

1. The Son and the Prophets (Heb. 1:1-3)  


The Two Spokesmen

2. The Son and the Angelic messengers (Heb. 1:4-14)

The Two Messengers

3. The Son and the First Man (Heb. 2)



The Two Adams

4. The Son and the Servant Moses (Heb. 3)


The Two Mediators

5. The Son and Joshua’s Canaan Rest (Heb. 4)


The Two Rests

6. The Son and Melchisedek (Heb. 5)



The Two Priests

7. The Son and Abraham (Heb. 6)



The Two Covenant Men

8. The Son and the Aaronic Priesthood (Heb. 7)

The Two Priesthoods

9. The Son and The Old Covenant Heb. 8)


The Two Covenants

10. The Son and the Sanctuary Ministry (Heb. 9)

The Two Sanctuaries

11. The Son and the Animal Sacrifices (Heb. 10)

The Two Sacrifices

12. The Son and the Earthly Jerusalem (Heb. 12)

The Two Jerusalems

13. The Son and the Law (Heb. 13)



The Two Laws

Kingdom Books:  1)  Matthew  2)  Hebrews  3)  Revelation
OT QUOTATIONS:

HEBREWS: THE LETTER TO JEWISH CHRISTIANS
CHRIST IS HIGHER THAN THE ANGELS 
Hebrews 1:5b - 'You are my Son, today I have begotten you?' (Psalm 2:7)
Hebrews 1:5c -  'I will be to him a Father, and he shall be to me a Son?' (2 Samuel 7:14; 1 Chronicles 17:13)
Hebrews 1:6b - 'Let all the angels of God worship him' (Deuteronomy 32:43 in the Dead Sea Scrolls and the Greek Septuagint version of the Jewish Bible).
Hebrews 1:7b - 'Who makes his angels spirits and his ministers a flame of fire' (Psalm 104:4). 
Hebrews 1:8b-9 - 'Your throne, O God, is forever and ever; a sceptre of righteousness is the sceptre of your kingdom. You have loved righteousness and hated lawlessness; therefore God, your God, has anointed you with the oil of gladness more than your companions' (Psalm 45:6,7). 
Hebrews 1:10b-12 - 'You, Lord, in the beginning laid the foundation of the earth, and the heavens are the work of your hands; they will perish, but you remain; and they will all grow old like a garment; like a cloak you will fold them up, and they will be changed. But you are the same, and your years will not fail' (Psalm 102:25-27). 
Hebrews 1:13b - 'Sit at my right hand, till I make your enemies your footstool?' (Psalm 110:1) 
JESUS CHRIST THE SON OF GOD ALSO BECAME A MAN, LOWER THAN THE ANGELS 
Hebrews 2:6b-8a - 'What is man that you are mindful of him, or the son of man that you take care of him? You made him a little lower than the angels; you crowned him with glory and honour, and set him over the works of your hands. You have put all things in subjection under his feet' (Psalm 8:4-6).
Hebrews 2:12b - 'I will declare your name to my brethren; in the midst of the congregation I will sing praise to you' (Psalm 22:22).
Hebrews 2:13a - 'I will put my trust in him' (Isaiah 8:17). 
Hebrews 2:13b - 'Here am I and the children whom God has given me' (Isaiah 8:18). 
SECOND WARNING - STAND FIRM; REJECTING JESUS IS FAR MORE SERIOUS THAN REJECTING MOSES
Hebrews 3:7a-11 - 'Today, if you will hear his voice, do not harden your hearts in the rebellion, in the day of trial in the wilderness, where your fathers tested me (the Lord God), proved me, and saw my works for forty years. Therefore I was angry with that generation, and said they always go astray in their heart, and they have not known my ways. So I swore in my wrath, they shall not enter my rest' (Psalm 95:7-11). 
Hebrews 3:15b - 'Today, if you will hear his voice, do not harden your hearts as in the rebellion' (Psalm 95:7-8). 
 THE ETERNAL REST OF HEAVEN IS PROMISED TO THOSE WHO REMAIN FAITHFUL TO CHRIST
Hebrews 4:3b - 'So I swore in my wrath, they shall not enter my rest' (Psalm 95:11); 
Hebrews 4:5b - 'And God rested on the seventh day from all his works' (Genesis 2:2).
Hebrews 4:7b - 'Today, if you will hear his voice, do not harden your hearts' (Psalm 95:7,8). 
JESUS CHRIST THE GREAT HIGH PRIEST CONTRASTED WITH AARON, THE HIGH PRIEST OF MOSES 
Hebrews 5:5b - 'You are my Son, today I have begotten you' (Psalm 2:7). 
Hebrews 5:6b - 'You are a priest forever according to the order of Melchizedek' (Psalm 110:4). 
FOURTH WARNING - MOVE ON TOWARDS CHRISTIAN MATURITY; DON'T TURN BACK; PERSEVERE
Hebrews 6:14 - 'Surely blessing I will bless you, and multiplying I will multiply you' (Genesis 22:17). 
JESUS CHRIST, THE GREAT HIGH PRIEST COMPARED WITH MELCHIZEDEK 
Hebrews 7:17b - 'You are a priest forever according to the order of Melchizedek.' (Psalm 110:4) 
Hebrews 7:21b - 'The Lord has sworn and will not relent, You are a priest forever according to the order of Melchizedek' (Psalm 110:4). 
THE SUPERIORITY OF CHRIST IN HEAVEN OVER THE HIGH PRIEST IN HIS EARTHLY TEMPLE 
Hebrews 8:5b - 'See that you make all things according to the pattern shown you on the mountain' (Exodus 25:40). 
THE NEW AGREEMENT OF JESUS SUPERSEDES THE OLD AGREEMENT OF THE LAW
Hebrews 8:8a-12 - 'Behold, the days are coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah not - according to the covenant that I made with their fathers in the day when I took them by the hand to lead them out of the land of Egypt; because they did not continue in my covenant, and I disregarded them, says the Lord. For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel: After those days, says the Lord, I will put my laws in their mind and write them on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall by my people. None of them shall teach his neighbour, and none his brother, saying, Know the Lord, for all shall know me, from the least to the greatest of them. For I will be merciful to their unrighteousness, and their sins and their lawless deeds I will remember no more' (Jeremiah 31:31-34). 
.... THE HEAVENLY MINISTRY OF JESUS CHRIST UNDER THE NEW AGREEMENT 
Hebrews 9:20b - 'This is the blood of the covenant which God has commanded you' (Exodus 24:8). 
SACRIFICES UNDER THE LAW CANNOT CANCEL SIN; CHRIST'S ONE SACRIFICE IN OBEDIENCE TO GOD, DOES
Hebrews 10:5b-7 - 'Sacrifice and offering you did not desire, but a body you have prepared for me. In burnt offerings and sacrifices for sin you had no pleasure. Then I said, Behold, I have come - in the volume of books it is written of me - to do your will, O God' (Psalm 40:6-8). 
Hebrews 10:16 - 'This is the covenant that I will make with them after those days, says the Lord: I will put my laws into their hearts, and in their minds I will write them' (Jeremiah 31:33). 
Hebrews 10:17 - 'Their sins and their lawless deeds I will remember no more' (Jeremiah 31:34). 
FIFTH WARNING - WHAT HOPE DO WE HAVE IF WE REJECT CHRIST'S SACRIFICE 
Hebrews 10:30b - 'Vengeance is mine: I will repay' (Deuteronomy 32:35), 
Hebrews 10:30c - 'The Lord will judge his people' (Deuteronomy 32:36; Psalm 135:14). 
HAVING COME SO FAR IN FAITH, DON'T TURN BACK, ENDURE
Hebrews 10:37-38 - 'For yet a little while, and he who is coming will come and will not tarry. Now the just shall live by faith; but if anyone draws back, my soul has no pleasure in him' (Habakkuk 2:3,4). 
EXAMPLES OF FAITH FROM THE OLD TESTAMENT 
Hebrews 11:18b - 'In Isaac your seed shall be called' (Genesis 21:12).  

KEEP GOING IN FAITH, ACCEPT GOD'S DISCIPLINE
Hebrews 12:5b-6 - 'My son, do not despise the chastening of the Lord, nor be discouraged when you are rebuked by him; for whom the Lord loves he chastens, and scourges every son whom he receives' (Proverbs 3:11-12). 
Hebrews 12:20b - 'And if so much as a beast touches the mountain, it shall be stoned or thrust through with an arrow' (Exodus 19:12-13). 
Hebrews 12:21b - 'I am exceedingly afraid and trembling' (Deuteronomy 9:19). 
SIXTH & FINAL WARNING - LISTEN TO OF GOD: AT THE END, ONLY THOSE WHO ARE FAITHFUL TO CHRIST, WILL REMAIN
Hebrews 12:26b - 'Yet once more I shake not only the earth, but also heaven' (Haggai 2:6).
Hebrews 12:29 - 'God is a burning fire' (Deuteronomy 4:24).
CHRISTIAN LIVING; WARNINGS AGAINST STRANGE TEACHINGS; SHARING CHRIST'S DISGRACE
Hebrews 13:5 - 'I will never leave you nor forsake you' (Deuteronomy 31:6; Joshua 1:5). 
Hebrews 13:6b - 'The Lord is my helper; I will not fear. What can man do to me?' (Psalm 118:6) 
“As we study Hebrews together, we must keep in mind that our purpose is not to get lost in curious doctrinal details. Nor is our purpose to attack or defend some pet doctrine. Our purpose is to hear God speak in Jesus Christ, and to heed that Word. We want to echo the prayer of the Greeks: “Sir, we would see Jesus” (John 12:21). If our purpose is to know Christ better and exalt Him more, then whatever differences we may have in our understanding of the book will be forgotten in our worship of Him.”  Warren Wiersbe / It is manifest that the Epistle to the Hebrews has a special message for God’s people, the strangers and pilgrims on earth, who are living in the last days of this age. It speaks with special emphasis to those who are awaiting the Son of God for salvation (Hebrews 9:28), and who are come to a point from which they can “see the Day approaching” (Hebrews 10:25). It voices the desire of the Spirit that these should go on to full growth (that is, to the state of adult sons), and that each one of them who has received the first principles of the doctrine of Christ should show the same diligence unto the full assurance of hope unto the end (Hebrews 6:1, 11). The people of God who are upon earth at the end of this age must of necessity meet peculiar trials, must experience peculiar needs, and be exposed to peculiar dangers. Many Scriptures testify to this. But God has made special provision for those who have to encounter the special conditions of the last days. The Epistle of the Hebrews is of particular value for them. It points to the age to come as something imminent. It declares that it is but a “very little while” until He Who is coming will actually come; and in view of that fact its chief exhortation is to the exercise of patience or endurance to the end (Hebrews 10:36–37 ff.). Up to the very last moment there remains the possibility of failure and loss. The conspicuous feature of this “age to come” will be the manifestation of the Son of God in the character of High Priest after (corresponding to) the order of Melchizedek, who was both a King and a Priest. That manifestation of the Son of God will be in fulfillment of all that is shadowed forth in the type of Melchizedek; and particularly will it be the fulfillment of what is prophesied by Zechariah, “He shall build the temple of the Lord; and He shall bear the glory, and shall sit and rule upon His Throne; and He shall be a Priest upon His Throne” (Zechariah 6:13). Hence the prominent subject of the Epistle to the Hebrews is the Melchizedek Priesthood of the Son of God, Who is now seated on the Right Hand of the Throne of the Majesty in the heavens, awaiting the joy that was set before Him when He endured the Cross. That joy will be His when He receives the promise made to Him in Psalm 45, repeated in Hebrews 1:8: “Thy Throne, O God, is for ever and ever; a scepter of righteousness is the scepter of Thy Kingdom.” “This,” says the writer of Hebrews “is the sum of the things which we have spoken” (Hebrews 8:1). Apart from what is written in the Epistle to the Hebrews, we should know practically nothing of the present ministry of the Son of God in the Presence of God, as a Minister of the true sanctuary, or of His perpetual office as High Priest after the order of Melchizedek. Therefore it will be seen that the Epistle to the Hebrews occupies a place of peculiar importance in the Word of God. Its scope and contents are unique, and this must be borne in mind in seeking the special message it contains for the saints of God. The difficulties that have been encountered in reading it, and the misapplication of some of the statements it contains, are due chiefly to a lack of apprehension of the scope of the Epistle, and a failure to distinguishing features of this great Epistle, the reader, if a confessed stranger and pilgrim on earth, will be greatly aided in comprehending and profiting by the Divine communication it contains. Let it be noted, in the first place, that Hebrews does not set forth, except incidentally, the message of the Gospel of God’s grace to sinners; nor does it contain the doctrine and effect of the Gospel. It is in this respect to be sharply distinguished from Romans, and also from those parts of other Church Epistles which speak of the crucified and risen Son of God as the Righteousness of God, and the Giver of eternal life, to all who believe on Him. The Epistle of the Hebrews is concerned solely with a people who have been already redeemed from the bondage of sin and the dominion of death, and whom God is bringing “into Glory”. The “salvation” spoken of in Hebrews is not the justification of the sinner from his sins. It is not the reconciliation 1 to God, through the Death of His Son, of those who were by nature enemies and aliens in mind through wicked works.It is of the utmost importance that the reader takes notice of this; for otherwise the special significance of the letter to the Hebrews cannot be understood. The Son of God is not a Priest on behalf of the unconverted. He does not intercede for them, but solely for His own redeemed people. To the unconverted the Gospel is preached with the Holy Spirit sent down from Heaven. The work of the Son of God on their behalf is “finished” and awaits their acceptance. But the offices of the priest are not for them until they have become believers. The priesthood was not instituted in Egypt, but in the wilderness, after the people of God had been redeemed by the blood of the paschal lamb (Exodus 12), and had been “saved” out of the land of Egypt(cf.Exodus 13:15; 15:13, 16), the house of bondage, by the mighty power of God displayed at the Red Sea, typifying the Death and Resurrection of Christ (Exodus 14; Romans 6; 1 Corinthians 10). The priesthood was instituted after God’s people had become “strangers and pilgrims,” and were journeying on to the Land of “the Promise.” The types which have their fulfillment in Hebrews belong entirely to the wilderness. They relate wholly and solely to God’s dealings with His own redeemed people and not at all to His dealings with unpardoned and unreconciled sinners. The sacrifices mentioned in Hebrews do not include that of the paschal lamb slain for redemption in Egypt, and under whose blood, sprinkled in faith on the doorposts, there was protection from the Destroyer. The sacrifices mentioned in Hebrews are those of the tabernacle offered on behalf of the redeemed people. We repeat, and beg the reader to notice carefully and to keep clearly in mind, that the “so great a salvation, which began to be spoken by the Lord” (Hebrews 2:3) is not the justification of sinners, but the bringing of many sons into glory(Hebrews 2:10). It is not what is represented by the deliverance of the Israelites out of Egypt, but what is represented by bringing the survivorsinto the Promised Land, which Land is a type of “the inhabitable earth to come, wherefore we speak” (Hebrews 2:5). The remission of sins spoken of in Hebrews is not the forgiveness of sins of unconverted men upon believing the Gospel of the Crucified and Risen Savior. It is the forgiveness of the “sins of the people” (Hebrews 2:17); that is to say, the people of God, who constantly need propitiation for their sins. * The message of Hebrews is not addressed to men in their sins, urging them to accept the pardon and life which have been provided by the grace of God through the Cross of Jesus Christ. The message is addressed to “holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling,” urging them to lay hold of the hope set before them, and to hold the confidence and rejoicing of that hope, firm to the end. Undoubtedly much confusion has resulted from a failure to observe the distinctions indicated above, and which are clearly marked in the text. We often hear the passage “How shall we escape if we neglect so great salvation?” used in preaching to the unsaved, and presented as a warning to them of the danger of neglecting the forgiveness and justification which God has made available to all who believe His Gospel. It needs but the slightest attention to the passage to make it perfectly clear that the “we” who are in danger of suffering loss through neglect of the “so great salvation” mentioned there, are the redeemed people of God, the children of God, and heirs of salvation. 1 The word “reconciliation” in Hebrews 2:17 (A.V.), is an unfortunate mistranslation. It should read “to make a propitiatory offering for the sins of the people”. See the R.V. The “faith” spoken of in Hebrews is not believing unto righteousness (Romans 10:9), but believing unto the saving of the soul (Hebrews 10:39), which is a very different thing, as will appear later on. The faith spoken of in Romans isjustifyingfaith, that is,  believing on God Who quickens the dead. But the faith spoken of in Hebrews is faith exercised by those who have been already justified. Abraham is the divinely given illustration of both kinds of faith. In Romans we are referred to the faith of Abraham when he believed God’s promise of a multitude of children to him whose body was practically dead. That is the faith in the God of resurrection, which faith God credits or imputes to a man for righteousness (Romans 4:17, 24–25). But in Hebrews we are referred to the faith Abraham manifested by obedience of faith, and the endurance of faith. By faith, Abraham, when he was called to go out, obeyed; and by faith he sojourned in the Land of Promise as in a strange country. For he waited for the city which has the foundations, whose Builder and Maker is God (Hebrews 11:8–10). The effect of this kind of faith is not the being accounted righteous before God, but the obtaining of the promised reward (Hebrews 6:15; 10:36). Abraham not only believed God, being fully persuaded that what God had promised He was able to perform (Romans 4:21), but he also held the beginning of his confidence in God firm to the end; for he died in faith, not having received as yet the promised inheritance (Hebrews 11:13). It is also needful to distinguish between the truth revealed in Hebrews and that revealed in Ephesians. There are several points of contrast that should be carefully noted. 1. In Ephesians, the elect saints who were chosen in Christ before the foundation of the world, and predestined to the place of sons by God unto Himself, are viewed collectively, as forming “one Body,” even the Body of Christ. The blessings and responsibilities are collective, to be shared by all saints. In Hebrews, the redeemed people are viewed individually as having individual responsibility. We find there such expressions as “lest there be in any of you,” “lest any of you should seem to come short,” “lest any man fall,” “lest any man fail of the grace of God,” “lest there be any fornicator or profane person.” Hebrews speaks of blessings and privileges in the nature of rewards, to be gained by individual faith, obedience, and endurance, and which may be lost by neglect, unbelief, or disobedience. 2. The blessings mentioned in Ephesians, which are for the present enjoyment of the saints, are located in heavenly places. God “has blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in (or with) Christ.” He has quickened us together with Christ, and has raised us up and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ. In Hebrews, however, the blessings have their location in “the habitable earth to come.” The Kingdom of the Son is brought into view — that glorious Kingdom wherein all things shall be placed in subjection unto Him Who, in the beginning, laid the foundation of the earth. It is the dominion of the Son of Man which was the subject of the first revealed counsels of God (Genesis 1:26), and which is specifically foretold in the Eighth Psalm: “Thou madest Him to have dominion over the works of Thy Hands; Thou hast put all things under His Feet. All sheep and oxen, yea, and the beasts of the field, the fowl of the air, and the fish of the sea, and whatsoever passeth through the paths of the sea. O Jehovah, our Lord, how excellent is Thy Name in all the earth” (Psalm 8:6–9). We learn by the second Chapter of Hebrews that this prophecy will be fulfilled when the Son of Man, Who is now at God’s Right Hand, shall come again into the habitable part of His creation, and shall take up His great power, and reign. That will be the reign of the Son of God on earth as the Priest-King, to which attention is specially directed in Hebrews. 3. The blessings of the saints mentioned in Ephesians are available in the time now present. God hasblessed us with all spiritual blessings. Hehasaccepted us in the Beloved, in Whom wehave obtained an inheritance. God has sealed us with that Holy Spirit of promise, and has quickened us, raised us up, and seated us together in heavenly places. The future is referred to only in an incidental way, mention being made of the dispensation or economy of the fullness of times, and the ages to come (Ephesians 1:10, 14; 2:7); but the emphasis is entirely upon the present relations of the saints as connected with the Risen Christ, now at God’s Right Hand, forming His Body, supplied by Him with everything needful, loved by Him, in process of being built upon Him, and growing into a holy temple in the Lord. In Hebrews, on the other hand, the blessings are future, pertaining to the age to come, when the enemies of the Son of God shall have been placed as a footstool for His Feet; when the many sons shall have been brought unto glory, and shall have entered into the enjoyment and satisfaction of the rest that remaineth unto the people of God. God’s people are not viewed in Hebrews as being at the present time in the place of blessing, but as being in the place of trial, of danger, and of suffering; in one word, as in the wilderness. The things spoken of in Hebrews are things “we see not yet”; and we are referred for our encouragement and example to those whose earthly course was determined by things which they had heard, but had “not seen as yet.” The “grace” revealed in Hebrews is not the grace wherein the saints have been made accepted in the Beloved, and wherein God has abounded toward them in all wisdom and prudence (Ephesians 1:7–8). It is not the grace whereby we have been saved through faith, and raised up and seated in heavenly places in Christ (Ephesians 2:5–6). It is the grace that is sent down to us for meeting our daily need on earth, while journeying through this great and terrible wilderness, and which must be constantly sought at the throne of grace. 4. Lastly, and of chief importance, are the relations of Christ to the redeemed people of God as presented respectively in these two Epistles. In Ephesians, His relation to them is that of Head to the members of His Body, associated with Him as sharers of a common life. The offices He performs on behalf of His people are such as the head of a body performs for the members, nourishing and cherishing them as a man cherisheth his own flesh; “for we are members of His Body, of His Flesh, and of His Bones” (Ephesians 5:29–30). In Hebrews, Christ sustains towards His people an official relation. He is gone into heaven as their Representative, to make propitiation for them, to maintain them in a fit state for approach to the holy Presence of God as worshippers. He is also the Great Shepherd of the sheep, tending and guiding them through the wilderness; and He is set before them as the Royal Priest of the coming age, the High Priest after the order of Melchizedek, who was first King of Righteousness, and after that King of Peace. The great character in which He is here presented is that of SON. As such He is the Builder and the Ruler of the Father’s House in the widest sense, and is the responsible priestly Representative of the members of the household, those whom He is not ashamed to call His “brethren,” those who are the “children” committed to His care. Being charged by God with responsibility for the welfare of those “many sons” He is faithful to God Who appointed Him, ever living to make intercession for them. By noting these important distinctions, which might be greatly amplified if time permitted, the reader, who has been begotten again unto a living hope by the Resurrection of the Jesus Christ from among the dead, and who is no longer a babe, unskillful in the word of righteousness, will be greatly assisted in laying hold of the instruction contained in the Epistle to the Hebrews. Many of the difficulties which are ordinarily encountered will disappear when once it is perceived that the experiences therein described are those of a redeemed people. The dangers against which we are warned are those to which God’s own people are exposed. Nothing is said of the doom awaiting those who have rejected the Gospel of God’s grace, and who are lost eternally; but much is said of the loss which the people of God themselves may incur by failing to take heed to the things they have heard, or to exercise diligence in respect thereto, and by neglecting the salvation so great, whereof the Lord Himself began to speak,  which was confirmed to us by them that heard, God Himself bearing witness with signs, and wonders, and divers miracles, and gifts of the Holy Spirit according to His own Will. The writer’s purpose in the present volume is not to explain the difficult passages found in the Epistle to the Hebrews for the intellectual satisfaction of his readers; but to aid his fellow travelers (“Hebrews”) in securing the benefit of the warnings, exhortations, comforts, and encouragements in which this portion of God’s Word so richly abounds. Since the Epistle to the Hebrews has to do solely with the experiences of a redeemed people, it follows that certain passages (Hebrews 6:4–6; 10:26–31) which are sometimes taken as indicating the eternal condemnation of the persons to whom they refer, cannot have that significance. That the people of God can bring upon themselves great suffering and loss is clearly set forth in many Scriptures. But it is equally clear that they cannot themselves be lost. In Hebrews we learn what may befall the sheep in the wilderness; and it must not be forgotten that the Good Shepherd has Himself declared concerning them, “I give unto them eternal life and they shall never perish” (John 10:28). How could those perish for whom He laid down His Life, and for whom He now intercedes in resurrection life and power? That could not be; but there is, on the other hand, the gravest danger that they may, through perversity, disobedience, unbelief, sloth, or neglect, incur serious loss. It is on this account that the Holy Spirit so earnestly urges them “today,” and so long as it is called “today,” to hear His Voice, Who now speaks from Heaven, in order that, when the crucial hour arrives, that may not befall them, which befell God’s people of old, who, when the opportunity came for entering into the possession of the promised inheritance, hardened their heart to His Word, provoked His indignation, and so could not enter in because of unbelief. Those whom God has redeemed from the bondage of sin and the fear of death can never be lost. Their security rests upon the finished work accomplished by Christ upon the Cross; and what He has accomplished stands for ever. But beyond any question there is the possibility that they may fall after the same example of disobedience, and so may fail to inherit “the blessing.” And in view of that possibility we are here most solemnly warned that such as draw back from entering into the reward promised to patience and obedience, cannot be renewed again unto repentance, that is to say, they cannot be permitted, upon change of mind (which is the meaning of “repentance”), to enter into that blessing from which they willfully turned away. We are prone to slight the warnings of Scripture, and are all too ready to assign them to others than ourselves — to “the Jewish remnant” for example. Let us be on our guard against the deceitfulness of our own hearts, as well as against the deceivableness of sin. We cannot afford to neglect the warnings of Scripture; and there is no room for doubt as to those for whom the warnings of Hebrews are intended. They are, beyond question, for those who have been redeemed by the precious Blood of Christ. They are for those on whose behalf He is gone into Heaven, and for whom now He intercedes. If we apply to ourselves such passages as “Seeing then that we have a great High Priest that has passed into the Heavens” (Hebrews 4:14), we must also of necessity accept the application of the words that occur in the immediate context, “Let us labor, therefore, to enter into that rest, lest any man fall after the same example of unbelief” (literally,disobedience).It is impossible to read the warnings contained in this Epistle without perceiving that tremendous consequences hinge upon the attention given to them. It being clear then, that the redeemed people of God may fail to obtain “the promise,” and to secure to themselves “the recompense of the reward,” it becomes a matter of highest importance for them to give their most earnest and intelligent heed to the warnings which God, in His faithfulness and kindness, has vouchsafed them; and also to avail themselves of the provision which His grace extends to meet their need and to help their infirmities.  [Mauro] / See the Bible through Jewish Eyes (Daniel Goldberg) Book of Hebrews is a very important Epistle for those concerned about the relationship of Jesus to the Jewish people. The book mentions more Old Testament characters (21) than any other New Testament book. It is the only New Testament book that details the ministry of the Tabernacle (Heb. 7-10) and provides stirring commentary on the nature of the New Covenant prophesied by Jeremiah (chapter 31 and Heb. 8). In addition, Hebrews contains the Bible's greatest chapter on faith (Heb. 11), and contains at least 86 direct references to the Old Testament Scriptures. Best of all, Hebrews outlines the superiority of Jesus the Messiah, and of the New Covenant over the Mosaic. Throughout the book, Jesus is described as superior in both His majesty and His ministry. The masterful revelation of Messiah's superiority over all things is unmatched by any other New Testament book. Hebrews was written prior to the destruction of the Temple and is addressed to Jewish people who imagined that if they were deprived of the Temple, its priesthood and sacrifices, they would lose all of their blessings from God. In his commentary on Hebrews, Adolph Saphir (1831-1891), points out that the author of Hebrews attempts to remind his Jewish readers that by faith in Jesus, they had "the real and substantial temple, the great High Priest, the true altar, the One Sacrifice, and with all the offerings, the true access into the very presence of the Most High" (Adolph Saphir, Epistle to the Hebrews, p. 12). A Hungarian Jew, Adolph Saphir and his whole family trusted in Jesus as Messiah, being the "firstfruits" of the Jewish mission of the Church of Scotland. The superiority of the Messiah is emphasized by the author's use of terms such as better (1:4; 6:9), perfect (10:14), and eternal (5:9; 9:15). Addressed specifically to our Jewish people, the letter to the Hebrews teaches that Israel must find her redemption in Jesus, "the Lamb of God," the perfect and eternal sacrifice for sin. "Not with the blood of goats and calves, but with His own blood He. . .obtained eternal redemption" (Heb. 9:12). He is the superior and once-for-all sacrifice for sin! A suggested outline of Hebrews, based on the superiority of the Messiah's person and performance: I. SUPERIORITY OF MESSIAH'S PERSON Hebrews 1:1-4:13 1. Superior to the Old Testament Prophets, 1:1-3 2. Superior to the Angels, 1:4-2:18 3. Superior to Moses, 3:1-6 4. Superior to Joshua, 3:7-4:13 II. SUPERIORITY OF MESSIAH'S PERFORMANCE 4:14-10:18 1. Messiah's Superior Priesthood, 4:14-7:28 2. Messiah's Superior Covenant, 8:1-13 3. Messiah's Superior Sanctuary and Sacrifice, 9:1-10:18 III. SUPERIORITY OF THE BELIEVER'S WALK OF FAITH 10:19-13:25 1. Exhortations to Faith, 10:19-39 2. Examples of Faith, 11:1-40 3. Encouragements for our Faith, 12:1-29 4. Conclusion: Faith and Practicality, 13:1-25 / ANDREW FARLEY Q AND A (See complete Q and A) You say that the New Testament era doesn’t really begin at Jesus’ birth. You say Jesus was born “under law” and that the New Testament era began at Jesus’ death. What evidence is there for your view? But when the time had fully come, God sent His Son, born of a woman, born under law, to redeem those under law, that we might receive the full rights of sons. Galatians 4:4-5 In the case of a will, it is necessary to prove the death of the one who made it, because a will [testament/covenant] is in force only when somebody has died; it never takes effect while the one who made it is living…Hebrews 9:16 Where can I find a good summary of this New Covenant in Scripture? This is the covenant I will make with the house of Israel after that time, declares the Lord. I will put My laws in their minds and write them on their hearts. I will be their God, and they will be My people. No longer will a man teach his neighbor, or a man his brother, saying, Know the Lord, because they will all know Me, from the least of them to the greatest. For I will forgive their wickedness andwill remember their sins no more.” Hebrews 8:8-12 You seem to be arguing that Old Covenant law is now totally set aside. What would lead you to say that it’s totally set aside? First He said, “Sacrifices and offerings, burnt offerings and sin offerings You did not desire, nor were You pleased with them” (although the law required them to be made). Then He said, “Here I am, I have come to do Your will.” He sets aside the first to establish the second. And by that will, we have been made holy through the sacrifice of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. Hebrews 10:8-10 The former regulation is set aside because it was weak and useless (for the law made nothing perfect), and a better hope is introduced, by which we draw near to God. Hebrews 7:18-19 Shouldn’t Christians still consult the Old Covenant as a benchmark for how we’re living? Doesn’t it still have a use for us Christians? By calling this covenant “new,” He has made the first one obsolete; and what is obsolete and aging will soon disappear. Hebrews 8:13 Just because Jesus is our high priest now, does that really mean that the Old covenant has been entirely swapped for a superior one? For when there is a change of the priesthood, there must also be a change of the law. Hebrews 7:11-12 But the ministry Jesus has received is as superior to theirs as the covenant of which He is mediator is superior to the old one, and it is founded on better promises. Hebrews 8:6 For this reason Christ is the mediator of a new covenant, that those who are called may receive the promised eternal inheritance— now that He has died as a ransom to set them free from the sins committed under the first covenant. Hebrews 9:15 You say the New Covenant is not a promise between God and man, but really a promise God made to Himself. Where do we find this in Scripture? And it was not without an oath! Others became priests without any oath, but He became a priest with an oath when God said to Him “The Lord has sworn and will not change His mind: “You are a priest forever.” Because of this oath, Jesus has become the guarantee of a better covenant. Hebrews 7:20-22 You believe in once-saved-always-saved, right? And you say our behavior is not even in the equation of maintaining our salvation. Where does it say that it’s all because of Him? Now there have been many of those priests, since death prevented them from continuing in office. But because Jesus lives forever, He has a permanent priesthood. Therefore He is able to savecompletely those who come to God through Him, because He always lives to intercede for them. Hebrews 7:23-25 You say we Christians are supposedly already forgiven people. You say the Catholic system is not correct, because they get more forgiveness weekly and the Jewish system is now not correct because they got more forgiveness yearly, at the Day of Atonement. But where do you see this absolute “once for all” forgiveness talked about in the Bible? The law is only a shadow of the good things that are coming—not the realities themselves. For this reason it can never, by the same sacrifices repeated endlessly year after year, make perfect those who draw near to worship. If it could, would they not have stopped being offered? For the worshipers would have been cleansed once for all, and would no longer have felt guilty for their sins. Hebrews 10:1-3 For Christ died for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God. He was put to death in the body but made alive by the Spirit. 1 Peter 3:18 For Christ did not enter a man-made sanctuary that was only a copy of the true one; He entered heaven itself, now to appear for us in God’s presence… nor did He enter heaven to offer Himself again and again, the way the high priest enters the Most Holy Place every year with blood that is not his own. Then Christ would have had to suffer many times since the creation of the world. But now He has appeared once for all at the end of the ages to do away with sin by the sacrifice of Himself. Just as man is destined to die once, and after that to face judgment, so Christ was sacrificed once to take away the sins of many people; and He will appear a second time, not to bear sin, but to bring salvation to those who are waiting for Him. Hebrews 9:26-28 You seem to reject the term “atonement” as not fitting to describe Jesus’ sacrifice. You say that’s an Old Testament term meaning “covering.” And you claim it’s more accurate to say Jesus completely “took away” our sins. Where do we see this terminology being used instead of “atonement”? But those sacrifices are an annual reminder of sins, because it is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins. Therefore, when Christ came into the world, He said: “Sacrifice and offering You did not desire, but a body You prepared for Me. Hebrews 10:4-5 The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, “Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!” John 1:29 So Christ was sacrificed once to take away the sins of many people; and He will appear a second time, not to bear sin, but to bring salvation to those who are waiting for Him. Hebrews 9:28 But you know that He appeared so that He might take away our sins. And in Him is no sin. 1 John 3:5 He is the One who turns aside God’s wrath, taking away our sins, and not only ours, but also the sins of the whole world. 1 John 2:2 In one of your videos, I heard you say that it was forbidden for Old Testament priests to sit down on the job. You said that when Jesus had made us perfectly cleansed, he did the “unthinkable” – he sat down. Where can I read about this in the Bible? Day after day every priest stands and performs his religious duties; again and again he offers the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins. But when this Priest had offered for all time onesacrifice for sins, He sat down at the right hand of God. Since that time He waits for His enemies to be made His footstool, because by one sacrifice He has made perfect forever those who are “the holy ones.” Hebrews 10:11-14 The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation of His being, sustaining all things by His powerful word. After He had provided purification for sins, He sat down at the right hand of the Majesty in heaven. Hebrews 1:3 I read in one of your blog interviews that you think Christians don’t have to ask for forgiveness on a continual basis. You said the Bible talks about our forgiveness in past tense. Can you give some examples? When you were dead in your sins and in the uncircumcision of your sinful nature, God made you alive with Christ. He forgave us all our sins, having canceled the written code, with its regulations, that was against us and that stood opposed to us; He took it away, nailing it to the cross. Colossians 2:13-14 I write to you, dear children, because your sins have been forgiven on account of His name. 1 John 2:12 Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgaveyou. Ephesians 4:32 Then He adds: “Their sins and lawless acts I will remember no more.” And where these have beenforgiven, there is no longer any sacrifice for sin. Hebrews 10:17-18 You say that Christians won’t be judged for their sins at the Great White Throne, because all judgment fell upon Jesus. What Scripture supports your idea? For God did not send His Son into the world to judge the world, but to save the world through Him.Whoever believes in Him is not judged, but whoever does not believe stands judged already because he has not believed in the name of God’s one and only Son. John 3:17-18 Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit of life set me free from the law of sin and death. Romans 8:1-2 *Also note Revelation 20 in which the dead (unbelievers) are pulled up from the sea and judged as to whether they are in the Book of Life. Conversely, in Chapter 21, the bride of Christ is cherished. /
THE COMMENTARY
SIGNIFICANT WORDS AND TERMS IN THIS BOOK

· Righteousness

· Grace
CHAPTER ONE

HEBREWS 1V1-14
Albert: 1. God spoke abundantly and with variety in the OT and primarily by prophets. In the present dispensation of the NT God has spoken in one way only and that is in His Son. Any ministry that does not emphasise the pre-eminence of the Son is an OT ministry and thus outdated and even dangerous. The Father speaks today 'in Sonship'. We have to emphasise the Son's pre-eminence, the Father heart, the Spirit of adoption, the identity of sons, etc.  The Father has already made His appointment and it is the Son. Everything else is sheer arrogance and folly. This Son is both the heir of all things and the One through whom our world has been created. The brightness of the glorious Godhead shines through Him, He perfectly displays the nature of God, and the very universe is sustained by the word of His power. His work of atonement is perfect and complete and He is now seated in the place of rest and absolute power at the right hand of our Father the supreme King. So how can we be so foolish as to try and obtain anything outside of HIM? (1-3) 2. Do not even try to compare this glorious One with angels. He has inherited the name above all names. No angel has a more glorious name. Angels are not the Son and they have not been given the task of becoming man in order to demonstrate God's sonship plan. Only One in the universe can unveil God's glorious Father-and-sons arrangement for man. In fact, He commands angels to worship Him. Angels are winds and flames of fire in God's purpose, but the Son, aah the Son. He is God! His authority is everlasting and His perfect uprightness the power of His kingdom. Because of His unique and perfect love of righteousness and hatred of wickedness He has been anointed by God with a gladness that is unrivalled. We should allow this holy love and hate to permeate our beings so that we may also experience fullness of joy (cf. 1 Jn. 1v1-4). The OT Scriptures speak abundantly of Christ's superiority. TCW must use the OT prophecies to demonstrate the pre-eminence of the Son. Jesus, the Son, is the Lord and Creator of heaven and earth. These will all perish and become outdated, but He will never ever be outdated. The Father said to the Son that He would subdue all enemies under Him as He sits at His right hand. This was never said to angels. The correct way to view angels is to see them as ministering spirits and servants of those who embrace the Son and thus inherit salvation in Him (4-14). /

The Epistle is addressed to “Hebrews,” and the individual most frequently and most prominently mentioned in it is Abraham, who is specifically designated “the Hebrew” (Genesis 14:13). Those acquainted with the Hebrew tongue tell us that the word signifies one who passes over or through. We may, therefore, regard a Hebrew as a “passenger”; and certainly the message of the Epistle is for those who are passengers in this age, who have here no continuing city, but seek one in the age to come. The message is not for Israelites, who have a place in the world and a mission to the nations thereof, but for Hebrews, who are simply passing through the world, having no place or standing therein. The true Hebrew is one who has come out of the country of his birth, leaving all its advantages and associations, because he has heard and believed the report of a better country which he has never seen; and he is now passing through the intervening territory, not settling therein, and not mindful of the country whence he came out, though having opportunity to return thither. Of such it is written that God is not ashamed to be called their God, and He has prepared for them a city. [Mauro] / The Scriptures speak of many things that God has prepared for them that love Him — things which are in the nature of rewards, not gifts, and are quite distinct from remission of sins and eternal life. These latter are gifts bestowed upon all who believe; but not all believers will obtain the rewards. Great is the reward promised to those who maintain the character of Hebrews “to the end”; and correspondingly great is the loss that will be incurred by those who, through neglect or unbelief, turn aside from the pilgrim’s path. In view of this, we would point out, as plainly as possible, the dangers to which God’s pilgrims are exposed, and the provision that He, in wondrous grace, has made to safeguard them from those dangers. [Mauro] /
Heb 1:1  Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the prophets,

IN MANY separate revelations [each of which set forth a portion of the Truth] and in different ways God spoke of old to [our] forefathers in and by the prophets, [But] in the last of these days He has spoken to us in [the person of a] Son...(Heb. 1:1-2 Amplified).  / 1. GOD PRAAT OP BAIE MANIERE MET ONS, MAAR SY FINALE EN HELDERSTE KOMMUNIKASIE IS DEUR SY SEUN. Heb. 1:1 Nadat God baiekeer en op baie maniere in die ou tyd gespreek het tot die vaders deur die profete, het Hy in hierdie laaste dae tot ons gespreek deur die Seun. 2. DISSIPELS VAN JESUS HET GOD HOOR PRAAT DEUR SY SEUN EN GEREAGEER OP SY STEM. Joh. 5:25 Voorwaar, voorwaar Ek sê vir julle, daar kom 'n uur, en dit is nou, wanneer die dode die stem van die Seun van God sal hoor; en die wat dit gehoor het, sal lewe. 3. ONS STAAN NOU ONDER VERPLIGTING OM OOK AAN ANDER MENSE DIE WOORD VAN GOD DEUR SY SEUN BEKEND TE MAAK. Kolossense 1:28 Hom verkondig ons, terwyl ons elke mens vermaan en elke mens in alle wysheid onderrig, om elke mens volmaak in Christus Jesus voor te stel. / How do you know whether you are preaching (or hearing) the Old Covenant or a mixing together (commingling) of the Old and New Covenants? When people still hear God speaking to them only in many and various ways, instead of hearing clearly His FINAL MESSAGE (the New Covenant) in His Son.  God's eternal purpose has always been 'to bring many sons to glory', to place us IN CHRIST (the Son). Everything that God has ever said in His Word (spoken, written and incarnated) is meant to bring us to the heart behind the universe, the heart of a Father. [AT] / DIE REALITEIT WAT AL DIE SKADUBEELDE VERVUL EN VERVANG "Nadat God baiekeer en op baie maniere in die ou tyd gespreek het tot die vaders deur die profete, het Hy in hierdie laaste dae tot ons gespreek deur die Seun wat Hy as erfgenaam van alles aangestel het, deur wie Hy ook die wêreld gemaak het.”   Hebreërs 1:1-2   Die karakter van die Ou Testamentiese openbaring word duidelik verklaar in ons teks.  Dit was ‘n openbaring wat tot God se mense gekom het in verskillende fragmente en stukke, soos ‘n legkaart wat stadig vorm aanneem soos jy stuk vir stuk ontvang.  Op hierdie wyse het God verkies om verwagtinge in die mens wakker te maak vir die volheid van Sy openbaring aan ons.   Al die profete en manne van God in die Ou Testament het vooruitgesien na die volledige manifestasie waarvan hulle tot op daardie tydstip slegs ‘n skadubeeld gesien het.  En toe, in die volheid van die tyd, “het God sy Seun uitgestuur” (Gal. 4:4).  Die Vleeswording van Christus het ‘n nuwe era ingelui.   Die ontwaking van ‘n nuwe dag in God se kalender het aangebreek en die engele het van vreugde gejubel:  "Eer aan God in die hoogste hemele en vrede op aarde, in die mense ‘n welbehae!’  (Luk. 2:14).  Híerdie openbaring van God was nie net nog ‘n diepsinnige waarheid nie.  Dit was nie net ‘n beginsel om ywerig toegepas te word nie.  Dit was meer as ‘n diep profetiese insig.  Dit was eintlik nie iets nie, maar Iemand, naamlik die Seun van God Self!   "Want dit het die Vader behaag dat in Hom die ganse volheid sou woon" (Kol. 1:19).   Die Ou Testament was ‘n skadubeeld - hierdie was die realiteit.  God het Homself aan ons openbaar in die Persoon van sy Seun.  “En uit sy volheid het ons almal ontvang, ja, genade op genade." (Joh. 1:16).  [AT] /  From the book of Hebrews to the end of the NT it is all about true faith and enduring faith. / See Mauro's excellent commentary on the book of Hebrews. / In the past God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets at many times and in various ways, but in these last days He has spoken to us by His Son. (Hebrews 1:1,2 NIV) 
Heb 1:2  but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed the heir of all things, through whom also he created the world.

NOT A TRUTH, BUT THE TRUTH HEBREWS 1:1-2    "In many separate revelations [each of which set forth a portion of the Truth] and in different ways God spoke of old to [our] forefathers in and by the prophets, But in the last of these days He has spoken to us in  [the person of a] Son, Whom He appointed Heir and lawful Owner of all things, also by and through Whom He created the worlds and the reaches of space and the ages of time [He made, produced, built, operated, and arranged them in order].  (Amplified Translation) The character of the Old Testament revelation is clearly revealed in our text.  It was a revelation that came to God's people in various fragments and pieces, like a puzzle that slowly takes on form as you receive piece by piece.  In this fashion God chose to awaken in man anticipation for the fullness of His revelation.  All the prophets and men of God in the Old Testament looked forward to the complete manifestation of what they received only in shadow.  Then, when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth His Son (Gal. 4:4). The incarnation of Christ ushered in a new era.  The dawning of a new day in God's calendar arrived and the angels proclaimed with joy, "Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men" (Luke 2:14).  The revelation of God was not just another profound truth.  It was not only a principle to be diligently applied.  It was more than a deep prophetic insight.  It was in fact not something, but Someone, even the Son of God Himself.  "For it pleased the Father that in Him all the fullness should dwell" (Col. 1:19).  The Old Testament was a shadow; this was the reality.  God revealed Himself to us in the Person of His Son.  "And of His fullness we have all received, and grace upon grace" (Jn. 1:16). We thus note immediately a very significant difference between the Old and the New Testament.  In the Old the revelation was fragmented and incomplete, in the New it is fulfilled and complete.  Therefore we have to be vigilant always so as to not fall back into an Old Testament approach to the Christian life.  If you see only various beautiful truths in the New Testament and you emphasize these truths without seeing their fulfillment in Christ, you will be carried away with every wind of doctrine (Eph. 4:14).  Everything we do, say, think and preach must start with Christ and end with Christ.  If you feel that this is a bit radical, consider again the words of the One Who sent His Son: "This is my beloved Son: hear Him" (Mark 9:7). Quote of the Day:  "Did you never hear a sermon as to which you felt that if Jesus had come into that pulpit while the man was making his oration, he would have said, "Go down, go down; what business have you here? I sent you to preach about me, and you preach about a dozen other things. Go home and learn of me, and then come and talk."  C.H. Spurgeon / 
Heb 1:3  He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, and he upholds the universe by the word of his power. After making purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high,

See Barnes / CHARACTER IS THE BEAUTY OF THE SOUL Alexander Whyte ‘The express image’ [Gr. ‘the character’].—Heb. 1. 3.  The word ‘character’ occurs only once in the New Testament, and that is in the passage in the prologue of the Epistle to the Hebrews, where the original word is translated ‘express image’ in our version.  Our Lord is the Express Image of the Invisible Father.  No man has seen God at any time.  The only-begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the Father, He has declared Him.  The Father has sealed His divine image upon His Son, so that he that has seen the Son has seen the Father.  The Son is thus the Father’s character stamped upon and set forth in human nature.  The Word was made flesh.  /
Heb 1:4  having become as much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs.

Heb 1:5  For to which of the angels did God ever say, "YOU ARE MY SON, TODAY I HAVE BEGOTTEN YOU"? Or again, "I WILL BE TO HIM A FATHER, AND HE SHALL BE TO ME A SON"?
(PSALM 2:7) / (2 SAMUEL 7:14; 1 CHRONICLES 17:13) / 
Heb 1:6  And again, when he brings the firstborn into the world, he says, "LET ALL GOD'S ANGELS WORSHIP HIM."
(DEUTERONOMY 32:43 in the Dead Sea Scrolls and the Greek Septuagint version of the Jewish Bible).
Heb 1:7  Of the angels he says, "HE MAKES HIS ANGELS WINDS, AND HIS MINISTERS A FLAME OF FIRE."
(PSALM 104:4).
Heb 1:8  But of the Son he says, "YOUR THRONE, O GOD, IS FOREVER AND EVER, THE SCEPTER OF UPRIGHTNESS IS THE SCEPTER OF YOUR KINGDOM.
(PSALM 45:6,7). /
Heb 1:9  YOU HAVE LOVED RIGHTEOUSNESS AND HATED WICKEDNESS; THEREFORE GOD, YOUR GOD, HAS ANOINTED YOU WITH THE OIL OF GLADNESS BEYOND YOUR COMPANIONS."
Heb 1:10  And, "YOU, LORD, LAID THE FOUNDATION OF THE EARTH IN THE BEGINNING, AND THE HEAVENS ARE THE WORK OF YOUR HANDS;
(PSALM 102:25-27).
Heb 1:11  THEY WILL PERISH, BUT YOU REMAIN; THEY WILL ALL WEAR OUT LIKE A GARMENT,
Heb 1:12  LIKE A ROBE YOU WILL ROLL THEM UP, LIKE A GARMENT THEY WILL BE CHANGED. BUT YOU ARE THE SAME, AND YOUR YEARS WILL HAVE NO END."
Heb 1:13  And to which of the angels has he ever said, "SIT AT MY RIGHT HAND UNTIL I MAKE YOUR ENEMIES A FOOTSTOOL FOR YOUR FEET"?
(PSALM 110:1)
Heb 1:14  Are they not all ministering spirits sent out to serve for the sake of those who are to inherit salvation?

CHAPTER TWO

HEBREWS 2V1-9

Albert: 1. If we had to pay attention when God spoke through the law, how much closer attention do we need to give to His speaking in His Son! This is a direct speaking in grace and requires the utmost attention from us. The OC was absolutely reliable in the mouth of angels and had to be explicitly obeyed. Thus neglect of the NC will lead to an even more terrible punishment, since it was spoken by the Lord and confirmed by the HS. God has spoken very clearly in His Son. We need to LISTEN (1-4)! 2. The new creation has dawned in Christ and it will increasingly be manifested unto magnificent splendour. This new world has everything to do with man being glorified in Christ. Man was only temporarily placed lower than the angels, but already the new order of things has been revealed. Now we do not yet see the full glory and honour of the new creation in Christ, but we do see the Head of this new creation, Jesus the One exalted above all because of His suffering on the cross. The Father brought us to the glory of sonship by perfecting Jesus through suffering. We should always be aware that our sonship and sanctification are rooted in the Son and He is rooted in the Father. This is the heart of our sanctification and it firmly connects us in a wonderful spiritual union with the Father for whom and by whom all things exist. Because we are linked to the same source Jesus gladly calls us brothers and embraces us as childred given to Him by the Father.  What a tremendous privilege (6-13).     3. These verses are the most marvelous explanation for the incarnation in all of the Bible. Our human state of flesh and blood compelled Jesus our brother to also clothe Himself with flesh and blood in order to be subject to death. This death was, however, the very place where the one who delights to steal, kill, and destroy was destroyed himself. Thus Jesus delivered us from the fear of death, because He overcame it in resurrection! Glory! We are no longer slaves to death. Jesus delights in helping those who believe like Abraham did! The angels could never receive this kind of help. Jesus became weak like us, yet without yielding to sin and thus He was a merciful and faithful high priest. He fully met the penalty for our sins and can help us to the uttermost whenever we are tempted. What a great salvation! May we ever rejoice in it and make full use of its many benefits (14-18).  /

Heb 2:1  Therefore we must pay much closer attention to what we have heard, lest we drift away from it.

CR: Prov. 19v27 / Aim for AAA! Addiction, Anointing and Affection. ADDICTION to the Word of Christ, an insatiable desire to eat and drink of Christ in the Word of His grace and righteousness. Under the abiding ANOINTING of the Spirit, revealing, speaking, constraining, restraining, urging to pray and praise, etc. Living in the place of a profound AFFECTION for people, carrying no burdens for yourself, but only burden for others, under an almost physical pain of desiring others to see what you see in the Gospel. [AT] / 
Heb 2:2  For since the message declared by angels proved to be reliable, and every transgression or disobedience received a just retribution,

OCCASIONALLY WE HAVE OVERLOOKED the theological significance of Jesus’ humanity. That is one of the important themes of Hebrews 2. Both the one who makes human beings holy—Jesus himself—and the human beings who are made holy are of the same family. That is why Jesus is not ashamed to call us brothers (2:11). Since we have flesh and blood, he shared in our humanity (2:14)—which of course implies that this was something not intrinsically his, but something he had to take on (the eternal Word “became flesh,” John 1:14). He did this so that by his death (something he could never have experienced if he had not donned flesh and blood) “he might destroy him who holds the power of death . . . and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by their fear of death” (2:14, 15). Jesus did not don the nature of angels (2:16—which shows that Jesus was not a merely angelic being). Rather, he became a human being, a human being with a genuine lineage—the lineage of Abraham (2:16). If he was to serve as mediator between God and human beings, “he had to be made like his brothers in every way” (2:17—which presupposes that he already was like God in every way). So it was entirely “fitting,” then, that God should make the author of our salvation “perfect through suffering” (2:10). The idea is not that Jesus gains through suffering a moral perfection he otherwise would have lacked, but that the perfection of his identification with us depended on participating in our common currency, which is suffering. The author of Hebrews has already hinted at the problem that Jesus came to resolve. Originally human beings were made to be God’s vice-regents over the entire creation, a point not only made by the creation accounts (Gen. 1—2) but reiterated in the superb poetry of Psalm 8 (cited in Heb. 2:6-8). But as the author of Hebrews points out, we do not yet see everything under our feet, as Genesis 1 and Psalm 8 envisage. Of course not: the Fall has intervened, and death takes its unvarying toll. But what do we see? “[W]e see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels, now crowned with glory and honor because he suffered death, so that by the grace of God he might taste death for everyone” (2:9). The point is not exactly that Jesus is the “man” envisaged in Psalm 8, as if he were being prophetically described, but that by his mission, by his identification with us, and by his death, he becomes the first human being to be crowned with such glory and honor, as he brings many sons—a new humanity—to glory. /

Heb 2:3  how shall we escape if we neglect such a great salvation? It was declared at first by the Lord, and it was attested to us by those who heard,

It needs but the slightest attention to the passage to make it perfectly clear that the “we” who are in danger of suffering loss through neglect of the “so great salvation” mentioned there, are the redeemed people of God, the children of God, and heirs of salvation. [Mauro] / So if we choose not to listen to Jesus every day and consider him and fix our eyes on him, then we are scorning his importance described in chapter 1 and we are neglecting a "great salvation." Now why would anybody want to do that? The only reason would be if we regard something else as more important to listen to and consider and fix our eyes on. But what distinguishes a Christian from a non-Christian is that a Christian has been born again with a new nature that regards Christ as supremely valuable. And so we find the argument of chapter 1 powerfully compelling. God has spoken in these last days by a Son . . . For this reason we must listen and we want to listen all the more closely to what he says. The Christian life is first and foremost a life of contemplation-listening to Jesus, considering Jesus, fixing the eyes of the heart on Jesus. Everything else in the Christian life grows out of this. Without this the Christian life is simply unlivable. This is why the next phrase in verse 1 is a warning: " . . . lest we drift away from it." [Piper] / Drifting is infinitely dangerous. O that I could waken you all to be joyfully vigilant in living the Christian life of looking to Jesus, and considering Jesus, and listening to Jesus. His yoke is easy and his burden is light-as easy as listening and as light as looking. But if we neglect this great salvation, and drift into the love of other things, then we will not escape. We will perish. [Piper] / We repeat, and beg the reader to notice carefully and to keep clearly in mind, that the “so great a salvation, which began to be spoken by the Lord” (Hebrews 2:3) is not the justification of sinners, but the bringing of many sons into glory(Hebrews 2:10). It is not what is represented by the deliverance of the Israelites out of Egypt, but what is represented by bringing the survivorsinto the Promised Land, which Land is a type of “the inhabitable earth to come, wherefore we speak” (Hebrews 2:5). The remission of sins spoken of in Hebrews is not the forgiveness of sins of unconverted men upon believing the Gospel of the Crucified and Risen Savior. It is the forgiveness of the “sins of the people” (Hebrews 2:17)…’ [Mauro] /HOW TO UNDERSTAND THE WARNINGS IN SCRIPTURE: I  shall attempt to show in this chapter that warnings threatening final judgment are pervasive in Scripture. Severe warnings cannot be restricted to Hebrews, though the warning passages in Hebrews are particularly bracing and emphatic. Before analyzing the biblical text, we should survey the scholarly landscape relative to the warning passages. First, many scholars maintain that the warnings in Scripture threaten believers with damnation if they fall away from the faith or apostatize. On this view the warnings are addressed to believers who have truly embraced Jesus Christ. They threaten final damnation if one apostatizes, and it is argued that true believers may indeed fall away from the faith.1 If apostasy were not possible, they maintain, then why would the warnings be included? Warnings are superfluous if it is impossible to fall away. In the history of interpretation this view is identified as the Arminian interpretation. A second view that has gained some popularity in recent years is the loss of rewards view. This view has been promoted in the United States by the Grace Evangelical Society and its journal, Grace Evangelical Journal.2 According to this interpretation, the warnings are addressed to genuine believers. Failure to heed the warnings, however, will not lead to final judgment. Instead believers will lose rewards if they fail to do what is commanded. The rewards in view are not eternal life, for eternal life is guaranteed and can never be lost by a believer. The rewards are blessings and privileges above and beyond eternal life, so that one who heeds the warnings will perhaps enjoy a higher status in heaven, or greater responsibility in heaven, because of this obedience. Often those who subscribe to this interpretation emphasize that if believers heed the warnings, they will also enjoy a more fruitful life as Christians on earth. They will be disciples who bear fruit and abide in Christ, enjoying true fellowship with him. Failure to be a disciple or to bear fruit can never rob a believer of salvation, for salvation is irrevocable and can never be lost. Still, the warnings are genuine warnings, for believers may not obtain the rewards God promised, and their lives on earth may not bring much glory to God. The Arminian and the loss of rewards views agree that the warnings are addressed to genuine believers. Further, the threats are not merely hypothetical. If believers flout the warnings, they will face the consequences of such disobedience. Still, the two views differ on the nature of the punishment. Arminians claim that the warnings threaten loss of salvation, whereas the view associated with the Grace Evangelical Society sees only a loss of rewards. Many of those from a Calvinist persuasion have still another take on the warning texts. In many instances they read the warning passages, especially in Hebrews 6, as if they are addressed to those who are not Christians.3 Those challenged are “almost” Christians but are not authentically saved. Calvinists who read the warnings this way agree with Arminians that the threat is final judgment, not merely loss of rewards. Further, they concur that the warnings are not hypothetical. Some actually do fall away and renounce the faith. Still, these warnings (at least in Hebrews 6) are addressed to those who are not genuine Christians, so there is no question of true believers forsaking their salvation. AT COMMENT: Hence, Arminian, Rewards and Calvinist views. Schreiner has a fourth view, namely that warnings are addressed to true believers in order to really falling away, but yet they cannot fall away…hmmmm. I tend strongly towards the rewards view, but I am also partial to the Calvinist view based primarily on Matthew 13. [Schreiner: excerpted from “Run to win the Prize”] / 

Heb 2:4  while God also bore witness by signs and wonders and various miracles and by gifts of the Holy Spirit distributed according to his will.

Gal. 3:5 /
Heb 2:5  Now it was not to angels that God subjected the world to come, of which we are speaking.

Heb 2:6  It has been testified somewhere, "WHAT IS MAN, THAT YOU ARE MINDFUL OF HIM, OR THE SON OF MAN, THAT YOU CARE FOR HIM?
(PSALM 8:4-6). / He is the representative man. Indeed, only one Man has a proper and approved relationship with God and man. That one Man is Jesus Christ. He represents the meaning of man. In Hebrews 2:6 the question is asked, "What is man?" The answer comes in verse 9: "We see Jesus." Jesus Christ is the one Man who has the one, unique relationship with God. Seek no further. /

Heb 2:7  YOU MADE HIM FOR A LITTLE WHILE LOWER THAN THE ANGELS; YOU HAVE CROWNED HIM WITH GLORY AND HONOR,
Heb 2:8  PUTTING EVERYTHING IN SUBJECTION UNDER HIS FEET." Now in putting everything in subjection to him, he left nothing outside his control. At present, we do not yet see everything in subjection to him.

Heb 2:9  But we see him who for a little while was made lower than the angels, namely Jesus, crowned with glory and honor because of the suffering of death, so that by the grace of God he might taste death for everyone.

If as a believer you are discouraged with yourself and frustrated in going on with the Lord, let me encourage you to lay aside everything and simply open to the Lord and say, “Lord, open my eyes and show me how to behold You. This is my greatest need.” Indeed, the God-ordained way to proceed in the Christian life is to be a person restricted and reduced to beholding the glory of the Lord. / Don’t be distracted by what you see in yourself. Keep your eyes upon Jesus and trust Him to subdue every unruly thing. Even in such an unfinished state, we still see Jesus! Our heart can be positioned and focused on Christ, despite the existence of the unsubjected things. / 
HEBREWS 2V10-18
Heb 2:10  For it was fitting that he, for whom and by whom all things exist, in bringing many sons to glory, should make the founder of their salvation perfect through suffering.

Heb 2:11  For he who sanctifies and those who are sanctified all have one source. That is why he is not ashamed to call them brothers,

Heb 2:12  saying, "I WILL TELL OF YOUR NAME TO MY BROTHERS; IN THE MIDST OF THE CONGREGATION I WILL SING YOUR PRAISE."
(PSALM 22:22). /
Heb 2:13  And again, "I WILL PUT MY TRUST IN HIM." And again, "BEHOLD, I AND THE CHILDREN GOD HAS GIVEN ME."
(ISAIAH 8:17). /
Heb 2:14  Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, he himself likewise partook of the same things, that through death he might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the devil,

Heb 2:15  and deliver all those who through fear of death were subject to lifelong slavery.

Heb 2:16  For surely it is not angels that he helps, but he helps the offspring of Abraham.

The angels sinned without temptation , but Abraham's children were tempted. / 

Heb 2:17  Therefore he had to be made like his brothers in every respect, so that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in the service of God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people.

Today’s Church is fast asleep – less correct morally than other religions (which need a moral ladder to reach/please their god (but in their secret lives they live immorally). WE HAVE A SUFFICIENT SACRIFICE – TO ACCEPT BY GRACE!

[Christo Botes] /

Heb 2:18  For because he himself has suffered when tempted, he is able to help those who are being tempted.

CHAPTER THREE

HEBREWS 3V1-9

Albert: (cf. 1 Cor. 10v1-13): 1. NC believers are wholly separated unto God and they have a heavenly calling. Thus they should pay close attention to Jesus, for He Himself is the apostle and high priest of our confession. We should be thoroughly Christ-centered! Moses and Christ were both faithful with regard to the covenants they represent, but Jesus is worthy of more glory and honor because He is the builder of the house! Jesus is God the builder, but Moses was just a representative of the OC part of the building of God's house.  Moses testified as a servant of a greater glory that was to come. Christ reveals sonship in God's house, however, and we are partakers of this sonship-house. We must just make very sure that THIS is the confidence and boasting that we hold onto until the consummation of this glorious house appears. Hallelujah, we may have great confidence in Christ and even boast in Him. Cf. Phil. 3v3 (1-6). 2. Based on this wonderful truth of being God's sonship-house in Christ we must heed the current voice of the HS and not harden our hearts the way the Israelites did in the wilderness. They never got to know God's ways and did not understand that He lovingly planned the good land for them. This kind of unbelief causes God's wrath to be kindled and keeps us from entering His rest. We thus have to be most careful that we do not yield in any way to unbelief which would lead us away from our faithful God.  Sin is deceitful and can harden our hearts to such an extent that we cease to believe in the goodness of God and His promise of a good land now and forever. Therefore we have to daily remind one another of our heavenly calling and encourage one another to continue believing and persevering with confidence in Christ alone. The HS speaks TODAY in Christ. We have to hear and not harden our hearts like the Israelites of old. It is possible to hear the wonderful news of rest in Christ and not believe fully, but rebel and sin against the light. This is considered by God to be disobedience and it will keep us from entering the land of rest where Christ reigns supreme and the Father shapes us for His glory by the Spirit (7-19). /
Heb 3:1  Therefore, holy brothers, you who share in a heavenly calling, consider Jesus, the apostle and high priest of our confession,

Heb 3:2  who was faithful to him who appointed him, just as Moses also was faithful in all God's house.

Heb 3:3  For Jesus has been counted worthy of more glory than Moses--as much more glory as the builder of a house has more honor than the house itself.

Heb 3:4  (For every house is built by someone, but the builder of all things is God.)

Heb 3:5  Now Moses was faithful in all God's house as a servant, to testify to the things that were to be spoken later,

Heb 3:6  but Christ is faithful over God's house as a son. And we are his house if indeed we hold fast our confidence and our boasting in our hope.

Col. 1v23 / We are His household. (Hebrews 3:6 ISV) / Sien Efes. 2v19-22 3n Kol. 1v24 /
Heb 3:7  Therefore, as the Holy Spirit says, "TODAY, IF YOU HEAR HIS VOICE,
(PSALM 95:7-11). /
Heb 3:8  DO NOT HARDEN YOUR HEARTS AS IN THE REBELLION, ON THE DAY OF TESTING IN THE WILDERNESS,
Heb 3:9  WHERE YOUR FATHERS PUT ME TO THE TEST AND SAW MY WORKS FOR FORTY YEARS.
HEBREWS 3V10-19

Heb 3:10  THEREFORE I WAS PROVOKED WITH THAT GENERATION, AND SAID, 'THEY ALWAYS GO ASTRAY IN THEIR HEART; THEY HAVE NOT KNOWN MY WAYS.'
God se weë het eerstens te doen met Sy werke...teenoor ons werke. / God se weë het te doen met die karakter waarvan Mt. 5 tot 7 praat. Heiligheid en dan GEREGTIGHEID. Sonder geregtigheid wat volg is ons heiligheid net 'n skyn. /
Heb 3:11  AS I SWORE IN MY WRATH, 'THEY SHALL NOT ENTER MY REST.'"
Heb 3:12  Take care, brothers, lest there be in any of you an evil, unbelieving heart, leading you to fall away from the living God.

Heb 3:13  But exhort one another every day, as long as it is called "today," that none of you may be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin.

So  help each other every day to go on believing. Do that each day, because the word ‘today’ means ‘now’ for us. Then none of you will want to refuse God because of wrong things. We can tell ourselves that wrong things are not very bad. But if we do wrong things, we are fools. Heb. 3v13 Easy English Bible / Would you listen or cry " don't judge me"? Do you care enough to encourage? Both are symptoms of a hard heart, don't care or don't judge. /  
Heb 3:14  For we have come to share in Christ, if indeed we hold our original confidence firm to the end.

See v. 6 /

Heb 3:15  As it is said, "TODAY, IF YOU HEAR HIS VOICE, DO NOT HARDEN YOUR HEARTS AS IN THE REBELLION."
(PSALM 95:7-8).  / 1 Cor. 10/

Heb 3:16  For who were those who heard and yet rebelled? Was it not all those who left Egypt led by Moses?

Heb 3:17  And with whom was he provoked for forty years? Was it not with those who sinned, whose bodies fell in the wilderness?

Heb 3:18  And to whom did he swear that they would not enter his rest, but to those who were disobedient?

They were disobedient to the promise God made concerning the Promised Land. Hence it was the disobedience of unbelief. The opposite is the obedience of faith. / To whom was God speaking when He took an oath that they would never enter His rest? Wasn‟t it the people who disobeyed Him? (Hebrews 3:18 NLT) 
Heb 3:19  So we see that they were unable to enter because of unbelief.
AT Link: Heb. 4:6 and Rom. 1:5.  / 
CHAPTER FOUR

HEBREWS 4V1-8

Albert: 1. God's Gospel promise of total rest remains to be appropriated by all those who will. Hence we need to have a healthy fear of missing His rest and thus thwarting His plan of glory in and through us. The good news is that God has made EVERY possible provision for us to enter into the good land and to live there in victory. The Israelites of old also heard this basic message, but it did not profit them because they refused to respond to the implications of the message awakened in them in the hearing of it (cf. Rom. 10v17). Those who have embraced this message with all their hearts have entered into the rest of the good land. The way to this rest is barred by God Himself, however, to those who refuse to respond in faith. God has done it all. Even the physical creation testifies of the completeness of God's work. His work is perfect. We should not refuse His ivitation of rest. This angers Him. The rest that we are invited to enter is God's very own rest, for He rested on the seventh day when His work was finished. We cannot add to His perfect work. We just need to enter and enjoy! The disobedience of unbelief kept the Israelites of old from entering and it will keep us from spiritual rest. The HS is ever coming to us and persuading us to believe in the today of our lives so that we may rest and God may deal with us on that basis. This rest implies that we have stopped our own working towards perfection. We must be most diligent to hear this good news of rest and respond in obedient faith so that we would not fall in the disobedience of the Israelites and remain wilderness wanderers. It is only the Word of God that is able to show us our true condition and enable us to embrace the message of rest with faith. God's Word penetrates and exposes us before the eyes of Him who sees all things. We will give an account to God on the basis of His eternal Word. There are no excuses for unbelief (1-13).  2.  Yet we should be encouraged and know that we do have a great High Priest who is God's very own Son. He has done it all for us. He also knows our weak human frames intimately and has been tempted in every way. Yet He never yielded to sin. Because of Him we NEVER need to shrink back, but we can BOLDLY approach the throne in order to petition the Father to be merciful with our weakness and failings and to give us grace to enter into the fullness of His rest. The PRINCIPLE is that even though we may feel weak, we should never draw back, because God is ALWAYS there to help (14-16)! /

Heb 4:1  Therefore, while the promise of entering his rest still stands, let us fear lest any of you should seem to have failed to reach it.

RUS VIR DIE REIS: [AT] / THE RESTING PLACE OF GOD PSALMS 132:13-14  "For the Lord has chosen Zion; He has desired it for His habitation: 'This is My resting place forever [says the Lord]; here I will dwell, for I have desired it." Quite amazingly the living God, Creator of the ends of the earth and Craftsman of the vast universe, has chosen a specific place where He desires to dwell throughout all eternity.  This place is called Zion in the Bible. If we can locate this place called Zion we may be assured of never-ending wellbeing, for wherever God is there is glory, blessing, and life forevermore.  So where is this Zion?  When we turn to the Old Testament we find that Zion was the highest of the hills on which Jerusalem was built.  When David took it from the Jebusites (Josh. 15:63, 2 Sam. 5:7) he built a citadel and a palace on it and it became known as the 'city of David' (1 Kings 8:1, 2 Kings 19:21).  Moving to the New Testament the picture becomes clearer and we see in Hebrews 12 verse 22 that 'we (the church) have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem'.  This highest point of the physical Jerusalem thus represents the apex of God's eternal purpose and divine economy, the Old Testament being a shadow and picture of the spiritual realities of the New.  In this context the high revelation of the glorious future of the church in Ephesians 2 verse 22 takes on a very special meaning.  It says, 'in whom (Christ) you also are being built together for a dwelling place of God in the Spirit'.  As the body of Christ we have come to this glorious place called Zion and we are right now being built into an eternal dwelling place of God.  What a transcendent and marvelous thought! The eternal and sovereign God is not only going to dwell in and among us forever, but the Word says He specifically desires to dwell with us.  Let us therefore lift our eyes above the temporal and fleeting things of this world and finish our course with joy, for an unspeakably glorious future awaits us with the One who dwells in eternity. Quote of the Day:  "Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty, God will shine forth (Ps. 50:2)." / 

Heb 4:2  For good news came to us just as to them, but the message they heard did not benefit them, because they were not united by faith with those who listened.

Heb 4:3  For we who have believed enter that rest, as he has said, "AS I SWORE IN MY WRATH, 'THEY SHALL NOT ENTER MY REST,'" although his works were finished from the foundation of the world.

(PSALM 95:11); / Faith rests because it knows something.  It knows it is loved (Rom. 8:31-39). / 
Heb 4:4  For he has somewhere spoken of the seventh day in this way: "And God rested on the seventh day from all his works."

Heb 4:5  And again in this passage he said, "THEY SHALL NOT ENTER MY REST."
(GENESIS 2:2). /

Heb 4:6  Since therefore it remains for some to enter it, and those who formerly received the good news failed to enter because of disobedience,
AT Link: Heb. 3:19 and Rom. 1:5.  / Sien. 3v19 en geloofsgehoorsaamheid in Romeine. / 
Heb 4:7  again he appoints a certain day, "Today," saying through David so long afterward, in the words already quoted, "TODAY, IF YOU HEAR HIS VOICE, DO NOT HARDEN YOUR HEARTS."
(PSALM 95:7,8). /
Heb 4:8  For if Joshua had given them rest, God would not have spoken of another day later on.

M.a.w. die woorde van Dawid in Psalm 95v11 /
HEBREWS 4V9-16
Heb 4:9  So then, there remains a Sabbath rest for the people of God,

NB In the context the people of God" here are most likely the Jews.  The rest that remains is being planted into Christ, not just naturally into Abraham and Moses.  [AT] / RUS VAN JOU WERKE EN WERK DAN UIT RUS  Ons hele lewe as dissipels van Jesus word opgesom met hierdie frase.  Eerstens leer die Bybel ons om te rus van ons eie werke.  Dit is nodig omdat niks wat ons uit onsself doen ons voor God kan regverdig nie en niks wat ons uit onsself doen God ooit sal behaag nie. "Kom na My toe, almal wat vermoeid en belas is, en Ek sal julle rus gee." Mattheüs 11:28  "Daar bly dus ‘n sabbatsrus oor vir die volk van God;  want wie in sy rus ingegaan het, rus ook self van sy werke soos God van syne. Hebreërs 4:9-10  Tweedens leer die Bybel ons om te werk uit rus.  God is aktief aan die werk in ons innerlike mens, maar ons kan net Sý werke in ons onderskei wanneer ons gerus het van ons eie pogings om 'n geestelike en morele mens te wees.  In hierdie sabbatsrus begin ons die werke van God ín ons beleef en dan staan ons onder verpligting om kinderlik gehoorsaam te wees aan dit wat God in ons binneste doen. "Daarom, my geliefdes, soos julle altyd gehoorsaam gewees het, nie in my teenwoordigheid alleen nie, maar baie meer nou in my afwesigheid, werk julle eie heil uit met vrees en bewing;  want dit is God wat in julle werk om te wil sowel as om te werk na sy welbehae." Filippense 2:12-13   So ons kan die vraag vra: "Is 'n dissipel 'n pasifis of 'n aktivis?"  Nie een nie.  Hy is albei.  Ware dissipels is vir seker aktief, maar hulle doen net wat God in hulle innerlike openbaar, en dit vanuit rus in Christus. Hier is ons voorbeeld: "Jesus het toe geantwoord en vir hulle gesê: Voorwaar, voorwaar Ek sê vir julle, die Seun kan niks uit Homself doen tensy Hy die Vader dit sien doen nie. Want alles wat Hy doen, dit doen die Seun ook net so." Johannes 5:19 En hier is ons huidige werklikheid en verantwoordelikheid: "Ek is die wynstok, julle die lote. Wie in My bly, en Ek in hom, hy dra veel vrug; want sonder My kan julle niks doen nie." Johannes 15:5   [AT] / There still exists, therefore, a full and complete rest for the people of God. (Hebrews 4:9 Phillips) 
Heb 4:10  for whoever has entered God's rest has also rested from his works as God did from his.

DAILY SABBATH CELEBRATION: We have to daily celebrate the Sabbath, the shalom that is the result of the gospel of grace. Everything we say and do must be based on the gospel sabbath. The rest in the finished work of Christ is the only acceptable basis for NT living and ministry. [AT] / 

Heb 4:11  Let us therefore strive to enter that rest, so that no one may fall by the same sort of disobedience.

Let us then be eager to know this rest for ourselves, and let us beware that no one misses it through falling into the same kind of unbelief as those we have mentioned. (Hebrews 4:11 Phillips) 
Heb 4:12  For the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing to the division of soul and of spirit, of joints and of marrow, and discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart.

See note 1 Cor. 1v18 /  AT Link: Compare with 1 Cor. 1v18 and also the whole of 1 Cor. 1 and 2. The word of the cross is a message of strength from WEAKNESS demonstrated in the death and resurrection of Christ and it is this message that opens the door to our hearts when we believe it. It is this message that divides between soul and spirit...first through Christ's wisdom and then His righteousness. Then follows the divided life of sanctification and glorification. [AT] / See Murray, Newell and Fowler / 
Heb 4:13  And no creature is hidden from his sight, but all are naked and exposed to the eyes of him to whom we must give account.

Ps. 139v23-24. / We can hide our unbelief from man but we cannot hide our unbelief from God. /
Heb 4:14  Since then we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession.

Heb 4:15  For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin.

Heb 4:16  Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.

In context this help has to do with temptation, both victory over and forgiveness if we yielded to it. [AT] / NB Read Heb. 4v16 in the light of victory over temptation and sin. In the NC we have wonderful recourse to constant and secret prayer to overcome the power of indwelling sin. Paul instructs us to 'put on the whole armour of God' (that we may stand and resist temptation), and then adds v18 (Eph. 6) 'praying always with all prayer...' Without this attitude we lack any real help. [AT].  / 'If we do not abide in prayer, we will abide in temptation.' John Owen  / Every new juncture in our Christian life, no matter what it is, is simply another occasion for fresh supplies from the throne of grace. We are vessels receiving the bountiful supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ. Our whole understanding of the Christian life must be renewed in this way. The Christian life is a supplied life. Thus, spending time with the Lord is prime time in our daily life to get connected with the supply./ 
CHAPTER FIVE

HEBREWS 5V1-14

Albert: 1. A human high priest was appointed to represent others before God and offer sacrifices for theirs sins. Human high priests could deal gently with the weaknesses of others because he was weak himself. Thus he also had to offer a sacrifice for his own sins. High priests do not appoint themselves, God does. In the same way Christ did not appoint Himself, the Father did. Jesus was born as a man in order to be a High Priest. We need to always keep this in mind. He was a priest after the order of Melchizedek. Jesus Himself had to offer up prayers and supplications to the Father with intense passion when He was in the flesh. His prayers were answered because of His reverence. We need to imitate the prayer-life of Jesus. Sonship does not abrogate the necessity to learn obedience through suffering. Even Jesus Himself had to go this route while He was in the flesh. Connect this truth with 4v11 that says we need to 'strive' to enter the Rest. Is this relevant, or can we just enter into the labour and striving of Jesus? Jesus was perfected in obedience by His suffering and now He is the source of our salvation as our great High Priest (1-10). 2. When disciples have become dull of hearing it is hard to explain the deeper things of the faith. All TD must get to a place where they are able to teach others the realities of the faith. It is possible for disciples to be so dulled in their hearing that they need to be taught the basics of the faith again. They need to be fed with milk again like children, because they do not have the skills of hearing and handling the word of righteousness. The 'word of righteousness' has to do with God's way of bringing man both to right standing and to right living in Christ.  Mature believers are able to eat the solid food of God's ways in Christ, however, because their powers of spiritual discernment have been TRAINED by constant use to receive the truth as it is in Jesus and shun the lies of religion and self-righteousness. Note here that skill in the truth requires training and constant practice. This speaks of a diligence that can only be applied by those who are AWAKE and spiritually alert to the teaching of the HS (11-14). /

Heb 5:1  For every high priest chosen from among men is appointed to act on behalf of men in relation to God, to offer gifts and sacrifices for sins.

Heb 5:2  He can deal gently with the ignorant and wayward, since he himself is beset with weakness.

Heb 5:3  Because of this he is obligated to offer sacrifice for his own sins just as he does for those of the people.

Heb 5:4  And no one takes this honor for himself, but only when called by God, just as Aaron was.

Heb 5:5  So also Christ did not exalt himself to be made a high priest, but was appointed by him who said to him, "YOU ARE MY SON, TODAY I HAVE BEGOTTEN YOU";
(PSALM 2:7). /
Heb 5:6  as he says also in another place, "YOU ARE A PRIEST FOREVER, AFTER THE ORDER OF MELCHIZEDEK."
(PSALM 110:4). /
Heb 5:7  In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud cries and tears, to him who was able to save him from death, and he was heard because of his reverence.

Was the prayer of Jesus in Gethsemane that caused Him to sweat blood and the text in Heb. 5v7 not an example for us that we sometimes have to pray through agony to get out in resurrection on the other side? / Only humble and broken people truly pray, for they are needy. The more we are broken the more we will pray in power. If you are constantly broken you will pray constantly...intercede without ceasing. [AT] / 
Heb 5:8  Although he was a son, he learned obedience through what he suffered.

Heb 5:9  And being made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation to all who obey him,

Heb 5:10  being designated by God a high priest after the order of Melchizedek.

Heb 5:11  About this we have much to say, and it is hard to explain, since you have become dull of hearing.

MOENIE JOU ORE VERLOOR NIE ”En Hy sê vir hulle: Wie ore het om te hoor, laat hom hoor." Markus 4:9   Het almal dan nie ore nie?  Klaarblyklik nie.  Party mense gee ag op God se stem en ander nie.  Jesus sê dat die wat wel ag gee seker moet maak dat die boodskap by hulle harte uitkom. Ware dissipels het ore, maar hulle kan ook begin om hulle "ore te verloor" as hulle nie hierdie opdrag van Jesus gehoorsaam nie.  As ons aanhou luister na waarheid sonder dat dit ons hart bereik en dan deur die krag van die Gees in dade oorgaan, gebeur daar onvermydelik iets met ons geestelike gehoor. "Waaroor ons veel te sê het wat swaar is om te verklaar, omdat julle traag geword het om te hoor." Hebreërs 5:11  As jy voel dat dit met jou aan die gebeur is of reeds die geval is, moenie wag nie.  Gaan dadelik na die troon van genade en vra die Vader om jou gehoor te herstel. Bely jou traagheid m.b.t. geestelike werklikhede en vertrou God om herstel te bring. [AT] / Isa. 50:4-5  “The Sovereign Lord has given me an instructed tongue, to know the word that sustains the weary.  He wakens me morning by morning, wakens my ear to listen like one being taught.  5 The Sovereign Lord has opened my ears, and I have not been rebellious; I have not drawn back.” A true disciple is one who has learned to listen.  The Father’s primary appeal to us is to be attentive to His Word.  This is why Jesus often spoke the following words in the gospels, ‘he who has ears to hear, let him hear!’  There are many voices in the world, but only one voice that brings rest and blessing.  Besides the many opinions of various schools of thought and the emotional appeal of family members and friends there is the subtle voice of our archenemy, Satan.   In the midst of all these confusing signals the voice of our heavenly Father continually seeks to get our attention so that we may experience His authority and sovereign care in every situation.  He who has your ear has your heart and therefore we must pay unusual attention to this word.  The Bible uses the phrase ‘dull of hearing’ to refer to those who have allowed the many things in this world to distract them from listening with rapt attention to the voice of the Shepherd.  In fact, in Hebrews 5 verse 11 and the verses following, dullness of hearing is identified as the main reason for retarded spiritual growth.   But how should we then get to this place of attentiveness?  By looking unto Jesus (Heb. 12:2) and away from everything that distracts.  If two people are speaking at the same time you will only be able to hear the one towards whom you are looking. As you begin to focus on that which God has spoken in His Son (Heb. 1:1-2) your heart will be drawn and you will in time become a skilled listener.  Note that even in the well-known passage about being “doers of the word” in James 1 the emphasis is on “not forgetting” what we heard (v25).  We are encouraged in our text by the fact that the Sovereign Lord ‘wakens’ and ‘opens’ ears.  All we need to do is ask. ‘Oh Father, give us ears to hear and also an instructed tongue so that we may sustain the weary.’  “Ninety percent of discipleship is having ears to hear.  Obedience follows when His word reaches our hearts.” [AT] / THE ART OF LISTENING TO GOD PSALMS 81:8  ‘Hear, O My people, and I will testify to you; O Israel, if you will listen to Me,’ PROVERBS 4:20  ‘My son, listen to my words; bow down your ear to my sayings.’ MARK 9:7    ‘And there was a cloud that overshadowed them.  And a voice came out of the cloud, saying, This is My beloved Son. Hear Him.’ HEBREWS 5:11  ‘of whom we have many things to say, and hard to be explained since you are dull of hearing.’ God is the great Communicator.  The Bible says in Psalms 19:1-2:  ‘the heavens declare the glory of God; and the expanse proclaims His handiwork.  Day by day they pour forth speech, and night to night reveals knowledge.’  Even the heavens and nature itself proclaim the message of God.  It is furthermore very significant that Jesus is called the Word of God in John 1.  How often in the gospels Jesus said, ‘he who has ears to hear, let him hear.’  God is always speaking and communicating.  The question is, ‘are we listening!’  God has much that He desires to share with us in the here and the now, but often we are so dull of hearing that we simply cannot hear His voice. The Holy Spirit has many things that He wants to reveal to us concerning Christ and the kingdom of God (1 Cor. 2: 9-12), but how often do we grieve and quench Him because we cannot be quiet before God and listen.  There are many reasons why believers do not listen as they should.  Allow me to mention a few of these: we do not take the Word of God seriously; moreover we expect God to speak to us, but we only give Him a rushed fifteen minutes in the morning in which to do it; it could also be that we have never been taught the importance of listening to God.  Furthermore, we live in an age that cannot handle silence, there must always be some electronic device blaring away in the background; then again some believers have such unnaturally active minds that they cannot even listen to other people, let alone to God; when we do somehow find time to hear God, we are often too consumed with our own opinions concerning things to pay attention to God’s opinion.  Probably the biggest problem is the fact that our heads are often so filled with our own thoughts and the impressions that the external world make on us that there is simply no space for God to communicate His thoughts.  Ours is a generation that has unlearned the art of listening to God.  We are addicted to instant solutions to everything.  It would not be far-fetched to say that the main reason why many believers do not grow in the Lord is because they simply do not have the spiritual attention span to really hear what God has to say.  In short, they do not know how to be quiet before God and to listen.  Listening to God begins by respecting His Word enough to approach it without prejudice, preconceived ideas, or volumes of our own opinions (1 Thes.2:13) and then to expect God to speak to us through His Word.  Secondly, to realize that God today speaks in His Son (Heb. 1:1-2) and therefore we have to pay special attention to the work and Person of Christ revealed in the gospel.  Thirdly, we have to wake up to the fact that the Holy Spirit is within us, actively endeavouring to reveal to us the mind and will of God (1 Cor. 2:9-12), but never forcing us to listen.  We have to make the time and offer the attention that God, being the Almighty Creator and Sustainer of all life, deserves.  Lastly, we need to be humble enough to really listen to those who also have the Spirit of Christ in them.  If we would speak less, even in prayer, and listen more attentively to what God is saying our spiritual lives would soon be enriched beyond our wildest expectations and our prayer lives would also be revolutionized.  Will you today surrender your busy life to God and trust Him to make of you an obedient child who has one main priority, to listen to God? Quote of the Day:  “ He who can truly listen to God, by that simple act of faith will see the effect of grace within him and experience the Word made flesh in all the circumstances of his life.” / THE DISCIPLE’S SECRET ISAIAH 50:4-5  “The Sovereign Lord has given me an instructed tongue, to know the word that sustains the weary.  He wakens me morning by morning, wakens my ear to listen like one being taught.  5 The Sovereign Lord has opened my ears, and I have not been rebellious; I have not drawn back.” A true disciple is one who has learned to listen.  The Father’s primary appeal to us is to be attentive to His Word.  This is why Jesus often spoke the following words in the gospels, ‘he who has ears to hear, let him hear!’  There are many voices in the world, but only one voice that brings rest and blessing.  Besides the many opinions of various schools of thought and the emotional appeal of family members and friends there is the subtle voice of our archenemy, Satan.   In the midst of all these confusing signals the voice of our heavenly Father continually seeks to get our attention so that we may experience His authority and sovereign care in every situation.  He who has your ear has your heart and therefore we must pay unusual attention to this word.  The Bible uses the phrase ‘dull of hearing’ to refer to those who have allowed the many things in this world to distract them from listening with rapt attention to the voice of the Shepherd.  In fact, in Hebrews 5 verse 11 and the verses following, dullness of hearing is identified as the main reason for retarded spiritual growth.   But how should we then get to this place of attentiveness?  By looking unto Jesus (Heb. 12:2) and away from everything that distracts.  If two people are speaking at the same time you will only be able to hear the one towards whom you are looking. As you begin to focus on that which God has spoken in His Son (Heb. 1:1-2) your heart will be drawn and you will in time become a skilled listener.  Note that even in the well-known passage about being “doers of the word” in James 1 the emphasis is on “not forgetting” what we heard (v25).  We are encouraged in our text by the fact that the Sovereign Lord ‘wakens’ and ‘opens’ ears.  All we need to do is ask. ‘Oh Father, give us ears to hear and also an instructed tongue so that we may sustain the weary.’ Quote of the Day:  “Ninety percent of discipleship is having ears to hear.  Obedience follows when His word reaches our hearts.” /
Heb 5:12  For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach you again the basic principles of the oracles of God. You need milk, not solid food,

Kol. 3v16 /
Heb 5:13  for everyone who lives on milk is unskilled in the word of righteousness, since he is a child.

Heb 5:14  But solid food is for the mature, for those who have their powers of discernment trained by constant practice to distinguish good from evil.

CR: 1 Tim. 4v7-8 / Efes. 4v14 /
CHAPTER SIX

HEBREWS 6V1-8

Albert: 1. Disciples should at some stage, if they do not advance, be admonished to move on in the things of God. Verse 4 to 8 makes it clear that such stinted growth can be harmful and dangerous. The elementary doctrine of Christ is the foundatuon and has to do with two sets of termination of the old and germination of the new and one set dealing with life after death. Repentance from religion and faith in the living God towards true fruitfulness in Christ. Water baptism that terminates the old life followed by Spirit baptism that germinates the new life. Resurrection followed by judgment (1-3). 2. Once a foundation is laid one can only build ON it, not lay another foundation on top of the first one. Disciples who do not move on make a mockery of the resurrection power of Christ that is supposed to follow faith in the cross. God's aim with the gospel is for us to become fruitful. Grace received by faith will always bear precious fruit. When our hearts do not continue to respond to grace, however, we will fall back on 'nature' and that can only produce thorns and thistles. Such thorns and thistles are under the curse of God and is part of the destiny of the unbelieving world. TD are in the Vine and should bear Christ-fruit! Such fruit can only be produced if we CONTINUE to abide in Christ unto maturity (4-8). 3. This kind of talk is meant to shock TD into action! CW should always encourage TD by FAITH in the harvest that God expects from their lives. If we have already begun to bear grace-fruit it is acknowledged by God. Yet we should continue to increase! It is in our fruitfulness that our assurance of hope is strengthened. Thus we need to shake off all sluggishness and imitate the faith and patience of those who take a firm hold of all God's gospel promises. Even the OT saints can be a great encouragement to us in this regard (9-12). 4. TD should have a full understanding of the way that God dealt with Abraham, the father of the faith. Cf. Rom. 4 and Gal. 3 and 4. Abraham understood that GOD was the Blesser and Multiplier and thus he patiently waited for the fulfillment of God's promises of blessing and multiplication. It seems then that maturity has a lot to do with this patient and faith-filled waiting. It has a lot to do with HOPE! TD must be encouraged by the unchangeableness of God's promise and oath. They should know that this is a rock-solid anchor for the soul. This hope is already in the heavenly places in Christ, where He has gone as a forerunner and high priest for us according to the Mechizedek order (13-20). /

See Newell, Mauro, Fowler and Murray on this chapter! /

Heb 6:1  Therefore let us leave the elementary doctrine of Christ and go on to maturity, not laying again a foundation of repentance from dead works and of faith toward God,

Heb 6:2  and of instruction about washings, the laying on of hands, the resurrection of the dead, and eternal judgment.

See note on Ps. 139v5 /

Heb 6:3  And this we will do if God permits.

Heb 6:4  For it is impossible, in the case of those who have once been enlightened, who have tasted the heavenly gift, and have shared in the Holy Spirit,

Heb 6:5  and have tasted the goodness of the word of God and the powers of the age to come,

Heb 6:6  and then have fallen away, to restore them again to repentance, since they are crucifying once again the Son of God to their own harm and holding him up to contempt.

Heb 6:7  For land that has drunk the rain that often falls on it, and produces a crop useful to those for whose sake it is cultivated, receives a blessing from God.

We are cultivated both for God's enjoyment and for each other. /

Heb 6:8  But if it bears thorns and thistles, it is worthless and near to being cursed, and its end is to be burned.

HEBREWS 6V9-20

Heb 6:9  Though we speak in this way, yet in your case, beloved, we feel sure of better things--things that belong to salvation.

Heb 6:10  For God is not unjust so as to overlook your work and the love that you have shown for his name in serving the saints, as you still do.

Heb 6:11  And we desire each one of you to show the same earnestness to have the full assurance of hope until the end,

Heb 6:12  so that you may not be sluggish, but imitators of those who through faith and patience inherit the promises.

Sluggishness stands over against the 'earnestness' of v. 11. (AT) / 

Heb 6:13  For when God made a promise to Abraham, since he had no one greater by whom to swear, he swore by himself,

Heb 6:14  saying, "SURELY I WILL BLESS YOU AND MULTIPLY YOU."
(GENESIS 22:17). /
Heb 6:15  And thus Abraham, having patiently waited, obtained the promise.

Heb 6:16  For people swear by something greater than themselves, and in all their disputes an oath is final for confirmation.

Heb 6:17  So when God desired to show more convincingly to the heirs of the promise the unchangeable character of his purpose, he guaranteed it with an oath,

Heb 6:18  so that by two unchangeable things, in which it is impossible for God to lie, we who have fled for refuge might have strong encouragement to hold fast to the hope set before us.

The promise and the oath. /

Heb 6:19  We have this as a sure and steadfast anchor of the soul, a hope that enters into the inner place behind the curtain,

Heb 6:20  where Jesus has gone as a forerunner on our behalf, having become a high priest forever after the order of Melchizedek.

CHAPTER SEVEN

HEBREWS 7V1-14
Albert: 1. TD should be enormously impressed with the high priesthood of Christ. In order to arrive at such a position it is necessary to understand some facts about this mysterious priest of the most high God, called Melchizedek. The eternal high priesthood of Jesus is based on Melchizedek's priesthood. M has a special relation to Abraham, the father of our faith. He blessed Abraham at a significant time. Abraham gave him a tenth of the spoils of war. His name means king of righteousness and peace. Abraham was blessed by such a one after he fought for righteousness and peace. M has no human ancestry and has a perpetual priesthood. In this he is just like the Son of God (1-3). 2. The Levites took tithes from the people according to the law and they came from the loins of Abraham. But M who is not in the line of Levi took tithes from Abraham himself and blessed him. Thus M was greater than Abraham, because the lesser is blessed by the greater. Here mortal men receive tithes, but in the case of M a heavenly man received tithes. Thus even Levi paid tithes to M through Abraham, for he was in the loins of Abraham when he met M. Thus we need to understand that the earthly priesthood has always been just a shadow of the heavenly and eternal priesthood of the order of Melchizedek. God's plan has always been to institute a heavenly and eternal priesthood (4-10). 3. The Levitical priesthood was applicable under the dispensation of the law. No perfection was possible under this administration. Hence the need for a priest to arise after the heavenly order of M, not the earthly order of Aaron.  Here's a fact, when the priesthood changes, the law also changes. Jesus belongs to a non-priestly tribe, Judah. Thus we have to see that the Priesthood of Jesus was according to the likeness of M and not at all related to the earthly order. Law was earthly, Jesus entirely heavenly, and His priesthood according to the power of an indestructible heavenly life in resurrection instituted for all eternity. The old priesthood and law had to be set aside for it was weak and unprofitable, i.e. unable to bring perfection. The new priesthood and law brought both a better hope and a means to come face to face with God. The old order was instituted without an oath, but the new with God's very own oath when He swore that Jesus would be 'a Priest forever'. By this mighty order of an indestructible life and an unbreakable oath Jesus has become the absolute guarantee of a better covenant! What a powerful foundation for the Christian life. The old order had to make use of many priests because they were subject to mortality. The new order has only One immortal Priest and is thus unalterable. Thus what a great and powerful salvation we have, because our ever-living Priest continues in perpetual intercession for us. Hallelujah! Our eternal High Priest is even higher than the heavens and serves in perfect innocence, without a need to sacrifice for his own sins, because He has none!  He brough only one sacrifice and that was for us. Such a priesthood was required to bring us to perfection. The law was only temporary with its weak high priesthood. After the law the oath came, and by this oath Jesus was introduced, the perfect and eternal High Priest (11-28). /

Heb 7:1  For this Melchizedek, king of Salem, priest of the Most High God, met Abraham returning from the slaughter of the kings and blessed him,

Heb 7:2  and to him Abraham apportioned a tenth part of everything. He is first, by translation of his name, king of righteousness, and then he is also king of Salem, that is, king of peace.

Heb 7:3  He is without father or mother or genealogy, having neither beginning of days nor end of life, but resembling the Son of God he continues a priest forever.

Heb 7:4  See how great this man was to whom Abraham the patriarch gave a tenth of the spoils!

Heb 7:5  And those descendants of Levi who receive the priestly office have a commandment in the law to take tithes from the people, that is, from their brothers, though these also are descended from Abraham.

Heb 7:6  But this man who does not have his descent from them received tithes from Abraham and blessed him who had the promises.

Heb 7:7  It is beyond dispute that the inferior is blessed by the superior.

Heb 7:8  In the one case tithes are received by mortal men, but in the other case, by one of whom it is testified that he lives.

Heb 7:9  One might even say that Levi himself, who receives tithes, paid tithes through Abraham,

Heb 7:10  for he was still in the loins of his ancestor when Melchizedek met him.

Heb 7:11  Now if perfection had been attainable through the Levitical priesthood (for under it the people received the law), what further need would there have been for another priest to arise after the order of Melchizedek, rather than one named after the order of Aaron?

Heb 7:12  For when there is a change in the priesthood, there is necessarily a change in the law as well.

Heb 7:13  For the one of whom these things are spoken belonged to another tribe, from which no one has ever served at the altar.

Heb 7:14  For it is evident that our Lord was descended from Judah, and in connection with that tribe Moses said nothing about priests.

HEBREWS 7V15-28

Heb 7:15  This becomes even more evident when another priest arises in the likeness of Melchizedek,

Heb 7:16  who has become a priest, not on the basis of a legal requirement concerning bodily descent, but by the power of an indestructible life.

Heb 7:17  For it is witnessed of him, "YOU ARE A PRIEST FOREVER, AFTER THE ORDER OF MELCHIZEDEK."
(PSALM 110:4) /

Heb 7:18  For on the one hand, a former commandment is set aside because of its weakness and uselessness

Heb 7:19  (for the law made nothing perfect); but on the other hand, a better hope is introduced, through which we draw near to God.

Heb 7:20  And it was not without an oath. For those who formerly became priests were made such without an oath,

Heb 7:21  but this one was made a priest with an oath by the one who said to him: "THE LORD HAS SWORN AND WILL NOT CHANGE HIS MIND, 'YOU ARE A PRIEST FOREVER.'"
(PSALM 110:4). /
Heb 7:22  This makes Jesus the guarantor of a better covenant.

Heb 7:23  The former priests were many in number, because they were prevented by death from continuing in office,

Heb 7:24  but he holds his priesthood permanently, because he continues forever.

Heb 7:25  Consequently, he is able to save to the uttermost those who draw near to God through him, since he always lives to make intercession for them.

'Jesus does not need to speak, He only needs to show the wounds in His hands to the Father.' Tozer / 
Heb 7:26  For it was indeed fitting that we should have such a high priest, holy, innocent, unstained, separated from sinners, and exalted above the heavens.

Heb 7:27  He has no need, like those high priests, to offer sacrifices daily, first for his own sins and then for those of the people, since he did this once for all when he offered up himself.

Heb 7:28  For the law appoints men in their weakness as high priests, but the word of the oath, which came later than the law, appoints a Son who has been made perfect forever.

CHAPTER EIGHT

HEBREWS 8V1-13
Albert: Hebrews 8: We have an absolutely amazing high priest. A TD should be in awe of this great privilege and know all His attributes and functions off by heart. To have such a perfect high priest is an astounding advantage for those who live in weakness on this fallen planet. He is seated at the right hand of the throne on high and has all power in the universe at His disposal. He ministers in the heavenly tent that God Himself arranged for holy purposes. We should contemplate the throne room scenes and activities. High priests offer gifts and sacrifices our high priest also has to offer something, but He is of a different order than the HP's under the law. They served a copy, shadow, and pattern of heavenly things, but Jesus handles the actual heavenly realities on our behalf. Jesus has a far superior ministry and mediates a better covenant enacted on far superior promises. We should be in awe of every single detail of the new and never fall back on the inferior ministry, covenant, and promises (1-6). We should know that the first covenant was not a perfect and faultless covenant. God Himself declared that He was not satisfied with the OC. Thus He announced in the OT that a NC was coming. God worked mightily and lovingly under the OC, but Israel had no power to continue in His covenant. The NC is very very powerful, however. It supplies man's exact need in his weakness and fallenness. It gives us a better (inward) law, a better knowledge of God, and a better forgiveness. Embrace this specifically and never go back to the old and inferior commodities. In Godks very speaking of a NC, He revealed that His plan was to discard the old one all along (7-13). /

The main argument of the epistle is very fully developed in chapters 8 to 10, inclusive. There the two covenants are contrasted. The old covenant asked of man what it never got—that is perfect obedience; because it was not in man to give it. The new covenant guarantees all blessing through the work of Another; and from the knowledge of this springs the desire to obey on the part of the object of such grace. [Ironside] /

Heb 8:1  Now the point in what we are saying is this: we have such a high priest, one who is seated at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in heaven,

Heb 8:2  a minister in the holy places, in the true tent that the Lord set up, not man.

Heb 8:3  For every high priest is appointed to offer gifts and sacrifices; thus it is necessary for this priest also to have something to offer.

Heb 8:4  Now if he were on earth, he would not be a priest at all, since there are priests who offer gifts according to the law.

Heb 8:5  They serve a copy and shadow of the heavenly things. For when Moses was about to erect the tent, he was instructed by God, saying, "SEE THAT YOU MAKE EVERYTHING ACCORDING TO THE PATTERN THAT WAS SHOWN YOU ON THE MOUNTAIN."
(EXODUS 25:40). /

Heb 8:6  But as it is, Christ has obtained a ministry that is as much more excellent than the old as the covenant he mediates is better, since it is enacted on better promises.

Heb 8:7  For if that first covenant had been faultless, there would have been no occasion to look for a second.

Heb 8:8  For he finds fault with them when he says: "BEHOLD, THE DAYS ARE COMING, DECLARES THE LORD, WHEN I WILL ESTABLISH A NEW COVENANT WITH THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL AND WITH THE HOUSE OF JUDAH,
(JEREMIAH 31:31-34). /
Heb 8:9  NOT LIKE THE COVENANT THAT I MADE WITH THEIR FATHERS ON THE DAY WHEN I TOOK THEM BY THE HAND TO BRING THEM OUT OF THE LAND OF EGYPT. FOR THEY DID NOT CONTINUE IN MY COVENANT, AND SO I SHOWED NO CONCERN FOR THEM, DECLARES THE LORD.
Heb 8:10  FOR THIS IS THE COVENANT THAT I WILL MAKE WITH THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL AFTER THOSE DAYS, DECLARES THE LORD: I WILL PUT MY LAWS INTO THEIR MINDS, AND WRITE THEM ON THEIR HEARTS, AND I WILL BE THEIR GOD, AND THEY SHALL BE MY PEOPLE.
WONDERBARE JESUS, WONDERLIKE VERBOND THREE LAW-RELATED ERRORS: 1. Hebrew Roots errors / Sacramentarianism (Col. 2) / Externalism (Ceremonial) 2. Reconstructionism / Theonomy / Kingdom Now (Civil) 3. Legalism (Moral) Our approach to the law has changed completely (Rom. 7v1-6) STATEMENT: These errors are caused by a misunderstanding of the New Covenant. Almost every misunderstanding of the New Covenant is related to an inferior view of Jesus, His incarnation + His redemptive work. A post-dated cheque mentality. Heb. 1:1-3 Isa. 9:6-7 ; Luke 1v26-33; Luke 2v8-14; Luke 4:16-30 ; Luke 24:13-32; Jn. 5v39-40; Jn. 1v1-5, 14; Jn. 14:8-9; 2 Cor. 3v18. ; 2 Cor. 4v6; Then Col. 2, Gal. 4, 2 Cor. 3, Heb. 8 (4 aspects of New Covenant: 1. New Forgiveness 2. New Knowing of God 3. New Indwelling 4. New Obedience) / 
Heb 8:11  AND THEY SHALL NOT TEACH, EACH ONE HIS NEIGHBOR AND EACH ONE HIS BROTHER, SAYING, 'KNOW THE LORD,' FOR THEY SHALL ALL KNOW ME, FROM THE LEAST OF THEM TO THE GREATEST.
1 Jn. 2v27 / STOWWERIGE BYBELS WAT GETUIENIS TEEN ONS BRING "En hulle sal nie meer elkeen sy naaste en elkeen sy broer leer en sê: Ken die Here nie; want almal sal My ken, klein en groot onder hulle." Hebreërs 8:11 'n Wedergebore dissipel van Jesus het 'n inwonende leraar wat die Vader se stem vir hom as't ware hoorbaar maak wanneer hy die Bybel lees. Die openbaring van Christus en die gemeente in die Nuwe Testament ontsluit vir ons die plan van God vir ons lewens sodat ons nie nodig het om verward te wees of in die donker rond te tas op soek na waarheid nie. Die bedieninge van Efesiërs 4 vers 11 is deur God geplaas in die liggaam van Christus om die heerlikheid van die nuwe verbond so tasbaar te maak vir dissipels dat die Bybel 'n persoonlike avontuur word vir elkeen van ons. Dit was nooit bedoel om ons eie lees van die Bybel en persoonlike hoor van die Vader se stem te vervang nie!  God wil jou direk en persoonlik lei deur jou eie hantering van die Bybel. Dit is waarvoor Jesus Sy kosbare bloed gestort het. Daai Bybels wat so stof opgaar in ons huise sal 'n getuienis téén ons word as ons dit nie daagliks begin optel en lees met die geloof dat God persoonlik met ons wil praat nie. [AT] / CARS WITHOUT ENGINES Albert Theron Heb. 8:11  And they shall not teach, each one his neighbor and each one his brother, saying, 'Know the Lord,' for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest. Col. 3:16  Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one another in all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to God. Gal 4:19  My little children, for whom I am again in the anguish of childbirth until Christ is formed in you!  Even though there is definite continuity between the old and the new covenant they are also radically different in many ways.  If we fail to seriously consider the unique characteristics of this New Covenant and its implications for church life we may tragically end up with a souped up version of the old and something way beneath what God has in mind for us.  Under the old covenant believers were in a sense like cars without engines.  The Spirit came upon certain individuals and worked through especially kings, prophets and priests in order to make God’s will known to His people and to govern them accordingly.  There were many external ordinances, traditions, feasts, rules, and regulations to keep these ‘engineless cars’ moving in the right direction.  God’s Spirit influenced the hearts of believers from without and especially through the priesthood and their external system of religion.  That covenant failed dismally.  But we have a better covenant!  God now lives within every believer and it is absolutely crucial for every believer to be made aware of it (Gal. 2:20)!  ‘And I will put my Spirit within you, and make you eager to obey My laws and teachings’ (Ezek. 36:27).  The most important function of New Testament leadership by far is the unlocking of the life and power of Christ within the believer.  According to the New Testament this is done primarily in three ways. Firstly, by preaching and teaching the Word of God in such a way that believers will see and understand the reality of Christ in them as their true identity, life, wisdom and power (1 Cor. 1:28-31, 4:1).  Secondly, by praying and interceding for believers that they would receive a revelation of this reality (Col. 1:25-29; 4:12).   Acts 6 verse 4 clearly delineates the primary functions of New Testament leadership in terms of these first two points.  “But we will devote ourselves to prayer and to the ministry of the word."  And thirdly, by teaching them by both word and example that the life of Christ within them can only be manifested and realised via the death-resurrection route (2 Cor. 4:7, 12:10).   It is in denying and laying down our independent and self-centered life, that we find our life in union with Christ.  The godly example of leaders is absolutely crucial in this regard.  Yet, the example without the teaching and personal revelation in the heart of every believer will never take us over the finishing line as a victorious church.  If I only give believers a godly example and ask them to ‘follow me as I follow Christ’, without revealing the secret to that victorious life I am setting believers an impossible task.  This can only lead to frustration and ultimately burnout.  In the light of these facts we need to ask ourselves some hard questions? May we ignore God’s revealed way of discipling believers and devise our own ways to do this?  May we, for example, just bypass the need for every believer to see for himself the realities of the New Covenant in the Word of God?  Is there any substitute for this?  Is it possible to get believers to maturity and effectively mobilise them for sustained servanthood in the church without their personal grasp of the Word of Christ and a personal revelation of their new identity in union with Christ?  If we cannot respond with an unequivocal no to these questions, then we are no longer evangelical leaders, but Roman Catholic priests.  Then we may just as well  adopt their whole system, for they have perfected it and have much more ‘success’ than Protestants with that methodology of external motivation via systems of en masse behaviour modification.  How do you compete with a unified “church” of 1.2 billion members?  If we ignore or neglect the essence of the New Covenant and employ other ways and methods to try and bring believers to maturity in their personal walk and other avenues to bring them to unity and their destiny as a body of believers, we are in effect busy using up tons of energy to push engineless cars.  The outcome of this approach is predictable.  We will eventually run out of steam and momentum and out of new ideas to get these ‘cars’ moving in the right direction.  We will run out of capable and energetic leaders who are willing to push ‘engineless cars’ up hills year in and year out, because we do not fire up the engine within people.  We will end up like hundreds of churches and church growth movements over the last few decades in the West; tired and stagnant.  Leadership in the church of Jesus Christ is meant to represent Him, never to replace Him.  Every believer must be led to increasingly take personal responsibility for an intimate relationship with Jesus.  The New Covenant may never be veiled by a kind of ‘priesthood’ that again makes any leader or team of leaders a mediator between God and man.  There is only ‘…one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus’  (1 Tim. 2:5).  Leaders are not the external engine of the church trying to push it to its destiny.  Jesus is the internal engine of the church and every single believer; and leaders should preach, teach, live and unveil this reality with an unswerving confidence in the radical nature of the New Covenant.  Jesus, the great Leader, Prophet, Priest, and King now lives within every believer!  “For Jews demand signs and Greeks seek wisdom, but we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to Gentiles, but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God  (1 Cor. 1:22-24).” PRAYER:  “Dear heavenly Father, please grant us a fresh revelation of the power of the Gospel and restore our confidence in this precious Gospel so that we may turn from our confidence in so many other ways and methodologies and turn back to the tried and tested apostolic approach.” / 
Heb 8:12  FOR I WILL BE MERCIFUL TOWARD THEIR INIQUITIES, AND I WILL REMEMBER THEIR SINS NO MORE."
Heb 8:13  In speaking of a new covenant, he makes the first one obsolete. And what is becoming obsolete and growing old is ready to vanish away.

When God speaks of a new covenant or agreement, He makes the first one obsolete (out of use). And what is obsolete (out of use and annulled because of age) is ripe for disappearance and to be dispensed with altogether. (Hebrews 8:13 AMP) /
CHAPTER NINE

HEBREWS 9V1-14

Albert: Hebrews 9: A covenant with God has specific reference to worship and holiness. The OC certainly had these, but they were earthly in character, merely representative. The NC also has regulations and a holy place. Our regulations are all related to the Person and Work of Jesus and our holy place is in heaven (Col. 3v1-3). Hallelujah! In the OC there was a tent, and in its first section ('the Holy Place') a lampstand, table, and bread of the Presence. Compare Luke 24 and the breaking of bread and Jesus made known. In the second section, called the 'Most Holy Place', there were a golden altar of incense and the ark of the covenant covered with gold. In it was a golden urn with the manna, Aarons's staff, and the tablets of the law (covenant). Above it the cherubim of glory overshadowing the mercy seat. There is much to say about these things and the OT speaks in detail of its functions. All these symbolise specific NC matters. We have to know them intimately in order to appreciate the heavenly realities in all their glory (1-5)! /
Heb 9:1  Now even the first covenant had regulations for worship and an earthly place of holiness.

9/10/2014 6:18 AM: Albert: Heb. 9v1-5: 1. Here the author speaks as if the OC is already entirely a thing of the past. It seems that the last verse of the previous chapter is sort of a transition to an explicit unveiling of the NC and the heavenly things, but with reference to the old and as fulfillment of the shadow. The 'regulations for worship' in the NC are most fully discussed in 1 Cor. 11-14. Our earthly place of holiness in the NC is the gathering of the saints. The author gives us the necessary detail with regard to OT worship and holiness in order to prepare our minds and hearts for the fulfillment in even more glorious NC holiness and worship. Each of these OC elements of worship signify something specific and real in the NC. God has likewise prepared 'a tent' for us in the NC. The tent is our bodies and our corporate gathering with God in our midst. 2. The OC regulations for worship foreshadowing the glories of the NC. 3. A TD should have some knowledge of the OC regulations for worship in order to have a full appreciation of the glories of the NC. Such a knowledge will greatly assist us in being thankful for the astounding riches of the NC. If the OC had such glory, how much more should we be in awe and pursue holiness and worship under a NC. 4. Do I have intimate knowledge of the OC regulations for worship? Am I in awe at the holiness of God and His specific demands for a consecrated worship of His glorious being?  5. Read books like Leviticus in order to deepen your understanding of true holiness and worship. 6. Righteous and holy Father, I do not know enough about the unspeakable privileges of the NC in the light of the old. Please draw me deeper into this by your Spirit. Only You can increase my appetite for holiness and worship. Please do so, my Lord. I want to see Your glory from the old to the new and right through to the consummation. Amen. / 

Heb 9:2  For a tent was prepared, the first section, in which were the lampstand and the table and the bread of the Presence. It is called the Holy Place.

Heb 9:3  Behind the second curtain was a second section called the Most Holy Place,

Heb 9:4  having the golden altar of incense and the ark of the covenant covered on all sides with gold, in which was a golden urn holding the manna, and Aaron's staff that budded, and the tablets of the covenant.

Heb 9:5  Above it were the cherubim of glory overshadowing the mercy seat. Of these things we cannot now speak in detail.

Heb 9:6  These preparations having thus been made, the priests go regularly into the first section, performing their ritual duties,

9/11/2014 6:28 AM: Albert: Heb. 9v6-10: 1. The author continues to build up towards the full unveiling of the NC. He is demonstrating to the readers the inadequacy of the OC in order to bring a greater appreciation of the NC. There were two sections in the OT tabernacle and two kinds of priests. All the gifts, sacrifices, foods, drinks, and washings in the holy place (first section) were 'ordinances of the flesh' and only had temporary significance with regard to OC saints. The HS was teaching through this arrangement that the time for reformation had not yet arrived. But when Jesus came it did and therefore those things can be discarded. This is the whole point of the passage. The phrase 'are unable to perfect according to conscience' is the crucial phrase in the pericope. God wants to be worshiped in Spirit and truth and this can only happen when the believer's conscience is completely pure. Neither the service in the first section by the priests, nor the service in the second section by the high priest once a year were able to perfect the conscience of the believers. The 'reformation' of 9v10 (first coming) is different from the 'restoration' of Acts 3v21 (second coming). 2. The OC services by priests and high priests were unable to perfect the conscience. / Inadequate Priesthood 3. A TD should at least have a working knowledge of the OC system in order to appreciate the wonders of the blood sacrifice of Christ. We should know that there is only one way that our consciences can be perfected and it is not by any OT system of sacrifices or priesthood. Ultimately this also has reference to the whole law covenant. 4. Am I sufficiently informed concerning the details of the OC in order to more fully appreciate the new? 5. Study the book of Leviticus. Meditate on the importance of a perfected conscience. 6. Dear Lord, please give me both a hunger for and an insight into the depths of the book of Hebrews and Leviticus. Amen. /

Heb 9:7  but into the second only the high priest goes, and he but once a year, and not without taking blood, which he offers for himself and for the unintentional sins of the people.

Heb 9:8  By this the Holy Spirit indicates that the way into the holy places is not yet opened as long as the first section is still standing

The Holy Spirit points out that the way into the true Holy of Holies is not yet thrown open as long as the former tabernacle remains a recognized institution and is still standing.... For Christ (the Messiah) has not entered into a sanctuary made with human hands, only a copy and pattern and type of the true one, but He has entered into heaven itself. (Hebrews 9:8,24 AMP) 
Heb 9:9  (which is symbolic for the present age). According to this arrangement, gifts and sacrifices are offered that cannot perfect the conscience of the worshiper,

Vgl. 10v1-2 /
Heb 9:10  but deal only with food and drink and various washings, regulations for the body imposed until the time of reformation.

Heb 9:11  But when Christ appeared as a high priest of the good things that have come, then through the greater and more perfect tent (not made with hands, that is, not of this creation)

Heb 9:12  he entered once for all into the holy places, not by means of the blood of goats and calves but by means of his own blood, thus securing an eternal redemption.

Heb 9:13  For if the blood of goats and bulls, and the sprinkling of defiled persons with the ashes of a heifer, sanctify for the purification of the flesh,

Heb 9:14  how much more will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without blemish to God, purify our conscience from dead works to serve the living God.

HEBREWS 9V15-28
Heb 9:15  Therefore he is the mediator of a new covenant, so that those who are called may receive the promised eternal inheritance, since a death has occurred that redeems them from the transgressions committed under the first covenant.

Heb 9:16  For where a will is involved, the death of the one who made it must be established.

Heb 9:17  For a will takes effect only at death, since it is not in force as long as the one who made it is alive.

Heb 9:18  Therefore not even the first covenant was inaugurated without blood.

Heb 9:19  For when every commandment of the law had been declared by Moses to all the people, he took the blood of calves and goats, with water and scarlet wool and hyssop, and sprinkled both the book itself and all the people,

Heb 9:20  saying, "THIS IS THE BLOOD OF THE COVENANT THAT GOD COMMANDED FOR YOU."
(EXODUS 24:8). /

Heb 9:21  And in the same way he sprinkled with the blood both the tent and all the vessels used in worship.

Heb 9:22  Indeed, under the law almost everything is purified with blood, and without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness of sins.

LESSON SEVEN THE PRECIOUS BLOOD OF CHRIST "Without shedding of blood there is no forgiveness" (Heb. 9:22). The only passport to salvation is the blood of the Lamb of God. Only this blood can protect man from the wrath which is to come. In God's Word, the "blood" is mentioned over four hundred times. From this we can see that the blood is important. Whosoever receives the blood of Jesus Christ for the covering of sins is undoubtedly saved already. This salvation is absolutely complete and eternal. The true knowledge of the value of the blood of the Lord is most effective in keeping man away from sin. The blood of Christ is the price of the believer's redemption: "Obtained through His own blood" (Acts 20:28) "Have redemption through His blood" (Eph. 1:7; Col. 1:14) "With precious blood...the blood of Christ" (1 Pet. 1:18-19) "Have purchased...by Your blood" (Rev. 5:9) The blood of Christ is the foundation of the believer's forgiveness of sins. Forgiveness is instantaneous and complete: "Through His blood" (Eph. 1:7) "Redemption through His blood" (Col. 1:14 [KJV]) "Without shedding of blood there is no forgiveness" (Heb. 9:22) "All our offenses" (Col. 2:13) The blood of Christ is the foundation of the believer's justification (Rom. 5:8-9): The blood is the base (Rom. 5:9) To believe is the way (Rom. 3:28) The resurrection of Christ is the proof (Rom. 4:25) Justification, redemption, forgiveness are all gifts in this age. The blood of Christ is the foundation of the believer's peace: We cannot reconcile ourselves to God. Peace has been made; we only need to receive it. "Having made peace through the blood" (Col. 1:20) "Have peace" (Rom. 5:1) The blood of Christ is the foundation of the believer's cleansing: "Cleanses us from every sin" (1 John 1:7) "Released" (Rev. 1:5) The blood of Christ is the way for believers to come to God: "Become near" (Eph. 2:13) "Entering the Holy of Holies" (Heb. 10:19) The blood of Christ is the means for the fellowship of the believers: (1 Cor. 10:16-17) /

Heb 9:23  Thus it was necessary for the copies of the heavenly things to be purified with these rites, but the heavenly things themselves with better sacrifices than these.

Heb 9:24  For Christ has entered, not into holy places made with hands, which are copies of the true things, but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God on our behalf.

Heb 9:25  Nor was it to offer himself repeatedly, as the high priest enters the holy places every year with blood not his own,

Heb 9:26  for then he would have had to suffer repeatedly since the foundation of the world. But as it is, he has appeared once for all at the end of the ages to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself.

Heb 9:27  And just as it is appointed for man to die once, and after that comes judgment,

Heb 9:28  so Christ, having been offered once to bear the sins of many, will appear a second time, not to deal with sin but to save those who are eagerly waiting for him.
=
CHAPTER TEN

HEBREWS 10V1-18
=
Heb 10:1  For since the law has but a shadow of the good things to come instead of the true form of these realities, it can never, by the same sacrifices that are continually offered every year, make perfect those who draw near.

=
Heb 10:2  Otherwise, would they not have ceased to be offered, since the worshipers, having once been cleansed, would no longer have any consciousness of sins?

Heb 10:3  But in these sacrifices there is a reminder of sins every year.

“In fact, (there is) in those (old covenant sacrifices) a reminder of sins year-after-year.” The 
Heb 10:4  For it is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins.

Heb 10:5  Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said, "SACRIFICES AND OFFERINGS YOU HAVE NOT DESIRED, BUT A BODY HAVE YOU PREPARED FOR ME;
(PSALM 40:6-8). / DIE KRUIS IN JOU TOEKOMS: Daar is 'n kruis in ons almal se verlede. Of jy dit glo of nie, die Lam van God het daar gesterf vir ons elkeen se sondes.  Daardie kruis is ook die plek waar die ou Adam gesterf het. Toe Jesus egter gesê het 'neem JOU kruis op en volg my' was Hy nie besig met die leë en betekenislose retoriek van vormgodsdiens nie. Daar is regtig 'n kruis wat net vir jou bedoel is. 'My gebeente was vir U nie verborge toe ek in die geheim gemaak is nie, kunstig geweef in die dieptes van die aarde'...'U het vir My 'n liggaam berei'...maar soos Hy moet ons ook ons liggame 'stel as 'n lewende offer' beskikbaar aan God (Ps. 139:15; Heb. 10:5; Rom. 12:1). Sý kruis het jou sondes weggewas, Sý kruis het jou afgesny van die gevalle ou skepping. Dit is die kruis in jou verlede. Maar daar is ook 'n kruis in jou toekoms. Ware Nuwe Testamentiese geestelikheid beteken die Vader maak ook van jou 'n lam wat soos Jesus jou lewe neerlê sodat stukkende en gevalle mense die liefde van God kan sien en beleef.  "Soos geskrywe is: Om U ontwil word ons die hele dag gedood, ons is gereken as slagskape.'' (Rom. 8:36). "Want altyd word ons wat lewe, oorgelewer in die dood om Jesus wil, sodat ook die lewe van Jesus in ons sterflike vlees openbaar kan word" (2 Kor. 4:11). Laat jy toe dat die Heilige Gees jou voorberei vir die kruis in jou toekoms? Help jy jou kinders om voorbereid te wees vir hulle kruis? [AT] /

Heb 10:6  in burnt offerings and sin offerings you have taken no pleasure.

Heb 10:7  Then I said, 'Behold, I have come to do your will, O God, as it is written of me in the scroll of the book.'"

Gal.4v4; Acts 2v17;Jes. 9v6-7: The gospel of the kingdom/ 
Heb 10:8  When he said above, "You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices and offerings and burnt offerings and sin offerings" (these are offered according to the law),

Heb 10:9  then he added, "Behold, I have come to do your will." He does away with the first in order to establish the second.

Heb 10:10  And by that will we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.

One man's obedience Rom. 5 /
Heb 10:11  And every priest stands daily at his service, offering repeatedly the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins.

Heb 10:12  But when Christ had offered for all time a single sacrifice for sins, he sat down at the right hand of God,

Heb 10:13  waiting from that time until his enemies should be made a footstool for his feet.

Heb 10:14  For by a single offering he has perfected for all time those who are being sanctified.

Heb 10:15  And the Holy Spirit also bears witness to us; for after saying,

Heb 10:16  "THIS IS THE COVENANT THAT I WILL MAKE WITH THEM AFTER THOSE DAYS, DECLARES THE LORD: I WILL PUT MY LAWS ON THEIR HEARTS, AND WRITE THEM ON THEIR MINDS,"
(JEREMIAH 31:33). /
Heb 10:17  then he adds, "I WILL REMEMBER THEIR SINS AND THEIR LAWLESS DEEDS NO MORE."
(JEREMIAH 31:34). /

Heb 10:18  Where there is forgiveness of these, there is no longer any offering for sin.

HEBREWS 10v19-39
Heb 10:19  Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the holy places by the blood of Jesus,

Heb 10:20  by the new and living way that he opened for us through the curtain, that is, through his flesh,

Heb 10:21  and since we have a great priest over the house of God,

Heb 10:22  let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water.

Heb 10:23  Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who promised is faithful.

Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for He who promised is faithful. (Hebrews 10:23 NIV) /
Heb 10:24  And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works,

Heb 10:25  not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near.

NOT FORSAKING THE ASSEMBLY PROVERBS 18:1 ‘He that separates himself seeks his own desire; he breaks out against all sound wisdom.’ HEBREWS 10:25  ‘not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is, but exhorting one another, and so much the more as you see the Day approaching.’ The context of our verse in Hebrews is that the Jewish Christians were under pressure to forsake the Christian assembly and return to Judaism.  The warning and command to not forsake the meetings of the saints apply to all believers in all times and places however.  In this regard we have to be careful and on the watch against two extremes.  On the one hand there are those who consider the ‘assembling of ourselves’ to be restricted to the specific meetings of their own denomination.  This is an error that relates to an erroneous or insufficient view of what constitutes the New Testament church.  To these believers there can be no Christian meeting without a special building (this building is then called ‘the church’), special clothes (the Sunday best), a preacher (in some cases only those ordained in that denomination) and a program (very specific liturgy).  Even a cursory reading of the New Testament gives us an entirely different picture however.  According to the New Testament the church consists of all those who have been truly born again and these believers are called the ‘temple of God’ (1 Cor. 3:16, Eph. 2:21).  Furthermore the believers generally assembled in homes (Rom. 16:5, Fil. 1:2) and there is no mention of a specific dress code or narrow liturgy and even our peculiar focus on the preacher or pastor is conspicuously absent in the pages of the New Testament.   If we were to look for the origin of these traditions a study of Roman Catholic traditions and its ongoing effect on Protestant ecclesiastical customs might be especially fruitful.  Do not look for them in the New Testament unless you are predisposed to a serious twisting of facts.  Please note that this does not mean that there is no leadership or order in Christian assemblies.  If we try to justify our insistence on adherence to all these extra-biblical traditions however, we are at best ill informed or intellectually dishonest and at worse religious bigots. The other extreme is to put such an emphasis on the organic aspect of the church that we eventually really do neglect the ‘assembling together’ of the saints.  To be sure, Jesus did say ‘where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of them’, and it is true that two or three believers fellowshiping or praying together constitute a church meeting according to New Testament standards.  There is however also a specific ‘coming together’ spoken of in the New Testament (1 Cor. 14), where a specific order prevails, where God-appointed leadership functions and where we may exercise our gifts and practice and receive mutual exhortation.  The phrase ‘if the whole church has come together’, used in 1 Corinthians 14 verse 23 is significant in this regard.  Let us not use our freedom in the Lord as an excuse for what is in truth a carnal negligence of Christian assembly and a pervasive and paralyzing secular form of individualism (Prov. 18:1). To those who have a very narrow view of what church life is all about we would pose the question, ‘have you really checked all the facts in the New Testament concerning church life or do you merely echo the stale traditions of your denomination?’   To those who have seen the true character of church meetings in the New Testament we would pose the question, ‘are you in reaction to the traditional view of church meetings and consequently disobedient to the New Testament imperatives concerning regular fellowship, accountability and mutual submission in the fear of the Lord?’  Let us answer these questions honestly before God and take into account the fact that we have it to do with the all-seeing, almighty Creator and not just with mere men.  Our obedience is firstly toward Him. Quote of the Day:  “The Body of Christ is too precious and significant in the eyes of God for us to either desecrate it with our unscriptural traditions or marginalize it with our casual and careless approach.” / 

Heb 10:26  For if we go on sinning deliberately after receiving the knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins,

NB Link: John 16:8.  The deliberate sin is not allowing the HS to convict of the sin of unbelief.  / 
Heb 10:27  but a fearful expectation of judgment, and a fury of fire that will consume the adversaries.

Heb 10:28  Anyone who has set aside the law of Moses dies without mercy on the evidence of two or three witnesses.

Heb 10:29  How much worse punishment, do you think, will be deserved by the one who has spurned the Son of God, and has profaned the blood of the covenant by which he was sanctified, and has outraged the Spirit of grace?

Heb 10:30  For we know him who said, "VENGEANCE IS MINE; I WILL REPAY." And again, "THE LORD WILL JUDGE HIS PEOPLE."
(Deuteronomy 32:35) / (DEUTERONOMY 32:36; PSALM 135:14). /
Heb 10:31  It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God.

Heb 10:32  But recall the former days when, after you were enlightened, you endured a hard struggle with sufferings,

Heb 10:33  sometimes being publicly exposed to reproach and affliction, and sometimes being partners with those so treated.

Heb 10:34  For you had compassion on those in prison, and you joyfully accepted the plundering of your property, since you knew that you yourselves had a better possession and an abiding one.

Heb 10:35  Therefore do not throw away your confidence, which has a great reward.

"Don't throw away your trust now - it carries with it a rich reward in the world to come." (JBP) /Heb. 10v35-39 introduces the achieving faith of Heb. 11. / 

Heb 10:36  For you have need of endurance, so that when you have done the will of God you may receive what is promised.

Heb 10:37  For, "YET A LITTLE WHILE, AND THE COMING ONE WILL COME AND WILL NOT DELAY;
(HABAKKUK 2:3,4). /
Heb 10:38  BUT MY RIGHTEOUS ONE SHALL LIVE BY FAITH, AND IF HE SHRINKS BACK, MY SOUL HAS NO PLEASURE IN HIM."
Heb 10:39  But we are not of those who shrink back and are destroyed, but of those who have faith and preserve their souls.

Heb. 11 is in a sense a long parenthesis. U could go from 10v39 to 12v1b & not lose the writer's meaning . / Compare 1 Peter 1v9: A remarkable phrase, a remarkable phrase here: "receiving the end of your faith, even the salvation of your souls". "Ye are come... receiving the end...". Faith leaps over time and takes hold of the ultimate: the end. And faith arrives there now, "Receiving the end of your faith, even the salvation of your souls", inclusively apprehended by faith. /
CHAPTER ELEVEN

HEBREWS 11v1-19
Heb 11:1  Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.

NB KENMERKE VAN BYBELSE GELOOF:  1. Dit is gebou op 'n hoop in die Godstad en dit lei as gevolg daarvan tot 'n radikale gehoorsaamheid en opofferings wat die wêreld en wêreldse belonings verloën. 2. Hierdie radikale lewe sluit in die Goddelike liefde wat al hoe meer groei soos wat ons leef vanuit die visie op die Godstad (Heb. 11:10, 13-16; Kol. 2:20, 3:1-4).  3.  Geloof het alles te doen met dood en opstanding en dan spesifiek die "long view" wat die Godstad met Goddelike belonings aan die ander kant van die dood sien. 4. Dit het alles te doen met Egipte/Sodom versus die Nuwe Jerusalem.  5. Ware geloof het baie te doen met lydsaamheid, want dit gee erkenning aan die huidige "pelgrims en tentbewoners" status van dissipels terwyl dit ons oë rig op die Godstad vir motivering en inspirasie.

NB VIER AFWYKINGS VAN BYBELSE GELOOF (BEWEGINGS): 1. Een Dimensionele Genade: in hierdie skema hoef jy nie Egipte te verlaat nie...Egipte is "redeemed". 2. Voorspoedteologie: nie net hoef jy nie Egipte te verlaat nie, maar God gee vir jou al die lekker goodies in Egipte en dit wys hoe "saved and blessed" jy is! 3. Tekens en Wonders Beweging: fokus op God wat heeltyd moet ingryp om die voordele van Egipte vir ons te gee (sien Mt. 12:39)...mis die dood en opstanding element van ware geloof. 4. 'n Verkeerde Hebreeuse Wortel Beweging: maak van die aardse Jerusalem 'n Egipte...bring alles terug na die aardse (Openb. 11:8). Ware Hebreeuse Wortel lering verdiep ons verstaan van die Ou Testament sodat ons die Nuwe Testament (Christus se Persoon en Werk) meer kan waardeer en daarin kan leef (Jesaja 11:1-10).
Ons geloof (en die vrug van ons geloof: Jakobus 2) wys dat ons hoop het. / Die bewys is 'n lewe van opoffering! 'n Lewe, nie net woorde nie! Ons lewe wys dat ons hoop het en die Bybel noem hierdie lewe geloof (Jak. 2v14). Al die geloofshelde het hierdie hoop "bewys" deur die kruislewe wat hulle geleef het. / 
Faith makes us sure of what we hope for and gives us proof of what we cannot see. (CEV) To have faith is to be sure of the things we hope for, to be certain of the things we cannot see. (GNB) / And what is faith?  Faith gives substance to our hopes, and makes us certain of realities we do not see. NEB  / Amplified: NOW FAITH is the assurance (the confirmation, the title deed) of the things [we] hope for, being the proof of things [we] do not see and the conviction of their reality [faith perceiving as real fact what is not revealed to the senses]. (Amplified Bible - Lockman) Jerusalem Bible: Only faith can guarantee the blessings that we hope for, or prove the existence of the realities that at present remain unseen. KJV: Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen. NLT: What is faith? It is the confident assurance that what we hope for is going to happen. It is the evidence of things we cannot yet see. (NLT - Tyndale House) Phillips: Now faith means putting our full confidence in the things we hope for, it means being certain of things we cannot see. (Phillips: Touchstone) Wuest: Now faith is the title deed of things hoped for, the proof of things which are not being seen. (Eerdmans) Young's Literal: And faith is of things hoped for a confidence, of matters not seen a conviction, NOW FAITH IS THE ASSURANCE OF THINGS HOPED FOR: Estin (3SPAI) de pistis elpizomenon (PPPNSG) hupostasis: / Hupostasis (assurace, substance) is used 19 times in the Septuagint (LXX) and 5 times in the NT… 2Cor 9:4 (3 But I have sent the brethren, that our boasting about you may not be made empty in this case, that, as I was saying, you may be prepared) 4 lest if any Macedonians come with me and find you unprepared, we (not to speak of you) should be put to shame by this confidence. 2Cor 11:17 That which I am speaking, I am not speaking as the Lord would, but as in foolishness, in this confidence of boasting. Hebrews 1:3 And He is the radiance of His glory and the exact representation of His nature (hupostasis, and upholds all things by the word of His power. When He had made purification of sins, He sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high; Hebrews 3:14 For we have become partakers of Christ, if we hold fast the beginning of our assurance firm until the end; Hebrews 11:1 Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. (He 11:13; 10:22,39; Acts 20:21; 1Co 13:13; Gal 5:6; Titus 1:1; 1Pe 1:7; 2Pe 1:1) (Ps 27:13; 42:11) (He 2:3; 3:14; 2Co 9:4; 11:17) (He 6:12,18,19) / INTRODUCTION TO HEBREWS "HALL OF FAITH" Faith is a Key Word in Hebrews - Dear child of God, let me encourage you to take a moment and observe each of the following Hebrews passages that mention faith or faithful, taking care to observe the associations, actions, etc (you might also consider recording your observations and using them to offer a prayer of praise and thanksgiving to the Most High God) (your faith will be thereby be increased just as God promises in Romans 10:17-note. Do you believe that Paul's inspired declaration?)… Faith - 33 times in 31 verves - Heb 4:2; 6:1, 12; 10:22, 38, 39; 11:1, 3, 4 (2x), Heb 11:5, 6, 7 (2x), Hebrews 11:8, 9, 11, 13, 17, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31, 33, 39; 12:2; 13:7 Faithful - 6 times in 6 verses - Heb 2:17; 3:2, 5, 6; 10:23; 11:11 Related verb pisteuo = believe - Heb 4:3, Heb 11:6. Wuest - The mention of a faith that is answered by salvation (Heb 10:39), leads the writer to speak about it now in detail. The word “faith” occurs without the article here, indicating that it is treated in its abstract conception, not particularly as New Testament faith. / Clearly faith is a key word in Hebrews. Study the 31 uses of pistis in Hebrews in context … Hebrews 4:2 - For indeed we have had good news preached to us, just as they also; but the word they heard did not profit them, because it was not united by faith in those who heard. Hebrews 6:1 - Therefore leaving the elementary teaching about the Christ, let us press on to maturity, not laying again a foundation of repentance from dead works and of faith toward God, Hebrews 6:12 -so that you will not be sluggish, but imitators of those who through faith and patience inherit the promises. Hebrews 10:22 - let us draw near with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water. Hebrews 10:38 - BUT MY RIGHTEOUS ONE SHALL LIVE BY FAITH; AND IF HE SHRINKS BACK, MY SOUL HAS NO PLEASURE IN Hebrews 10:39 - But we are not of those who shrink back to destruction, but of those who have faith to the preserving of the soul. Hebrews 11:1 - Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. Hebrews 11:3 - By faith we understand that the worlds were prepared by the word of God, so that what is seen was not made out of things which are visible. Hebrews 11:4 - By faith Abel offered to God a better sacrifice than Cain, through which he obtained the testimony that he was righteous, God testifying about his gifts, and through faith, though he is dead, he still speaks. Hebrews 11:5 - By faith Enoch was taken up so that he would not see death; AND HE WAS NOT FOUND BECAUSE GOD TOOK HIM UP; for he obtained the witness that before his being taken up he was pleasing to God. Hebrews 11:6 - And without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is and that He is a rewarder of those who seek Him. Hebrews 11:7 - By faith Noah, being warned by God about things not yet seen, in reverence prepared an ark for the salvation of his household, by which he condemned the world, and became an heir of the righteousness which is according to faith. Hebrews 11:8 - By faith Abraham, when he was called, obeyed by going out to a place which he was to receive for an inheritance; and he went out, not knowing where he was going. Hebrews 11:9 - By faith he lived as an alien in the land of promise, as in a foreign land, dwelling in tents with Isaac and Jacob, fellow heirs of the same promise; Hebrews 11:11 - By faith even Sarah herself received ability to conceive, even beyond the proper time of life, since she considered Him faithful who had promised. Hebrews 11:13 - All these died in faith, without receiving the promises, but having seen them and having welcomed them from a distance, and having confessed that they were strangers and exiles on the earth. Hebrews 11:17 - By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he who had received the promises was offering up his only begotten son; Hebrews 11:20 - By faith Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau, even regarding things to come. Hebrews 11:21 - By faith Jacob, as he was dying, blessed each of the sons of Joseph, and worshiped, leaning on the top of his staff. Hebrews 11:22 - By faith Joseph, when he was dying, made mention of the exodus of the sons of Israel, and gave orders concerning his bones. Hebrews 11:23 - By faith Moses, when he was born, was hidden for three months by his parents, because they saw he was a beautiful child; and they were not afraid of the king's edict. Hebrews 11:24 - By faith Moses, when he had grown up, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh's daughter, Hebrews 11:27 - By faith he left Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king; for he endured, as seeing Him who is unseen. Hebrews 11:28 - By faith he kept the Passover and the sprinkling of the blood, so that he who destroyed the firstborn would not touch them. Hebrews 11:29 -By faith they passed through the Red Sea as though they were passing through dry land; and the Egyptians, when they attempted it, were drowned. Hebrews 11:30 - By faith the walls of Jericho fell down after they had been encircled for seven days. Hebrews 11:31 - By faith Rahab the harlot did not perish along with those who were disobedient, after she had welcomed the spies in peace. Hebrews 11:33 -who by faith conquered kingdoms, performed acts of righteousness, obtained promises, shut the mouths of lions, Hebrews 11:39 - And all these, having gained approval through their faith, did not receive what was promised, Hebrews 12:2 - fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. Hebrews 13:7 - Remember those who led you, who spoke the word of God to you; and considering the result of their conduct, imitate their faith. Faith equals persuasion of God's love revealed in the gospel of grace. [AT] / NEVER divorce faith from love and relationship.  It is fatal.  Faith in essence is the persuasion that God loves us, but when we study this chapter we see that it is also the rising up out of the ashes of the fall and living and proclaiming hope.  This life of faith liberates others and calls them to that golden city of God to which all believers are summoned by the 'Voice of love'.  Faith is also believing that God loved us enough to restore us to righteousness (perfect innocence) in Christ. The just lives by his persuasion that perfect innocence is possible in Christ (the Messiah). The just lives by trust in the Father heart of God. / Die bewys is 'n lewe van opoffering! 'n Lewe, nie net woorde nie! Ons lewe wys dat ons hoop het en die Bybel noem hierdie lewe geloof (Jak. 2v) Al die geloofshelde het hierdie hoop "bewys" deur die kruislewe wat hulle geleef het. [AT] / Brokenness is the basis of true biblical faith. All we need is to walk humbly with our God. [AT] / Hebrews 11:1 And what is faith?  Faith gives substance to our hopes, and makes us certain of realities we do not see.  [NEB] / Hebrews 11:1 Faith is a confident trust in the things we hope for, and a firm belief in things that cannot be seen with our physical eyes. [Greber]/  
Heb 11:2  For by it the people of old received their commendation.

Greek: en taute gar emarturethesan (3PAPI) oi presbuteroi. Amplified: For by [faith—trust and holy fervor born of faith] the men of old had divine testimony borne to them and obtained a good report. (Amplified Bible - Lockman) KJV: For by it the elders obtained a good report. NLT: God gave his approval to people in days of old because of their faith. (NLT - Tyndale House) Phillips: It was this kind of faith that won their reputation for the saints of old. (Phillips: Touchstone) Wuest: For by means of this the elders had witness borne to them. (Eerdmans) Young's Literal: for in this were the elders testified of; / Wuest - The word “for” introduces proof of the preceding statement regarding the nature of faith. The words “by it” are in the Greek text en tautei, literally, “in this,” that is, “in the sphere and exercise of faith.” The locative of sphere, “in this,” approaches in meaning the instrumental of means, “by means of.” “Faith has power to see and realize the unseen, for the experience of the fathers proves it.” / Martureo - 76x in 74v. NAS translates it as follows: add… testimony(1), attested(1), bear… witness(1), bear witness(1), continued to testify(1), gained approval(2), given(1), gives(1), good reputation(1), having a reputation(1), obtained the testimony(1), obtained the witness(1), received a good testimony(1), speaking well(1), testified(17), testifies(7), testify(25), testifying(5), testimony(5), well spoken(3), witness(1), witnessed(2), witnesses(1)./
What they did we can do... achieve in our day the purpose for which God made us. / 
Heb 11:3  By faith we understand that the universe was created by the word of God, so that what is seen was not made out of things that are visible.

Greek:Pistei nooumen (1PPAI) katertisthai (RPN) tous aionas remati theou, eis to me ek phainomenon(PMPNPG) to blepomenon (PPPNSA) gegonenai. (RAN)  Amplified: By faith we understand that the worlds [during the successive ages] were framed (fashioned, put in order, and equipped for their intended purpose) by the word of God, so that what we see was not made out of things which are visible. KJV: Through faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the word of God, so that things which are seen were not made of things which do appear.  NLT: By faith we understand that the entire universe was formed at God's command, that what we now see did not come from anything that can be seen. Phillips: And it is after all only by faith that our minds accept as fact that the whole scheme of time and space was created by God's command - that the world which we can see has come into being through principles which are invisible. Wuest: By means of faith we perceive that the material universe and the God-appointed ages of time were equipped and fitted by God's word for the purpose for which they were intended, and it follows therefore that that which we see did not come into being out of that which is visible.Young'sLiteral: by faith we understand the ages to have been prepared by a saying of God, in regard to the things seen not having come out of things appearing; / BY FAITH WE UNDERSTAND THAT THE WORLDS WERE PREPARED BY THE WORD OF GOD: Pistei nooumen (1PPAI) kathertisthai (RPN) tous aionas rhemati theou,: (He 1:2; Genesis 1:1-31; 2:1; Ps 33:6; Isaiah 40:26; Jer 10:11,16; Jn 1:3; Acts 14:15; 17:24; Ro 1:19, 20, 21; 4:17; 2Pe 3:5; Rev 4:11) / Wuest - This verse does not begin the list of instances where faith was exercised in Old Testament times. It is still part of the exposition of faith found in verses 1–3. It shows that in its earliest and most general expression, belief that the visible universe was created by God, is a conviction of something not apprehensible by the senses. (Hebrews Commentary) / By Faith - All uses in NAS in Heb 11 - He    4:2; 10:38; 11:3, 4, 5, 7, 8, 9, 11, 17, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31, 33. Each example of faith in Heb 11:3-31 is formally introduced with this specific phrase "by faith" (pistei) /
Heb 11:4  By faith Abel offered to God a more acceptable sacrifice than Cain, through which he was commended as righteous, God commending him by accepting his gifts. And through his faith, though he died, he still speaks.

Greek: Pistei pleiona thusian Abel para Kain prosenegken (3SAAI) to theo, di' es emarturethe (3SAPI) einai(PAN) dikaios, marturountos (PAPMSG) epi tois dorois autou tou theou, kai di' autes apothanon (5631) eti lalei.(3SPAI) Amplified: [Prompted, actuated] by faith Abel brought God a better and more acceptable sacrifice than Cain, because of which it was testified of him that he was righteous [that he was upright and in right standing with God], and God bore witness by accepting and acknowledging his gifts. And though he died, yet [through the incident] he is still speaking. KJV: By faith Abel offered unto God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain, by which he obtained witness that he was righteous, God testifying of his gifts: and by it he being dead yet speaketh.NLT: It was by faith that Abel brought a more acceptable offering to God than Cain did. God accepted Abel's offering to show that he was a righteous man. And although Abel is long dead, he still speaks to us because of his faith. Phillips: It was because of his faith that Abel made a better sacrifice to God than Cain, and he had evidence that God looked upon him as a righteous man, whose gifts he could accept. And though Cain killed him, yet by his faith he still speaks to us today. Wuest: By faith Abel offered to God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain, through which it was testified that he was righteous, God bearing witness to his gifts, and through it, though he is dead, yet he speaks.Young's Literal: by faith a better sacrifice did Abel offer to God than Cain, through which he was testified to be righteous, God testifying of his gifts, and through it, he being dead, doth yet speak. / (Genesis 4:3, 4, 5,15,25; 1John 3:11,12) (He 9:22; Proverbs 15:8; 21:27; Titus 1:16; Jude 1:11) / Wuest - It is significant that the writer chooses Abel as the first example of what faith can do for the one who exercises it. In the case of Abel, it was the matter of his personal salvation which was in view, as was also the case with the recipients of the letter to the Hebrews. If Abel’s appropriation of salvation was by means of faith, that would mean that if the first-century Jew wanted to be saved, he would have to exercise faith. By faith Abel offered to God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain. That which made Abel’s sacrifice more excellent than Cain’s, was not its quantity but its quality. Its quality inhered in the fact that it was the offering which God had prescribed, a blood offering. Abel had learned this from his father Adam. The word “which” could refer grammatically either to the sacrifice or the faith. The context decides. God testified of his gifts, namely, the sacrifice. All of which means that it was by means of the blood sacrifice that he obtained witness that he was righteous. Though Abel is dead, yet “by it” (the sacrifice) he yet speaks, telling to all that live after, that salvation is through sacrificial blood. In Heb 12:24, the statement is made that Jesus’ blood speaks better things than the blood of Abel. It is not Abel’s own blood which is in view here, but the blood of the offering Abel presented to God. This is shown by the historical background and analysis of the epistle, the argument of which is that “The New Testament in Jesus’ blood is superior to and takes the place of the First Testament in animal blood.” The blood of Abel’s offering spoke symbolically of a Sacrifice for sin that God would one day offer. But Jesus’ blood is the actual sacrifice, and speaks of the salvation which He procured for us on the Cross. It was the blood offering which Abel presented to God through which he was declared righteous. This is in accord with Pauline doctrine where the great apostle speaks of “being now justified by his blood” (Ro 5:9). Cain followed his reason and ignored revelation. He argued that his own good works as manifested by the produce which he had grown, would please God rather than a blood sacrifice. Abel accepted revelation instead, and had faith in the divine acceptability of the offering prescribed by God. His own reason may have argued otherwise, but his faith in what God had said, won the day. Here was the example which this first-century Jew should follow in his appropriation of the salvation which Messiah procured for him on the Cross, not the way of Cain, which he had been taught by the first-century religious leaders in Israel. /
NB THE FIRST THREE guys mentioned here are all pre-flood and they represent our relationship with God throughout the ages in three very distinct and essential facets.  Abel represents righteousness by faith (marriage covenant), Enoch represents finding delight in God (marriage intimacy / Christian hedonism / First love) and Noah represents our walk/obedience (the fruit of intimacy).  These three also indicate the three blessings of the most holy place (reconciliation with God; the presence of God and the glory of God). [Ters en Albert] / UNRIGHTEOUSNESS AND SELF-RIGHTEOUSNESS GENESIS 4:3-5   "And in the process of time it came to pass that Cain brought an offering of the fruit of the ground to the Lord.  Abel also brought of the firstlings of his flock and of their fat.  And the Lord respected Abel and his offering, but He did not respect Cain and his offering.  And Cain was very angry, and his countenance fell." If our desire is to have an uncompromising walk with the Lord and to keep on growing and being transformed as believers, it is of vital importance that we understand the difference between unrighteousness and self-righteousness.  Our text for today gives us a clear view of the distinction between the two.  The offering that Abel brought was a blood offering and it represented his acknowledgment of his own lack of any righteousness.  It was an offering of faith in the sense that it looked forward to the cross where the blood of Christ would flow for our sin.  The offering of Cain however was not based on the fall of man and his need of righteousness, but it was the fruit of his own hands that he offered to God.  Hence we may conclude that his offering was based on self-righteousness. We thus see that the first manifestation of the fall of man was self-righteousness and it resulted in unrighteousness. This process is seen clearly in Cain's response to God in verse five: "and Cain was very angry..." As human beings who live in a three-dimensional sense realm we tend to look at the fruit of evil, without taking cognizance of the root of evil.  The root of all evil is found in pride, which is just another word for self-righteousness. This pride lies at the heart of all unrighteousness. Self-righteousness is particularly rampant in the religious setting.  It is relatively easy to spot self-righteousness in a secular setting, but in religion there is this idea that 'we are the good guys'.  We are the 'nice' people.  That is why it becomes imperative for us to make a distinction between the Christian faith and religion, any religion for that matter.  Christianity is not based on being good or evil, but on having life or death. If we do not draw this line our testimony becomes watered down and without flavour.  Jesus said we are the salt of the earth, not because we have any goodness in ourselves, but because we have identified ourselves in faith with the only Righteous One, Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God. Question: you may have repented of the evil side of your flesh, but have you repented of the good side of your flesh?  The day we believed, the Holy Spirit applied the power of the cross in our lives and we were severed from both the evil and the good of our flesh.  Therefore it is a shame for a believer to try and live the Christian life by his own power and goodness.  If the world is to see Jesus we will have to radically move away from this 'good guy', 'nice guy' concept.  We are not 'the good people'; we are the saved people, the crucified people, and the new creation.  We have nothing to do with the standards and traditions of the old creation. We live exclusively by the power and influence of the new life that abides in our spirits and not by our own good intentions and plans.  There is no room whatsoever for human wisdom and carnal energy in the church of the living God.  "If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit (Gal. 5:25).  Consider the Living Bible Translation of this verse: "If we are living now by the Holy Spirit's power, let us follow the Holy Spirit's leading in every part of our lives." Quote of the Day:  "Christianity is not a struggle to become, but a choice to let Jesus be."  Watchman Nee / 

Heb 11:5  By faith Enoch was taken up so that he should not see death, and he was not found, because God had taken him. Now before he was taken he was commended as having pleased God.

Greek: Pistei Enoch metetethe (3SAPI) tou me idein (AAN) thanaton, kai ouch eurisketo (3SIPI) dioti

 HYPERLINK "http://studylight.org/lex/grk/view.cgi?number=3346" metetheken (3SAAI) auton o theos; pro gar tes metatheseos memarturetai (3SRPI) euarestekenai (RAN) to

 HYPERLINK "http://studylight.org/lex/grk/view.cgi?number=2316" theo, Amplified: Because of faith Enoch was caught up and transferred to heaven, so that he did not have a glimpse of death; and he was not found, because God had translated him. For even before he was taken to heaven, he received testimony [still on record] that he had pleased and been satisfactory to God. KJV: By faith Enoch was translated that he should not see death; and was not found, because God had translated him: for before his translation he had this testimony, that he pleased God. NLT: It was by faith that Enoch was taken up to heaven without dying—"suddenly he disappeared because God took him." But before he was taken up, he was approved as pleasing to God. Phillips: It was because of his faith that Enoch was promoted to the eternal world without experiencing death. He disappeared from this world because God promoted him, and before that happened his reputation was that "he pleased God". Wuest: By faith Enoch was conveyed to another place, with the result that he did not see death, and he was not found because God had conveyed him to another place. For before his removal he had witness borne, that testimony still being on record, to the effect that he pleased God. Young's Literal: By faith Enoch was translated--not to see death, and was not found, because God did translate him; for before his translation he had been testified to--that he had pleased God well. /  (Genesis 5:22, 23, 24; Luke 3:37; Jude 1:14) / Enoch - 13x in 12v- Ge 4:17, 18; 5:18, 19, 21, 22, 23, 24; 1Chr 1:3; Lk 3:37; He 11:5; Jude 1:14
Genesis 4:17 Cain had relations with his wife and she conceived, and gave birth to Enoch; and he built a city, and called the name of the city Enoch, after the name of his son. 18 Now to Enoch was born Irad, and Irad became the father of Mehujael, and Mehujael became the father of Methushael, and Methushael became the father of Lamech. Genesis 5:18 Jared lived one hundred and sixty-two years, and became the father of Enoch. 19 Then Jared lived eight hundred years after he became the father of Enoch, and he had other sons and daughters. 21 Enoch lived sixty-five years, and became the father of Methuselah. 22 Then Enoch walked with God three hundred years after he became the father of Methuselah, and he had other sons and daughters. 23 So all the days of Enoch were three hundred and sixty-five years. 24 Enoch walked with God; and he was not, for God took him. 1 Chronicles 1:3 Enoch, Methuselah, Lamech,

Luke 3:37 the son of Methuselah, the son of Enoch, the son of Jared, the son of Mahalaleel, the son of Cainan, Hebrews 11:5 By faith Enoch was taken up so that he would not see death; AND HE WAS NOT FOUND BECAUSE GOD TOOK HIM UP; for he obtained the witness that before his being taken up he was pleasing to God.

Jude 1:14 It was also about these men that Enoch, in the seventh generation from Adam, prophesied, saying, "Behold, the Lord came with many thousands of His holy ones, / Wuest - Enoch was translated. The word is metatithemi. The verb tithemi means “to place,” the prefixed preposition meta signifying a change, the compound word meaning “to transpose” (two things, one of which is put in place of the other). This word is used in Acts 7:16 of the transporting of the remains of Jacob and his sons to Shechem, in Gal. 1:6 of the sudden change of the doctrinal position of the Galatian Christians, and in Heb. 7:12, of the change of the law of the priesthood, a new regulation being instituted in place of the old. In the case of Enoch, the word speaks of his sudden transference from earth to heaven. It refers to a change of position. It was one thing put in the place of another, heaven for Enoch rather than earth. Now, in the transference of believers from earth to heaven, that operation is effected usually by death. But in the case of Enoch, it was apart from death. He departed this earthly scene without dying. This verse does not teach that Enoch had faith to be translated. God translated him because he lived a life in which He was pleased. It was by faith that he lived that life. The Mosaic commentary on his life is in the words “Enoch walked with God” (Gen. 5:22). Vincent says when commenting on this: “Faith creates a close personal relation.”

Was taken up (3346) (Metatithemi from meta = change of place or condition + tithemi = to put or place) literally means to put in another place, as used here in Heb 11:5, the passive since meaning to be taken or transferred. We find another literal use in Acts 7:16 where bodies are transferred to a burial place in Shechem.

In the figurative sense metatithemi means to effect a change in state or condition and so to alter something as when the priesthood is changed (Heb 7:12).

Another figurative use is found in Jude 1:4 who were continually "turning" the grace of God into licentiousness, saying in essence that God's marvelous grace provided a "license" for immoral behavior! In another figurative use Paul accuses Peter of "deserting" (turning away from) the gospel to follow a different gospel (Gal 1:6).

BDAG (summarized) - 1. To convey from one place to another = put in another place, transfer (Acts 7:16, Heb 11:5a) 2. To effect a change in state or condition = change, alter (Jude 1:4, Heb 7:12 - when the priesthood is changed passed on to another) 3. To have a change of mind in allegiance = change one’s mind, turn away, desert (middle voice) Gal 1:6. 2Macc 7:24.. / 
Heb 11:6  And without faith it is impossible to please him, for whoever would draw near to God must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who seek him.
Greek: choris de pisteos adunaton euarestesai, (AAN) pisteusai (AAN) gar dei (3SPAI) ton

 HYPERLINK "http://studylight.org/lex/grk/view.cgi?number=4334" proserchomenon (PMPMSA) to theo oti estin (3SPAI) kai tois ekzetousin (PAPMPD) auton

 HYPERLINK "http://studylight.org/lex/grk/view.cgi?number=3406" misthapodotes ginetai. (3SPMI) Amplified: But without faith it is impossible to please and be satisfactory to Him. For whoever would come near to God must [necessarily] believe that God exists and that He is the rewarder of those who earnestly and diligently seek Him [out].  KJV: But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him. NLT: So, you see, it is impossible to please God without faith. Anyone who wants to come to him must believe that there is a God and that he rewards those who sincerely seek him. Phillips: And without faith it is impossible to please him. The man who approaches God must have faith in two things, first that God exists and secondly that it is worth a man's while to try to find God. Wuest: Now, without faith it is impossible to please Him at all. For he who comes to God must of the necessity in the nature of the case believe that He exists, that He also becomes a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him out. Young's Literal: and apart from faith it is impossible to please well, for it behoveth him who is coming to God to believe that He is, and to those seeking Him He becometh a rewarder. / He 3:12,18,19; 4:2,6; Nu 14:11; 20:12; Ps 106:21,22,24; Isaiah 7:9; Mark 16:17; John 3:18,19; 8:24; Galatians 5:6; Revelation 21:8) / Wuest - Now the writer lays down an axiomatic truth. He uses the aorist tense in the infinitive “to please.” The statement is universal in its application and timeless. The idea is, “Without faith it is impossible to please Him at all.” (Hebrews Commentary) The writer had earlier warned his readers regarding the danger of no faith instructing them to… Take care (present imperative = command to continually maintain this attitude - implying a continual need!), brethren, that there not be in any one of you an evil, unbelieving heart that falls away from the living God (cp "believe that He is" in He 11:6). (He 3:12-note) / Here are the seven uses of this proserchomai in Hebrews…

Hebrews 4:16 (note) Let us therefore draw near with confidence to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and may find grace to help in time of need. (Comment: "Let us… " emphasizes that this privilege is always available to those under the New Covenant. Do we really comprehend and avail ourselves of the profundity of this privilege?) Hebrews 7:25 (note) Hence, also, He is able to save forever those who draw near (present tense = emphasizes continual activity) to God through Him, since He always lives to make intercession for them. Hebrews 10:1 (note) For the Law, since it has only a shadow of the good things to come and not the very form of things, can never by the same sacrifices year by year, which they offer continually, make perfect those who draw near. Hebrews 10:22 (note) let us draw near with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water. Hebrews 11:6 (note) And without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes (drawn near) to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who seek Him. Hebrews 12:18 (note) For you have not come (drawn near) to a mountain that may be touched and to a blazing fire, and to darkness and gloom and whirlwind, Hebrews 12:22 (note) But you have come (drawn near) to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to myriads of angels. /
PT FAITH: 11v1; 11v11; Rom. 10v17; / You can never expect too much of God. / Only faith pleases God, because that is the only valid response to His love, believing that He loves me and that He is love (a rewarder). [AT] / If only faith pleases God, does this not also mean that only unbelief displeases God?  If this is true, it has very profound implications. [AT] / 

Heb 11:7  By faith Noah, being warned by God concerning events as yet unseen, in reverent fear constructed an ark for the saving of his household. By this he condemned the world and became an heir of the righteousness that comes by faith.
Greek: Pistei chrematistheis (AAPMSN) Noe peri ton medepo blepomenon (PPPNPG) eulabetheis(AAPMSN) kateskeuasen (3SAAI) kiboton eis soterian tou oikou autou, di' es katekrinen (3SAAI) ton

 HYPERLINK "http://studylight.org/lex/grk/view.cgi?number=2889" kosmon, kai tes kata pistin dikaiosunes egeneto (3SAMI) kleronomos. Amplified: [Prompted] by faith Noah, being forewarned by God concerning events of which as yet there was no visible sign, took heed and diligently and reverently constructed and prepared an ark for the deliverance of his own family. By this [his faith which relied on God] he passed judgment and sentence on the world’s unbelief and became an heir and possessor of righteousness (that relation of being right into which God puts the person who has faith). KJV: By faith Noah, being warned of God of things not seen as yet, moved with fear, prepared an ark to the saving of his house; by the which he condemned the world, and became heir of the righteousness which is by faith. NLT: It was by faith that Noah built an ark to save his family from the flood. He obeyed God, who warned him about something that had never happened before. By his faith he condemned the rest of the world and was made right in God's sight. Phillips: It was through faith that Noah, on receiving God's warning of impending disaster, reverently constructed an ark to save his household. This action of faith condemned the unbelief of the rest of the world, and won for Noah the righteousness before God which follows such a faith. Wuest: By faith Noah, having been divinely warned concerning the things not seen, with reverential care prepared an ark for the preservation of his household; by means of which he condemned the world, and became an heir of the righteousness which is according to faith. Young's Literal: By faith Noah, having been divinely warned concerning the things not yet seen, having feared, did prepare an ark to the salvation of his house, through which he did condemn the world, and of the righteousness according to faith he became heir. / Genesis 6:13,22; 7:1,5; Matthew 24:38; Luke 17:26 2Peter 2:5 Genesis 6:13; 19:14; Exodus 9:18, 19, 20, 21; Proverbs 22:3; 27:12; Ezekiel 3:17, 18, 19; Matthew 3:7; Matthew 24:15,25; 2Peter 3:6 / Romans  1:17; 3:22; 4:11,13; 9:30; 10:6; Galatians 5:5; Philippians 3:9; 2Peter 1:1) /
Heb 11:8  By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to a place that he was to receive as an inheritance. And he went out, not knowing where he was going.

Greek: Pistei kaloumenos (PPPMSN) Abraam upekousen (3SAAI) exelthein eis topon on emellen (AAN)lambanein (PAN) eis kleronomian, kai exelthen (3SAAI) me epistamenos (PPPMSN) pou erchetai. (3SPMI)  Amplified: [Urged on] by faith Abraham, when he was called, obeyed and went forth to a place which he was destined to receive as an inheritance; and he went, although he did not know or trouble his mind about where he was to go. KJV: By faith Abraham, when he was called to go out into a place which he should after receive for an inheritance, obeyed; and he went out, not knowing whither he went. NLT: It was by faith that Abraham obeyed when God called him to leave home and go to another land that God would give him as his inheritance. He went without knowing where he was going. Phillips: It was by faith that Abraham obeyed the summons to go out to a place which he would eventually possess, and he set out in complete ignorance of his destination. Wuest: By faith Abraham, while he was being called, obeyed to go out into a place which he was about to be receiving as an inheritance, and he went out, not troubling his mind as to where he was going. Young's Literal: By faith Abraham, being called, did obey, to go forth to the place that he was about to receive for an inheritance, and he went forth, not knowing whither he doth go; / (Ge 11:31; 12:1, 2, 3, 4; Josh 24:3; Neh 9:7,8; Isa 41:2; 51:2; Acts 7:2, 3, 4) (Ge 12:7; 13:15, 16, 17; 15:7,8; 17:8; 26:3; Dt 9:5; Ps 105:9, 10, 11; Ezek 36:24) (He 11:33; 5:9; Ge 22:18; 15:5; Mt 7:24,25; Ro 1:5; 6:17; 10:16; 2Cor 10:5; Jas 2:14, 15, 16; 1Pe 1:22; 3:1; 4:17) / The idea of hearing is a key idea in Hebrews...

Hebrews 2:1 (note) For this reason we must pay much closer attention to what we have heard, lest we drift away from it. Hebrews 3:7 (note) Therefore, just as the Holy Spirit says, "TODAY IF YOU HEAR HIS VOICE, 8 DO NOT HARDEN YOUR HEARTS AS WHEN THEY PROVOKED ME, AS IN THE DAY OF TRIAL IN THE WILDERNESS

Hebrews 3:15 (note) while it is said, "TODAY IF YOU HEAR HIS VOICE, DO NOT HARDEN YOUR HEARTS, AS WHEN THEY PROVOKED ME." Hebrews 4:7 (note) He again fixes a certain day, "Today," saying through David after so long a time just as has been said before, "TODAY IF YOU HEAR HIS VOICE, DO NOT HARDEN YOUR HEARTS." Hebrews 5:9 (note) And having been made perfect, He became to all those who obey (literally "hear under", listen attentively hupakouo = hupo + akouo) Him the source of eternal salvation, Hebrews 5:11 (note) Concerning him we have much to say, and it is hard to explain, since you have become dull of hearing. Hebrews 11:8 (note) By faith Abraham, when he was called, obeyed (literally "hear under", listen attentively hupakouo = hupo + akouo) by going out to a place which he was to receive for an inheritance; and he went out, not knowing where he was going. / Wuest - The words “When he was called” are the translation of a present participle which speaks of action going on at the same time as that of the leading verb, which is “obeyed.” The translation is “Abraham, while he was being called, obeyed.” It indicates Abraham’s immediate obedience to God’s call. The words “to go out” are to be construed, not with “called” but “obeyed.” They specify that in which his obedience was shown. The idea is, “when he was called, obeyed to go out” /
GELOOF (IS) GEHOORSAAM “Deur die geloof het Abraham, toe hy geroep is, gehoorsaam weggetrek na die plek wat hy as ‘n erfenis sou ontvang; en hy het weggetrek sonder om te weet waar hy sou kom.”  Heb. 11:8  Op alles wat God in Sy Woord sê, antwoord geloof “dit is waar”!  Dit is die fondasie van Bybelse geloof.  Maar ‘n fondasie is nie net daar om mooi te lyk of te beïndruk nie.  ‘n Fondasie is bedoel om op gebou te word en hierdie bouwerk het in geestelike terme alles te doen met gehoorsaamheid.  God openbaar homself aan ons as die mees betroubare Persoon in die heelal.  Daarom kan ons sy Woord glo.  Ons geloof is eerstens in wie Hý is, dan kan ons met groot vrymoedigheid en vreugde onwrikbaar glo en bely wie ons ín Hom is.  Net vanuit daardie plek van innerlike sekuriteit word gehoorsaamheid ‘n werklikheid.  Hierdie gehoorsaamheid is ‘n geloofsgehoorsaamheid en is iets heeltemal anders as ek wat probeer om uit die krag van my eie wil ‘n getroue dissipel te wees.  Abraham het “gehoorsaam weggetrek na die plek wat hy as ‘n erfenis sou ontvang”, want Hy het vertroue gehad in die Een wat hom geroep het en hy het geweet dat sy eie identiteit onlosmaaklik verbind was aan die wese en karakter van ‘n enige en almagtige God (Deut. 6:4).  Abraham se lewe was nie net ‘n voorbeeld vir ons nie, maar ‘n oproep tot dieselfde soort geloof wat moet lei tot dieselfde sóórt gehoorsaamheid, al verskil die detail van ons lewens en gehoorsaamheid in baie opsigte van syne. [AT] /
Heb 11:9  By faith he went to live in the land of promise, as in a foreign land, living in tents with Isaac and Jacob, heirs with him of the same promise.

Greek: Pistei parokesen (3SAAI) eis gen tes epaggelias os allotrian, en skenais katoikesas (AAPMSN) meta

 HYPERLINK "http://studylight.org/lex/grk/view.cgi?number=2464" Isaak kai Iakob ton sugkleronomon tes epaggelias tes autes;
Amplified: [Prompted] by faith he dwelt as a temporary resident in the land which was designated in the promise [of God, though he was like a stranger] in a strange country, living in tents with Isaac and Jacob, fellow heirs with him of the same promise. KJV: By faith he sojourned in the land of promise, as in a strange country, dwelling in tabernacles with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of the same promise: NLT: And even when he reached the land God promised him, he lived there by faith—for he was like a foreigner, living in a tent. And so did Isaac and Jacob, to whom God gave the same promise. Phillips: It was faith that kept him journeying like a foreigner through the land of promise, with no more home than the tents which he shared with Isaac and Jacob, co-heirs with him of the promise. Wuest: By faith he lived as a foreigner without rights of citizenship in the land of the promise as in a land not his own, having settled down to live in tents with Isaac and Jacob, joint-heirs with him of the promise, the same one, Young's Literal: by faith he did sojourn in the land of the promise as a strange country, in tabernacles having dwelt with Isaac and Jacob, fellow-heirs of the same promise. / Wuest on in the land - The preposition “in” is the translation of eis a preposition of motion. Here we have, therefore, a verb of rest used with a preposition which signifies motion. This combination speaks of the fact that Abraham went into the land and dwelt there. /
Heb 11:10  For he was looking forward to the city that has foundations, whose designer and builder is God.
NB KENMERKE VAN BYBELSE GELOOF:  1. Dit is gebou op 'n hoop in die Godstad en dit lei as gevolg daarvan tot 'n radikale gehoorsaamheid en opofferings wat die wêreld en wêreldse belonings verloën. 2. Hierdie radikale lewe sluit in die Goddelike liefde wat al hoe meer groei soos wat ons leef vanuit die visie op die Godstad (Heb. 11:10, 13-16; Kol. 2:20, 3:1-4).  3.  Geloof het alles te doen met dood en opstanding en dan spesifiek die "long view" wat die Godstad met Goddelike belonings aan die ander kant van die dood sien. 4. Dit het alles te doen met Egipte/Sodom versus die Nuwe Jerusalem.  5. Ware geloof het baie te doen met lydsaamheid, want dit gee erkenning aan die huidige "pelgrims en tentbewoners" status van dissipels terwyl dit ons oë rig op die Godstad vir motivering en inspirasie.  NB VIER AFWYKINGS VAN BYBELSE GELOOF (BEWEGINGS): 1. Een Dimensionele Genade: in hierdie skema hoef jy nie Egipte te verlaat nie...Egipte is "redeemed". 2. Voorspoedteologie: nie net hoef jy nie Egipte te verlaat nie, maar God gee vir jou al die lekker goodies in Egipte en dit wys hoe "saved and blessed" jy is! 3. Tekens en Wonders Beweging: fokus op God wat heeltyd moet ingryp om die voordele van Egipte vir ons te gee (sien Mt. 12:39)...mis die dood en opstanding element van ware geloof. 4. 'n Verkeerde Hebreeuse Wortel Beweging: maak van die aardse Jerusalem 'n Egipte...bring alles terug na die aardse (Openb. 11:8). Ware Hebreeuse Wortel lering verdiep ons verstaan van die Ou Testament sodat ons die Nuwe Testament (Christus se Persoon en Werk) meer kan waardeer en daarin kan leef (Jesaja 11:1-10). /

Greek  ecedecheto

(3SIMI) gar ten tous themelious echousan (PAPFSA) polin, es technites kai demiourgos o

 HYPERLINK "http://studylight.org/lex/grk/view.cgi?number=2316" theos. Amplified: For he was [waiting expectantly and confidently] looking forward to the city which has fixed and firm foundations, whose Architect and Builder is God. (KJV: For he looked for a city which hath foundations, whose builder and maker is God. NLT: Abraham did this because he was confidently looking forward to a city with eternal foundations, a city designed and built by God. Wuest: for he was constantly waiting for and expecting the city having the foundations, the architect and builder of which is God. Young's Literal: for he was looking for the city having the foundations, whose artificer and constructor is God. /  
Heb 11:11  By faith Sarah herself received power to conceive, even when she was past the age, since she considered him faithful who had promised.

Heb 11:12  Therefore from one man, and him as good as dead, were born descendants as many as the stars of heaven and as many as the innumerable grains of sand by the seashore.

Heb 11:13  These all died in faith, not having received the things promised, but having seen them and greeted them from afar, and having acknowledged that they were strangers and exiles on the earth.

Heb 11:14  For people who speak thus make it clear that they are seeking a homeland.

Heb 11:15  If they had been thinking of that land from which they had gone out, they would have had opportunity to return.

Kol. 3v1-4 /
Heb 11:16  But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared for them a city.

See Ps. 122 / Kol. 3v1-4 /

Heb 11:17  By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he who had received the promises was in the act of offering up his only son,

Heb 11:18  of whom it was said, "THROUGH ISAAC SHALL YOUR OFFSPRING BE NAMED."
(GENESIS 21:12). /
Heb 11:19  He considered that God was able even to raise him from the dead, from which, figuratively speaking, he did receive him back.

HEBREWS 11v20-40
Heb 11:20  By faith Isaac invoked future blessings on Jacob and Esau.

Heb 11:21  By faith Jacob, when dying, blessed each of the sons of Joseph, bowing in worship over the head of his staff.

Heb 11:22  By faith Joseph, at the end of his life, made mention of the exodus of the Israelites and gave directions concerning his bones.

Heb 11:23  By faith Moses, when he was born, was hidden for three months by his parents, because they saw that the child was beautiful, and they were not afraid of the king's edict.

Heb 11:24  By faith Moses, when he was grown up, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh's daughter,

Heb 11:25  choosing rather to be mistreated with the people of God than to enjoy the fleeting pleasures of sin.

Heb 11:26  He considered the reproach of Christ greater wealth than the treasures of Egypt, for he was looking to the reward.

Heb 11:27  By faith he left Egypt, not being afraid of the anger of the king, for he endured as seeing him who is invisible.
Heb 11:28  By faith he kept the Passover and sprinkled the blood, so that the Destroyer of the firstborn might not touch them.

Heb 11:29  By faith the people crossed the Red Sea as on dry land, but the Egyptians, when they attempted to do the same, were drowned.

Heb 11:30  By faith the walls of Jericho fell down after they had been encircled for seven days.

Heb 11:31  By faith Rahab the prostitute did not perish with those who were disobedient, because she had given a friendly welcome to the spies.

Heb 11:32  And what more shall I say? For time would fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the prophets--

Heb 11:33  who through faith conquered kingdoms, enforced justice, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions,

Heb 11:34  quenched the power of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, were made strong out of weakness, became mighty in war, put foreign armies to flight.

Heb 11:35  Women received back their dead by resurrection. Some were tortured, refusing to accept release, so that they might rise again to a better life.

Heb 11:36  Others suffered mocking and flogging, and even chains and imprisonment.

Heb 11:37  They were stoned, they were sawn in two, they were killed with the sword. They went about in skins of sheep and goats, destitute, afflicted, mistreated--

Note in v.34 there were those who escaped the edge of the sword by faith. There is no fixed rule, faith is a relationship with the Faithful One. /

Heb 11:38  of whom the world was not worthy--wandering about in deserts and mountains, and in dens and caves of the earth.

Heb 11:39  And all these, though commended through their faith, did not receive what was promised,

Heb 11:40  since God had provided something better for us, that apart from us they should not be made perfect.
CR: Heb. 10v14 /This speaks of something yet future, the resurrection , day of the Lord. (AT) / 
CHAPTER TWELVE

HEBREWS 12v1-17
Heb 12:1  Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us,

OL: 1)2)3)4)5) /Is die sonde hier ongeloof? (Hfst. 11). Ja! / 
Heb 12:2  looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God.

1 Cor. 13v7 - nothing believes like love /2 Cor. 3v13; Jas. 1v23; 2 C. 4v6 Acts 26v19 "Therefore, O King Agrippa, I was not disobedient to the heavenly vision.; Gal. 3v1-5/ 

Heb 12:3  Consider him who endured from sinners such hostility against himself, so that you may not grow weary or fainthearted.

Heb 12:4  In your struggle against sin you have not yet resisted to the point of shedding your blood.

Heb 12:5  And have you forgotten the exhortation that addresses you as sons? "MY SON, DO NOT REGARD LIGHTLY THE DISCIPLINE OF THE LORD, NOR BE WEARY WHEN REPROVED BY HIM.
(PROVERBS 3:11-12). / Verskil tussen tugtiging en straf. God straf nie Christene, Hy het sy Seun in ons plek gestraf. / Compare Gal. 4v2.  This ‘discipline of the Lord’ has to be different from the guardians etc in Gal. 4. [AT] / 
Heb 12:6  FOR THE LORD DISCIPLINES THE ONE HE LOVES, AND CHASTISES EVERY SON WHOM HE RECEIVES."
Prov. 13v24 / The Lord disciplines the one He loves, and He chastens everyone He accepts as His son. (Hebrews 12:6 NIV) /
Heb 12:7  It is for discipline that you have to endure. God is treating you as sons. For what son is there whom his father does not discipline?

Endure hardship as discipline; God is treating you as sons. (Hebrews 12:7 NIV) /
Heb 12:8  If you are left without discipline, in which all have participated, then you are illegitimate children and not sons.

Heb 12:9  Besides this, we have had earthly fathers who disciplined us and we respected them. Shall we not much more be subject to the Father of spirits and live?

Heb 12:10  For they disciplined us for a short time as it seemed best to them, but he disciplines us for our good, that we may share his holiness.

Heb 12:11  For the moment all discipline seems painful rather than pleasant, but later it yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness to those who have been trained by it.

Heb 12:12  Therefore lift your drooping hands and strengthen your weak knees,

Heb 12:13  and make straight paths for your feet, so that what is lame may not be put out of joint but rather be healed.

Heb 12:14  Strive for peace with everyone, and for the holiness without which no one will see the Lord.

SANCTIFICATION NB: Four matters of unusual importance must be kept in mind at all times: 1. Like the game Chicken Invaders it is much more important to keep what you have gained than to rapidly "gain strength". One hit by the enemy and you lose a large amount of power and spirituality (2 Jn. v8,  Jas. 1v21, 1 Pet. 2v2-3, Eph. 6v10ff). 2. We have to trust that God IS working in us to keep us holy and thus we have to act on principle to protect our holiness in Christ. We should not wait for impulses, but act on the Word! 3. Impulses will be more frequent on the positive line and especially when we "keep ourselves unspotted from the world". 4. We should steadily progress in terms of our devotional life and not run ahead of Jesus or become overly fastidious in our minds. The Spirit will lead us on if our minds are stayed upon Jesus. [AT] /

Heb 12:15  See to it that no one fails to obtain the grace of God; that no "root of bitterness" springs up and causes trouble, and by it many become defiled;

Look after each other so that none of you fails to receive the grace of God. Watch out that no poisonous root of bitterness grows up to trouble you, corrupting many. (Hebrews 12:15 NLT) 
Heb 12:16  that no one is sexually immoral or unholy like Esau, who sold his birthright for a single meal.

Heb 12:17  For you know that afterward, when he desired to inherit the blessing, he was rejected, for he found no chance to repent, though he sought it with tears.

Hy het sy pa gesmeek om hom te seën, maar dit was te laat. /
HEBREWS 12v18-29
Heb 12:18  For you have not come to what may be touched, a blazing fire and darkness and gloom and a tempest

Heb 12:19  and the sound of a trumpet and a voice whose words made the hearers beg that no further messages be spoken to them.

Heb 12:20  For they could not endure the order that was given, "IF EVEN A BEAST TOUCHES THE MOUNTAIN, IT SHALL BE STONED."
(EXODUS 19:12-13). / 
Heb 12:21  Indeed, so terrifying was the sight that Moses said, "I TREMBLE WITH FEAR."
Heb 12:22  But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to innumerable angels in festal gathering,

Heb 12:23  and to the assembly of the firstborn who are enrolled in heaven, and to God, the judge of all, and to the spirits of the righteous made perfect,
Ons naam hoef nie op 'n aardse rol te wees nie. /
Heb 12:24  and to Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that speaks a better word than the blood of Abel.

Heb 12:25  See that you do not refuse him who is speaking. For if they did not escape when they refused him who warned them on earth, much less will we escape if we reject him who warns from heaven.

AT Link: John 3:31 /
Heb 12:26  At that time his voice shook the earth, but now he has promised, "YET ONCE MORE I WILL SHAKE NOT ONLY THE EARTH BUT ALSO THE HEAVENS."
(HAGGAI 2:6). /
Heb 12:27  This phrase, "Yet once more," indicates the removal of things that are shaken--that is, things that have been made--in order that the things that cannot be shaken may remain.

The words “once more” indicate the removing of what can be shaken – that is, created things– so that what cannot be shaken may remain. (Hebrews 12:27 NIV) /
Heb 12:28  Therefore let us be grateful for receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, and thus let us offer to God acceptable worship, with reverence and awe,

CR: Phil. 2v12 / MOTIEWE VIR HEILIGHEID Liefde 1 Jn. 4:19 Ons het Hom lief, omdat Hy ons eerste liefgehad het. Dankbaarheid Heb 12:28 Daarom, omdat ons 'n onwankelbare koninkryk ontvang, laat ons dankbaar wees, en so God welbehaaglik dien met eerbied en vrees. Die wederkoms 1 Jn. 3:3 En elkeen wat hierdie hoop op Hom het, reinig homself soos Hy rein is. Belonings 1 Thes. 2:19 Want wie anders as julle is ons hoop of blydskap of kroon van roem in die teenwoordigheid van onse Here Jesus Christus by sy wederkoms? Heb 11:6 En sonder geloof is dit onmoontlik om God te behaag; want hy wat tot God gaan, moet glo dat Hy is en 'n beloner is van die wat Hom soek. Die Volle verwesenliking van ons bediening 2 Kor. 6:3 Ons lê nie die minste hindernis in die weg nie, sodat die bediening nie beklad mag word nie; Die uitleef van ons roeping Fil. 3:14 Maar een ding: ek vergeet die dinge wat agter is en strek my uit na wat voor is, en jaag na die doel om die prys te verkry van die hoë roeping van God in Christus Jesus. 2 Thes. 1:11 Daarom bid ons ook altyd vir julle dat onse God julle die roeping waardig mag ag, en dat Hy alle welgevalle aan wat goed is, en alle werk van die geloof met krag volkome mag maak, 2 Pet. 1:10 Daarom, broeders, moet julle jul des te meer beywer om julle roeping en verkiesing vas te maak; want as julle dit doen, sal julle nooit struikel nie. Die Wedloop van ons lewe 2 Tim. 4:7 Ek het die goeie stryd gestry; ek het die wedloop voleindig; ek het die geloof behou. 1 Kor. 9:24-25 Weet julle nie dat die wat op die baan hardloop, wel almal hardloop, maar dat een die prys ontvang nie? Hardloop só dat julle dit sekerlik kan behaal. 25 En elkeen wat aan 'n wedstryd deelneem, onthou hom in alles--húlle nogal om 'n verwelklike krans te ontvang, maar ons 'n onverwelklike. / 
Heb 12:29  FOR OUR GOD IS A CONSUMING FIRE.
(DEUTERONOMY 4:24). /
CHAPTER THIRTEEN

HEBREWS 13v1-12
Heb 13:1  Let brotherly love continue.

Heb 13:2  Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for thereby some have entertained angels unawares.

Heb 13:3  Remember those who are in prison, as though in prison with them, and those who are mistreated, since you also are in the body.

Heb 13:4  Let marriage be held in honor among all, and let the marriage bed be undefiled, for God will judge the sexually immoral and adulterous.

1Th 4:6 ESV that no one transgress and wrong his brother in this matter, because the Lord is an avenger in all these things, as we told you beforehand and solemnly warned you. /
Heb 13:5  Keep your life free from love of money, and be content with what you have, for he has said, "I WILL NEVER LEAVE YOU NOR FORSAKE YOU."
(DEUTERONOMY 31:6; JOSHUA 1:5). /
Heb 13:6  So we can confidently say, "THE LORD IS MY HELPER; I WILL NOT FEAR; WHAT CAN MAN DO TO ME?"
(PSALM 118:6) /
Heb 13:7  Remember your leaders, those who spoke to you the word of God. Consider the outcome of their way of life, and imitate their faith.

Heb 13:8  Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.

Heb 13:9  Do not be led away by diverse and strange teachings, for it is good for the heart to be strengthened by grace, not by foods, which have not benefited those devoted to them.

Kol. 2v /Do not be carried about by different and varied and alien teachings; for it is good for the heart to be established and ennobled and strengthened by means of grace (God's favor and spiritual blessing) and not [to be devoted to] foods [rules of diet and ritualistic meals], which bring no [spiritual] benefit or profit to those who observe them. [Ampl.] / HARTVERSTERKER  “…want dit is goed dat die hart versterk word deur genade…”  Heb. 13:9  Daar is nie op hierdie aarde so iets soos ‘n hart wat nie soms op afdraaipaadjies wil stap nie. Die mees toegewyde dissipel van Jesus het “versterking van hart” nodig.  Ons teks in Hebreërs 13 sê dat die hart deur “genade” versterk moet word.  Daar is geen ander medisyne vir ons harte nie.  Niks in jou en my lewe is belangriker as die kondisie van ons harte nie, en ek praat nie van daai vier-kamer pomp aan die linkerkant van jou borskas agter jou ribbes nie.  Ons het nodig om gedurig blootgestel te word aan die boodskap van Jesus wat ons wysheid is sodat ons nie hoef te leef uit ons eie insig nie, ons geregtigheid is sodat ons nie hoef te streef om vir God aanvaarbaar te wees nie, ons heiliging is sodat ons nie uit ons eie krag hoef te probeer groei in toenemende heiligheid nie en ons verlossing is sodat ons nie nodig het om moedeloos te raak oor die toekoms nie (1 Kor. 1:30). God het “in Christus” volkome voorsiening gemaak vir alles wat jy ooit sal nodig hê.  Moenie probeer leef uit jou eie wysheid en krag nie, dit gaan jou hart vir seker laat afdwaal.  Leef uit ‘n hart wat gedurig onder die invloed van genade is.  Dit is werklik die énigste manier om ‘n betekenisvolle lewe te leef en ‘n getuienis van Jesus se oorwinning te wees te midde van die vervallenheid en hartseer van ‘n stukkende wêreld met stukkende mense. [AT] / A HEART ESTABLISHED BY GRACE HEBREWS 13:9a  "Do not be carried away with various and strange doctrines.  For it is good that the heart be established by grace." ACTS 20:32  "So now, brethren, I commend you to God and to the word of His grace, which is able to build you up and give you an inheritance among all those who are sanctified." COLOSSIANS 1:5-6  "Because of the hope which is laid up for you in heaven, of which you heard before in the word of the truth of the gospel, which has come to you, as it has also in all the world, and is bringing forth fruit, as it is also among you since the day you heard and knew the grace of God in truth." COLOSSIANS 3:16a  "Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly." In these scriptures we see revealed the most marvelous things about the grace of God and the effect that it can have in our lives. This grace revealed to us in the gospel establishes the heart, builds us up, gives us an inheritance and brings forth fruit.  Therefore the apostle Paul was comforted when he left the church in Ephesus (Acts 20:32), for he knew that the word which he deposited in their lives contained all the ingredients to strengthen them and keep them in the Father's care.  If the Bible places such a high premium on the word of God's grace and its influence on us it becomes crucial for us to know what this grace is all about.  Let us take a brief look at various definitions of grace. The Greek word for grace is  'charis'.  The Online Bible Greek-English lexicon gives a beautiful definition of the meaning of this word:  "good will, loving-kindness, favour:  of the merciful kindness by which God, exerting his holy influence upon souls, turns them to Christ, keeps, strengthens, increases them in Christian faith, knowledge, affection, and kindles them to the exercise of the Christian virtues."  You cannot do much better than that, but let me give you a popular acronym that will make it crystal-clear: God's Riches At Christ's Expense.  It is the unmerited favour of God whereby He places you in Christ and grants you all the virtues and achievements of His Beloved Son.  It can be distinguished from mercy in the sense that it not only pardons us, but it also empowers us.  It makes available to us the ability of Christ to live the God-kind of life.   Now that we understand what the grace of God entails, let us see what our response should be to this lavish gift. I suggest to you that a believer's main responsibility is to remain under the influence of this grace.  We often try to do so many things that only the word of God's grace can do within us.   We have to understand the dynamics and mechanics of God's New Covenant dealings with us, for this will make all the difference in our walk with Him.  Paul knew this secret and therefore he told the Ephesians 'I commend you to the word of God's grace'.  He was saying in effect that only this word has the ability to build you up.  There are so many things around us that demand our attention and want to get into our hearts, but we have to guard our hearts and feed it constantly with God's favour revealed to us in the gospel.  Proverbs 4:23 says that we have to 'guard our hearts with all diligence, for out of it spring the issues of life'.  In the New Testament context this means that we have to allow the word of Christ to dwell richly in us by reading the Word and focusing on God's grace revealed there.  Let us never take it for granted that we are in Christ, but let us remain intoxicated with the gospel of God's grace that was extended to us freely and without merit.  Quote of the Day:  "The law of God makes a demand on us, but leaves us in the cold.  The grace of God supplies the demand, for it grants us Christ and thereby draws us into the warmth of God's house where we are trained by a new law that works within us by the Divine life." / VERVANG FEILBARE MENSLIKE LIEFDE MET ONFEILBARE GODDELIKE LIEFDE  Die Bybel leer konsekwent dat ons liefde vir mekaar net kan aanhou floreer wanneer dit op die vaste rots van God se genade staan.  As ons verwysingspunt in ons verhoudings nie die Vaderhart van God is nie, is ons almal geneig om afgode te maak van ons liefde vir ander en ook hulle liefde vir ons.  Jonathan Edwards het gesê "If you idolize it, you will demonize it."  As my liefde vir iemand dus slegs in my eie gevoelens (onafhanklik van ‘n vaste sekuriteit in God se liefde) gewortel is, het ek geen waarborg dat dit nie ‘n 180 grade draai kan maak en in ‘haat’ verander as daardie persoon my op een of ander manier faal nie.  En ons almal faal een of ander tyd mekaar.  Die hoë persentasie egskeidings en gebroke verhoudings in families en gemeentes vertel hierdie verhaal ongelukkig baie beter as wat ek dit hier kan doen.  Hoe verklaar 'n mens anders die feit dat mense wat byvoorbeeld op 'n tydstip hulle liefde en trou aan mekaar voor baie getuies beloof het, later kan omdraai en mekaar verskeur met venynige en dodelike woorde.  Daarom is dit só noodsaaklik dat ons harte gedurig versterk en verruim moet word deur die liefde van God wat vir ons mildelik in Christus uitgestort is (Heb. 13:9).  Ons moet gedurig maar net weer in geloof die kruisdood van Jesus in die blaaie van die Nuwe Testament aanskou en leer om uit dáárdie liefde te leef.   Dit alleen is vaste grond onder ons voete in al ons verhoudings en dit alleen gee ons die vermoë om ander te vergewe en steeds lief te hê, ook wanneer hulle liefde teenoor óns in 'haat’ verander het. /
Heb 13:10  We have an altar from which those who serve the tent have no right to eat.

Heb 13:11  For the bodies of those animals whose blood is brought into the holy places by the high priest as a sacrifice for sin are burned outside the camp.

Heb 13:12  So Jesus also suffered outside the gate in order to sanctify the people through his own blood.

HEBREWS 13v13-25
Heb 13:13  Therefore let us go to him outside the camp and bear the reproach he endured.

Heb 13:14  For here we have no lasting city, but we seek the city that is to come.

Heb 13:15  Through him then let us continually offer up a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips that acknowledge his name.

Heb 13:16  Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to God.

Heb 13:17  Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they are keeping watch over your souls, as those who will have to give an account. Let them do this with joy and not with groaning, for that would be of no advantage to you.
1 Thes. 5 / Moses - Deut. 4&5 / Parsing of same word in v. 17 & 18: v. 17 – “Obey” VERB second plural present passive imperative to persuade; believe; trust v. 18 – “sure” VERB first plural present passive indicative to persuade; believe; trust The word used in Heb. 13:17 & 18 is the same word as cited above. The root word is: peitho; a prim. vb.; to persuade, to have confidence: 53 ocurrences in the New Testament: The translation of this word in the following instances highlighted in red. Various occurrences. “But the chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowds to ask for Barabbas and to put Jesus to death.” (Matt 27.20 NAS) ““HE TRUSTS IN GOD; LET GOD RESCUE Himnow, IF HE DELIGHTS IN HIM; for He said, ‘I am the Son of God.’”” (Matt 27.43 NAS) ““And if this should come to the governor’s ears, we will win him over and keep you out of trouble.”” (Matt 28.14 NAS) ““But he said to him, ‘If they do not listen to Moses and the Prophets, they will not be persuaded even if someone rises from the dead.’”” (Luke 16.31 NAS95S) ““But if we say, ‘From men,’ all the people will stone us to death, for they are convinced that John was a prophet.”” (Luke 20.6 NAS95S) “But Jews came from Antioch and Iconium, and having won over the crowds, they stoned Paul and dragged him out of the city, supposing him to be dead. ” (Acts 14.19-20 NAS) “And some of them were persuaded and joined Paul and Silas, along with a large number of the God-fearing Greeks and a number of the leading women.” (Acts 17.4 NAS) “And he entered the synagogue and continued speaking out boldly for three months, reasoning and persuading themabout the kingdom of God.” (Acts 19.8 NAS) Conclusions: The word used in Heb. 13:17 translated in almost every translation of the bible as “obey” does not mean obey. It is the same word used in the very next verse, v.18, and it is translated to be “sure.” The word is never translated “obey” anywhere else in scripture (over 50 occurrences!). It seems that the translators of this verse have really missed it! There are other words in the New Testament that are clearly translated “obey” but neither is used in this passage of scripture. The idea of this verb is further mis-translated when one looks a the verb form used. The form used here by the writer of Hebrews is a present passive imperative. There is a command here, but not to those who are being led! The passive verb means that the ones to whom the command is being given are “passive” in there involvement of the action. The idea is that the action is being done to them. In other words, the command is for them to convinced, or sure of their leaders before any suggestion of submitting is considered. The burden of the action here is on those who lead not those who traditionally have been seen as the ones who must submit. It is the leaders that must earn the respect of those they wish to lead in such a way that they will be sure of their care and then willingly offer their submission. Therefore, there is nothing here of an injunction for anyone to “obey” their leaders. Proposed translation for Hebrews 13:17: As you are convinced that your leaders care for you and have your best interest at heart, submit to them, for they keep watch over your souls (not your spirit or anything having to do with your relationship with the Lord). [Cliff Canipe] / Doesn’t Hebrews 13:17 command us to obey and submit to our leaders, implying that church leaders possess official authority? Again, a look at the Greek text proves useful here. The word translated “obey” in Hebrews 13:17 is not the garden-variety Greek word (hupakouo) that’s usually employed in the New Testament for obedience. Rather, it’s the word peitho. Peitho means to persuade or to win over. Because this word appears in the middle-passive form in Hebrews 13:17, the text ought to be translated “Allow yourselves to be persuaded by your leaders.” This text appears to be an exhortation to give weight to the instruction of local overseers (and possibly apostolic workers). It’s not an exhortation to obey them mindlessly. It implies persuasive power to convince and to win over rather than to coerce, force, or browbeat into submission. In the words of Greek scholar W. E. Vine, “The obedience suggested [in Hebrews 13:17] is not by submission to authority, but resulting from persuasion.” 17 Likewise, the verb translated “submit” in this passage is the word hupeiko. It carries the idea of yielding, retiring, or withdrawing, as in surrendering after battle. Those who occupy themselves with spiritual oversight don’t demand submission. By virtue of their wisdom and spiritual maturity, they are to be accorded with respect. Christians are encouraged to be uncommonly biased toward what they say. Not because of an external office they hold, but because of their godly character, spiritual stature, and sacrificial service to the people of God. In the words of Hebrews 13:7, we are to “imitate their faith” as we “consider the outcome of their life.” By so doing, we make their God-called task of spiritual oversight far easier to carry out (v. 17). [VIOLA] / The Bible teaches that those who watch over the souls of the church will have to give an account to God. Doesn’t this mean that these people have authority over others? Hebrews 13:17 says that those who provide oversight are accountable to God for this task. But there’s nothing in this text that warrants that they have special authority over other Christians. Being accountable to God is not the equivalent of having authority. All believers are accountable to God (Matt. 12:36; 18:23; Luke 16:2; Rom. 3:19; 14:12; Heb. 4:13; 13:17; 1 Peter 4:5). But this doesn’t mean that they have authority over others. (Incidentally, desiring dominion over others is carnal. It’s not an outworking of God’s grace, but of fallen flesh.) [VIOLA] / 
Heb 13:18  Pray for us, for we are sure that we have a clear conscience, desiring to act honorably in all things.

Heb 13:19  I urge you the more earnestly to do this in order that I may be restored to you the sooner.

Heb 13:20  Now may the God of peace who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant,

Heb 13:21  equip you with everything good that you may do his will, working in us that which is pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever and ever. Amen.

Heb 13:22  I appeal to you, brothers, bear with my word of exhortation, for I have written to you briefly.

Heb 13:23  You should know that our brother Timothy has been released, with whom I shall see you if he comes soon.

Heb 13:24  Greet all your leaders and all the saints. Those who come from Italy send you greetings.

Heb 13:25  Grace be with all of you.

JAMES
JAMES AT COMMENTARY

JAMES BACKGROUND

Time:  AD 44-49 (1st)

Stats:  5 chapters/108 verses/2 309 words/24 questions/100 verses of history/8 verses of fulfilled prophecy
Key People:

The believers—persecuted Jewish believers dispersed throughout the Roman Empire (1:1–5:20)

Key Term:  “Works” (2:26).  This book focuses on the importance of good works as the evidence of genuine faith.  As such, it perfectly complements Galatians.
Key Words:
Anointing: Greek aleipho—5:14—literally, “to daub” or “to smear.” Greek chrio—5:14—literally, “to anoint.” The term aleipho was commonly used to describe a medicinal anointing. A similar Greek word chrio was used to express a sacramental anointing. In biblical times, oil was commonly used as a medicine (Luke 10:30–37). Yet, oil also symbolized the Spirit of God (1 Samuel 16:1–13).

Good Gift; Perfect Gift: Greek dosis agathe—1:17—literally, “the act of giving” and “good.” Greekdorema teleion—1:17—literally, “actual gifts” and “perfect.” The Greek text uses two separate words to describe gifts from God. The first expression, good gift, reveals the value of receiving something from God, while perfect gift represents the flawless quality of God’s gifts. God’s giving is continuously good, and His gifts are always perfectly suited for His children.
Key Text:
James 2:26  Want soos die liggaam sonder gees dood is, so is ook die geloof sonder die werke dood.
Provocation & Context

The recipients of this letter were Jewish believers who were scattered (1:1), possibly as a result of Stephen’s martyrdom (Acts 7; a.d. 31–34), but more likely due to the persecution under Herod Agrippa I (Acts 12; about a.d. 44). Fifteen times the author refers to his audience as “brethren” (1:2, 16, 19; 2:1, 5, 14; 3:1, 10, 12; 4:11; 5:7, 9–10, 12, 19), which was a common epithet among the first-century Jews. Not surprisingly, then, James displays a distinct Jewish flavor in style and content. His letter contains more than forty allusions to the Old Testament and more than twenty to the Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5–7).

One Sentence Summary:  True faith must be lived by good deeds, especially in the face of trials or persecution, and such good works demonstrate the presence of faith and justification before God.  

This book teaches the importance of good works as the inevitable and essential fruit of salvation.  Doctrinal truths are presented only when they help the reader understand how they relate to living effectively in everyday life.  James is noted not only for its similarity to Proverbs but also for its similarity to its Sermon on the Mount (James 2:5 & Mt. 5:3;  Jas 3:10-12 & Mt. 7:15-20;  Jas. 3:18 & Mt. 5:9;  Jas. 5:2-3 & Mt. 6:19-20;  Jas. 5:12 & Mt. 5:33-37).
Jesus had four half brothers—James, Joses, Judas, and Simon. The Bible makes it clear that after Jesus’ miraculous birth, Mary and Joseph had other children (Mark 6:3). Eventually, Judas (whom we know as Jude) and James became believers in their brother Jesus as Lord. But neither James (Mark 6:3) nor Jude (Matthew 13:55) was an early follower. At first, James rejected Jesus as Messiah (John 7:5), but he later believed 
(1 Corinthians 15:7). He became one of the leaders in the Jerusalem church and authored a very practical handbook of Christian living that bears his name.

Basic Outline:
1.

The structure of James is very loose.  Each chapter may be characterized by a key term, however:  1.)  Trials, 2.) Works, 3.) Tongue, 4.) Wisdom, 5.) Patience.

2.  
Faith and Temptation (Chpt. 1) 

Faith and Love: Good Works (Chpt. 2) 

Faith and Wisdom: Fruitful Speech (Chpt. 3) 

Faith and Purity: Godly Character (Chpts. 4-5)
3.
     Introduction (1:1)

     I.     The Test of Perseverance in Suffering (1:2–12)

     II.     The Test of Blame in Temptation (1:13–18)

     III.     The Test of Response to the Word (1:19–27)

     IV.     The Test of Impartial Love (2:1–13)

     V.     The Test of Righteous Works (2:14–26)

     VI.     The Test of the Tongue (3:1–12)

     VII.     The Test of Humble Wisdom (3:13–18)

     VIII.     The Test of Worldly Indulgence (4:1–12)

     IX.     The Test of Dependence (4:13–17)

     X.     The Test of Patient Endurance (5:1–11)

     XI.     The Test of Truthfulness (5:12)

     XII.     The Test of Prayerfulness (5:13–18)

     XIII.     The Test of True Faith (5:19, 20)

4.

1. Salutation

2. Joy in Trials

3. Living Out the Message

4. Prejudice and the Law of Love

5. Faith and Works Together

6. The Power of the Tongue

7. True Wisdom

8. Passions and Pride

9. Warning to the Rich

10. Patience in Suffering

11. Prayer for the Sick

Sketch:  Practical Christian Perfection.
Key Doctrines:

Works—salvation is determined by faith alone and is demonstrated by faithfulness to obey God’s will (2:14–26; Matthew 7:16–17, 21–23, 26; 21:28–32; Romans 3:28; 11:6; Galatians 5:6; Ephesians 2:8–10; 
2 Timothy 1:9; Titus 3:5; 2 Peter 1:3–11)

Godly behavior—wise living through uncompromising obedience to the Word of God (1:22; 3:13, 17; 4:7–11; 5:7–12; Job 9:4, 28; Psalms 104:24; 111:10; Proverbs 1:7; 2:1–7; 3:19–20; 9:10; Jeremiah 10:7, 12; Daniel 1:17; 2:20–23; Matthew 7:21, 26; Luke 6:46–49; Romans 2:13)

Quick Study:

     1.      Explain James’s view of the benefits of difficulties and suffering

     2.      How does James view harmful discrimination between Christians?

     3.      How does James discuss the tension between faith and works?

     4.      How do the ten commands that fill James 4:7–10 relate to grace?

     5.      How does James explain the difference between the two kinds of wisdom in the world (3:13–18)?

     6.      What command in James do you find most challenging to carry out?

God’s Character:

God is accessible—4:8

God is immutable—1:17

God is Light—1:17

God is a promise keeper—1:12; 2:5

God is unified—2:19–20
Christ Revealed:

James openly refers to Christ only twice (1:1; 2:1), yet his epistle abounds with references to Christ’s teachings, particularly to the Sermon on the Mount (1:2; see Matthew 5:10–12; 1:4; see Matthew 5:48; 2:13; see Matthew 6:14–15; 4:11; see Matthew 7:1–2; 5:2; see Matthew 6:19). James’s application of truth to his reader’s lives gives believers a clearer understanding of Christ’s wisdom.

Beginning in the first verse and continuing throughout the letter, James recognized the lordship of Jesus, referring to himself as the Lord’s “bondservant,” or slave.  That term is applicable to all Christians, because all true disciples of Christ acknowledge His sovereignty over their lives and willingly commit themselves to His service.  Christ is the object of our faith (2:1), the One in whose name and by whose power we perform our ministry (5:14, 15), the Rewarder of those who are steadfast in the midst of trials (1:12), and the Coming One for whom we patiently wait (5:7-9).  James identifies Christ as the “glory”  (2:1), referring to the Shekinah, the glorious manifestation of the presence of God among His people.  Not only glorious Himself, He is the divine Glory, the presence of God on Earth (see Luke 2:30-32;  John 1:14;  Heb. 1:3).

Of considerable interest is the close parallel between the content of this letter and the teachings of Jesus, particularly the Sermon on the Mount.  Although James does not quote any statement of Jesus exactly, there are more verbal reminiscences of the Lord’s teachings in this letter than in all the rest of the New Testament epistles combined.  These allusions indicate a close association between James and Jesus and give evidence of the strong influence of the Lord in the author’s life.
The Holy Spirit at Work:

The letter specifically mentions the Holy Spirit only in 4:5, which states the indwelling Spirit’s strong desire for our undivided loyalty, jealously brooking no rivals.

The activity of the Holy Spirit may be seen in the ministry to the sick described in 5:14-16).  In light of other biblical terminology connecting anointing with the Spirit (see Is 61:1;  Luke 4:18;  1 John 2:20-27), anointing with the Spirit (see Is. 61:1;  Luke 4:18;  1 John 2;20-27), anointing with oil is best understood as symbolic ot the Holy Spirit.  Furthermore, in the Greek the definite article used with the word for “faith” in 5:15 particularizes this faith, suggesting that James is referring to the manifestation of the gift of faith (1 Cor. 12;9).
Content:

· Christ, our practical Christian perfection

· Geloof in Aksie

· Wandel in die Goeie Werke wat God vir ons in Christus voorberei het

· ‘n Geloof wat in Werke oorgaan.

· Community and Church / Ethics and Morality
· Die Spreuke van die NT.

· Faith in action.  James provided a hands-on, practical manual of the Christian faith.
· Faith and Works / Trials and Temptations / Rich and Poor / The Tongue / Patience

· True faith must be lived out in everyday life by good deeds, especially in the face of trials or persecution, and such good works demonstrate the presence of faith and justification before God.

· James - Man is saved by Works, IF God is working Through Him. A practical exhortation of to live a Christian life evidencing regeneration. It urges self examination of the evidence of the changed life.   

· In JAMES we are ZEALOUS FOR GOOD WORKS in Christ

NO OT QUOTATIONS

The book of James has been compared with the wisdom literature of the Old Testament, particularly the book of Proverbs, because of its direct, pungent statements on wise living. And James’s strong condemnation of social injustice (cf. chaps. ﻿2﻿, ﻿5﻿) has prompted some to call him “﻿the Amos of the New Testament.﻿” But James was also profoundly influenced by the Sermon on the Mount; in fact, as noted in chapter ﻿1﻿ of this commentary, his epistle may be viewed as a practical commentary on our Lord’s sermon. The extent of the Sermon on the Mount’s influence on James may be seen in his many references and allusions to it (see table).

	
	James
	Sermon on the Mount
	
	James
	Sermon on the Mount

	1.
	﻿1:2﻿
	﻿5:10–12﻿
	12.
	﻿3:6﻿
	﻿5:22﻿

	2.
	﻿1:4﻿
	﻿5:48﻿
	13.
	﻿3:10–12﻿
	﻿7:15–20﻿

	3.
	﻿1:5﻿
	﻿7:7–12﻿
	14.
	﻿3:17–18﻿
	﻿5:9﻿

	4.
	﻿1:9﻿
	﻿5:3﻿
	15.
	﻿4:4﻿
	﻿6:24﻿

	5.
	﻿1:12﻿
	﻿7:14﻿
	16.
	﻿4:10﻿
	﻿5:3–5﻿

	6.
	﻿1:20﻿
	﻿5:22﻿
	17.
	﻿4:11–12﻿
	﻿7:1–5﻿

	7.
	﻿1:22﻿
	﻿7:21–27﻿
	18.
	﻿5:2–3﻿
	﻿6:19–20﻿

	8.
	﻿2:5﻿
	﻿5:3﻿
	19.
	﻿5:10﻿
	﻿5:12﻿

	9.
	﻿2:13﻿
	﻿5:7﻿
	20.
	﻿5:11﻿
	﻿5:10﻿

	10.
	﻿2:13﻿
	﻿6:14–15﻿
	21.
	﻿5:12﻿
	﻿5:33–37﻿

	11.
	﻿2:14–16﻿
	﻿7:21–23﻿
	
	
	


A Comparison between James and Matthew 5-7

	Inheriting the kingdom
	James 2:5
	Matt. 5:20

	Perfect
	James 1:4
	Matt. 5:48

	The crown of life
	James 1:12
	Matt. 7:13-14

	Hearing and doing
	James 1:22-26
	Matt. 7:24-27

	How the Father gives
	James 1:5, 17
	Matt. 7:9-11

	How to pray
	James 1:5-8
	Matt. 7:7-11

	Lusts and pleasures
	James 1:13-15; 4:1-5
	Matt. 5:27-32

	Good gifts through prayer
	James 1:17
	Matt. 7:11

	Anger and wrath
	James 1:19-20
	Matt. 5:22

	The perfect law of freedom
	James 1:25
	Matt. 5:17-19

	Religious deception
	James 1:16, 22, 26-27
	Matt. 7:21-23

	Purity
	James 1:27; 3:17; 4:8
	Matt. 5:8

	The rich man
	James 1:9-11; 5:1-6
	Matt. 6:19-34

	Being led into temptation
	James 1:13
	Matt. 6:13

	The realm of the poor
	James 2:5
	Matt. 5:3

	Heirs of the kingdom
	James 2:5
	Matt. 5:3-10

	Loving our neighbor
	James 2:8
	Matt. 5:43-48

	The royal law
	James 2:8
	Matt. 7:12

	Keeping the whole law
	James 2:10
	Matt. 5:17-19

	Adultery
	James 2:10-11
	Matt. 5:27

	Being merciful
	James 2:13
	Matt. 5:7

	Reciprocal forgiveness
	James 2:13
	Matt. 6:12, 14-15

	Reciprocal judgment
	James 2:13
	Matt. 7:2

	Merciful
	James 2:13; 3:17
	Matt. 5:7

	Exceeding righteousness
	James 2:14-26
	Matt. 5:17-22

	Good works as a testimony
	James 2:18; 3:13
	Matt. 5:14-16

	Responsibility of teachers
	James 3:1
	Matt. 5:19-20

	Speaking negatively
	James 3:2-12
	Matt. 5:22

	Knowing things by the fruit
	James 3:10-12
	Matt. 7:16-20

	Grapes and figs
	James 3:12
	Matt. 7:16

	A kingdom disposition
	James 3:13, 17-18
	Matt. 5:3-12

	Meekness
	James 3:13
	Matt. 5:5

	Peacemakers
	James 3:17-18
	Matt. 5:9

	Asking and receiving
	James 4:3
	Matt. 7:8

	Conflict between God and the world
	James 4:4
	Matt. 6:24

	Mourning
	James 4:9
	Matt. 5:4

	Dealing with pride
	James 4:6-10
	Matt. 6:1-6

	Taking thought about tomorrow
	James 4:13-17
	Matt. 6:25-34

	Judging
	James 4:11-12
	Matt. 7:1-2

	Living one day at a time
	James 4:13-16
	Matt 6:25

	The corruption of riches
	James 5:2ff
	Matt. 6:19

	The Lord's coming to judge
	James 5:7-9
	Matt. 7:21ff

	Persecution
	James 5:10-11
	Matt. 5:11-12

	Swearing
	James 5:12
	Matt. 5:34ff

	Yes! Yes! And No! No!
	James 5:12
	Matt. 5:37

	Forgiveness
	James 5:15-16
	Matt. 6:12-15

	Restoring a brother
	James 5:19-20
	Matt. 5:23-26

	The judgment seat
	James 1:12
	Matt. 21-22
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	James 3:1
	Matt. 6:1, 4

	 
	James 4:12
	Matt. 6:6, 18

	 
	James 5:9, 12
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Outline
Introduction (﻿1:1﻿)

     I.     The Test of Perseverance in Suffering (﻿1:2–12﻿)

     II.     The Test of Blame in Temptation (﻿1:13–18﻿)

     III.     The Test of Response to the Word (﻿1:19–27﻿)

     IV.     The Test of Impartial Love (﻿2:1–13﻿)

     V.     The Test of Righteous Works (﻿2:14–26﻿)

     VI.     The Test of the Tongue (﻿3:1–12﻿)

     VII.     The Test of Humble Wisdom (﻿3:13–18﻿)

     VIII.     The Test of Worldly Indulgence (﻿4:1–12﻿)

     IX.     The Test of Dependence (﻿4:13–17﻿)

     X.     The Test of Patient Endurance (﻿5:1–11﻿)

     XI.     The Test of Truthfulness (﻿5:12﻿)

     XII.     The Test of Prayerfulness (﻿5:13–18﻿)

     XIII.     The Test of True Faith (﻿5:19–20﻿)

The groundwork of Jewish ritual — the sacrifices, priestly ordinances, feast days, etc., had been appointed by God Himself. But they were only “the shadows of good things to come,” being but symbols of those great spiritual realities which were to be fulfilled in Christ. To these, however, the Rabbis had added an immense mass of traditional observances; and furthermore, the spiritual content of Judaism, as it existed of old, had entirely disappeared. Therefore, in Christ’s day, the “Jews’ religion” was merely an elaborate system of external forms, comprising an enormous mass of wearisome details, and demanding no change whatever in the hearts of its adherents. For the purpose of an intelligent reading of James it is needful to know, in a general way at least, what that system was out of which saved Jews were called by the Gospel. “When we have this information we can readily understand in its light why James, throughout his Epistle, insists so strongly upon that which is inward and real. Those who, all their lives, had been taught to practice, and to rely upon, a religion consisting solely of outward acts, which an unrenewed man could perform with even mechanical precision, needed to be strongly impressed as to the utter worthlessness of all such religious doings. They needed to be continually reminded of the long-forgotten fact that God looks upon the heart, and that only what is inward and real, in the matter of worship, is accepted by Him. “We will have frequent occasion to notice, in the course of our present study, how often and how forcibly James calls upon his readers to abandon externalities, and to apply themselves to that which is of the inner man. [Mauro] /

THE COMMENTARY
SIGNIFICANT WORDS AND TERMS IN THIS BOOK

· Righteousness

· Grace
CHAPTER ONE

THE JAMES CHALLENGE: TESTS TO SEE IF U R RIGHTLY RELATED TO GRACE

1. Tribulations (do u see tribulations as an opportunity to grow)

2. The Word (do u love God's Word)

3. Purity and Vital Caring (do u hate the world, but love the poor and broken)

4. Pride and Prejudice ( r u a snob)

5. Real Faith (does your faith lead to sacrifice / what have u sacrificed fr yr faith)

6. Tongue-tied (is your tongue loose or tied to the cross)

7. Wisdom (r u critically aware of the two sources of wisdom...darkness and light)

8. Selfishness and worldliness (have u begun to turn away from yourself towards others)

9. Gossip and evil-speaking (r u aware of the sinfulness of judging others and gspng abt them)

10. Life decisions (Who is in control)  

11. Money and Luxury (have u died to riches and comfort)

12. Patient suffering and non-swearing (do u have patient endurance and trust in God)

13. The Prayer test (r u dependent on the prayer mnistry of the church: giving & recvng it)

14. Caring about the backslidden (do u have any concern for the weak and sinning)

JAMES 1V1-12

Albert: James 1: 1. James writes from the perspective of a servant of God. He emphasises the brokenness aspect of the NC and our faith response, not as much the grace initiative of God. His letter seems to be addressed to the faithful Jews who recognised Jesus as the Messiah (1). 2.  Saints should consider trials of various kinds as a joy, rather than a burden. Whatever tests out faith can only make it stronger and produce steadfastness. We must, however, be patient for the development of this steadfastness to have its full effect. This will lead to a mature faith, fully manifesting Christ. At times we may not have the wisdom to rightly respond to our trials, however. In such a case we must PRAY, PRAY, PRAY. Go to God with faith and find wisdom in His presence. Faith in God's love and care for us is crucial in our petitions. Doubt will lead to instability, the opposite of 'steadfastness'. Faith is always a prerequisite for receiving anything from God. Faith mingled with prayer lead to wonderful practical apprehensions of divine favour. We must not be discouraged by 'lowliness' or despise it in others, but rather know that God exalts the lowly in His upside down kingdom. The rich must be humble and know that riches are temporary and fleeting. The most important thing in our trials is to steadfastly TRUST in God and in His faithfulness. The issue is loving God throughout all difficulty. This will lead to a rich reward on the other side of the test (2-12).  3.  Trials and temptations are often juxtaposed in the life of the Christian. He should never consider God to be the author of temptations. It is our own carnal desires that bring temptation. We must stop the process of desire-temptation-sin-death before it can grow and cause destruction. God's will is never for us to sin. There is no darkness or shadow in Him (cf. 1 Jn. 1v5). His will is steady as a rock. His desire is for us to bear the fruit of godliness. This desire remains steadfast in whatever circumstances we find ourselves. We must NEVER doubt His Father-heart (13-18). 4. In the midst of trials and difficulties we must rather be quick to hear what God is saying and not verbalise hasty judgments or allow anger to grow in our hearts. The same applies to our human relationships. Anger can never bring forth the precious fruits of righteousness. We should RATHER firmly resist all filthiness and wickedness and embrace the Gospel message that has been planted in our hearts. This message is MORE THAN ABLE to transform our souls to be fully conformed to Christ. We need to give ourselves completely to the MESSAGE, looking deeply and with humble hearts into its precious liberating content. Thus we will be enabled to act on it in attitude, speech and conduct pleasing to God. This requires perseverance, however. The casual inquirer will never become a DOER of the Word, i.e. one who experiences Christ living in and through him. There is GREAT BLESSING in allowing the Message its full course in our lives. True religion leads to guarded speech, care for the outcasts and needy of society, and a life undefiled by this world. The picture in this chapter is of a humble and trusting man, unwaveringly committed to the full embracing of the Gospel, and zealous for good works. We should test our hearts in this light throughout all the trials and temptations of life (19-27). /

JAMES REPENT AND REVIVE!

 The Revival Epistle! 

1. Enduring Trials: REJOICE in trials and temptations, ask in FAITH if you need wisdom, and do NOT DOUBT God's character! (1-18)

2. Receiving Scripture: Put away all wickedness, and THEN hear and receive the Word in order to DO the Word. Cleanse your heart, receive the Word with diligent attention, and act on it! (19-25)

3. True Religion: The TEST for the effectiveness of the Word will be SEPARATION from the world and loving ministry to the weak, broken, and despised. SEPARATE from the world and SERVE the weak and broken! (26-27). /
Jas 1:1  James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, To the twelve tribes in the Dispersion: Greetings.

See Mauro complete study on ''twelve tribes''. / From what has been already set forth it will be seen to be strictly in keeping with James’ view of the gospel that, in addressing himself to the household of faith, he should use terms which show that he regarded them as the true “Israel of God.” In this light it is easy to see the significance of his address, “to the Twelve Tribes Scattered Abroad.” Two things appear therein; first, that James views the people of God as being now united into one Kingdom, in fulfillment, in a spiritual sense, of Ezekiel’s prophesy, that God would make Judah and Ephraim “one nation” (Ezekiel 37:15–22); and second that the people of God, though constituting one “holy nation” (1 Peter 2:9), are at present “scattered abroad.” This view, namely, that the division between Judah and Ephraim is now done away, and that God’s people are one in His contemplation, appears also in Paul’s words to Herod Agrippa, to whom he spoke of “our twelve tribes” (Acts 26:7). It would seem that the fusion between the house of Israel and the house of Judah took place during the Babylonian captivity, and that, from thenceforth, the disruption is regarded as at an end. The later prophecies of Ezekiel are addressed to “the house of Israel” (Ezekiel 40:4; 43:10, etc.). Daniel, though he was of the captivity of Judah (Daniel 1:6), pleads for“all Israel,”and tells of “confessing my sin, and the sin of my people Israel” (9:7, 11, 20), which implies that the long sundered people were now at length united, in their common captivity, into which Israel went first. The decree of Cyrus, under which the captivity was ended, refers to Jehovah as the God of Israel (Ezra 1:3). Ezra describes the returning captives as “the men of the people of Israel” (2:2); and he says that “the Nethinims dwelt in their cities and all Israel in their cities” (2:70). At the dedication of the rebuilt temple, there was a sin offering “for all Israel, according to the number of the tribes of Israel” (6:17). Further on we read of “The people of Israel and the priests” (9:1); of a great congregation “out of Israel” (10:1); of “the Levites and all Israel” (10:5). Nehemiah likewise speaks of “ the children of Israel” (8:17), “the residue of Israel” (11:20), and of all Israel in the days of Zerubbabel.” The later prophets also speak in similar terms (Zechariah 12:1), recognizing no distinction between Judah and Ephraim; and the very last of the Old Testament prophecies is entitled, “The Burden of the Word of the Lord to Israel by Malachi.” These records serve, among other useful ends, to dispose of all speculations concerning the supposed “lost ten tribes.” For those speculations utterly disregard the fact that the decree of Cyrus ended the captivity, not of the two tribes only, but that of “all Israel.” They also serve to dispose of that strange modern delusion known as Anglo-Israelism, which has found many adherents, notwithstanding it is opposed by all the pertinent facts of Scripture, history, and philology. The apostle Peter also who, like James, views Christianity as the continuation and consummation of true Judaism, rather than as a break with the false, addresses his first epistle to “the strangers scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia,” etc. (literally “to the sojourners of the dispersion” (1 Peter 1:1). 12 JAMES: The Epistle of Reality These superscriptions remind us that the gospel was, by the Lord’s express command (Luke 24:47; Acts 1:8; Romans 1:16), preached first to those who were Jews according to the flesh, and drew its first converts from them. This in itself is proof that God was not severing His relations with His ancient people, and that there is no warrant whatever for such an expression as “the Gentile Church.” But it should not be necessary to say (nor would be, but for false teaching of recent origin which has found acceptance in certain quarters) that all the Epistles, regardless of the particular company to which they were severally addressed in the first instance, were dictated by the One Spirit, and are for the one Kingdom of God, wherein are no distinctions of nationality or the like (Galatians 3:28). [Mauro] / The Epistle of James is addressed to Christians, that is, to members of Christ, in Whom there is neither Jew nor Gentile. If James’ Epistle is not for Gentile believers, then Paul’s letters to Gentile churches (Galatians, Romans, Ephesians, etc.) have no application to Jewish believers. To all this it is enough to say “There is ONE BODY.” No, this Epistle is for us. It is addressed to members of the body of Christ. There is no escape whatever from these directions. This epistle is in its right place. With 1 Peter and 2 Peter, 1, 2 and 3 John, and Jude, it occupies the fourth place in the five-fold division of the New Testament corresponding to the place of the book of Numbers, containing the practical directions and provisions for God’s people in their journey through the wilderness of the world, and in which they are neither to go down into Egypt for help, nor seek it from their idolatrous kinsfolk, the Moabites and the Ammonites around them. The directions given in the passage which I have quoted are among the most practical and important in all this section of Scripture, and are specially needed in these last days of the increasing manifestations of Satan’s awful power. [Mauro] / 
Jas 1:2  Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds,

2-4 Consider it a sheer gift, friends, when tests and challenges come at you from all sides. You know that under pressure, your faith-life is forced into the open and shows its true colors. So don’t try to get out of anything prematurely. Let it do its work so you become mature and well-developed, not deficient in any way. (The Message) / (AOV)  Ag dit louter vreugde, my broeders, wanneer julle in allerhande versoekinge val, / (GNB)  My friends, consider yourselves fortunate when all kinds of trials come your way, /(GW)  My brothers and sisters, be very happy when you are tested in different ways. / THE CHRISTIAN CAN EVEN WELCOME TROUBLE James 1:2-8 - When all kinds of trials and temptations crowd into your lives my brothers, don't resent them as intruders, but welcome them as friends! Realise that they come to test your faith and to produce in you the quality of endurance. But let the process go on until that endurance is fully developed, and you will find you have become men of mature character with the right sort of independence. And if, in the process, any of you does not know how to meet any particular problem he has only to ask God - who gives generously to all men without making them feel foolish or guilty - and he may be quite sure that the necessary wisdom will be given him. But he must ask in sincere faith without secret doubts as to whether he really wants God's help or not. The man who trusts God, but with inward reservations, is like a wave of the sea, carried forward by the wind one moment and driven back the next. That sort of man cannot hope to receive anything from God, and the life of a man of divided loyalty will reveal instability at every turn.  [J.B. Phillips] / peirasmos - a putting to proof (by experiment [of good], experience [of evil], solicitation, discipline or provocation); by implication adversity: - temptation, X try.  /  Vers 2-8    My liewe mede Christene,  wees opgewonde as julle geloof by elke geleentheid getoets word.   Julle weet mos hoe goed dit vir julle geestelike lewe kan wees. Vers 3   Die slegte dinge wat met julle gebeur toets of julle werklik die Here vertrou.   As dit met julle sleg gaan, leer julle juis om nader aan die Here te leef. Vers 4    Julle moet die Here toelaat om julle deur hierdie dinge te leer wat dit beteken om altyd op die Here te vertrou, kom wat wil, so sal julle geestelike grootmense word wat weet hoe om in elke situasie reg op te tree. Vers 5   As julle egter in ‘n situasie kom waar julle twyfel wat die regte ding is om te doen, gaan vra vir God.   Hy sal nie snaaks van julle dink of julle verwyt omdat julle onseker is hoe om vir Hom te leef nie.   Hy sal julle eerder help met alles wat julle nodig het.   Gaan vra, Hy sal gee. Vers 6    Maar een ding sal nie help nie.   Verwag en weet verseker Hy sal help.   Mense wat twyfel of God hulle regtig sal help is soos golwe op die see.   Die wind waai daardie golf heen en weer.   Die een oomblik sien jy dit en die volgende oomblik is dit weg. Vers 7-8  Dit is ‘n goeie voorbeeld van iets wat nie sekerheid het nie.   Die voorbeeld pas by een wat gedurig twyfel of die Here hom regtig gaan help.   Vir so iemand sal die Here nie veel beteken nie, want nes hy gebid het die Here moet hom help, swaai hy om en sê dat dit nie kan of sal gebeur nie.   En wat help dit? (Die Boodskap) / /2Co_12:10; Phi_1:29, Phi_2:17; Col_1:24; Heb_10:34; 1Pe_4:13-16 divers: Heb_11:36-38; 1Pe_1:6-8; 2Pe_2:9; Rev_2:10/NB See BBC / “Only God can turn a Mess into a Message, a Test into a Testimony, a Trial into a Triumph, a Victim into a Victory.” / The various words used in this chapter : trials or temptations (of various kinds), testing, trial, test, tempted. Study / Tests and Trials: Winter Test, World Test, Time Test, Submission Test, Family Test, Idolatry Test, Disappointment Test, Offense Test, Rejection Test, Forgiveness Test, Faith Test, Obedience Test, Love Test. / Other Tests: 1. Pride Test 2. Pit Test  3. Palace Test  4. Prophetic Test  5. Purity Test  6. Prison Test  7. Power Test  8. Prosperity Test  9. Pardon Test  10. Purpose Test [Robert Morris: blessedlife.com] / 
Jas 1:3  for you know that the testing of your faith produces steadfastness.

(GNB)  for you know that when your faith succeeds in facing such trials, the result is the ability to endure. / Rom_5:3-4, Rom_8:28; 2Co_4:17; Heb_12:1; 2Pe_1:6 /

The 'test of faith' is at the deepest point a test of love, for faith is nothing else than being persuaded that God loves us.  This needs to be tested for the relationship to grow and becoming strong and immoveable.  Compare Rom. 8v31-39.  Furthermore, our capacity to love others whilst in the test is also tested.  Sometimes this is the test. God is love, am I like Him in this test?  The test wants to produce that. / I have refined you, but not like silver. I have tested you in the furnace of suffering. (Isaiah 48:10 GW) / Vergelyk die 7 verse waarin die woord "lydsaamheid" voorkom in Openbaring. / 
Jas 1:4  And let steadfastness have its full effect, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.

Rom. 5v4 / You must learn to endure everything, so that you will be completely mature and not lacking in anything. (James 1:4 CEV) / TILL YOU ARE ENTIRELY HIS "Let your endurance be a finished product, so that you may be finished and complete, with never a defect." James 1:4 (MOFFATT) /
Jas 1:5  If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives generously to all without reproach, and it will be given him.

See Prov. 2v3 /Cf. 1 Cor. 1v30. James was written b4 1 Cor. & should be read in the light of later books with deeper revelation. This applies to all of Scripture. Hence a complementary view of Testaments & Bible books (progressive revelation). Some things fall away (though the principle remains ), others are deepened or fulfilled. / 

Jas 1:6  But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for the one who doubts is like a wave of the sea that is driven and tossed by the wind.

Ask boldly, believingly, without a second thought. People who “worry their prayers” are like wind-whipped waves. Don’t think you’re going to get anything from the Master that way, adrift at sea, keeping all your options open. (The Message) /
Jas 1:7  For that person must not suppose that he will receive anything from the Lord;

Jas 1:8  he is a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways.

Jas 1:9  Let the lowly brother boast in his exaltation,

Jas 1:10  and the rich in his humiliation, because like a flower of the grass he will pass away.

Jas 1:11  For the sun rises with its scorching heat and withers the grass; its flower falls, and its beauty perishes. So also will the rich man fade away in the midst of his pursuits.

Jas 1:12  Blessed is the man who remains steadfast under trial, for when he has stood the test he will receive the crown of life, which God has promised to those who love him.

JAMES 1V13-27
Jas 1:13  Let no one say when he is tempted, "I am being tempted by God," for God cannot be tempted with evil, and he himself tempts no one.

Many people seem to have the idea that because God is good, He should not allow His people to suffer or be tempted. They forget that God wants His children to grow up and experience new blessings of His grace; and one way they can mature is by going through trials and temptations. In this passage, James emphasizes the goodness of God and warns Christians about rebelling against God in times of trial (Jas_1:13, Jas_1:20). /

Jas 1:14  But each person is tempted when he is lured and enticed by his own desire.

2 Pet. 1v4 / First, he makes a careful distinction between trials and temptations. God sends trials to bring out the best in us (see Abraham, Gen_22:1), but Satan sends temptations to bring out the worst in us. Believers should not say that God tempts them, because temptations to sin arise from our very nature. He describes the “birth” of sin: enticement from without generates lust within; lust conceives and gives birth to sin; and sin brings death! The words “drawn away” and “entice” (Jas_1:14) are hunting terms; they form an image of a hunter or a fisherman using bait to lure the prey. (Wiersbe) /

Jas 1:15  Then desire when it has conceived gives birth to sin, and sin when it is fully grown brings forth death.

Cf. Rom. 6v23 & 1 Cor. 15v56 / In plaas van lydsaamheid tot verwerkliking kom sonde tot volle ontwikkeling in die een wat nie groei in lydsaamheid nie. / 
Jas 1:16  Do not be deceived, my beloved brothers.

Jas 1:17  Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change.

Jas 1:16-25  Don't be fooled, my dear friends.  17  Every good and perfect gift comes down from the Father who created all the lights in the heavens. He is always the same and never makes dark shadows by changing.  18  He wanted us to be his own special people, and so he sent the true message to give us new birth.  19  My dear friends, you should be quick to listen and slow to speak or to get angry.  20  If you are angry, you cannot do any of the good things that God wants done.  21  You must stop doing anything immoral or evil. Instead be humble and accept the message that is planted in you to save you.  22  Obey God's message! Don't fool yourselves by just listening to it.  23  If you hear the message and don't obey it, you are like people who stare at themselves in a mirror  24  and forget what they look like as soon as they leave.  25  But you must never stop looking at the perfect law that sets you free. God will bless you in everything you do, if you listen and obey, and don't just hear and forget. [CEV] /NB Die Vader vervul ons begeertes! Sien vers 14 en 15 / 
Jas 1:18  Of his own will he brought us forth by the word of truth, that we should be a kind of firstfruits of his creatures.

1 Pet. 1v23 en 2v1-2 vir die verse verder hier wat praat vd Woord...'n parallel dus. / 
Jas 1:19  Know this, my beloved brothers: let every person be quick to hear, slow to speak, slow to anger;

DIE BOODSKAP VERTALING:  19  Liewe mede-Christene, plak hierdie woorde op waar julle dit elke dag kan sien: julle moet ander mense 'n kans gee om te sê wat hulle op die hart het. Luister rustig na hulle sonder om hulle te wil doodpraat. Wanneer dit jou kans is, gee jou mening. 20 Moet jou net nie vererg nie, want wat gaan dit nou help? As jy jou humeur verloor, kan jy mos nie meer daarop ingestel wees om te doen wat God wil nie. 21 Raak daarom ontslae van elke stukkie gemors en vuilheid wat jou geestelike lewe mag toegroei of bederf. Wees liewer gehoorsaam aan die boodskap van God wat julle goed ken. Daardie boodskap hou julle soos 'n padkaart op die regte pad en daardie pad sal julle vir altyd by God uitbring. 22 Doen wat God vir jou sê. Daar wag 'n groot verrassing op jou as jy maar net daarna sit en luister en niks daaraan doen nie. Jy dink dalk jy is mooi godsdienstig, maar eintlik is jy besig om jouself lelik te kul. 23 Iemand wat net na God se woord luister sonder om te doen wat dit vra, is soos 'n man wat na homself in 'n spieël kyk. Hy sien daar hoe deurmekaar sy hare is. Hy draai dan om en stap weg sonder om sy hare te kam, omdat hy dadelik vergeet hoe deurmekaar sy hare is. 24 Hoe anders is dit nie met iemand wat moeite doen om alles van God se wil te leer nie. Deur na die wil van God te luister word jy mos vry van al die slegte dinge wat jou lewe so deurmekaar kan krap. 25 Iemand wat so ernstig in God se wil belangstel en dit wat hy daar hoor ook gaan doen, het die ware geluk en sin van die lewe ontdek.

26 Kom ons dink aan 'n voorbeeld. Iemand wat meen hy is 'n godsdienstige mens, maar wat lelik praat, baklei en skinder soos hy wil, slaan die bal baie ver mis. Hy is allesbehalwe 'n godsdienstige mens. Al die ander dinge wat hy doen om godsdienstig te probeer wees, is verniet.

27 Laat ek vir julle sê watse soort godsdiens God ons Vader as eg en eerlik sien: as jy bereid is om dié mense te help wat nie vir hulleself kan sorg nie, maar in die nood is, is jy besig met die regte godsdiens. Maar dan moet jy ook sorg dat jou eie lewe skoon bly van al die verkeerde dinge wat 'n mens in hierdie wêreld kan doen.  / THE MESSAGE:  19-21 Post this at all the intersections, dear friends: Lead with your ears, follow up with your tongue, and let anger straggle along in the rear. God’s righteousness doesn’t grow from human anger. So throw all spoiled virtue and cancerous evil in the garbage. In simple humility, let our gardener, God, landscape you with the Word, making a salvation-garden of your life. 22-24 Don’t fool yourself into thinking that you are a listener when you are anything but, letting the Word go in one ear and out the other. Act on what you hear! Those who hear and don’t act are like those who glance in the mirror, walk away, and two minutes later have no idea who they are, what they look like. 25 But whoever catches a glimpse of the revealed counsel of God—the free life!—even out of the corner of his eye, and sticks with it, is no distracted scatterbrain but a man or woman of action. That person will find delight and affirmation in the action. 26-27 Anyone who sets himself up as “religious” by talking a good game is self-deceived. This kind of religion is hot air and only hot air. Real religion, the kind that passes muster before God the Father, is this: Reach out to the homeless and loveless in their plight, and guard against corruption from the godless world. /  
DRIE KENMERKE VAN DIE WYSE MENS IN SPREUKE 1. Hy is leerbaar en bereid om raad van ander te ontvang. "Bestraf ‘n spotter nie, anders haat hy jou; bestraf ‘n wyse, en hy sal jou liefhê. Deel mee aan die wyse, en hy sal nog wyser word, leer die regverdige, en hy sal insig vermeerder." Spreuke 9:8-9   "Die weg van ‘n dwaas is reg in sy eie oë, maar die wyse luister na raad." Spreuke 12:15   2. Hy dink voor hy praat en sy woorde bring lewe. "Daar is een wat onverskillig woorde uitspreek soos swaardsteke, maar die tong van die wyse is genesing." Spreuke 12:18  "Die hart van die wyse maak sy mond verstandig en vermeerder die lering op sy lippe." Spreuke 16:23   3. Hy het 'n stewige greep op sy emosies en laat nie toe dat woede die oorhand kry in hom nie.  "‘n Dwaas laat al sy toorn uitvaar, maar ‘n wyse bring dit eindelik tot bedaring." Spreuke 29:11   Jakobus vat al drie hierdie kenmerke van die wyse vas in een sin. "So dan, my geliefde broeders, elke mens moet gou wees om te hoor, stadig om te praat, stadig om toornig te word." Jakobus 1:19  Ongeag ons temperament en persoonlikheid kan ons almal wyse mense wees, of word, in Christus, want Hy het vir ons wysheid geword van God (1 Kor. 1:30).   /RAAD WAT VELE ERGERNIS KAN VOORKOM “So dan, my geliefde broeders, elke mens moet gou wees om te hoor, stadig om te praat, stadig om toornig te word.” Jakobus 1:19 (OAV) “My liewe broers, dít moet julle in gedagte hou: elke mens moet maar te gewillig wees om te luister, nie te gou praat nie en nie te gou kwaad word nie.” Jakobus 1:19 (NAV) Die wat te gou praat, hoor ook gewoonlik nie mooi wat ander sê nie en dit lei dikwels tot misverstande en kwade gevoelens.  Dis moeilik om na ander te luister terwyl jou ore gebombardeer word met die stringe woorde wat uit jou eie mond kom.  Die persoon wat dink voor hy praat, het al klaar die grootste deel van praktiese wysheid ingewin en die een wat praat voor hy dink, het reeds ingedraai op die pad van die dwaas.  Stadig om te hoor en gou om te praat en kwaad te word, dit som die lewe van die dwaas op en sy pad is gesaai met onnodige ergernis.  As ons daarenteen werklik luister na wat ander mense sê, stadig is om ‘n oordeel te fel met haastige woorde en stadig om op ons perdjie te spring as daar net iets is wat klink of dit nie inpas by ons persoonlike verwysingsraamwerk nie, kan ons vele ergernis in die gang van ons daaglikse lewens vermy.  Boonop gaan ons met hierdie ingesteldheid ‘n vertoonvenster wees van Christus en ‘n voorbeeld stel wat die deur wyd oopmaak vir die goeie nuus van verlossing in Jesus.  Dit is in elk geval mos net in en deur Hóm wat ons die soort ingesteldheid kan kweek waarvan Jakobus hier praat.  Om te praat van Jesus moet ons wees soos Jesus en om te wees soos Jesus moet ons ruimte maak vir Hom om deur ons te leef. [AT]  / Slow to wrath - "There are four kinds of dispositions," says the Midrash hanaalam, cap. v. 11: "First, Those who are easily incensed, and easily pacified; these gain on one hand, and lose on the other. Secondly, Those who are not easily incensed, but are difficult to be appeased; these lose on the one hand, and gain on the other. Thirdly, Those who are difficult to be incensed, and are easily appeased; these are the good. Fourthly, Those who are easily angered, and difficult to be appeased; these are the wicked." Those who are hasty in speech are generally of a peevish or angry disposition. A person who is careful to consider what he says, is not likely to be soon angry. [Clarke] / 
Jas 1:20  for the anger of man does not produce the righteousness of God.

Jas 1:21  Therefore put away all filthiness and rampant wickedness and receive with meekness the implanted word, which is able to save your souls.

AT Link: Rom. 12v1-2 & 1 Pet. 2v1-2 /NB Cf. Acts 20v32b / “So get rid of all uncleanness and the rampant outgrowth of wickedness, and in a humble (gentle, modest) spirit receive and welcome the Word which implanted and rooted [in your hearts] contains the power to save your souls.“ (Ampl.) / James 1 verse 21 is a precious New Testament parallel of Isa. 66 verse 2. 'Therefore laying aside all filthiness and abundance of evil, IN MEEKNESS RECEIVE the implanted word, which is able to save your souls.' The difference under the New Covenant is that the Word has now been implanted in us. So much more reason to tremble at His Word! 'Work out your own salvation with fear and trembling, for it is GOD who works IN you, both to will and to work for his good pleasure.' (Phil. 2v12-13). God works in us to give us both the desire and the ability to do His will, but we have to tremble and pay attention!  'The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge; fools despise wisdom and instruction.' (Prov. 1v7).  So what is this fear? It begins here: 'But this is the one to whom I will look: he who is HUMBLE AND CONTRITE in spirit and TREMBLES at my word.' (Isa. 66v2). The fear of the Lord is to hate what God hates and love what He loves. But how can we know what He hates and loves if we do not hear and respond to His Word by the power of Christ who lives in us?  God speaks in Christ (Heb. 1v1-2), through the Word, by the Spirit, to a humble heart. Are we paying attention? Do you really fear God? Read Proverbs 2 verses 1 to 11 and find out. [AT] / VRUGTELOSE BYBELSTUDIE "Want aan ons is die evangelie ook verkondig net soos aan hulle; maar die woord van die prediking het hulle nie gebaat nie, omdat dit by die hoorders nie met die geloof verenig was nie." Hebreërs 4:2.   "Daarom, doen afstand van alle vuiligheid en oorvloed van boosheid, en ontvang met sagmoedigheid die ingeplante woord, wat in staat is om julle siele te red." Jakobus 1:19  "Lê dan af alle boosheid en alle bedrog en geveinsdheid en afguns en alle kwaadpratery; en verlang sterk soos pasgebore kindertjies na die onvervalste melk van die woord, dat julle daardeur kan opgroei," 1 Petrus 2:1-2.  "En wat in die goeie grond val — dit is die wat, nadat hulle gehoor het, die woord in ’n edele en goeie hart hou en met volharding vrug dra." Lukas 8:15 Hoekom is ons Bybelstudie met tye vrugteloos? Hoekom is dit so dat 'n mens gereeld met die Bybel kan werk en besig wees sonder dat dit 'n noemenswaardige verskil in jou lewe maak?  Wanneer ons die bostaande vier teksgedeeltes saam beskou en herkou, word dit duidelik dat die Woord van God op 'n baie spesifieke manier ontvang moet word as ons die effek daarvan in ons daaglikse lewens wil sien. Hoekom so spesifiek? Want as ons met die Bybel werk, is ons besig met meer as 'n boek, selfs 'n Goddelik geïnspireerde boek. Ons is besig met 'n Persoon. Daarom bring 'n bloot akademiese, intellektuele of selfs sentimentele benadering nooit die resultate wat die Bybel self belowe nie. Uit die vier teksgedeeltes hierbo kan ons die volgende afleidings maak:         

· ons moet die Persoon wat spreek in die Bybel onvoorwaardelik vertrou en Sy woorde en beloftes met geloof ons eie maak 

· ons kan nie vashou aan die wêreld met die een hand en die Woord met die ander hand en dan verwag die Bybel moet kragtig werk in ons harte nie 

· ons moet die Woord met 'n sagmoedige nederigheid ontvang en dit sodoende toelaat om as't ware ons innerlike meubels te herrangskik soos wat ons dit gehoorsaam

· ons moet honger en dors wees vir die Woord van God, want dit is soos 'n maaltyd, dus meer as net woorde 

· ons moet die Woord vashou met 'n rein en edel hart en volhard daarin.  

Dit is die basiese gesindheid waarin die Woord ontvang moet word en die effek daarvan sal altyd kragtig wees. God self belowe dit. [AT] /

Jas 1:22  But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves.

AT Link: Mat 7:24  Elkeen dan wat hierdie woorde van My hoor en daarvolgens handel…Mat 7:24  Elkeen dan wat na hierdie woorde van My luister en dit doen, hom sal Ek vergelyk met ‘n verstandige man wat sy huis op die rots gebou het. /
Jas 1:23  For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man who looks intently at his natural face in a mirror.

DOERS OF THE WORD JAMES 1:23-25    "For if anyone is a hearer of the Word and not a doer, he is like a man observing his natural face in a mirror; 24. For he observes himself, goes away, and immediately forgets what kind of man he was.  25. But he who looks into the perfect law of liberty and continues in it, and is not a forgetful hearer but a doer of the work, this one will be blessed in what he does." Today we want to consider the secret to an obedient life.  God commands us to be doers of the Word, for if we merely hear the Word and do not act on it, it does not profit anyone.  Fortunately our passage also gives us the secret to a life of obedience.  If it was merely a matter of mechanical acting on the word James would not have needed to give us the illustration of the man in the mirror.  It would have been very simple indeed, just hear and then do.  We know by experience, however, that it is not that easy to just obey the Word.  The reason why we often fail in the matter of obedience is precisely because we think that we can just hear and then do.  We place our confidence in our own ability to do.  Let us take a closer look at what the Bible has to say. James likens the Word of God to a mirror.  In this mirror we see the truth about our lives.  We face reality, as it were.  The mirror is called the perfect law of liberty in verse 25, because it always gives you the exact reflection of yourself and your situation and consequently it liberates you. This is why Jesus said in John 8:32 'And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall set you free'.  There is something about the truth itself that liberates.  The secret to a life of obedience does not lie in our best effort to obey, but in the Word itself and the way that we approach it.  I suggest to you that the Word reveals primarily two things to us as believers.  In the first place it shows us the face of our birth.  In our case the new birth.  2 Corinthians 5:17 says 'if any man is in Christ, he is a new creation'.  Secondly it reveals to us the distance between our current spiritual condition and the new life that we have in Christ.  The more steadfastly we look into this reality the more we are incited to an obedient life, causing these two images to merge, until we are eventually completely conformed to the image of Christ.  The phrase 'he who looks' in verse 25 can also be translated 'he who stoops down and gazes intently'.  The effort is, therefore, in the looking and not so much in the doing.  The man who did not obey the Word (v.24) was the man who forgot what he looked like, because he did not continue to look intently into this perfect law. Hence it becomes clear what God expects of us in the New Covenant.  We have to stoop down and look with a purposeful gaze into the gospel of Jesus Christ.  Furthermore we have to continue looking until we see clearly.  Finally we must act while the impression of the Word is still fresh in our hearts, before the mirror of the world begins to show us a different image. Quote of the Day:  "We either look into the mirror of the Word and conquer, or we look into the mirror of the world and remain defeated." / 

Jas 1:24  For he looks at himself and goes away and at once forgets what he was like.

Jas 1:25  But the one who looks into the perfect law, the law of liberty, and perseveres, being no hearer who forgets but a doer who acts, he will be blessed in his doing.

“The perfect law of liberty” is the face of Jesus Christ in the Word (2 Cor. 3v18, 4v4 and 6)!  The Pentateuch is not the law of liberty, but rather the law of bondage (see Rom. 7).  [AT] /Jas_1:25 tells us we must gaze carefully (not glance casually) into the Word, study it, and through it see ourselves. We must then obey what the Word says. If we do, we will be happy (blessed). It is not reading the Bible that makes a person happy; it is obeying what it says. He calls the Word “the perfect law of liberty” because obedience to the Word produces spiritual liberty (Joh_8:30-32). Living the Christian life is not bondage, it is wonderful liberty! (Wiersbe) Note, however, that the 'abiding in the Word' also produces its own POWER to obey (2 Cor. 3v18) AT / This verse together with v24 proves that the power of the Gospel is in seeing ourselves included in Christ! [AT] / This law is not a thing, but a Person.  The law of liberty is found only in Christ!  Christ is the mirror that reveals who we are.  When we know who we are, we can act on who we are and overcome the lie of satan reflected by the mirrors of the world and religion. Cf. 2 Cor. 5v16  [AT] / 

Jas 1:26  If anyone thinks he is religious and does not bridle his tongue but deceives his heart, this person's religion is worthless.

Jas_1:22-25 speak of the private life of believers as they look into the Word; Jas_1:26-27 describe their public life, their practice of the Word. The Gk. word for “religious” (Jas_1:26) means “the outward practice of religion.” The Bible nowhere calls the Christian faith “a religion”; it is a miracle, a new birth, a divine life. “If any man imagines himself to be religious,” says James, “then let him prove it by the life he lives.” What are the characteristics of pure religion? They are: (1) self-control — a bridled tongue (see Jas_3:2); (2) love for others; and (3) a clean life. The word “visit” (Jas_1:27) means “care for”; it suggests sacrificial care for those who are in need. True religion is not a matter of forms and ceremonies; it is a matter of a controlled tongue, sacrificial service, and a clean heart. (Wiersbe) /

Jas 1:27  Religion that is pure and undefiled before God, the Father, is this: to visit orphans and widows in their affliction, and to keep oneself unstained from the world.

CR: Isa. 1v16-17 / 1 Tim. 1v5 / Sagaria 7v7-10 / James makes sure that we do not fall into yet another fooling of ourselves when we do help orphans and widows and thus practice true religion, but at the same time do not deal with the defilement of the world in our personal lives.  We should do both.  [AT] / Hence true religion is about love.  Only love for people will compel you to visit orphans and widows and only love for Jesus will compel you to keep yourself unstained from the world.  The fuel behind this love remains grace, God's love revealed in the gospel. Love practically expressed and freedom from sin, those are the priorities for God in Christ. [AT]  / WEES 'N STEM VIR DIE WAT NIE EEN HET NIE "Reine en onbesmette godsdiens voor God en die Vader is dít: om wese en weduwees in hulle verdrukking te besoek..." Jakobus 1:27   'n Skrywer wat self 'n weeskind was sê in een van sy boeke dat alle kinders soos dryfhout is wat rondgeslinger word deur die eb en vloei van volwassenes se lewens.  Dit is ongelukkig so en in die geval van 'n mens se eie kinders word jy hopelik deur die Woord en Gees van God gelei om met groot vrees en bewing daardie kosbare lewe, of lewens, te rig wat aan jou toevertrou is.  Baie weeskinders het egter nie die voorreg om sulke ouers te hê nie en is dikwels oorgelaat aan 'n maatskaplike sisteem wat nie deeglike wigte en teenwigte ("checks and balances") het of neutrale oorsig oor wat daar gebeur nie en wat soms skreiend teen die sogenaamde "beste belang van die kind" optree.  Die geskiedenis vertel vir ons baie welsprekend uit duisende monde van sulke kinders wat nou volwassenes is, wat die "sisteem" met hulle gemaak het. Jou eie kinders het stemme omdat jy hulle toelaat om te praat en vertel wat in hulle harte aangaan.  Hulle kan sonder vrees sê wat hulle bly en hartseer maak en hulle kan hulle lewensvrae vra.   So leer jy hulle om die lewe reg te hanteer.  Weeskinders kom egter baie gou agter dat hulle nie stemme het nie en maar vinnig moet leer om saam met die stroom van grootmens-besluite te swem ongeag hoe onregverdig, en in baie gevalle wreed, daardie besluite mag wees.  Vergete, onsigbaar en stemloos beweeg baie van hulle deur die kinderjare en leer maar om te oorleef. Maar God gee om en Hy verwag van ons om ons oë oop te maak en waar ons kan in ons invloedsfeer vir daardie kinders 'n stem te wees wat hulle nie self het nie.  Of dan ten minste die nood raak te sien en te begin bid daarvoor.  Anders wat beteken hierdie vers in Jakobus dan?  Is dit vir ons maar net 'n mooi godsdienstige versie wat ons op 'n Sondag vroom aanhoor?  Ons Almagtige God se onomstootlike uitspraak is dat "reine godsdiens" beteken dat ek weeskinders begin raaksien en iets prakties doen om te help.  Daar is na beraming 3.7 miljoen weeskinders in Suid Afrika en ongeveer 150 000 kinders wat in huishoudings is waar hulle ouer boeties of sussies die rol van pa of ma moet vervul, want daar is nie 'n volwassene in die huis nie. Dit mag selfs beteken dat God my gesin lei om 'n kind aan te neem en vir daardie kind met tasbare liefde te demonstreer dat daar 'n Skepper en Vader is wat omgee vir wese.  'n Vader wat vir hulle 'n stem wil gee sodat hulle geestelik, emosioneel en verhoudingsgewys reg kan ontwikkel en by gesonde en volwasse menswees kan uitkom.  Wat sê die Heilige Gees vir jou oor hierdie saak?  [AT] / James uses the word “perfect” several times in this chapter. In Jas_1:1-2 we have God’s perfect work; in Jas_1:13-20, God’s perfect gift; and in Jas_1:21-27, God’s perfect law. God’s perfect work is His purpose to mature us; His perfect gift is His goodness to us in times of testing; and His perfect law is the Word that strengthens and sustains us. (Wiersbe) / The word “religion” is found only five times in the New Testament, and “religious” but twice. In addition to the instances recorded here we find Paul using “religion” three times (Act_26:5; Gal_1:13-14), and Luke uses the word “religious” once (Act_13:43). Our English word “religion” comes from the Latin and means, literally “to bind back;” that is, to rebind man to God. As commonly used, it means a system of faith and practice. There are three different Greek words thus translated, one being practically synonymous with our rendering, but when Paul speaks of the Jews’ religion he really says “Judaism,” and it should have been so rendered. Then when Luke speaks of “religious proselytes” he used a word meaning worshipful adherents. In these verses James uses the word threskia, referring to religious faith, forms and ceremonies. To be punctilious about these while failing to bridle the tongue, thus guarding against intemperate or unwise speech, is but to deceive oneself. Such religion is mere, empty pretense. The true religion-or practice of piety-before God and the Father is this, to manifest real concern for the needy, such as orphans and widows, and to walk in holy separation from all uncleanness, thus keeping one’s garments unspotted from the world. It is this victorious faith which James insists upon-a faith that enables one to overcome the world and to rise above its sinful follies. [Ironside] /
CHAPTER TWO

JAMES 2V1-13

Albert: James 2: 1. There is nothing elitist or partial in the Christian faith. Jesus is the Lord of glory and the fact that He identified with aall people by becoming a man teaches us that we should honour and respect all people. In Christian assemblies there should be no distinction between rich and poor, or any kind of class disticntion. We are all equal before God. James strongly emphasises the difference between evil and godly judgment in his letter. We have no ability in and of ourselves to judge anything. Judgment belongs to God! The Gospel exalts the poor and makes them rich in Christ. Cf. 1 Cor. 1v26-31. It is love for the Father that gains the kingdom (v5). We should never be disrespectful to poor people in our Christian assemblies. They should be honoured as brothers and sisters if they are indeed saints. And if they are not we should share the Gospel with them with just as much joy as with the wealthy, perhaps even more. In this world it is usually the rich and powerful that oppose the gospel and oppress the saints. We should love all people equally and consider and cherish them as we do our own lives. This is the royal law. Partiality is sin! If we break even one law, we have broken the whole. The law is a monolith. Love is the law of liberty. Therefore 'mercy triumphs over judgment'. Mercy and grace received from God and given freely to others fulfills the law praactically in the life of a Christian. James demonstrates that we must never become 'judges', but remain humble under God's rule in the gospel    (1-13). 2. A faith that does not reach out where there is profound need, is no faith at all. Such a faith cannot bring salvation to anyone. Our Christianity must never just be a profession. It is intensely practical. Love acts! What counts is 'faith working by love'. Faith that does not issue in love is DEAD! Yet works in and of itself does not necessarily prove true faith (v18). Faith and works are one, and must be seen as a monolith. Faith should always issue in love for God and others. Cf. 1 John's emphasis on love. True justification is authenticated by its actions. Consider and compare Hebrews 11. We must insist on a faith that loves and sacrifices in the church. The general epistles make this point over and over again. We should test our profession and preach on this message of faith being authenticated by a sacrificial love. Not a perfect love, but a sacrificial one (14-26). / 1.  Avoiding Partiality: Do not be an EVIL JUDGE who makes DISTINCTIONS between people in the church. Rich and poor should be VALUED EQUALLY by you even as you value your own life. JUDGE with a heart of GRACE AND MERCY and you will also receive mercy! (1-13) 2. Fruitful Faith: Faith without WORKS cannot save and is DEAD in itself and utterly USELESS! Faith is PERFECTED by works and TOGETHER they issue in a growing FRIENDSHIP with a righteous and holy God. (﻿2:14–26﻿) /
Jas 2:1  My brothers, show no partiality as you hold the faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory.

We cannot be partial in our love and hold the faith in our Lord at the same time.  The faith demands impartiality, for the faith is only truly expressed in love (Gal. 5v6). / OL: 1)2)3)4)5)//JAMES 2 If you have true saving faith, you will practice impartiality (vv. 1–13) and see people in terms of character and not clothing. You will not cater to the rich or ignore the poor, but you will love each person for the sake of Jesus Christ. Christian love simply means treating others the way the Lord treats you and doing it in the power of the Spirit. True saving faith is also seen in activity (vv. 14–26). Faith is not something you only talk about; it is something that motivates your life so that you think of others and serve them. Abraham was saved by faith (Gen. 15:6), but he proved that faith by obeying God and offering his son (Gen. 22). Rahab was saved by trusting God (Heb. 11:31), but she showed the reality of her faith by protecting the spies (Josh. 2; 6:17–27). James and Paul do not contradict each other (Rom. 4:1–5; 5:1); they complement each other. We are justified (declared righteous) before God by faith, but we are justified before men by works. God can see our faith, but men can see only our works. / 

Jas 2:2  For if a man wearing a gold ring and fine clothing comes into your assembly, and a poor man in shabby clothing also comes in,

Jas 2:3  and if you pay attention to the one who wears the fine clothing and say, "You sit here in a good place," while you say to the poor man, "You stand over there," or, "Sit down at my feet,"

Jas 2:4  have you not then made distinctions among yourselves and become judges with evil thoughts?

Jas 2:5  Listen, my beloved brothers, has not God chosen those who are poor in the world to be rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom, which he has promised to those who love him?

1 Cor. 1v26-28 / Vgl. Lukas 1v51-53 / 
Jas 2:6  But you have dishonored the poor man. Are not the rich the ones who oppress you, and the ones who drag you into court?

Jas 2:7  Are they not the ones who blaspheme the honorable name by which you were called?

Jas 2:8  If you really fulfill the royal law according to the Scripture, "You shall love your neighbor as yourself," you are doing well.

Jas 2:9  But if you show partiality, you are committing sin and are convicted by the law as transgressors.

Jas 2:10  For whoever keeps the whole law but fails in one point has become accountable for all of it.

Jas 2:11  For he who said, "Do not commit adultery," also said, "Do not murder." If you do not commit adultery but do murder, you have become a transgressor of the law.

Jas 2:12  So speak and so act as those who are to be judged under the law of liberty.

Cf. verse 8. The law of liberty is the principle of 'freedom that comes from loving others'. We will be judged by this law, for it is the law of Christ. His very incarnation was a demonstration of this law. [AT] / 

Jas 2:13  For judgment is without mercy to one who has shown no mercy. Mercy triumphs over judgment.

Mt. 7v1-5 /
JAMES 2V14-26
Jas 2:14  What good is it, my brothers, if someone says he has faith but does not have works? Can that faith save him?

Jas 2:15  If a brother or sister is poorly clothed and lacking in daily food,

Jas 2:16  and one of you says to them, "Go in peace, be warmed and filled," without giving them the things needed for the body, what good is that?

Jas 2:17  So also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead.

Jas 2:18  But someone will say, "You have faith and I have works." Show me your faith apart from your works, and I will show you my faith by my works.

Jas 2:19  You believe that God is one; you do well. Even the demons believe--and shudder!

Deut. 6v4 / 
Jas 2:20  Do you want to be shown, you foolish person, that faith apart from works is useless?

1 Pet. 1v24 /
Jas 2:21  Was not Abraham our father justified by works when he offered up his son Isaac on the altar?

Abraham's justification was justified when he obeyed! Compare the elements of faith in Hebrews 11. / Thus the embrace of the cross shows that our faith is real. Death and resurrection. / Jakobus het in hoofstuk twee van sy boek verwys na die vrug van wedergeboorte.  Abraham se regverdigmaking is as't ware eg verklaar deur die feit dat hy sy seun geoffer het.  Dit was die bewys van 'n ware werk van God in sy binneste.  Net so is ons geloof ook oneg as dit nie lei tot vrug nie.  Soms vat dit tyd in ons lewens, net soos 'n vrugteboom wat stadig groei, maar daar moet vrug wees. /
Jas 2:22  You see that faith was active along with his works, and faith was completed by his works;

Jas 2:23  and the Scripture was fulfilled that says, "Abraham believed God, and it was counted to him as righteousness"--and he was called a friend of God.

FRIENDSHIP WITH GOD GALATIANS 3:9 “So then those who are of faith are blessed with believing Abraham.” JAMES 2:23 “And the Scripture was fulfilled which says, ‘Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness.’  And he was called the friend of God.” Anyone who has ever had a true friend knows that it is one of the most precious things that can be granted a person this side of the grave.  A true friend understands when no one else does.  A true friend is someone with whom we can be very transparent and even brutally honest at times.  A true friend will also correct us when we are in need of correction. The book of Proverbs says ‘faithful are the wounds of a friend’ (27:6) and furthermore that ‘a friend loves at all times’ (17:17).  Abraham was called the friend of God.  What a privilege to have God as a friend!  We might think that Abraham must have been a very special man to have had this privilege.  When we compare Scripture with Scripture however we see that this privilege is extended to all who believe.  All true believers in Jesus are ‘blessed together with believing Abraham’.  This blessing is not necessarily physical prosperity or any other material advantage as we are sometimes led to believe by certain Bible teachers.  James 2 and Galatians 3 verse 6 makes it clear that this blessing is righteousness.  In other words, a right standing with God.  That is, to be rightly related with the awesome Creator.  To have the favour of God extended to you.  In short, to be offered eternal friendship with the Most High God.  Can there be any blessing greater than this?  This is such a contrary thought to what many believe about the Christian faith that they often struggle to internalize the fact that God actually calls them to be His friend. Let me emphatically and categorically state today that as a true believer you dare not settle for anything less than intimate friendship with God, for it is one of the main reasons why Jesus paid the price on that cross.  This friendship with God is not a presumptuous familiarity, but it is an ever-deepening intimacy that will last for all eternity.  Let us not hesitate to take a hold of all that is ours in Christ Jesus. Quote of the Day:  “Friendship with God is not optional, it is at the very heart of true Christianity.” /

Jas 2:24  You see that a person is justified by works and not by faith alone.

Rom. 2v6-11 / 

Jas 2:25  And in the same way was not also Rahab the prostitute justified by works when she received the messengers and sent them out by another way?

Jas 2:26  For as the body apart from the spirit is dead, so also faith apart from works is dead.

CHAPTER THREE

JAMES 3V1-12
Albert: James 3: 1. Teaching is wonderful, but also dangerous because of greater judgment incurred when we begin to teach others the holy things of God. It is very easy to stumble in our words. The tongue easily becomes very proud and boastful. Hence we have to be EXCEEDINGLY CAREFUL with what comes out of our mouth. Try not to say more or less than what the Word says. The tongue is also a fire that can ignite an entire forest. It can cause our whole life to go askew. It can also steer the right course for us when we speak words of life. The tongue is evil and poisonous and only Christ in us can tame it. We have no ability to tame our tongues. Our tongues have the tremendous privilege and ability to worship God, but also to curse men made according to His likeness. Thus because of its tremendous potential we have to guard our lips almost as much as our hearts. We must only produce sweet water, because we are regenerated. The safest is to speak 'the words of God'. Restrict your heart and tongue to the Scriptures, and then only in context and under the guidance of the HS (1-12). 2. James now moves to the heart and tests our hearts in terms of two kinds of wisdom. True wisdom brings meekness and good works. Jealousy and selfish ambition is earthly, soulish and demonic and it leads to disorder and all kinds of worthless practices. This is not the wisdom from above. When these things are present in our lives we must not lie and pretend that we are actually busy with heavenly wisdom, for these evil works prove that we are not engaged with the meekness that true wisdom produces. The wisdom that originates with God is very different. It can be regognised by its fruit. It is above all pure. Then it is also peaceable, patient with others, willing to yield when the other party has a good point, merciful towards the position of the other, filled with the good fruit of love, it does not take sides, it does not pretend but is utterly sincere in its love for the other party. Those who act in the realm of this heavenly wisdom peacefully sow the lovely fruit of righteousness into the hearts of others as they seek to make peace and bring godly harmony into difficult situations (13-18). / 1. Treacherous Tongue: Teachers TALK more and thus stand to be JUDGED more! The TONGUE is DANGEROUS and can cause great DAMAGE! It is BOASTFUL, RESTLESS and POISONOUS and no man can TAME it!  It is QUICK to CURSE. We should DILIGENTLY direct it towards BLESSING others! (﻿3:1–12﻿) 2. Guileless Wisdom: True good works are always ACCOMPANIED by a MEEK WISDOM. FALSE works ISSUE from a JEALOUS and SELFISH heart and POSES as true wisdom. But it is shown to be a DEMONIC and DECEPTIVE wisdom by the DISORDER and BARENNESS that issue from it.  HEAVENLY WISDOM has EIGHT outstanding qualities and issues in righteousness and peace. (﻿3:13–18﻿) / 
Jas 3:1  Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers, for you know that we who teach will be judged with greater strictness.

Hierdie vers moet ook gelees word in die lig van die gevaar vd tong en die wysheid wat aards, natuurlik, duiwels is. Jakobus lê baie klem op die gevaar van self-misleiding. / Judgment, not condemnation, since there is no condemnation for those in Christ. [Mauro] /The first twelve verses of chapter 3 deal with the tongue (also mentioned in Jam_1:19, Jam_1:26; Jam_2:12; Jam_4:11; Jam_5:12). Just as an old-fashioned doctor examined a patient's tongue to assist in diagnosis, so James tests a person's spiritual health by his or her conversation. Self-diagnosis begins with sins of speech. James would agree with the modern wit who said, “Watch your tongue. It's in a wet place where it's easy to slip!” / 

Jas 3:2  For we all stumble in many ways. And if anyone does not stumble in what he says, he is a perfect man, able also to bridle his whole body.

See Murray below. / 1 Kings 8v46; Eccl. 7v20; Gal. 3v10; 1 Jn. 1v8-10 /2v10 - same Greek word / Net twee tekste wat pragtige perspektief gee op enige bediening aan mense 'met woorde'. "As iemand spreek, laat dit wees soos woorde van God; as iemand dien, laat dit wees soos uit die krag wat God verleen, sodat God in alles verheerlik kan word deur Jesus Christus, aan wie die heerlikheid en krag toekom tot in alle ewigheid. Amen." (1 Pet. 4v11) en "As iemand in woorde nie struikel nie, is hy ’n volmaakte man...' (Jak. 3v2). Die skrif in 1 Petrus gee die opdrag waarna altyd gestreef moet word en die skrif in Jakobus 3 leer dat ons in 'n proses is om al hoe meer ons woorde te suiwer sodat ons 1 Pet. 4v11 toenemend kan realiseer. Feit bly staan dat die enigste plek waar daar volmaakte woorde is in die Bybel is en daarom moet ons maar net bly by die Bybel. [AT] / 

Jas 3:3  If we put bits into the mouths of horses so that they obey us, we guide their whole bodies as well.

Jas 3:4  Look at the ships also: though they are so large and are driven by strong winds, they are guided by a very small rudder wherever the will of the pilot directs.

Jas 3:5  So also the tongue is a small member, yet it boasts of great things. How great a forest is set ablaze by such a small fire!

Jas 3:6  And the tongue is a fire, a world of unrighteousness. The tongue is set among our members, staining the whole body, setting on fire the entire course of life, and set on fire by hell.

DIE GEVAAR VAN DIE ONGETEMDE TONG  Voor die sondeval het Adam en Eva hulle "reg en verkeerd" in God gevind.  Hy was hulle Bron van wysheid en kennis en Hy het hulle in alles gelei.  Met die sondeval word die mens sy eie verwysingspunt vir alles en vind hy "reg en verkeerd" in homself.  Of so dink hy.  Ons wat egter toegang het tot die eerste hoofstukke van Genesis weet dat daar 'n versoeker was in die tuin van Eden en dat hy op 'n baie slinkse manier die mens gelei het na ongehoorsaamheid aan God en gevolglike slawerny aan homself. Voortaan sou hierdie verleier en versoeker die kitaar slaan in die mens se binneste, terwyl hy alles in sy vermoë doen om die mens onder die illusie te hou dat hyself in beheer is van sy eie lewe."Waarin julle tevore gewandel het volgens die loop van hierdie wêreld, volgens die owerste van die mag van die lug, van die gees wat nou in die kinders van die ongehoorsaamheid werk." Efes. 2:2  Alle ongelowiges wandel "volgens die owerste van die mag van die lug".  Daarom maak Jakobus 3 die verstommende stelling dat die tong "uit die hel aangesteek" word.  "Die tong is ook ‘n vuur, die wêreld van ongeregtigheid. Net so ‘n plek neem die tong onder ons lede in; dit besmet die hele liggaam en steek die hele lewensloop aan die brand en word uit die hel aangesteek." Jakobus 3:6   As dissipels van Jesus in wantroue van hulle eie wysheid "wandel deur die Gees" het hulle die besondere voorreg om die getemde tong te beleef wat as't ware dan uit die hemel aangesteek word wanneer hulle wel spreek.  Indien hulle egter nie waaksaam is en wakker vir die gevare van die ongetemde tong nie gaan hulle steeds met tye beleef dat daardie ongetemde tong "uit die hel aangesteek" word. Mag ons almal wawyd wakker wees vir die gevare van die ongetemde tong.  Op geen ander manier sal ons, ons dringende afhanklikheid van die Heilige Gees in hierdie verband kan insien nie. /
Jas 3:7  For every kind of beast and bird, of reptile and sea creature, can be tamed and has been tamed by mankind,

Jas 3:8  but no human being can tame the tongue. It is a restless evil, full of deadly poison.

DIE WONDERWERK VAN STILSWYE  'n Mens se woorde kan of 'n bron van geweldige seën wees of dit kan onberekenbare skade bring in ander se lewens.  Jakobus sê dat die tong wat buite beheer is fatale gevolge kan bring vir diegene wat deurloop onder dit. "Maar die tong kan geen mens tem nie; dit is ‘n onbedwingbare kwaad, vol dodelike gif." Jakobus 3:8 Die implikasie in hierdie vers is dat God alleen die tong kan tem.  Daar is nie 'n mens op aarde wat totale beheer oor sy of haar tong het nie.  Party van ons praat meer as ander, maar almal van ons laat met tye toe dat woorde by ons mond uitkom wat nooit die daglig moes gesien het nie.  Net God kan ons tong tem en daarom is dit so belangrik dat ons onder leiding van die Heilige Gees sal leef.  Ons het daagliks die wonderwerk van stilswye nodig.  D.w.s. ons moet leer om die Here te vertrou om, selfs wanneer die versoeking groot is om die tong soos 'n swaard te gebruik of om kwaad te praat van ander, eers te swyg totdat Hy sê ons kan maar praat en Hy ons die regte woorde gegee het.  Dit verg inderdaad 'n wonderwerk! Hier is 'n Bybelse gebed wat ons almal sekerlik nodig het om gereeld te bid. "HERE, stel ‘n wag voor my mond, bewaar die deur van my lippe." Psalm 141:3   /
Jas 3:9  With it we bless our Lord and Father, and with it we curse people who are made in the likeness of God.

Jas 3:10  From the same mouth come blessing and cursing. My brothers, these things ought not to be so.

Jas 3:11  Does a spring pour forth from the same opening both fresh and salt water?

Jas 3:12  Can a fig tree, my brothers, bear olives, or a grapevine produce figs? Neither can a salt pond yield fresh water.

This is an appeal to us to BE WHO WE ARE IN CHRIST. / 

JAMES 3V13-18

NB Compare 1 Corinthians 4 (and also 1 to 3). 

Jas 3:13  Who is wise and understanding among you? By his good conduct let him show his works in the meekness of wisdom.

See the Amplified and also the New Afrikaans Translation of verses 13-18. / 
Jas 3:14  But if you have bitter jealousy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not boast and be false to the truth.

Jas 3:15  This is not the wisdom that comes down from above, but is earthly, unspiritual, demonic.

Jas 3:16  For where jealousy and selfish ambition exist, there will be disorder and every vile practice.

Cf. 1 Cor. 3v1-3 /

Jas 3:17  But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, open to reason, full of mercy and good fruits, impartial and sincere.

''But the wisdom that comes from above leads us to be pure, friendly, gentle, sensible, kind, helpful, genuine, and sincere.'' [CEV] / James 3:17-18 Wisdom from above is based on humility, brokenness and agape love. This kind of wisdom cultivates understanding and intimate relationship between people and thus brings in a harvest of righteousness. [AT] / 
Jas 3:18  And a harvest of righteousness is sown in peace by those who make peace.
Fil. 1v11; Heb. 12v11; Amos 6v11; 2 Kor. 9v10 / ''When peacemakers plant seeds of peace, they will harvest justice.'' [CEV] / We must be Farmers, not Fighters! [AT] / This verse is a connecting link between what we have been discussing and what is to follow. We have just learned that true wisdom is peace-loving. In the next chapter we find conflict among God's people. Here we are reminded that life is like the farming process. We have the farmer (the wise man who is a peacemaker); the climate (peace); and the harvest (righteousness). The farmer wants to raise a harvest of righteousness. Can this be done in an atmosphere of quarrels and bickering? No, the sowing must take place under peaceful conditions. It must be done by those who are of a peaceful disposition. A harvest of uprightness will be produced in their own lives and in the lives of those to whom they minister. /

CHAPTER FOUR

JAMES 4V1-8

Albert: James 4: 1. Quarrels among Christians are caused by selfish passions. It is because there are powerful selfish desires in us to have our own way and obtain things for ourselves and outcomes that please ourselves that we have disharmony and fighting in the Christian community. Instead we should be so dependent on GOD ALONE for everything we NEED (not greed) that we would ASK our Father for what we need. Prayer should be utilised for true need and for god's kingdom purposes, not for our own selfish ends. Disciples should not be yoked to the world and to God. We cannot be friends with both. Discipleship implies only ONE loyalty, and that is to God. If we bow at the world's altar we make God our enemy. God is a jealous God and He will not be robbed of that for which Jesus gave His very life and blood. If we humble ourselves God will pour out more grace on us. If we submit to God and resist the evil influence of satan through the world system, he will flee from us and we will OVERCOME the world and worldly lusts. If we turn our hearts and faces toward God we will experience His deliverance and life abundantly. If we have been tainted by the world we need to weep and be gloomy in sincere repentance and humility so that god may restore us and bring us back to a place of victory in Christ (1-10). 2. We should especially be most careful to NEVER judge or speak evil against a brother. We are not God, we are human beings who have no right or ability to judge anyone. We ourselves need to be UNDER the Word of God. We are not judges of the Word. Yet keep in mind that James has just judged evil behavious and attitudes. We may speak of this, but it must never be subjective. We need to DILIGENTLY guard our hearts and mouths against all subjective judgment of others. God is the Saviour and the Destroyer. We should fear and tremble before Him as the one and only Judge and Lawgiver. This will deliver us from legalistic judging and drive us to our knees in humility and cause us to rather embrace mercy and grace (1-12). 3. Another aspect of worldly wisdom and worldliness is the arrogant boast that we will go to such and such a place and accomplish this, that, and the following. We should never speak like that. Instead we should be most aware of God's sovereignty and rather say 'if God wills' we will do something and go somewhere. If we know it is evil to do such things and yet we continue to do it, it is sin and we should repent of it and change our ways, in Christ (13-17). / 1. Practical Purity: COVETOUSNESS causes CHAOS in relationships! When there is disagreement, rather PRAY for God's will and then OBEY. SEPARATE from the world, HUMBLE yourself with a deep MOURNING, DRAW NEAR to God, and you will receive GRACE to conquer evil, be victorious and ENJOY harmonious RELATIONSHIPS! Do not JUDGE OTHERS and SPEAK against them, but leave judgment to God. Rather PRAY for them! (﻿4:1–12﻿) 2. Compliant Will: DENY your INDEPENDENT will and BOASTFUL tongue and rather say "GOD'S WILL be done in this matter". DISOBEDIENCE to the truth I KNOW is SIN! (4:13-17) /
Jas 4:1  What causes quarrels and what causes fights among you? Is it not this, that your passions are at war within you?

2 Pet. 1v4 / Verses 1 to 6: Verse 6 is the punchline. A humble spirit is enabled to overcome the world by the power of Christ who dwells in us. This humility is the root of true faith...trust not in ourselves, but in the power of Christ. 'This is the victory that overcomes the world, even our faith.' 1 Jn. 5v4b. [AT] / 
Jas 4:2  You desire and do not have, so you murder. You covet and cannot obtain, so you fight and quarrel. You do not have, because you do not ask.

Jas 4:3  You ask and do not receive, because you ask wrongly, to spend it on your passions.

Vergelyk "begeertes" in Fil. 4:6 Wees oor niks besorg nie, maar laat julle begeertes in alles deur gebed en smeking met danksegging bekend word by God. met "welluste" in Jakobus 4:3 Julle bid en julle ontvang nie, omdat julle verkeerd bid, om dit in julle welluste deur te bring. Fil. 4 maak dit duidelik dat ons wel kan vra vir tydelike dinge, maar nie as dit welluste is nie. Needs, not greeds.   /
Jas 4:4  You adulterous people! Do you not know that friendship with the world is enmity with God? Therefore whoever wishes to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God.

Jas 4:5  Or do you suppose it is to no purpose that the Scripture says, "He yearns jealously over the spirit that he has made to dwell in us"?
 Met jaloersheid begeer Hy die gees wat Hy in ons laat woon het? (Vgl. 1983 Afr) / 
Jas 4:6  But he gives more grace. Therefore it says, "God opposes the proud, but gives grace to the humble."

Prov. 30v12-13 cf for false conversions. Unrelenting pride is one of the signs of false conversion (v13). [AT] / 'resists' - antitassomai ''to range in battle against'' / HERLEWING VIR DIE NEDERIGES EN DIE VERBRYSELDES "Want so sê die Hoë en Verhewene wat in die ewigheid woon, Heilig is sy Naam: Ek woon in die hoogte en in die heilige plek en by die verbryselde en nederige van gees, om te laat herlewe die gees van die nederiges en te laat herlewe die hart van die verbryseldes." Jesaja 57:15 “Maar Hy gee groter genade; daarom sê Hy: God weerstaan die hoogmoediges, maar aan die nederiges gee Hy genade.”  Jakobus 4:6   Die Bybel is propvol kosbare beloftes, maar let bietjie op hoe dikwels word daardie beloftes verbind aan die gesindheid van ons harte.  Dit is die nederiges, die verbryseldes, die swakkes, die gebrokenes, die wat “arm van gees” is, die wat weet hoe afhanklik hulle van God is; dit is hulle wat met groot oortuiging en ‘n vaste geloof die beloftes van God kan neem vir hulleself.  Daarteenoor leer die Bybel baie duidelik dat God die hoogmoediges, die selfvoldanes, die selfgenoegsames, die onafhanklikes, die wat in hulleself sterk is; nie net verdra nie, maar aktief “weerstaan”.  Ons groot voorbeeld bly maar Jesus self.  Hy wat die volste reg gehad het om net in te stap en oor te neem hier op aarde het gekom om te dien en Sy lewe te gee vir ons.  Hy het Sy hele lewe lank in die liggaam in ‘n absolute nederige afhanklikheid van die Vader geleef en onder mense was Hy ‘n dienskneg.  Dit beteken nie dat Hy nie ook met gesag opgetree het nie, maar dit was die gesag van iemand wat geleef het in die krag van Sy Vader.  Jesus is die enigste een wat die reg gehad het om uit Sy eie krag te leef en op te tree, maar Hy het in alles geleef as ‘n afhanklike sodat Hy vir ons ‘n perfekte voorbeeld kon stel.  Daarom dring Sy woorde so diep in vir die wat ore het om te hoor: “leer van My, want Ek is sagmoedig en nederig van hart, en julle sal rus kry vir julle gemoed” (Matt. 11:29). / AUTHENTIC SPIRITUAL GROWTH JAMES 4:6  But He gives more grace. Therefore He says: "God resists the proud, But gives grace to the humble." JOHN 15:5  "I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing.” It is exceedingly important for authentic spiritual growth that we should have the correct measure of spirituality.  If your idea of true spirituality is not in line with what the Bible teaches then you may be heading for profound disappointment at some time in your life.  It is possible to carry on for many years in the Christian system with the wrong concept of spirituality without realizing that you are wasting precious time and energy.  So what is God’s measure of spirituality?  What is furthermore the prerequisite for true spiritual growth? It is abundantly clear from Genesis to Revelation that it is only the grace of God that can bring true growth.  If God does not sovereignly work in our lives then all the religious effort in the world is utterly futile.  Moreover, the Bible has much to say about the life of faith and now the question emerges how does this faith operate.  It is surely by faith that we receive the grace of God and it is also the only way to continue in the grace of God.  The problem is that sometimes this faith is depicted to be simply a formula or something that you have to create by some kind of mental exercise, as it were.  All these ideas about the life of faith often confuse believers and make them feel as if it is something that only the initiated or some super-elite can attain.  The biblical idea of faith is however not that difficult to understand, but the demands of this faith is absolute.  Why is it absolute?  Because in the Bible faith is never divorced from humility.  Our text says that God gives grace to the humble.  That means that all those who realize how dependent they truly are on God will receive His grace in that same measure.  The deeper the humility in your heart the deeper the grace of God will operate sovereignly in your life.  The true life of faith is a life of dependence.  It is a life in which we realize that we are utterly incapable of doing anything meaningful in God’s kingdom apart from His Son that dwells in us. If you want to measure your spiritual growth therefore you only need to ask yourself this question:  ‘Am I now more dependent on the life of Christ in me than I was six months or a year ago?’  Has the humility and subsequent dependence in my heart deepened or did it become shallower?  If you answer these questions honestly it will keep you from measuring your spirituality by all kinds of false standards that abound in the times that we live in.  May God be gracious to us so that we may see our daily need of His grace that was bestowed so freely in His Son. Quote of the Day:  “It is only in the life of trust that we experience the deep inner workings of the Spirit of God and grow with the increase that only He can bring (Col. 2:19).” / 
Jas 4:7  Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.

Jas 4:8  Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded.

Sien 1v8 / Cf. Heb. 11v6. In the light of the New Covenant is he not just saying that we should believe and thus we will experience the reality of God’s presence.  God in the heavens became God with us when Jesus became flesh.  Now He is not only with us, but also in us.  Hence the things James says here must be seen in the context of the ever-present God of the NC.  Believe in the NC and the presence of God will be a reality to you.  ‘It is thus not a matter of proximity, but of awareness.’ Giglio [AT] / 
JAMES 4V9-17
Jas 4:9  Be wretched and mourn and weep. Let your laughter be turned to mourning and your joy to gloom.

Jer. 9v18 /

Jas 4:10  Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will exalt you.

Daniel 10v /
Jas 4:11  Do not speak evil against one another, brothers. The one who speaks against a brother or judges his brother, speaks evil against the law and judges the law. But if you judge the law, you are not a doer of the law but a judge.

Why? Because the law says 'you shall love your neighbour as yourself'. (AT) / NLB / 
Jas 4:12  There is only one lawgiver and judge, he who is able to save and to destroy. But who are you to judge your neighbor?

1 Kor. 4v5 /
Jas 4:13  Come now, you who say, "Today or tomorrow we will go into such and such a town and spend a year there and trade and make a profit"--

Jas 4:14  yet you do not know what tomorrow will bring. What is your life? For you are a mist that appears for a little time and then vanishes.

ONS LEWE GAAN VERBY SOOS 'N DROOM  “Die mens leef soos in 'n droom en hy sloof hom af vir niks. Hy gaar op, maar weet nie wie dit sal kry nie.” Psalms 39:7 (NAV) “Waarlik, die mens wandel as skadubeeld rond; ja, hulle woel verniet; hulle stapel op en weet nie wie dit sal insamel nie.” Psalms 39:7 (OAV) “Kyk, U het my lewe ’n blote handbreedte lank gemaak. My lewensduur is byna niks in u oë nie. Al is hy hoe selfversekerd, die mens is verganklik.” Sela. Die mens is net ’n bewegende skaduwee. Al sy gejaagdheid is tevergeefs: Hy versamel rykdom, maar weet nie wie dit gaan gebruik nie.” Psalms 39:6-7 (NLV) Vandag vloei sonder pouse in môre in en word eensklaps oormôre....volgende week…maand…jaar… dekades...einde...stop: die ewigheid.  Die mens se lewe is 'n droom, 'n skadubeeld, 'n skaduwee.  "Julle weet nie eers wat die lewe môre vir julle inhou nie! Julle is soos die oggendmis – dis vir ’n rukkie sigbaar, en dan is dit weer weg." Jakobus 4:14 (NLV) " Leer ons om ons dae so te tel dat ons 'n wyse hart mag bekom!"  Psalms 90:12 (OAV) [AT] /

Jas 4:15  Instead you ought to say, "If the Lord wills, we will live and do this or that."

"If the Lord wills" is not merely a religious saying. It means we live a dependent life about everything. /

Jas 4:16  As it is, you boast in your arrogance. All such boasting is evil.

Jas 4:17  So whoever knows the right thing to do and fails to do it, for him it is sin.

Isaiah 53:7 " He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, YET HE OPENED NOT HIS MOUTH, He is brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, SO HE OPENED NOT HIS MOUTH" 1 Cor 1:5 " That in every thing ye are enriched by Him, in all UTTERANCE, and in Knowledge" 2 Cor 8:7 " Therefore, as ye abound in everything, in Faith, and UTTERANCE, and knowledge, and in all diligence, and in your love to us, see that ye abound in Grace also" Eph 6:19 " And for me, that UTTERANCE may be given unto me, that I may open my mouth boldly, to make known the Mystery of the Gospel" Col 4:3 " Withal praying also for us, that God would open unto us a door of UTTERANCE, to speak the Mystery of Christ, for which I am also in bonds" Friends..i have come to see that the CROSS SILENCES US..AND SHUTS UP OUR MOUTHS...and that LIFE and RESSURECTION POURS OUT OF THEM = UTTERANCE. TO OPEN ONES MOUTH IN DEATH AND ON THE WRONG SIDE OF THE CROSS IS A "BOASTING" IN THE WRONG ADAM..AND A PRIDE THAT GOD WILL RESIST AND OPPOSE…. [MS] This is why Paul could say 'HIM WE PREACH' (Col. 1v28). He spoke in resurrection and only one thing remained to speak of, CHRIST! [AT] /

CHAPTER FIVE

JAMES 5V1-10
Albert: James 5: 1. James is very much focused on the eschatological reality of 'the day of the Lord' and its implications for how we live on this earth. He especially emphasises the dangers of riches and how it can corrupt our hearts. The rich should weep and howl in repentance. Riches have no eternal value and are actually rotten and destructive if hoarded for selfish reasons. In the light of the gospel dispensation we should not store up material riches, but rather spiritual riches. These ARE the last days, because of the incarnation and events surrounding the death and resurrection of Jesus. Rich people who treat their workers unfairly are heading for a terrible end. God is VERY concerned with the poor and we have to be too! We must beware of luxury and self-indulgence when there is poverty all around us. The Christian should not resist the unfair treatment and condemnation he receives at the hand of the rich, powerful, and influential. God will judge (1-6). 2. Like a farmer who waits for the harvest, we should wait patiently for the 'early and the late rains' from the Lord's hand. We should establish our hearts in the light of the imminent return of Jesus the Lord. In this time of waiting we should not become restless and grumble against one another. This will bring a kind of disciplinary judgment on us. We should rather LOVE one anaother selflessly in mercy and grace. We must live with the CONSTANT CONSCIOUSNESS that the 'Judge is standing at the door', ready to return and judge our works as believers. Thus we must consider the EXAMPLES of steadfast people in the Scripture (cf. Heb. 11) and emulate their faith and hope. All the while we must keep in mind the 'compassionate and merciful' character of God. He will REWARD us! Continue to trust and love Him (7-11)! 3. It seems swearing by taking oaths is a very serious matter that can bring condemnation on us. We should be pure in our hearts and in our words (12). 4. The Bible has a very simple remedy for suffering, PRAY! When we are cheerful, we should sing praise. Hence praying and praising should be the tenor of our entire Christian life. When we are sick, we should first call the ELDERS, not the DOCTORS! If the elders are granted the 'prayer of faith' by the Lord, He will heal the sick person. God will also quickly forgive our sins when we confess them to one another and pray for one another. It seems that sickness then, may often be connected to sins of judgment and 'grumbling against one another', etc. We should confess these to one another. The fervent prayer of a righteous person has GREAT POWER! We should consider examples of answered prayer in the Bible and be encouraged by them. We should never be discouraged by the weakness of our human nature. We have POWERFUL SPIRITUAL WEAPONS available to us. We should make it our business to bring back 'sinners' from their wandering. Our rescuing of the wanderer is a gospel act that reveals God's mercy and covers many sins. These are life and death matters and we should be in dead earnest about them. The destiny of souls are at stake. (13-20). / 1. Repentance and Patience/Coming King: The RICH and INDULGENT who stored up TREASURE and lived LUXURIOUSLY must WEEP in REPENTANCE because the LORD is COMING! The POOR and PERSECUTED must wait PATIENTLY and without COMPLAINT against others because the LORD is COMPASSIONATE and soon He will be here.  (﻿5:1–11﻿) 2. Oaths: Do NOT take OATHS in a rage of self-will or with a view to deceive. Be CONTENT rather with a simple YES or NO that demonstrates a MEEK HONESTY. (5:12) 3. Fervent Prayer: PRAY when you suffer! PRAISE when you are cheerful! CALL the church (elders) and PRAY TOGETHER fervently with CONFESSION OF SINS when you are sick or in dire straits! (﻿5:13–18﻿) 4. Restoration: Always have a heart of RESTORATION and REDEMPTION towards those who have STRAYED from the truth. (﻿5:19–20﻿) /
Jas 5:1  Come now, you rich, weep and howl for the miseries that are coming upon you.

Jas 5:2  Your riches have rotted and your garments are moth-eaten.

Jas 5:3  Your gold and silver have corroded, and their corrosion will be evidence against you and will eat your flesh like fire. You have laid up treasure in the last days.

Jas 5:4  Behold, the wages of the laborers who mowed your fields, which you kept back by fraud, are crying out against you, and the cries of the harvesters have reached the ears of the Lord of hosts.

Jas 5:5  You have lived on the earth in luxury and in self-indulgence. You have fattened your hearts in a day of slaughter.

CR: Luke 12v19-20/

Jas 5:6  You have condemned and murdered the righteous person. He does not resist you.

Jas 5:7  Be patient, therefore, brothers, until the coming of the Lord. See how the farmer waits for the precious fruit of the earth, being patient about it, until it receives the early and the late rains.

AT Link:  Hos 6:2-4  Hy sal ons ná twee dae lewend maak, op die derde dag ons laat opstaan, sodat ons voor sy aangesig kan lewe.  3  En laat ons ken—laat ons dit najaag om die HERE te ken; sy opgang is so seker soos die dagbreek, en Hy sal tot ons kom soos die reën, soos die laat reëns wat die aarde besproei.  4  Wat sal Ek met jou doen, o Efraim; wat sal Ek met jou doen, o Juda? aangesien julle liefde is soos ‘n môrewolk en soos ‘n dou wat vroeg weer verdwyn. / See BBC / Lydsaamheid! vVgl. die sewe keer wat die woord voorkom in Openbaring (22 keer in die hele Bybel) . / 
Jas 5:8  You also, be patient. Establish your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at hand.

Heb. 13v /
Jas 5:9  Do not grumble against one another, brothers, so that you may not be judged; behold, the Judge is standing at the door.

IEMAND WAT ONREG KAN DRA "Moenie teen mekaar sug nie, broeders..." Jak. 5:9a (OAV) "Moenie oor mekaar kla nie, broers..." Jak. 5:9a (NAV) As gevolg van die sondeval erf ons almal by ons ouers die instink van haastige oordeel. Dit is 'n totaal spontane menslike reaksie op ons omgewing om onsself op te stel as regters en dan alles wat leef en beef onder die loep van ons superieure insig te bring.  Gevolglik is dit so maklik soos asemhaal vir ons om die gewoonte te kweek om bý mekaar te sug en kla óór mekaar.  'Het jy gesien wat hy gedoen het!'  'Het jy gehoor wat sy gesê het!'   Dit is spontaan, natuurlik, en maklik, maar die Woord sê dit is 'vleeslik'.  Jakobus sê ons 'moenie', selfs al voel ons hoe geregverdig in ons oordeel.  Net hier lê die knoop, natuurlik.  Ons oordeel, sug, en kla ómdat ons voel ons is reg en die ander verkeerd.  Maar dissipels moet 'onreg kan dra'.  Waar daar mense is, sal daar onreg wees.  Ons kan of natuurlik reageer en oordeel, kla, en sug, of ons kan ons harte deur die Gees instel om onreg te dra en dan eerder te bid vir ander en hulle gebreke voor die Vader te bring.  Miskien ontdek ons dan sommer in die proses dat ons self nie altyd honderd persent reg optree teenoor ander nie. "En ’n dienskneg van die Here moet nie twis nie, maar vriendelik wees teenoor almal, bekwaam om te onderrig en een wat kwaad kan verdra." 2 Tim. 2:24 (OAV) "'n Dienaar van die Here moenie rusie maak nie. Inteendeel, hy moet vriendelik wees teenoor almal, bekwaam om ander te leer en iemand wat onreg kan dra." 2 Tim. 2:24 (NAV) [AT] /

Jas 5:10  As an example of suffering and patience, brothers, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord.

JAMES 5V11-20
Jas 5:11  Behold, we consider those blessed who remained steadfast. You have heard of the steadfastness of Job, and you have seen the purpose of the Lord, how the Lord is compassionate and merciful.

Jas 5:12  But above all, my brothers, do not swear, either by heaven or by earth or by any other oath, but let your "yes" be yes and your "no" be no, so that you may not fall under condemnation.

? / Weereens die tong. / 
Jas 5:13  Is anyone among you suffering? Let him pray. Is anyone cheerful? Let him sing praise.

Jas 5:14  Is anyone among you sick? Let him call for the elders of the church, and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord.

Jas 5:15  And the prayer of faith will save the one who is sick, and the Lord will raise him up. And if he has committed sins, he will be forgiven.

Jas 5:16  Therefore, confess your sins to one another and pray for one another, that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous person has great power as it is working.

Confession should be made only in the circle in which it was committed. If u sinned against 2 people then u have to confess to God and those 2 people. / We quench the joy of fellowship with God when we refuse to confess our offenses to man. [Piper] / Confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective. (James 5:16 NIV) /
Jas 5:17  Elijah was a man with a nature like ours, and he prayed fervently that it might not rain, and for three years and six months it did not rain on the earth.

Jas 5:18  Then he prayed again, and heaven gave rain, and the earth bore its fruit.

Jas 5:19  My brothers, if anyone among you wanders from the truth and someone brings him back,

Jas 5:20  let him know that whoever brings back a sinner from his wandering will save his soul from death and will cover a multitude of sins.

1Pe 4:8 AOV Maar bo alles moet julle mekaar vurig liefhê, want die liefde sal ‘n menigte sondes bedek. / 1 Joh. 5v / This is exactly what James tried to do in this letter, to purify the faith of those who profess to know Christ. [AT] / 
1 PETER 

1 PETER AT COMMENTARY

1 PETER BACKGROUND

Time:  AD 64-65 (18th)

Stats:  5 chapters/105 verses/2 482 words/4 questions/92 verses of history/3 verses of fulfilled and 10 verses of unfulfilled prophecy
Key People:

Peter—one of Jesus’ twelve disciples; wrote to encourage persecuted believers (1:1–5:14)

Silas—missionary who traveled with Paul; assisted Peter in writing his letters (5:12)

Mark—leader in the church; used Peter’s testimony to write the Gospel of Mark (5:13)

Key Term:  “Hope” (4:13).  This epistle emphasises hope for suffering believers.  Hope (Greek, elpis) means ‘future certainty’ rather than a vague expectation of some future occurrence.
Key Words:
Word: Greek logos—1:23; 2:8; 3:1—literally, “word” or “idea,” also Greek rhema—1:25. “The word of God” (1:23) is the gospel message about the Lord Jesus Christ. The Spirit uses the Word to produce life. It is the truth of the gospel that saves and regenerates men and women. Peter used Isaiah 40:6–8 which says “the word of our God”in a New Testament context.

Example: Greek hupogrammos—2:21—literally, “tracing tablet.” In biblical times, this term denoted tablets that contained the entire Greek alphabet. Students would practice tracing each letter of the alphabet on these tablets. When believers use the life of Jesus as their example, His life of suffering becomes their tracing tablet. Christians who trace the life of Jesus learn godliness and wisdom in the face of persecution.

Love: Greek agape—4:8—literally, “love.” Most of the ancient occurrences of this Greek word appear in the New Testament. Agape describes the love of one who shows kindness to strangers, gives hospitality, and acts charitably. In the New Testament, the word agape took on a special meaning: It denoted a love in action as opposed to the purely emotional kind. Agape love is the self-sacrificial love naturally demonstrated by God.

Key Text:
1 Peter 4:13  maar namate julle gemeenskap het aan die lyde van Christus, moet julle bly wees, sodat julle ook by die openbaring van sy heerlikheid met blydskap kan jubel.
Provocation & Context

Peter’s audience of believers was facing increasing signs of persecution throughout the Roman Empire. Conditions were ripe for the tactics used by Nero to deflect blame for the burning of Rome from himself to the Christians. Once Nero spread the word that Christians had set the fires, the accusation stuck because the Christians were already hated as those who associated with Jews and were hostile to Roman culture. The vicious persecution that ensued touched the far corners of the empire, reaching the very places mentioned by Peter’s salutation (1:1).

The general addressees of the letter and the ambiguous location of the writer (Babylon—5:13) underscore the tension of the times. Believers established underground networks that would have directed Peter’s letter and his envoy to the necessary places. It is likely that Babylon was an alias for Rome. By the way he identified his location, Peter was protecting his own companions. Nevertheless, the apostle realized the scattered and battered Christians needed spiritual strengthening because of the sufferings. Under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, Peter wrote this epistle to encourage them.

One Sentence Summary:  As Christians grow in understanding their privileges in salvation, their blessings of election, and the theology of suffering, they will live in holiness and humility, waiting for their great future hope of sharing Christ’s glory.
No Bible book more clearly teaches the relationship between suffering and salvation.  This epistle is noted for careful composition and many OT quotations.  Rather than give one extensive doctrinal presentation followed by application (such as Paul often did), Peter goes back and forth between doctrinal and practical teachings.  

Among the disciples of Jesus, Peter remains the most recognizable name. He was probably the first of those Jesus specifically called to follow Him (Mark 1:16–17). Jesus’ last recorded words to Peter had the same theme, “You follow Me” (John 21:22). Along the way, Christ replaced his name, Simon, with Peter (Greek) or Cephas (Aramaic), both meaning “stone” or “rock.”

The Lord clearly singled out Peter for special lessons throughout the Gospels (Matthew 10; 16:13–21; 17:1–9; 24:1–7; 26:31–33; John 6:6; 21:3–7; 15–17). He was the spokesman for the twelve, articulating their thoughts and questions as well as his own. He was probably the primary source for Mark’s gospel. Eventually, he wrote two canonical (inspired) letters himself, of which this is the first.

Basic Outline:
1.

The following structure is based on Peter’s doctrinal-practical alteration.  Doctrinal teaching:  1:1-12, privileges of salvation;  2:4-10, blessings of election;  3:13-4:19, theology of suffering.  Practical teaching:  1:13-2:3, holiness;  2:11-3:12, submission;  5:1-14, humility.

2. 

Confidence: Suffering and Faith (Chpts. 1:1-2:1) 

Conduct: Suffering and Holiness (Chpts. 2:2-3:9) 

Character: Suffering and Victory (Chpts. 3:10-5:7) 

Conflict: Suffering and Warfare (Chpt. 5:8-14)
3.
     Salutation (1:1, 2)

     I.     Remember Our Great Salvation (1:3–2:10)

     II.     Remember Our Example Before Men (2:11–4:6)

     III.     Remember Our Lord Will Return (4:7–5:11)

     Conclusion (5:12–14)

4.

1. Salutation

2. New Birth to Joy and Holiness

3. A Living Stone, a Chosen People

4. Submission to Authorities

5. Wives and Husbands

6. Suffering for Doing Good

7. Service, Suffering, and Judgment

8. Leading and Living in God’s Flock

9. Final Greetings


Sketch:  The Christian Life under the Government of God.
Key Doctrines:

Persecution—Christians are able to identify with Christ’s sufferings when they are persecuted for their faith (1:6; 2:12, 19–21; 3:9, 13–18; 4:1, 12–16, 19; Psalm 69:26; Isaiah 50:6; 53:7; Jeremiah 15:15; Daniel 3:28; Zechariah 2:8; Mark 10:30; Luke 21:12; John 5:16; 15:20; Romans 8:35; 2 Corinthians 1:10; 4:9; 2 Timothy 3:12)

Quick Study:

     1.      Peter clearly wants his readers to be secure in their relationship with Christ, What points does he make about salvation?

     2.      What special titles, names, and roles does Peter assign to Christ in this letter?

     3.      In 1 Peter 2:21–25, how does Jesus serve as a model for those facing suffering for their faith?

     4.      Compare the first seven verses of chapter 3 with Ephesians 5:21–33, How does the teaching of these two apostles regarding marriage overlap and where does it differ in emphasis?

     5.      What does Peter have to say about the conduct of relationships among Christians in general?

God’s Character:

God is accessible—1:17; 3:18

God is faithful—4:19

God is holy—1:15–16

God is just—1:17

God is long-suffering—3:20

God is merciful—1:3

God is righteous—2:23
Christ Revealed:

Since the Christians addressed in 1 Peter lived in the midst of great persecution, Peter directs them to identify with the sufferings of Christ (1:10–12; 2:24; 4:12–13). First Peter balances this message with reminders of the numerous blessings bestowed on Christians for their perseverance (1:13–16). Christ remains the believer’s “living hope” in a hostile world (1:3–4).
In four separate passages Peter links Christ’s sacrificial sufferings with His glory that followed death (1:11;  3:18;  4:13;  5:1).  The letter details the fruits of Christ’s suffering and victory, including provision for a new life now and hope for the future (see 1:3, 18, 19;  3:18).  Anticipation of Christ’s return in glory causes believers to rejoice (1:4-7).  In other ways also Christ now makes a profound difference in the lives of Christians:  they love Him (1:8);  they come to Him (2:4);  they offer “spiritual sacrifices” through Him (2:5);  they are reproached because of Him (4:14);  they should expect to be rewarded when He returns (5:4).

The Holy Spirit at Work:

The Holy Spirit is active in the entire process of salvation:  the “Spirit of Christ’  in the Old Testament prophets “testified beforehand” concerning the Cross and the subsequent glory (1:11);  Christ was raised form the dead “by the Spirit”  (3:18);  evangelists preached the gospel by the Spirit;  believers responded in obedience “through the Spirit”  (1:2,22);  a foretaste of the coming glory is had through the Spirit (compare 4:14 with v. 13 and 5:1)
Content:

· Christus, ons Opperherder

· Verdraagsaamheid te midde van vervolging en lyding

· The Christian life under the government of God.
· Sovereignty and Providence / Covenant and Redemption / Ethics and Morality
· Persecution of the church.  The New Testament letter with the widest specific geographic address (1 Peter 1:1).
· Hope / Suffering / Holiness / Humility / Submission

· As Christians grow in understanding their privileges in salvation, their blessings of election, and the theology of suffering, they will live in holiness and humility, waiting for their great future hope of sharing Christ’s glory.

· 1 Peter - To the Persecuted Church. Peter wrote this letter to encourage its recipients in the light of their suffering and be humble in it. Mentions baptism. 

· In 1 PETER we are VICTORIOUS IN SPITE OF SUFFERING in Christ

OT QUOTATIONS:
PETER'S FIRST LETTER TO ASIA MINOR 
LIVE HOLY LIVES ACCORDINGLY
1 Peter 1:16b - 'Be holy, for I am holy' (Leviticus 11:44,45; 19:2; 20:7).
LOVE EACH OTHER BECAUSE YOU ARE SONS OF GOD; DO AWAY WITH ALL EVIL 
1 Peter 1:24-25a - 'All flesh is as grass, and all the glory of man as the flower of the grass. The grass withers, and its flower falls away, but the word of the Lord endures for ever' (Isaiah 40:6-8).
YOU HAVE BEEN CHOSEN BY GOD AS A ROYAL PRIESTHOOD TO BECOME THE CHURCH OF CHRIST
1 Peter 2:6b - 'Behold, I lay in Zion a chief cornerstone, elect, precious, and he who believes on him will by no means be put to shame' (Isaiah 28:16).
1 Peter 2:7b - 'The stone which the builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone' (Psalm 118:22).
1 Peter 2:8a - 'a stone of stumbling and a rock of offence' (Isaiah 8:14).

THE COMMENTARY
SIGNIFICANT WORDS AND TERMS IN THIS BOOK

· Righteousness

· Grace
CHAPTER ONE

1 PETER 1V1-9
Albert: 1 PETER 1v1-9: 1. We have been chosen and regenerated by the Father with a view to obtaining an incorruptible inheritance. Even though we may presently be experiencing trials the proving of our faith is most precious and it should result in praise as we rejoice with unspeakable joy in Christ. The goal of it all is the salvation of our souls. This passage is about the transformation of the soul. 2. Believers should bless God for such a great salvation. Be aware of their precious inheritance. Rejoice with unspeakable joy in the midst of suffering and the proving of their faith. Should aim in all their suffering to receive the salvation of their souls. 3. Make a deeper study of this passage and study salvation of the soul and the matter of inheritance. 4. Read Mauro's Hebrews again with a prayerful heart.  5. Father, thank you that you have such a precious inheritance in mind for us. We plead with you to give us a revelation of this matter in the Bible. / CORNE: 1:1-9. 1. Peter encourages the church that God is guarding a precious hope for them, an inheritance in heaven. They must be patient and endure suffering while they wait for it, even though they can't see it now.2. Christians should not lose hope because their inheritance is kept safe by the power of God. Even though our faith is tested by trials, our love for Him should not diminish, because we will be rewarded in the end. 3. Faith and love are inseperable. When I get depressed I tend to turn from the face of the Father and look down. This clouds my perception of His heart towards me. I must not falter in my faith in His love. 4. I must not turn from the Father's face, and not do my own thing to cover my hurt. 5. Thank you, Father for the inheritance that you keep for me in heaven. Help me not to doubt Your love. Amen

1Pe 1:1  Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who are elect exiles of the dispersion in Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia,

1:1-2  These two verses form an introduction to this precious epistle, written by Peter under the direct inspiration of the Holy Spirit.  Peter introduces himself and reveals his audience and then proceeds to give an extraordinary description of the various steps of their salvation before he greets them with the standard Christian greeting of the time.  His greeting does not only include grace and peace, however, but asks for the multiplication of grace and peace.  It is at the same time a greeting and a supplication to God on behalf of these Christians who were experiencing increasingly severe persecution under Roman rule.

1:1  Peter introduces himself with the Greek form of the Aramaic nickname Cephas, Jesus gave him (John 1:42).  Both forms of the name refer to a stone or a small rock.  Peter uses his official title, an apostle of Jesus Christ, in order to underscore the authority of his letter.  In his second letter he adds the word servant (1:1) and at the end of this letter he also calls himself a fellow elder (5:1).   Dispersion translates the Greek word diaspeiro which meansto scatter abroad (Acts 8:1). These Christians were scattered all over Asia Minor.  The word exile speaks of someone who is only a temporary resident of a specific place.  Peter reminds them through his use of this word that they were pilgrims and sojourners on the earth.  Even though they were exiles, they were elect exiles and they had a mission in those places to which they had been scattered.  They were scatterlings of Jesus Christ, divinely commissioned to dispense his grace throughout the world.  They were bread broken and dispensed in order to feed the world, sometimes even the very ones whose hands had broken them.  We still have the same commission today, if not necessarily the same measure of persecution.  The more we are broken, the more the fragrance of God's grace flows through us to a lost world (2 Cor. 2:14-16). God's grace can never be defeated. The world can either yield and be conquered by it or resist and be condemned because of it, but they cannot ignore it.  

1Pe 1:2  according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, in the sanctification of the Spirit, for obedience to Jesus Christ and for sprinkling with his blood: May grace and peace be multiplied to you.

"whom God the Father knew and chose long ago to be made holy by his Spirit, that they might obey Jesus Christ and be cleansed by his blood: may you know more and more of God's grace and peace." [Phillips] / 
1:2  The words according to qualifies the expression elect exiles in verse 1.  All three members of the Trinity are intimatelyinvolved inour salvation (cf. Mt. 28:19 and Eph. 1:3-14).  We are elect according to the foreknowledge of God.  This verse puts election in the right and proper perspective.  God knows the end from the beginning.  He knew beforehand what choices we were going to make.  God knew everything about our lives even before we were born.  He knew exactly what choices we were going to make, but this does not mean that He manipulates our choices.  The Bible speaks unashamedly of election and predestination, yet at the same time appeals to choose for God and the gospel are repeated throughout its pages.  If we choose to believe the gospel it is never in isolation from the work of the Holy Spirit, though.  John 16 verse 8 says that the Spirit convicts the world of sin, righteousness and judgment.  When the Holy Spirit begins to tug at the heart strings of an unbeliever, he can choose to resist that divine operation or yield to it (Acts 7:51).  Should he choose to yield to the persuasion of the Holy Spirit, he may nonetheless never boast as if it was his choice that saved him or subsequently sanctifies him (1 Cor. 1:30-31; Phil. 3:3).  It is God’s work from beginning to end, but we have to yield to this divine operation.  The Father planned our salvation, the Son executed it and now the Holy Spirit convicts us of the validity of the Father’s sovereign purpose and the Son’s completed redemptive work.  The Bible ties God's foreknowledge and our election together in such a way that it does not compromise God's sovereignty or our responsibility to make the right choices. We are not told exactly how this works, but we may rejoice with confidence in God's foreknowledge and give Him all the honour for our salvation and sanctification.  Whichever way we may view God’s foreknowledge and election, it is always meant to comfort us.  This is clear from Peter’s inclusion of these doctrines in the introduction of this letter that was written to believers who were facing severe persecution. The sanctification of the Spirit here refers to a positional sanctification. It speaks of the complete separation unto God in His elective purposes (v. 1; 2 Thes. 2:13).  The Father elected according to His foreknowledge in eternity past and the Holy Spirit sanctifies us positionally in time when we obey Jesus Christ.  The gospel is quite often spoken of in the New Testament as something to be obeyed (Rom. 2:8; 2 Thes. 1:8).  Sprinkling with theblood of Jesus is figurative language and it speaks of all the benefits of the shed blood of Jesus reckoned to our account when we believe.  Benefits like forgiveness of sins, justification, a clean conscience and access to the throne of grace are in view here.  The blood of Jesus is, however, also the only door into all the other blessings of salvation.  We received our introduction into grace and peace when we believed and we stand in the grace of God (Rom. 5:2), but we also need to daily experience this grace and peace to live and enjoy the abundant life that Jesus promised (Jn. 10:10).  Therefore Peter asks that grace and peace may be multiplied to these troubled believers in Asia Minor.  God is able to multiply His grace and peace in our lives according to the demand of the situation.  This is a most comforting thought. / 

1Pe 1:3  Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his great mercy, he has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,

1Pe 1:4  to an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you,

1Pe 1:5  who by God's power are being guarded through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.

AT Link: Rom. 8v19 /Sien verse 7 en 13 / 
1Pe 1:6  In this you rejoice, though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been grieved by various trials,

for: 1Pe_4:7, 1Pe_5:10; 2Co_4:17/There is rejoicing in spite of grief. [AT] / See Barnes on 'if need be'. Interesting, but probably wrong. / If needs be is added to tell them if God deems it necessary they should know it is for a good reason. [AT] / "if necessary", that is if God deems it necessary.  This is added by the apostle in order to comfort the church in their trials by the knowledge that they were only going through these trials because God deemed it necessary and its goal is always a most precious tested faith and the glorification of God (v.7). / The Message (1 Peter 5:12) First Peter is a letter of encouragement (1 Peter 5:12). We have noted that the theme of suffering runs throughout the letter, but so also does the theme of glory (see 1 Peter 1:7–8, 11, 21; 2:12; 4:11–16; 5:1, 4, 10–11). /
1Pe 1:7  so that the tested genuineness of your faith--more precious than gold that perishes though it is tested by fire--may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ.

Sien verse 4 en 13 /
1Pe 1:8  Though you have not seen him, you love him. Though you do not now see him, you believe in him and rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and filled with glory,

2 Cor. 5v7 / 

1Pe 1:9  obtaining the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls.

Jas. 1v21 and 1v13 with Rom. 12v2.  The renewing of the mind, which is the leading part of the soul, has a lot to do with this ‘salvation of the soul’ spoken of here. / 

1 PETER 1V10-25
1Pe 1:10  Concerning this salvation, the prophets who prophesied about the grace that was to be yours searched and inquired carefully,

Albert: 1 PETER 1v10-12: 1. The salvation of our souls (v9) work entirely through grace (v10). The 'salvation of the soul' is a term signifying God's ultimate goal to display His glory through the earthen vessel. This portion is about rooting our marvelous salvation in the OT Scriptures. Peter shows that the OT authors and prophets were serving us when they inquired and wrote about the sufferings and glories of Christ. He shows that the OT and the proclamation of the NC are perfectly aligned and meant to astound believers and bring them to a strong and healthy faith. 2. Be astounded by this great salvation of which the Old and New Testament eloquently testify. 3. A Christian should be aware of the roots of his faith in the OT and be overwhelmed and grateful that he is standing in the midst of the fulfillment of these marvelous realities. 4. I should be much more awestruck by the Gospel and work out its implications carefully for the 'salvation of the soul', both mine and others'.  5. Study the 'salvation of the soul' in the light of the Gospel of grace and observe the connection between grace and glory. Then live, preach, and teach this reality with power and clarity. 6. Oh dear Father, we thank you that we may be partakers of such an astounding salvation that 'angels long to look into'. Please help us to be much more attentive to and grateful for this amazing grace.' /

This must be the salvation spoken of in v.9. Why is it directly linked with grace in Christ? Probably refers to the fact that the ultimate goal of salvation is eschatological. Hence we must place a greater emphasis on this and not just on regeneration. [AT] / Grace is always in Christ Jesus (the Person and time). [AT] /

1Pe 1:11  inquiring what person or time the Spirit of Christ in them was indicating when he predicted the sufferings of Christ and the subsequent glories.

Paraphrase: '...the Spirit of Christ working in them...' Christ was not yet in believers in the Old Covenant. [AT] / Cf. Rom. 8v9 - this makes it clear that the Spirit of Christ is the HS, here representing the Son. [AT] / There is no glory without suffering. We are in the era of the glories. Yet we have this treasure in earthen vessels. [AT] /

1Pe 1:12  It was revealed to them that they were serving not themselves but you, in the things that have now been announced to you through those who preached the good news to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven, things into which angels long to look.

AT Link: 1 Cor. 2v9-10; Col. 3v1-4. / This ministry comprises both the OT (prophets) and NT (apostles). [AT] / Not even revealed to angels, but to man. This indicates the profound identity, calling and destiny of man. [AT] / ANGELS LONG TO KNOW, PEOPLE SHOW LITTLE INTEREST Albert Theron “Blessed are your eyes, for they see, and your ears, for they hear.  For truly, I say to you, many prophets and righteous people longed to see what you see, and did not see it, and to hear what you hear, and did not hear it.“  Mt. 13:16-17   “It was revealed to them that they were serving not themselves but you, in the things that have now been announced to you through those who preached the good news to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven, things into which angels long to look.”  1 Pet. 1:12  Ons het die onuitspreeklike voorreg om in die ‘aangename jaar van die Here’ (Luk. 4:19) te leef. Vanuit God se perspektief is ons in die era wat die ‘volheid van die tyd’ (Gal. 4:4) genoem word.  God het sy Seun uit die hemel gestuur om ons oë oop te maak.  Die Vader het finaal en volledig gespreek deur sy Seun (Heb. 1:1).  Ons het die Bybel in ons eie taal.  Ons kan vryelik lees en delf in die Woord en ons het ‘n inwonende Leraar wat begeer om die dieptes van God vir ons te openbaar. “Maar soos geskrywe is: Wat die oog nie gesien en die oor nie gehoor en in die hart van ‘n mens nie opgekom het nie, wat God berei het vir die wat Hom liefhet.  Maar God het dit aan ons deur sy Gees geopenbaar, want die Gees ondersoek alle dinge, ook die dieptes van God.” (1 Kor. 2:9-10).  Wedergebore mense het ‘n verstommende geeskapasiteit om die dinge van God te verstaan en om onbeperk te groei in begrip en insig m.b.t. die koninkryk van God.  Hoekom is dit dan dat gelowiges vandag so traak-my-nie-agtig is oor dit wat in die hart van God leef oor Sy koninkryk en ons deel daaraan?  Hoekom maak mense stellings soos: “nog ‘n preek, lering of Bybelstudie, ai ek het al duisende gehoor en gedoen!”  Hoekom stel baie gelowiges dikwels min belang in enige lering wat nie hulle “eie lewe” prakties raak en dan sogenaamde “praktiese hulp” vir hulle kan bied nie?  (Let wel die Bybel gee wel baie praktiese lering oor die toepassing van ons rykdom in Christus en praktiese voorbeelde help ons dikwels om beter te verstaan.  Daar is dus geldige vrae oor die praktyk.  Dis nie waarna ek hier verwys nie.).  Is dit omdat ons so baie dinge het wat ons vermaak en ons aandag aflei dat ons nie ‘n honger het vir geestelike insig nie? Is dit omdat daar dalk baie “gelowiges” is vandag wat nie werklik wederbaar is nie, en daarom nie ‘n aptyt vir die dinge aangaande die Koning en Sy koninkryk het nie?  Is dit omdat ons geestelike peil so geweldig laag is vandag?  Miskien soek ons net wonderlike geestelike “ervarings” of dink ons dat lering en dieper insig grotendeels ‘n mors van tyd is en dat ons liewer moet uitgaan en ‘n verlore wêreld gaan bedien?  Is dit dalk omdat ons met baie van ons onskriftuurlike kerktradisies die Bybel die domein gemaak het van predikers, teoloë en die sogenaamde “slimkoppe” onder ons?  Is dit omdat ons te trots of bang is om te sê ‘ek weet nie, leer my asseblief’?  Of dalk te lui en “unteachable” om te leer en nou vaar ons maar uit teen ander wat delf in die Woord, want dis makliker as om te erken ons wil nie die moeite doen om self die Woord te begin ondersoek nie?  Dalk het ons ‘n heel verkeerde idee oor die doel van Bybelse kennis en insig en sien ons dit as ‘n middel tot die wen van debatte teen gelowiges wat anders dink as ons?  Of is dit omdat ons nie verstaan dat Bybelse kennis nie in die eerste plek ‘n kopkennis is nie, maar ‘n verhoudingskennis wat die Heilige Gees deur openbaring skenk aan die wat ‘n honger het vir die dieptes van God?  Die saak onder bespreking is nie een of ander teoretiese “pie in the sky” nie, maar is krities belangrik vir die mense van God.  Wat sou die rede(s) wees vir die huidige stand van sake?  Wat dink julle? / 

1Pe 1:13  Therefore, preparing your minds for action, and being sober-minded, set your hope fully on the grace that will be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ.

Sien verse 4 en 7 / Heb. 2v1-3 /
Albert: 1 PETER 1v13-21: 1. In the light of this great salvation announced to us by the apostles under authority of the Spirit, we have certain distinct responsibilities (response-abilities). Our responsibilities start with the mind! Cf. Rom. 12v2. We have to be alert and sober in mind, and do this in light of the grace being brought to us in Christ. Our hope must be set as an accurate sharpshooter's telescope on this enablement of God in Christ now and at His return. Peter calls for holy living based on holy fear as the only logical response to this marvelous and long-awaited Gospel. He reminds us furthermore that we were rescued from futility by the precious blood of Christ. 2. Responding to the Gospel with a sober mind and holy life. 3. A Christian should not be loose and careless in the light of this cosmic and powerful Gospel. We have a tremendous responsibility and we have the ability to respond with alert and sober minds and holy lives to the grace of God revealed in Christ. 4. I should take full control of my own mind under the guidance of the Spirit and bring it in subjection to the glorious Gospel. Our minds are like a canvas on which we decide what movie will show. We must continuously run the Gospel movie and then speak of what we see. I must make sure that all aspects of my life align with the glorious Gospel. 5. Study 'the salvation of the soul' in the light of the glory that we need to unveil in the here and now and at the return of Christ. Then obey what you see as you meditate on the implications of the Gospel. 6. Loving heavenly Father, thank You for such a great salvation! Empower us by the indwelling Spirit to respond to this Gospel in a way that is fully pleasing to You. Please show us where our lives do not align with the message of grace. Amen. /

AT Link: Rom. 12v2 and 1 Pet. 1v13 /
1Pe 1:14  As obedient children, do not be conformed to the passions of your former ignorance,

2Pe 1:4 AOV waardeur Hy ons die grootste en kosbare beloftes geskenk het, sodat julle daardeur deelgenote kan word van die goddelike natuur, nadat julle die verdorwenheid ontvlug het wat deur begeerlikheid in die wêreld is. / Rom 13:14 AOV Maar beklee julle met die Here Jesus Christus, en maak geen voorsorg vir die vlees om sy begeerlikhede te bevredig nie. /
1Pe 1:15  but as he who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct,
Rom. 12v1-2 / 
1Pe 1:16  since it is written, "YOU SHALL BE HOLY, FOR I AM HOLY."
(LEVITICUS 11:44,45; 19:2; 20:7). /

DIE VOLGORDE IS KRITIES BELANGRIK!  Soms hoor ons mense sê die Bybel is die "Handboek vir die lewe"; dit is die "Eienaar se Handleiding".  Dit leer ons m.a.w. hoe om te lewe volgens "die spesifikasies van die Skepper" wat ons gemaak het.  Dit is baie kosbaar en waar, maar is die Bybel primêr 'n boek wat ons leer hoe om te lewe?  Ek dink nie so nie.  Die Bybel is primêr 'n boek wat ons leer wie God is en dan wie ons is in Hom. Dááruit vloei die praktyk van ons lewens. Alles wat die Bybel ons leer oor 'n wyse en waardige lewe op aarde is 100% gebaseer op ons identiteit in Christus.   God vereis 'n heilige, regverdige en liefdevolle lewe van Sy skepsels omdat dit is wie Hý is en ons is geskape na Sý beeld en gelykenis. "En God het die mens geskape na sy beeld; na die beeld van God het Hy hom geskape; man en vrou het Hy hulle geskape." Genesis 1:27 Die Sondeval het natuurlik die skakel tussen ons en God gebreek en van ons gemaak wie ons nie is nie.  Wedergeboorte herstel die skakel en bring boonop die uiters belangrike ekstra dimensie van Christus wat in ons kom woon.  Daarom moet al die opdragte en oproepe tot 'n heilige lewe nou gelees word in die lig van wie God is en wie ons is in Hom.  "Omdat daar geskrywe is: Wees heilig, want Ek is heilig." 1 Petrus 1:16   Die kruis van Jesus is daarom ook nie net die basis vir vergifnis van sondes nie, maar die "swaard" van God wat ons afsny van alles wat ons nie is nie, sodat ons kan wees wie ons wel is in Christus. "Maar wat my betref, mag ek nooit roem nie, behalwe in die kruis van onse Here Jesus Christus, deur wie die wêreld vir my gekruisig is en ek vir die wêreld." Galasiërs 6:14   As jy weer 'n opdrag sien in die Bybel vra die vraag "wie is God en wie is ek"?  Dit werp 'n heel nuwe lig op die "spesifikasies van die Skepper". 'n Koning se seun of dogter verteenwoordig die Koning en moet optree soos Hy sou optree in elke situasie.  Onthou wie jy is en ook wie jy nie is nie. Onthou veral Wie in jou leef! [AT] / SECULARISATION OF THE SACRED OR SANCTIFICATION OF THE SECULAR: The radical nature of the New Covenant with its "invasion" of human life by the Son of God is meant to sanctify the secular, not secularise the sacred. In our time some Christian groups take a hold of grace and the fact that all believers are now priests by virtue of the indwelling Christ. They grasp the fact that we can no longer separate the secular and the sacred. But then, instead of seeing that God's purpose with this is to sanctify the secular, they secularise the sacred. They make no distinction between the holy and the profane. They take the gross and unrefined things of secular culture and drag it into the sacred temple of New Covenant realities. Instead we should take a hold of the 'culture' of the Triune God (see Jn. 17) and make sure that it permeates every aspect of our daily lives. [AT] / The Beauty of Holiness PSALMS 96:9  "Oh, worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness!  Tremble before Him all the earth." There is no other way to worship God, for the Scriptures say that He is three times holy.  In fact Revelation 4 verse 8 says that the four living creatures around the throne do not rest day or night, saying 'holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty'.  And so the Bible repeatedly tells us that the Lord our God can only be worshiped in holiness, because His basic character is exceedingly holy and separated from everything that is mundane and created.  The problem is where does that leave us? We are created, insignificant and in terms of the greater scheme of things nothing special, not one of us.  But praise God for the gospel of Jesus Christ!  God called us, washed us, recreated us and clothed us with righteousness and true holiness (Eph. 4:24).  This is the true position of every believer in Christ Jesus.  What a privilege to be able to approach God not on the basis of our own righteousness, but on the basis of the righteousness of Christ.  God is awesome and terrifyingly holy and therefore our text says 'tremble before Him all the earth'.  Understanding the holiness of God on the one hand and our position in Christ on the other will go a long way towards preparing our hearts for true worship.  It is necessary, however, for us to understand something of the inner workings of our own being in terms of the New Testament method of holiness.  Ephesians 4 verse 24 tells us to 'put on the new man', this man who was created in righteousness and true holiness.  How is this done?  It is effected primarily through the mind, because we are creatures who operate daily on the basis of mental input.  When we realize the full position of holiness given to us in the gospel it creates in us a sense of innocence and on that basis we may approach God.  Without this sense of innocence we will never be able to worship God in an acceptable way.  To be holy means to be completely separated unto God alone.  Once we begin to meditate on this reality our worship of God becomes spontaneous and unforced and the only true incentive to holy living is awakened in our heart. Quote of the Day:  "To the one who has been washed and cleansed there is nothing more beautiful than this innocence granted to us in Christ Jesus.  The Bible calls this the beauty of holiness." / 

1Pe 1:17  And if you call on him as Father who judges impartially according to each one's deeds, conduct yourselves with fear throughout the time of your exile,

AT Link: 1 Pet. 1v17 and Col. 3v25 / In the light of verses 18&19 this fear is not the fear of the law, but the fear because of grace given. Cf. Heb. 2v1 & Heb. 12 / Rom. 2v en Fil. 2v12 / 
1Pe 1:18  knowing that you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your forefathers, not with perishable things such as silver or gold,

1Pe 1:19  but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without blemish or spot.

1Pe 1:20  He was foreknown before the foundation of the world but was made manifest in the last times for the sake of you

Equivalent Expressions for the “Last Days” The “last days” (the day of salvation, 2 Cor. 6:2) have already come but the “last day” (the day of salvation and wrath, 1 Thess. 5:1–11) has not yet arrived. The following are equivalent expressions for the “last days” (the period of time between Jesus' death and resurrection and the final judgment). “the last days” Acts 2:17; 2 Tim. 3:1; Heb. 1:2; James 5:3 “the last hour” 1 John 2:18 “the last time” Jude 18 “the last times” 1 Pet. 1:20 /

1Pe 1:21  who through him are believers in God, who raised him from the dead and gave him glory, so that your faith and hope are in God.

1Pe 1:22  Having purified your souls by your obedience to the truth for a sincere brotherly love, love one another earnestly from a pure heart,

Rom. 12v / 

Albert: 1 PETER 1v22-25: 1. Peter is still emphasising the salvation of the soul. The soul can only be purified by our positive response to the Gospel. The moment we exercise our response-ability our souls are purified and the goal of this purification is a sincere and earnest love for the brothers. Love will remain when all else have failed (1 Cor. 13). The Word that we have been born of is incorruptible, as love is. Note the connection between the Word, the purification of the soul, and brotherly love. Our outward shell, the flesh, is corruptible and its glory fleeting, but our spirit is indwelt by the Word and incorruptible. THIS is the good news preached by the Apostles. 2.  Responding in faith to the incorruptible Gospel with a view to a sincere brotherly love from a purified soul. 3. A Christian should make sure that he responds in faith to the Gospel, that he understands the incorruptible nature of his regeneration, and that he takes perfect aim at brotherly love without which he will miss the goal of his salvation and the purification of his soul. 4. The Father is saying to me that His desire has always been for me to have a pure and childlike soul-life. One that is secure in the knowledge of a salvation that cannot be challenged by anything (Rom. 8v31-39) and one that aims constantly at practically loving the brethren. 5. Your spirit is perfect before God, but YOU have the response-ability to keep your soul-life pure at all times by your faith in the Gospel! Do it! Do not allow anything to defile your soul life. Stick to Phil. 4v8. In doing this you will bring healing and redemption not only to yourself, but also to those around you (1 Tim. 4v16). 6. Our dear Father, we are so aware of your desire to see us embrace the full implications of the Gospel. May we be obedient children, yielding fully to this glorious gospel, and not conforming ourselves to the former lusts. /

As we obey 'current light' we will experience a profound inner purity. /

1Pe 1:23  since you have been born again, not of perishable seed but of imperishable, through the living and abiding word of God;

1Pe 1:24  for "ALL FLESH IS LIKE GRASS AND ALL ITS GLORY LIKE THE FLOWER OF GRASS. THE GRASS WITHERS, AND THE FLOWER FALLS,
(ISAIAH 40:6-8). /
1Pe 1:25  BUT THE WORD OF THE LORD REMAINS FOREVER." And this word is the good news that was preached to you.

CHAPTER TWO

1 PETER 2V1-12

1Pe 2:1  So put away all malice and all deceit and hypocrisy and envy and all slander.

Albert: 1 Peter 2v1-3: 1. In the light of the Good News of the imperishable seed of the Word of God we need to respond by putting away everything that does not line up with the pure Gospel, in order to be an empty vessel for the partaking of the Word. It is only by the Word that we grow up to a full salvation of the soul. Our motivation remains the goodness of the Lord revealed in the Gospel. 2. Saved by the Word, now sanctified by the Word! 3. A Christian should at all times be so under the influence of God's goodness revealed in the Gospel that he would gladly put away all incongruent elements and long for the pure teaching that causes him to grow even more unto full maturity. 4. I must make sure that I maintain a complete faith in the GOODNESS of the Lord, so that THIS would keep inspiring me unto a pure life and a full embrace of the Word. 5. Meditate much on the goodness of the Lord and keep praising Him at all times and in all circumstances. 6. Father, please open my eyes to see the full measure of Your goodness and kindness revealed in the Gospel. /

AT Link: Rom. 12v1-2 & Jas. 1v21 // See BBC on verses 1-3. / Here we see repentance (v1) & faith (v2). Cf. Jas. 1v21, but also throughout NT. / 
1Pe 2:2  Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it you may grow up into salvation--

SPIRITUAL GROWTH THROUGH THE WORD OF GOD

Our generation does not want to take the time to allow the seed of the Word to grow in our hearts. We want an instant harvest and instant understanding.

I. Growth is an inner, invisible and not always immediately noticeable process. It also takes time!  

Mark 4v26-28; Luke 8v15; Eccl. 11v4-6 Questions: What should my attitude thus be with regards to the Word?  1. Patient continuance. 2. Keep on sowing.   3.Trust the seed.  Application: Are you patiently brooding over the Word? Like a broody hen keeping her eggs warm.

II. We have to get rid of the weeds in our hearts to make room for the Word to grow. 

Mark 4v19; 1 Pet. 1v23-2v2; Jas. 1v21; Prov. 4v23. 

Q: How do I get rid of the weeds?  Is there a time frame involved?

No time frame, immediately, but then also gradually as God reveals the heart by His Word. 

1. What I know right now. 2. What the Word reveals. 

A: Are you ruthless with the weeds in your heart that stifle the Word? God loves you and He loves that Harvest! You should also love it and consider it to be precious!

III. We have to meditate on the Word and be immersed in it. 

Ps. 1v1-2 ; Josh. 1v8; Jas. 1v25 ; Col. 3v16; 2 Tim. 2v7. 

Q:What does this mean practically? 

I have to read systematically and also meditate continually and think biblically. But also speak and share the Word with other believers

A: Are you reading the Word systematically, meditating daily and thinking about all things in terms of what the Word says about it? Are you speaking the Word in your home, small groups, etc.

IV. We have to apply the Word. 

Mt. 7v24-27.; Jas. 1v22-25. 

Q: How does the Bible describe this process of obedience? How does this work practically in my life?

Illustration of baking a cake. As we do precisely what the Word says we will see its results and taste its fruit. We will also be assisted in remembering the Word as we see the practical results.

A: Are you diligent to take PRACTICAL steps to apply the Word in EVERY area of your life?

V. We have to share the Word with others. Deut. 6v4-7; Col. 3v16b; Acts 5v20.  How does this work practically in today''s life? Where does the sharing begin? 

It begins in your family and then the church.

A: Is the Word of God the first thing on your lips in every situation and are you sharing it with other people; especially with your family and the household of faith?

QUESTIONS THE HOLY SPIRIT IS ASKING US

1: Are you patiently brooding over the Word?

2: Are you ruthless with the weeds in your heart? 

3: Are you reading the Word systematically, meditating daily and thinking about all matters in terms of what the Word says about it? 

4: Are you diligent to take PRACTICAL steps to apply the Word in EVERY area of your life?

5: Is the Word of God the first thing on your lips in every situation and are you sharing it with other people; especially with your family and the household of faith? [AT] / 
1Pe 2:3  if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good.

1Pe 2:4  As you come to him, a living stone rejected by men but in the sight of God chosen and precious,

Albert: 1 Peter 2v4-8: 1. Peter immediately connects the 'growing up to salvation', i.e. the salvation of the soul with God's eternal purpose. Here we see that Peter was well acquianted with God's eternal purpose. He reveals that the purpose of our justification and even our sanctification (v1) is to 'come to Christ' the living cornerstone and be built up as a spiritual house where the Father is well pleased with the sacrifices of love. He contrasts the preciousness of our faith, in the midst of persecution, with the terrifying stumbling of those who reject Christ the cornerstone. Those who reject Christ are appointed by divine fiat to also then stumble and fall in a damning disobedience. Cf. this portion with Eph. 2v28-22. 2. 'Being built up as a spiritual house in the midst of rejection and persecution' OR 'the goal of the salvation of the soul'. 3. A Christian should be acutely aware of the great purpose of God with the salvation of his soul, and thus not be disheartened by the rejection of religion. We should realise that the spiritual stones are rejected by religious people. If they rejected the cornerstone, they will also reject the other living stones, because they want to build their own buildings for their own glory. 4. Be encouraged by this wonderful word, Albert. Be a builder of God's spiritual house. Aim for this with everything that is in you! Even though this house cannot be seen with the physical eye, it is real and it is precious! Build! 5. Meditate on and memorise this portion and apply it diligently in life and ministry. 6. Father, I thank you for this living temple that we are a part of and that we have the privilege of building with Christ. He builds His church, but we are co-workers. Enable us by the Spirit to be absolutely faithful in this most important venture of all! Amen. / 
1Pe 2:5  you yourselves like living stones are being built up as a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.
Eph. 2v19-22 / The holy priesthood is the spiritual house. In the New Testament three Greek words are used in relation to the priests: hierosune, referring to the priestly office, as in Heb. 7:12; hierateia, referring to the priestly service, as in Heb. 7:5; and hierateuma, referring to the assembly of priests, a body of priests, a priesthood, as in this verse and v. 9. The coordinated body of priests is the built-up spiritual house. Although Peter did not address his two Epistles to the church or use the term church in this verse in stressing the corporate life of the believers, he did use the terms spiritual house and holy priesthood to indicate the church life. It is not the spiritual life lived in an individualistic way, but the spiritual life lived in a corporate way, that can fulfill God’s purpose and satisfy His desire. He wants a spiritual house for His dwelling, a priestly body, a priesthood, for His service. Peter’s view concerning the believers’ corporate service in coordination is the same as Paul’s in Rom. 12. This service issues from the three vital steps in the spiritual life: being born anew (v. 2a), growing in life by being nourished with Christ (v. 2b), and being built up with the believers. (1 Peter 2:5, footnote 7 on, priesthood, Recovery Version Bible) /
1Pe 2:6  For it stands in Scripture: "BEHOLD, I AM LAYING IN ZION A STONE, A CORNERSTONE CHOSEN AND PRECIOUS, AND WHOEVER BELIEVES IN HIM WILL NOT BE PUT TO SHAME."
(ISAIAH 28:16). /
1Pe 2:7  So the honor is for you who believe, but for those who do not believe, "THE STONE THAT THE BUILDERS REJECTED HAS BECOME THE CORNERSTONE,"
(PSALM 118:22). / 1 Kor. 1v23-24 / 
1Pe 2:8  and "A stone of stumbling, and a rock of offense." THEY STUMBLE BECAUSE THEY DISOBEY THE WORD, AS THEY WERE DESTINED TO DO.
(ISAIAH 8:14). /

1Pe 2:9  But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.

1 Joh. 1v4 /

Albert: 1 Peter 2v9-10: 1. Peter is still speaking of our position and calling. In contrast to those who do not believe we are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, and a holy nation. How marvelous our position and identity in Christ. We are a whole new race of people. We have been bought by the blood of Jesus in order to possessed by God. It is because of the possessed life that we can reflect God's virtues. Even though we were not a people, NOW we are THE people of God. After giving us the vision of the living temple (vss 4-8), Peter works out the implications. 2. Our high calling to express the virtues of the living God. 3. A Christian should know his identity and calling in Christ. Without this knowledge we could never express God via the possessed life. Hence it is absolutely crucial. 4. I should be very very grateful for having been marked out and identified in Christ with others to be a new and holy nation for the expression of God's glory. 5. Memorise these two verses and make them one of your favourite designations of the church! Use them in sermons and teaching. They are precious and important, even crucial, for the fulfillment of our calling as the church. 6. Father, I thank you that you took us out of the lostness of having no identity or calling and brought us into the realm of purpose and permanent blessing so that we may proclaim your virtues. Not only by what we say, but by what you have made us by the Gospel. May our faith response be most pleasing to You, dear Father. Amen. /

JY IS NOU OOK ‘N PRIESTER! “Maar julle is ‘n uitverkore geslag, ‘n koninklike priesterdom, ‘n heilige volk, ‘n volk as eiendom verkry, om te verkondig die deugde van Hom wat julle uit die duisternis geroep het tot sy wonderbare lig.” 1 Petrus 2:9 In die Ou Testament het net die stam van Levi priesterdiens verrig en met die heilige dinge van die tempel gewerk.  Die res van Israel het hulle dag tot dag lewens as’t ware “op ‘n afstand” van die tempel gelei.  In die Nuwe Testament is álle dissipels van Jesus egter priesters en werk daagliks met die heilige dinge van die tempel, want ons is “in Christus” en Hy in ons.  Ons sit saam met Hom in hemelse plekke en ons lewe is saam met Hom verborge in God.  Nie net ons diens nie, maar onsself is afgesonder vir God!  Daarom word ons “heiliges” genoem in die Nuwe Testament en het ons ook die onuitspreeklike voorreg om God se tempel te wees waarin Hy woon (1 Kor. 6:19; Gal. 2:20).  Vir wedergebore mense bestaan daar dus nie meer so iets soos ‘n sekulêre lewe van Maandag tot Saterdag en ‘n geestelike lewe op ‘n Sondag nie.  Elke dag, ja selfs elke oomblik, is ons in die teenwoordigheid van God en verwag Hy van ons om priesterdiens te verrig in alles wat ons sê en doen.  Al het ons verslkillende funksies in die gemeente, bestaan daar ook nie vir ons so iets soos predikante, dominees, pastore en ouderlinge wat op ‘n spesiale manier priesterdiens verrig nie.  Nee, ons is in werklikheid almal priesters.  Die funksies verskil, maar die werklikheid van ons afsondering vir God in Sy heilige teenwoordigheid is vir ons almal presies dieselfde onder ‘n Nuwe Verbond.  Dit is tyd dat ons as gemeente van die Here wakker word en begin leef in ons roeping.  Waar jy ookal beweeg is jy ‘n priester-ingenieur, ‘n priester-besigheidsman, ‘n priester-huisvrou, ‘n priester-trokbestuurder, ‘n priester-argitek, ensovoorts.  Op Sondae vergader ons as ‘n gemeente van priesters om saam die heerlikheid van God te beleef, nie om terug te sit en te kyk hoe een “priester” (pastoor/dominee) funksioneer nie.  Ons bring almal wanneer ons vergader heilige offers (Rom. 12:1; Fil. 4:18; Heb. 13:15), hef heilige hande op, en spreek heilige gebede en woorde in God se teenwoordigheid; indien nie almal hoorbaar nie, dan wel in ons harte.  [AT] /  ROYAL PRIESTHOOD “Ask me and I will tell you some remarkable secrets about what is going to happen here.” JEREMIAH33:3 As you pray for God’s great mercies to be granted, take with you these thoughts: (1) The infinite willingness of God to bless. His very nature is a pledge of it. He delights in mercy. He waits to be gracious. His promises and the experience of His saints assure us of it. (2) Why then is the blessing delayed? In creating man with a free will and making him a partner in the rule of the earth, God limited Himself. He made Himself dependent on what man would do. Man by his prayer would hold the measure of what God could do in blessing. (3) Think of how God is hindered and disappointed when His children seldom pray. The weak church, the lack of the power of the Holy Spirit, is all because of the lack of prayer. How different would be the state of the church and of the world if God’s people were to unceasingly call on Him! (4) Yet God has blessed—just up to the measure of the faith and the zeal of His people. If He has thus blessed our weak prayers, what will He do if we yield ourselves wholly to a life of intercession? (5) This is a call to repentance and confession! Our lack of consecration has held back God’s blessing from the world. He was ready to save, but we were not willing for the sacrifice of a wholehearted devotion to Christ and His service. /
1Pe 2:10  Once you were not a people, but now you are God's people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.

Efes. 2v12 /
1Pe 2:11  Beloved, I urge you as sojourners and exiles to abstain from the passions of the flesh, which wage war against your soul.

Albert: 1 Peter 2v11-12: 1. Now Peter begins to speak of our response-ability in the light of our exalted position and identity. He urges us as those who are no longer belonging to this fallen world, to not allow the passions of this present evil age to dictate our behaviour in any way. These war against our transformation in soul. 2. The Gospel demands abstinence and honorable conduct among the Gentiles. 3. A Christian should be aware 24/7 of his status as sojourned in this world and hence deny all passions of the flesh. A Christian should at all times be aware that there are watching eyes in this fallen world and hence act honorably and in line with the Gospel at all times. 4. I must maintain the sojourning mindset at all timed and let it govern my actions in this fallen world. 5. Think and act as an ambassador and prince, with dignity and honour at all times. Let your soul (mid, emotions and will) embrace your spirit-identity and manifest it regally in this fallen world. 6. Father, we are your ambassador-sons in this fallen world. Please remind us of this constantly by Your ever-present Spirit. Amen. / VREEMDELINGE MET 'N VERSKIL Met die vleeswording van Jesus 2 000 jaar gelede het die koninkryk van God kragtig in ons tyd en ruimte 'n verskyning gemaak en van daardie tyd af gaan die oproep uit na alle mense om hulle te bekeer en die goeie nuus van verlossing persoonlik toe te eien. Die boodskap was nooit bedoel om net 'n kaartjie hemel toe te wees wat ek eenmalig ontvang en daarna gaan ek aan met 'n onverloste lewe nie. Ons is nie net gered om hemel toe te gaan nie, maar om in die hier-en-nou van ons lewens die heerlikhede van die hemel te begin beleef.  As dissipels van Jesus is ons lewens ook bedoel om 'n vertoonvenster te wees van die onsigbare werklikheid van die hemel. "Julle is die lig van die wêreld. ‘n Stad wat bo-op ‘n berg lê, kan nie weggesteek word nie." Mattheüs 5:14  Aan die ander kant maak die Nuwe Testament dit ook baie duidelik dat ons nie moet leef vír die tydelike nie, maar juis vanuit ons hoop op 'n nuwe hemel en aarde heilig moet leef ín die tydelike.  In die boek Handelinge sien ons verstommende wonderwerke en deurbrake in die hier-en-nou, maar dit het nooit die apostels se boodskap verander nie, dat ons uitgered word uit die teenwoordige bose wêreld (Gal. 1:4) om voorberei te word vir 'n nuwe hemel en aarde.  Ons belewenis van die "kragte van die toekomstige wêreld" (Heb 6:5)  is nie bedoel om ons so gemaklik te maak op hierdie aarde dat ons, ons sig op die nuwe hemel en aarde verloor nie.  Maar ons moet ook nie so gefokus wees op die ewigheid dat ons die kragtige werkinge van die Heilige Gees in ons hede misken, of selfs ontken, nie.  Ja, ons bly " bywoners  en vreemdelinge" (1 Pet. 2:11) op hierdie aarde, maar vreemdelinge met 'n verskil. Ons is mense wat kan getuig van 'n verlossing van ons ou sondige lewe en ook van 'n God wat teenwoordig is by ons en in ons in die hier-en-nou van ons lewens.  [AT] /

1Pe 2:12  Keep your conduct among the Gentiles honorable, so that when they speak against you as evildoers, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day of visitation.

Mt. 5v14-16 / They are no longer Gentiles per se (v10), but the people of God. / THE VALUE OF CHRISTIAN INTEGRITY Matthew 5:16  Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven. 1 Peter 2:12  Maintain good conduct among the Gentiles, so that in case they speak against you as wrongdoers, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day of visitation. How sorely needed these words are in the times in which we are living.  Integrity has become a rare word in Christian circles, almost as if it is the domain of those who need to ‘justify their existence’ and not us Christians who have ‘already been forgiven’.  It seems as if we think that unbelievers need integrity, but we only need forgiveness.  This is a profound misunderstanding of grace and has done incalculable damage to the gospel.  We cannot hold others responsible for our own mistakes and then on top of that expect them to understand our falsely applied dictum that we ‘live by grace and not by works’.  The grace of God is not a convenient escape from our responsibilities in the marketplace where we live and work.  The grace of God instead enables us to live a life of the highest integrity.  The word integrity is defined by the Concise Oxford Dictionary as ‘wholeness, soundness, uprightness, honesty, veracity, and reliability’.  When we give our word it should be backed by our life, a life in Christ.  When we deal with people it should be with total honesty and respect even though they may be unbelievers.  In fact, we should be willing to rather incur loss than to dishonour the Name of Christ.  Sometimes we think that the Christian life is lived in the church building on a Sunday morning, but actually the real test is at the office on Monday morning.  There is no possible excuse for businessmen who call themselves ‘born again’ and then subsequently lie and cheat and break their word.  We have no right to use the Name of Christ if we are not willing to live by the standards which that Name demand.  Those who use the Name of Christ and thus become His ambassadors in this world had better be very careful of the way they act before unbelievers, or else rather first show that they are children of the Most High by their moral conduct and then witness to the fact.  May God be merciful to those who think they can use His grace for their own purposes and shame His Name in the process. We should not be under the illusion that a life of integrity always comes easily.  To live a life of integrity requires dedication, sacrifice and sometimes pain, but this is where we may lean on the indwelling Christ to dispense His virtue through us by the power of the Holy Spirit.  Once we have made that decision to stand by our word even if it is to our disadvantage, we will know the satisfaction of the smile of our Father acknowledging that His light has indeed shone through us in that instant.  The church is in dire need of Christian men and women who will keep their word, pay their dues, stand up for what is right and who will live by the highest standards without expecting from others what they do not even demand of themselves.  A man is known by his integrity or lack of it and ‘a good name is to be chosen rather than great riches’ (Prov. 22:1).  Even if you have failed miserably in this area, remember that God can restore if you will repent. Quote of the Day:  ‘We have to guard against the extreme of abusing the grace of God just as vigorously as against the extreme of ignoring the grace of God.’ /

1 PETER 2V13-25
1Pe 2:13  Be subject for the Lord's sake to every human institution, whether it be to the emperor as supreme,

Albert: 1 Pet. 2v13-17: 1. Now Peter says more specifically that 'honorable conduct among the Gentiles' includes 'being subject to every human institution', specifically 'for the Lord's sake'. Peter explains the role of human government and then exhorts believers to be submissive, to honour people, and to do good, so that ignorant people may be silenced. He also brings in the theme of Christian freedom and then explains that we have been freed in order to be love-slaves of God. He then gives some staccato instructions similar to the way Paul does in some instances (cf. 1 Thes. 5v16-22). Sidenote: Peter is speaking to Gentiles and yet he distinguishes them from the 'Gentiles'. As the new creation we are no longer 'Jew' or 'Gentile'. We are the church of God, a whole new species. Also note that the church is not a 'human institution'. Hence there authority is spiritual, not official. Only Jesus, as Head of the church, has official authority in the church. 2. Submit to human institutions for the Lord's sake. 3. A Christian should submit to human government for the Lord's sake. Our conduct in the world should be above reproach. We should even go beyond mere compliance and do good in order to silence ignorant people who are looking for excuses to not obey the gospel. We should never use our freedom as a cover-up for evil, but rather be obedient as those who serve God with total abandon to His will. We should be blameless in our conduct. 4. Make sure that you always have an attitude of godly submission towards human government and officials. Honour people for the role that God has given them in an ordered human society. Be very careful to not abuse your Christian freedom in any way. 5. Obey the law of the land, even in small things. Allow the HS to minister to you in these areas of your life on earth. 6. Father, we thank you that you make it possible for us to live in an ordered society. Enable us by the indwelling Christ to be submissive and honouring of human government and to not abuse our freedom in any way. Amen. /

1Pe 2:14  or to governors as sent by him to punish those who do evil and to praise those who do good.

1Pe 2:15  For this is the will of God, that by doing good you should put to silence the ignorance of foolish people.

1Pe 2:16  Live as people who are free, not using your freedom as a cover-up for evil, but living as servants of God.

Joh_8:32-36; Rom_6:18, Rom_6:22; 1Co_7:22; Gal_5:1, Gal_5:13; Jam_1:25, Jam_2:12; 2Pe_2:19 /

1Pe 2:17  Honor everyone. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the emperor.

1Pe 2:18  Servants, be subject to your masters with all respect, not only to the good and gentle but also to the unjust.
Albert: 1 Peter 2v18-20: 1. Peter continues to speak of submission. He instructs servants to be respectful and submissive to good and unjust masters. The gospel gives us the profound consciousness of God that enables us to suffer unjustly. There is always glory in such suffering. God sees it and supplies more grace to such ones. Their reward is great in heaven. 2. God-consciousness enables us to suffer injustice. 3. A Christian should be conscious of God's person, presence, and power at all times. A Christian should be submissive and patiently endure suffering in situations where he cannot legally withdraw. To endure when we are punished because of sin does not glorify God, but when we do good and are punished, this glorifies God. We should always look for opportunities to glorify God in the midst of suffering. This is a great gospel testimony. 4. Be more aware of God's presence. Position your heart in such a way in the light of the Gospel that you would be willing to suffer unjustly in order to glorify our great and loving God. 5. Take specific steps to fill your consciousness with God. Position your heart before the gospel and meditate on the suffering of saints in the Bible (Heb. 11) and throughout history in order to be prepared for the glory of unjust suffering. Keep in mind at all times that all suffering must be endured in the light of the 'city' that we see as our reward (Heb. 11v10, 16). 6. Father, please make us more aware of your person, presence, and power in and around us. Strengthen us by your indwelling Spirit to have a mind to suffer for Your glory. Open our eyes to see the city of God much more clearly! Amen. / NB Note hence that the argument cannot be used, I'll submit when there is gentleness & love. / 
1Pe 2:19  For this is a gracious thing, when, mindful of God, one endures sorrows while suffering unjustly.

1Pe 2:20  For what credit is it if, when you sin and are beaten for it, you endure? But if when you do good and suffer for it you endure, this is a gracious thing in the sight of God.

1Pe 2:21  For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you might follow in his steps.

Albert: 1 Pet. 2v21-25: 1. The basic message in this portion is that we have a wondeful model in Christ, who showed us by His life and death how to endure suffering for the sake of others. He suffered for our sake, and we should suffer for others in order to show them the bounty of God's grace. Jesus died for us in order to bring us to a place where we would be able to live to righteousness, even as He did! In this whole process we have the privilege of knowing that Jesus is our 'Shepherd and Overseer' and He cares for the condition of our souls at all times. 2. Jesus is our Model, Shepherd, and Overseer in all our suffering for righteousness to be manifested on the cursed earth. 3. A Christian should follow in the steps of the One who suffered for us. We should not revile or threatened when we are unjustly put under pressure by others. Instead, we should commit it all to the Father. We should be acutely aware of the salvation in Christ and His loving care and oversight in the midst of our suffering. At the same time we should know that this salvation is meant to bring us to a place where we would realise that we have 'died to sins' in order that we would now live to see righteousness realised on this earth. Glory manifested in an earthly vessel! Hallelujah! 4. I need to behold Jesus more in His suffering, so that I may be RADICALLY inspired by the example of the Suffering Servant. I need to know Jesus more intimately in the way that Phil. 3v10 speaks of. 5. Look at the prophecies of Jesus in the OT, the Messianic Psalms, and then the fulfillment in the new. Meditate on this often and observe how Jesus lived on this earth. Be very aware that in all this He is the indwelling Shepherd and Overseer of your soul. Personal and intimate care is granted to you in the gospel. 6. Dear Father, how we thank You for this great salvation in the Son. Empower us by the Spirit in us to SEE Jesus clearly in His suffering and to then follow His example faithfully. Open our eyes to be much more aware of the One who Shepherds us and oversees our souls at all times and in so many wonderful ways. Amen / hupogrammos (only one occurrence in NT) Thayer Definition: 1) a writing copy, including all the letters of the alphabet, given to beginners as an aid in learning to draw them 2) an example set before one / Third aspect of the cross, we have all been called to present participation in his death. [AT] / LIFE AND EXAMPLE JOHN 13:15  "For I have given you an example, that you should do as I have done to you." 1 PETER 2:21  "For to this you were called, because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that you should follow His steps." There is in the New Testament a clear injunction for us to follow closely the example that Jesus has set for us.   Even though this is biblical, it is yet inadequate, for the New Testament has much more to say about Jesus who became our life than Jesus who set us an example.  Our following of Christ should thus be based solely on His life that dwells in us.  If you try to follow the example of Jesus without the knowledge of the exchanged life (Gal. 2:20) you will surely end up frustrated and condemned, for no human being can ever be like Jesus apart from the power of His life working effectively in that person.  It is, moreover, also important to not reverse the order of these two Christian imperatives.  Everything in the Christian life starts with the reality of the indwelling Christ.  Once we have grasped the principle of Christ working in and through us we may then consider what Jesus would have done in various situations.  We have to add, however, that the matter of individual personality must also be considered.  God has given everyone of us a unique personality and He will never violate what he has made us to be. Christ had a specific task and mission in history as Jesus of Nazareth.  Likewise God has a unique mission for each of us to fulfill. The true following of Jesus will therefore always be along moral and practical lines and not a specific imitation of every detail in the life of Jesus. Quote of the Day:  "We must never reverse the order of life and example in terms of our relationship with Christ in the discipleship process." / 
1Pe 2:22  He committed no sin, neither was deceit found in his mouth.

1Pe 2:23  When he was reviled, he did not revile in return; when he suffered, he did not threaten, but continued entrusting himself to him who judges justly.

'threaten' - see Eph. 6v9 / This should be our attitude in the experience of death. [AT] /

1Pe 2:24  He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to righteousness. By his wounds you have been healed.

Rom. 6v14 en verder / Let baie mooi op hier dat Petrus van sondes en sonde praat.  Dit is dus die konteks van "genesing deur Sy wonde".  Daar is geen sprake van fisiese genesing nie, alhoewel dit waarskynlik in 'n sekondere sin ingesluit is. [AT] /
1Pe 2:25  For you were straying like sheep, but have now returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls.

CHAPTER THREE

1 PETER 3V1-12
1Pe 3:1  Likewise, wives, be subject to your own husbands, so that even if some do not obey the word, they may be won without a word by the conduct of their wives,

Albert: 1 Pet. 3v1-7: 1. Peter continues with the theme of submission. The Christian life is characterised on this fallen earth by a meek submission. Peter says that wives should be subject to their own husbands, living such a gentle and Christlike life that disobedient husbands can be won without words. Wives are given a specific list of things that characterise this kind of life. It is pure, filled with godly fear, not vain and outwardly focused, but focused rather on the beauty of the inner qualities like meekness and quietness of spirit. This is very precious in the sight of God. Peter then gives an example of such a wife. Sarah is the mother of all those who act like her. Then Peter also addresses husbands and tells them that their leadership should be gentle. They should live with their wives in an understanding way. They are fellow heirs of God's grace and should be honoured as such. Failure to recognise this can hinder a man's prayers. 2. The meek and quiet married life sponsored by the gospel. 3. A Christian wife should be submissive, have a quiet spirit, pure, godly, not vain or ostentatious, meek, and good. A Christian husband should be considerate, wise, honouring of his wife, and fair. He should also be aware that unfair and harsh treatment of his wife could be a major hindrance in his prayer life. 4. Make sure that you have the gentle and Christlike attitude required of a Christian husband who lives in obedience to the life of Christ in him. Be aware that your wife is weaker than you and need to be shown grace even as God shows you grace as the weaker party. 5. Study the meekness and godliness that stand out in this passage like deep and quiet spiritual waters that should ever run as a vein through the married life. 6. Father, please enlighten and empower Corne and myself by your Spirit so that we may see the nature of the Christ-life in us and the way it should be expressed in our marriage. Amen. /

1Pe 3:2  when they see your respectful and pure conduct.

1Pe 3:3  Do not let your adorning be external--the braiding of hair and the putting on of gold jewelry, or the clothing you wear--

NT TEACHING ABOUT THE PLACE AND ROLE OF WOMEN: 1 Cor. 11v1-16; 1 Cor. 14v33-36; 1 Tim. 2v8-15; 1 Tim. 5v1-16; 1 Peter 3v1-6; Eph. 5v22-24, 33; Col. 3:18; Titus 2v3-5; Acts 2v17; Gal. 3v26-28; Rom. 16v1-2, 6; 12.  / 

1Pe 3:4  but let your adorning be the hidden person of the heart with the imperishable beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which in God's sight is very precious.

THREE MODES OF WOMANHOOD FOR CHRISTIAN WOMEN: 1. The Independent Western woman: this is standard fare for most Christian women in the West. You know there are Scriptures abt submission to your husband, but practically they have zero application in your home. You simply find ways to excuse your lack of submission through arbitrary judgments with regard to your husband’s attitude and behaviour that make obedience superfluous. 2. The Sulking Puppet: You are somehow persuaded that you need to begin to obey the Word of God, but you do it in a robotlike fashion without any emotion or feeling, grudgingly accepting this "ridiculous plan" of God to keep peace in the home. 3. The Gentle and Pliant woman whose meek and quiet spirit of submission, with joy in obedience, is a profound blessing in the home and a powerful influence in the kingdom of God (cf. 1 Tim. 2b). [AT] / 

1Pe 3:5  For this is how the holy women who hoped in God used to adorn themselves, by submitting to their own husbands,

1Pe 3:6  as Sarah obeyed Abraham, calling him lord. And you are her children, if you do good and do not fear anything that is frightening.

1Pe 3:7  Likewise, husbands, live with your wives in an understanding way, showing honor to the woman as the weaker vessel, since they are heirs with you of the grace of life, so that your prayers may not be hindered.

See Jn. 15v16./ These 'prayers being hindered' probably refers to family prayers. / 

1Pe 3:8  Finally, all of you, have unity of mind, sympathy, brotherly love, a tender heart, and a humble mind.

Albert: 1 Pet. 3v8-13: 1. Peter ends his exhortation towards an excellent and Christlike life in the world, that started in 2v11, with this general instruction for daily life. The basic message is that we can in Christ now live a life of blessing others in an attitude of gentleness even when they malign and revile us. Our entire life is under the eyes of God who rewards righteousness and punishes unrighteousness, and should be lived with this truth in mind. 2. A meek and gentle life that pleases God. 3. A Christian should be meek, gentle, humble, and have a sweet reasonableness towards others. We should not revile or seek revenge, but rather bless because we have been so richly blessed when all we deserved was the curse. We should speak words of life and not speak evil of those who revile us. We should not only seek peace with others, but even PURSUE it. We should know that God watches all our conduct carefully. 4. Study the gentleness and meekness of Jesus and follow His example. 5. Read this passage and pray for the attitude of Jesus every time others harm you and revile you. Return to these passages in 1 Peter as often as you are under pressure from those who persecute you. 6. Dear Father, enlighten and empower us by the Spirit to be reminded of the lessons in this passage and to so give our bodies and minds to Christ that he would live again the lamblike life through us. Amen /

M /Tenderhearted means having a heart sensitive to the needs and feelings of others. It refuses to turn cold, callous, or cynical in spite of abuse. / 
1Pe 3:9  Do not repay evil for evil or reviling for reviling, but on the contrary, bless, for to this you were called, that you may obtain a blessing.

1Pe 3:10  For "Whoever desires to love life and see good days, let him keep his tongue from evil and his lips from speaking deceit;

Jakobus 1 en 3 / These words of Peter are not original; they are a quotation from the Book of Psalms. /
1Pe 3:11  let him turn away from evil and do good; let him seek peace and pursue it.

1Pe 3:12  For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous, and his ears are open to their prayer. But the face of the Lord is against those who do evil."

1 PETER 3V13-22
1Pe 3:13  Now who is there to harm you if you are zealous for what is good?

1Pe 3:14  But even if you should suffer for righteousness' sake, you will be blessed. Have no fear of them, nor be troubled,

Albert: 1 Pet. 3v14-17 Peter continues to show that the nature of the Christian life on this cursed earth is a lamblike gentleness and purity and if we should suffer for righteousness we should do so without fear and with the knowledge that we are blessed in Christ. He exhorts us to be always ready to also speak of the hope that is in is, but to do it with gentleness and a good conscience. 2. Always be ready to suffer with dignity and without fear, and ready to speak of the hope of the gospel with gentleness. 3. A Christian should know that he is blessed in spite of suffering. We should rather suffer for the good than for doing evil. We should not fear or be trouble when we suffer. Instead we should hold firm onto Christ and be ready to speak of Him in us as the hope of glory (Col. 1v27). Hallelujah! This speaking should, however always be with gentleness and respect and with a pure conscience. This spiritual character of your testimony will then put to shame your opponents as you overcome evil with good (Rom. 12v21). 4. Albert, testify to, preach and teach the GOSPEL of Christ with the LIFE of Christ. It is shameful to preach the gospel of Christ with your 'own independent life'. The gospel must be accompanied with a lamblike life, ready to suffer for righteousness so that others may be blessed by its benefits. 5.  Study how to testify of the hope of the gospel with gentleness, respect, and a good conscience. Thus the powerful gospel will be animated by a powerful life, namely the life of Christ Himself. 6. Dear Father, may we truly allow Christ to live His lamb-life in and through us so that our gospel preaching will be powerful! Amen /

1Pe 3:15  but in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and respect,

DIE HEILIGE RUIMTE "Maar heilig die Here God in julle harte..." 1 Pet. 3:15a "But have reverence for Christ in your hearts, and honor him as Lord." 1 Pet. 3:15a (GNT) Daar is 'n heilige ruimte in die wese van elke mens wat deur God self geskep is.  Ons is deur God 'kunstig geweef in die moederskoot' (Ps. 139) op so 'n manier dat ons 'n binnewêreld het wat in werklikheid onder ons eie bestuur staan.  In daardie heilige ruimte wat die Bybel 'die hart' noem word al die groot besluite van jou lewe geneem.  God verwag van ons om daardie binnewêreld rein te hou en reg te bestuur onder die invloed van Sy Gees.  Daarom gee Hy ons die opdrag 'Bewaak jou hart meer as alles wat bewaar moet word, want daaruit is die oorspronge van die lewe' (Spr. 4:23).  Pasop wat jy toelaat om in te kom in die heilige ruimte van jou hart!  Jou hele lewe en toekoms hang daarvan af.  Maak seker dat net dit wat 'waar, eerbaar, regverdig, rein, lieflik, en loflik' (Fil. 4:8) is daar 'n tuiste kry.  Onder leiding van die Heilige Gees kán jy jou eie hart bestuur, want Gód sê jy kán.  Lees ook Matt. 12:34-35 en 15:18-20. [AT] / 
1Pe 3:16  having a good conscience, so that, when you are slandered, those who revile your good behavior in Christ may be put to shame.

1Pe 3:17  For it is better to suffer for doing good, if that should be God's will, than for doing evil.

1Pe 3:18  For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, that he might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive in the spirit,

Fil. 3v10b /
Albert: 1 Peter 3v18-22: 1. Peter shows that Christ suffered as a Righteous One for the unrighteous. He makes a clear distinction between suffering in the flesh and victory in the spirit to inspire us to not be overcome by the natural, but ever keep our spiritual identity and destiny in mind. He then gives detail about the victory of Christ, reminds us about our water baptism and finally proclaims the Lordship of Christ in order to encourage us. Cf. Eph. 1v20-23. 2. Christ the ultimate example of victory through suffering. 3. A Christian should constantly keep the example of Christ in the forefront of his mind and know that our salvation was and is wrought in a historical and cosmic setting. There are types and anitypes involved much greater than the individual. Nevertheless they directly involve us. We should be aware of the victory and Lordship of Christ. 4. Make a radical distinction between flesh and spirit. Do not be distracted into a fleshly battle with people and circumstances, but rather be ACUTELY aware of the cosmic victory of Christ and let youe heart and mind dwell there in the heavenlies! 5. Immerse yourself totally in the Gospel and in praise and thanksgiving for the same. Be much more disciplined with the Word and in your thoughts and words. 6. Father, please help us to remain focused on eternal realities and to be utterly negligent of the vanity of the temporary trying to draw us into the fleshly realm. Amen. /

1Pe 3:19  in which he went and proclaimed to the spirits in prison,

1Pe 3:20  because they formerly did not obey, when God's patience waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was being prepared, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were brought safely through water.

1Pe 3:21  Baptism, which corresponds to this, now saves you, not as a removal of dirt from the body but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ,

1Pe 3:22  who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers having been subjected to him.

Efes. 1 se laaste verse en Kol. 3v1-4 /
CHAPTER FOUR

1 PETER 4V1-9
1Pe 4:1  Since therefore Christ suffered in the flesh, arm yourselves with the same way of thinking, for whoever has suffered in the flesh has ceased from sin,

Vgl. 2v24 /

Albert: 1 Peter 4v1-6: 1. In this passage Peter reminds the saints that they are dead to sin and the debauched lifestyle of the Gentiles because of their identification with the cross of Christ. In the here and now they should accept the suffering of persecution for their holy lives and testimony, knowing that God will be the ultimate Judge of all. 2. Holy thinking, holy living 3. A Christian should be thoroughly separated from this world and its passions in his mind. The cross should have such an impact on our thinking that we would be wholly available to God's will in the power of resurrection. 4. You have already suffered death with Christ and have already been judged in the flesh. Arm yourself with these thoughts. Are you armed and dangerous or loose in your thinking? 5. Meditate again on the meaning of the cross. Think on the finality of the cross. This is the only way you can be fully available to the will of God and life in the spirit. 6. Father, please open my eyes to see that I am dead to the world and sin and show me more of life in the spirit. Amen. /

1Pe 4:2  so as to live for the rest of the time in the flesh no longer for human passions but for the will of God.

1Pe 4:3  For the time that is past suffices for doing what the Gentiles want to do, living in sensuality, passions, drunkenness, orgies, drinking parties, and lawless idolatry.

Acts 17v30 /  1Pe 4:3 ANV In die verlede toe julle nog heidene was, is julle lewe lank genoeg beheers deur julle heidense begeertes: losbandigheid, wellus, dronkenskap, swelg- en drinkpartye en afskuwelike afgodery. / Sien ook NLB / 
1Pe 4:4  With respect to this they are surprised when you do not join them in the same flood of debauchery, and they malign you;

1Pe 4:5  but they will give account to him who is ready to judge the living and the dead.

1Pe 4:6  For this is why the gospel was preached even to those who are dead, that though judged in the flesh the way people are, they might live in the spirit the way God does.

? /
1Pe 4:7  The end of all things is at hand; therefore be self-controlled and sober-minded for the sake of your prayers.

Albert: 1 Pet. 4v7-11: 1. Peter continues to paint a picture of what a God-glorifying life in the gospel looks like. It is a life of sober-mindedness for the sake of kingdom intercession, profound love for the saints, joyful hospitality, liberal use of our gifts in order to serve others, and dependence on the Spirit in everything so that God alone may be glorified. 2. A God-honouring Christian life in the church. 3. We should see everything in the light of the gospel dispensation. This should urge us to live with urgency for the sake of the kingdom! We must pray, love, serve, and trust with all of our hearts. We need to give ourselves to these things with total abandon. We must excel in love and service and all for the glory of God. 4. Am I self-controlled for the sake of PRAYER? Do I love in such a way that it covers the sins of others? Am I joyfully and generously hospitable? Do I serve others with my gifts with a view to bring them to the maturity of love so that God may be glorified? 5. Consider these questions before God in prayer. Repent where necessary. Pray earnestly for a greater revelation of grace and then a high Christian life as described in this pericope. 6. Dear Father, we so much want to live this higher life. We are tired of low-grade Christianity. Please usher us into the reality of this self-sacrificial Christ-life by the HS. Amen. / Albert: 1 Pet. 4v7-11: 1. Petrus gee vir ons hier 'n lieflike profiel van hoe die normale gemeentelewe van dissipels van Jesus moet lyk. In hierdie gedeelte staan gebed en die gawes vd Gees sentraal en ons gasvryheid en liefde vir mekaar bepaal die klimaat en kultuur waarin ons moet bid en mekaar met gawes moet bedien. Die fondasie vd gebou is liefde en die gebou self is gebed en gawes waardeur Jesus Homself op 'n besonderse manier openbaar. 2. 'n Profiel van die gesins-en-gemeentelewe wat vir God plesier verskaf. / Die atmosfeer waarin God Homself openbaar in die gesin en gemeente. / 'n Handleiding vir die daaglikse lewe. / Dien en bedien mekaar God en mekaar met die liefde wat reeds ontvang is in Christus. 3. 'n Gelowige behoort sy gees en hart in 'n staat van vrede te bewaar sodat hy konstant op die frekwensie kan wees waar hy oombliklik en spontaan kan bid en ook in die gesin en gemeente kan bid 'sonder ophou'. Die liefde van Christus moet hoog brand in ons harte, want dit is die primere bewaarder van hierdie vrede. Dit is dan ook die klimaat waarin ons mekaar kan bedien met die gawes wat God ons gegee het. 'n Gelowige behoort vir homself te vra 'watter bydrae lewer ek tot die klimaat en kultuur van my huis en gemeente? Is dit oorwegend positief of negatief.' 4. Ek moet dit 'n ABSOLUTE PRIORITEIT maak om my gees en hart te alle tye in 'n staat van vrede te bewaar. Dit is die kern van ware aanbidding. Wanneer my gees weggelok is van die aanbiddingsfrekwensie moet ek onmiddellik na Christus draai en Sy genade aangryp om weer terug te kom op die regte frekwensie (Jn. 14v1-2). 5. Memoriseer vers sewe en dink en bid oor die praktiese toepassing daarvan in jou lewe, die gesin en gemeente. Maak gereeld tyd vir stilwees voor God. Begin dit dan toepas! 6. Vader, wys asseblief vir my hoe ek in die praktyk hierdie klimaat en kultuur in my lewe, gesin, en gemeente kan handhaaf om te kan bid, dien, en bedien met U krag en in liefde. Amen. / 
1Pe 4:8  Above all, keep loving one another earnestly, since love covers a multitude of sins.

MIDRASH: Noah’s drunkenness and his sons, two covering and one uncovering.  / “Covers” a multitude of sins, not “covers up” a multitude of sins (see the first seven verses). / We need to love (positively), forgive, serve and bless. Only this kind of loving will enable us to rise above the multitude of sins that we commit against each other. (AT) / 

1Pe 4:9  Show hospitality to one another without grumbling.

1 PETER 4V10-19
1Pe 4:10  As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God's varied grace:

Let op dat die gawes en bedieninge kom na die vrug, net soos in 1 Kor. 13 en 14 /
LEI MEKAAR SE HARTE IN GENADE IN “Namate elkeen ‘n genadegawe ontvang het, moet julle mekaar daarmee dien soos goeie bedienaars van die veelvuldige genade van God.”  1 Pet. 4:10   Petrus praat in hierdie vers spesifiek van ons voorreg en verantwoordelikheid om mekaar te dien met die gawes wat ons elkeen van God ontvang het.  Let wel, elkeen het ‘n genadegawe ontvang, nie net predikante of “voltydse bedienaars” nie!  God se genade is so ryk en “veelvuldig” dat dit nooit ten volle ontplooi kan word in ‘n gemeente as daar net ‘n klein spannetjie is wat bedien terwyl die res maar net ontvang nie.  Dit gaan egter ook hier oor baie meer as bediening in die konteks van gemeentebyeenkomste.  Ons is geroep om mekaar gedurig te bedien met genade.  Genade is God se krag en oorvloed in Christus wat gegee word aan diegene wat weet hoe swak hulle in hulleself is.  Ons moet as’t ware mekaar se harte inlei in die genade van God.  Ons het almal die heerlike voorreg om mekaar gedurig te herinner aan die groot genade wat ons in Jesus ontvang het.  Nee, meer nog, die aard van hierdie gevalle wêreld en die magte en kragte van die bose maak dit absoluut essensieël dat ons sal leer om mekaar te bedien met genade.  Ons het mekaar werklik nodig.  Soos wat jy deur die bediening van die Heilige Gees en jou omgang met die Woord jou eie hart gedurig onder die invloed  van genade hou, maak seker dat dit wat jy beleef van God se genade nie by jouself bly nie.  Deel dit met die mense rondom jou.  Genade moet gedeel word om ten volle geniet te word.  Sodoende sal ons gedurig leef in die lieflike atmosfeer van ons Vader se genade, so ryklik uitgestort in Sy Seun.  Mag die Heilige Gees ons immer dieper inlei in die skatkamers van genade. / 
1Pe 4:11  whoever speaks, as one who speaks oracles of God; whoever serves, as one who serves by the strength that God supplies--in order that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ. To him belong glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.

Luk 24:25-27  And he said to them, "O foolish ones, and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken!  26  Was it not necessary that the Christ should suffer these things and enter into his glory?"  27  And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he interpreted to them in all the Scriptures the things concerning himself. / 1. GOD SE WOORDE IS REIN EN GESUIWER. Psalms 12:7 Die woorde van die HERE is rein woorde, silwer wat gelouter is in 'n smeltkroes in die aarde, gesuiwer sewe maal. 2. ONS HARTE IS NOMMERPAS GEMAAK OM DIE WOORDE VAN GOD TE ONTVANG. Ezekiel 3:10 Verder het Hy vir my gesê: Mensekind, neem al my woorde wat Ek vir jou sal sê, in jou hart op, en hoor hulle met jou ore; 3. ONS WOORDE MOET REIN WEES SOOS GOD SE WOORDE. DAAROM MOET ONS DINK VOOR ONS PRAAT. 1 Peter 4:11 As iemand spreek, laat dit wees soos woorde van God; as iemand dien, laat dit wees soos uit die krag wat God verleen, sodat God in alles verheerlik kan word deur Jesus Christus, aan wie die heerlikheid en krag toekom tot in alle ewigheid. Amen. / WOORDE VAN WYSHEID UIT 'N NUWE BRON Die Bybel het baie te sê oor die verskil tussen die wyse en die dwaas, veral in die boek Spreuke.  Hierdie gedeeltes is bedoel om vir ons 'n spieël te wees van ons eie kondisie sodat ons kan bepaal of ons lewe soos die wyse of die dwaas.  Een van die kenmerke van die wyse is dat sy woorde genesing bring en die regte pad vir ander aandui.  Dit is egter so maklik om vas te val in sekere patrone in ons lewe soos wat ons ouer word.  In ons reaksies op mense en omstandighede begin ons dan soms dink en praat soos "die dwaas" wat die Bybel van praat, selfs al is ons dalk werklik dissipels van Jesus.  "Daar is een wat onverskillig woorde uitspreek soos swaardsteke, maar die tong van die wyse is genesing." Spreuke 12:18   Die vraag is hoe kan ons losbreek van hierdie patrone en gewoontes?  In die Nuwe Testament sien ons dat Christus ons wysheid geword het (1 Kor. 1:30).  Ons het met die wedergeboorte 'n nuwe hart ontvang en nou word ons aangemoedig om te leef uit 'n nuwe bron.  Hierdie Bron is Christus self.  Hy is nou ons wysheid en lewe.   "Die hart van die wyse maak sy mond verstandig en vermeerder die lering op sy lippe." Spreuke 16:23   As dit die hart van die wyse is wat dit vir hom moontlik maak om woorde van wysheid te spreek, is dit goeie nuus vir dissipels, want ons het nuwe harte in Christus ontvang. Prakties beteken dit egter ons moet wegdraai van die verkeerde bron (aangeleerde patrone en gewoontes) en in geloof begin leef uit die regte Bron. As jy nie onwrikbaar glo dat jy in Christus toegang het tot al die wysheid van Christus nie sal jy nooit die ou patrone en gewoontes kan afleer sodat jy woorde van wysheid kan spreek uit 'n nuwe Bron nie. / DIE GROOTSTE EN MEES DRINGENDE VERANDERING DENKBAAR  Ons kan die beste leerstelling en organisasie op aarde hê, maar as ons nie dringend ons hele konsep van gemeentefunksionering verander nie gaan ons nie werklik 'n betekenisvolle impak op gemeenskappe hê nie. Die Nuwe Testament werk konsekwent met die verandering wat begin in die hart van 'n indiwidu en van daar af wyer uitkring in al sy verhoudings.  Dit is die wese van die dissipelskap-proses wat Jesus ons beveel het om te implementeer en na elke stam en taal en nasie te neem.  Die hele korporatiewe konsep van gemeentelewe wat dit in lidmate se verstaan daarvan die domein van leiers maak wat 'n suksesvolle organisasie moet bestuur en uitbrei, is die doodsvonnis vir ware gemeentelewe.  Dit sal nooit in tien duisend jaar lei tot die lewenskragtige, verhoudingsgebaseerde dinamiek van ware Nuwe Testamentiese gemeentes nie.  Ons het nodig om heeltemal weg te beweeg van daardie prentjie en eerder kleiner te gaan, meer intiem, en meer verhoudings-gefokus. Elkeen moet verstaan dat hy persoonlik verantwoordelik is vir die mense in sy huis en in sy invloedsfeer.  Dit is juis hierdie dinamiek van Bybelse dissipelskap wat deur leiers geleer en gemodeleer moet word.  Dit is die eintlike bedieningswerk van Nuwe Testamentiese leiers; om mense te leer om volle verantwoordelikheid te neem vir hulle eie verhoudings.  Nie om futiele pogings aan te wend om 'n pseudo Christus vir almal te probeer wees nie.  Laasgenoemde metodiek is fataal, verlammend, oneffektief en sieldodend vir die indiwiduele gelowige. Dit is boonop oor honderde jare bewys as die enkele grootste faktor wat ons weerhou daarvan om uit te kom by die opwindende en kreatiewe gemeentelewe van die Nuwe Testament wat die indiwidu dinamies ontsluit in sy unieke funksie met sy unieke gawes in sy bepaalde invloedsfeer van God-gegewe verhoudings.  Jesus Christus maak 'n persoonlike appél op die hart van die indiwidu en terwyl ons aanhou om korporatief-organisatories-leiergefokus in plaas van indiwidueel-organies-verhoudingsgebaseerd te dink sal ons nooit uitkom by die soort gemeenskap wat die Nuwe Testament 'n "liggaam" (liggaam van Christus) noem nie.  Wat dink jy?  Maak ek te veel van hierdie punt? / WOORDE WAT TROOS, GENEES EN VERKWIK Met ons wedergeboorte het God die "hart van klip" verwyder en ons 'n "hart van vlees" gegee (Eseg. 36:26).  En tog het ons vernuwing van ons denke en geestelike groei nodig om te leer om te leef as mense wat 'n radikale geestelike hartoorplating gehad het.  Hierdie vernuwing en geestelike groei het ook baie bepaalde betrekking op ons tong.  Ons moet leer om te kommunikeer vanuit die evangelie.  Ons moet leer om woorde te spreek wat troos, genees en verkwik.  Sulke woorde kan soms baie reguit wees en dit moet altyd strook met die waarheid, maar dit moet woorde van wysheid wees wat gerig is daarop om te verkwik en genees.  Selfs al is dit woorde van vermaning is genesing altyd die doel. Die wêreld is gevalle en korrup en daarom is dit 'n koue en harde plek.  Ons het nodig om anders met mekaar te praat as wat die wêreld met mekaar praat.  Dit verg fokus en oefening, maar bowenal die bediening van die Heilige Gees in ons binneste.  Dit is Hy alleen wat ons 'n "geoefende tong" gee om vermoeides te kan "verkwik met woorde". "Die Here HERE het My ‘n geoefende tong gegee, dat Ek kan weet om die vermoeide te verkwik met woorde; Hy wek elke môre, Hy wek my oor om te hoor soos die leerlinge."  Jesaja 50:4   Dink ook biddend oor die volgende tekste.  Mag die Here vir almal van ons 'n rewolusie van woorde gee; 'n nuwe tong saam met die nuwe hart. "Die tong van die regverdige is uitgesoekte silwer..." Spreuke 10:20a   "Daar is een wat onverskillig woorde uitspreek soos swaardsteke, maar die tong van die wyse is genesing." Spreuke 12:18   "As daar dan enige troos in Christus is, as daar enige vertroosting van die liefde, as daar enige gemeenskap van die Gees, as daar enige innige tederheid en ontferming is." Filippense 2:1   /
1Pe 4:12  Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon you to test you, as though something strange were happening to you.

Albert: 1 Pet. 4v12-19: 1. Peter here prepares believers to suffer trials and tests with the right attitude. Disciples of Jesus are identified with Him in this life and should expect persecution and suffering. It is the normal Christian life. Peter gives specific instruction concerning our response to suffering. If we suffer with the right attitude it can be a great blessing and opportunity for growth. God will test everything with fire and we have to stand strong in faith. We are only saved by grace through faith. We may not lean on anything in this material realm. 2. How to suffer trials and tests. 3. We should rejoice even in the midst of trials, knowing that even as we are identified with the suffering of Jesus we will also be identified with His glorification. We should know that we are blessed, when insulted. We should not suffer for any evil, but as Christians. We should know that grace alone saves us and that trials and tests are meant to make God's redemption in Christ shine all the brighter. We should continue to do good even as we suffer. We should know that God is faithful and entrust our souls to Him. 4. I should embrace the fiery trials of persecution and rejoice in being identified with Christ. 5. Rejoice in Christ and continue to love and do good in the midst of your suffering. Meditate on the suffering of Jesus and emulate His attitude. 6. Dear Father, unveil to us more of the Suffering Servant and also help us to see the coming glory more clearly so that we may live in its light! Amen. /

1Pe 4:13  But rejoice insofar as you share Christ's sufferings, that you may also rejoice and be glad when his glory is revealed.

2 Cor. 1v5; Phil. 3v10; Col. 1v24 / AT Link: Kol. 3v4; Fil. 3v10 en Rom. 8v17 /
1Pe 4:14  If you are insulted for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the Spirit of glory and of God rests upon you.

2 Kor. 12v9 en Mt. 5v /
1Pe 4:15  But let none of you suffer as a murderer or a thief or an evildoer or as a meddler.

1 Thes. 4v11 /
1Pe 4:16  Yet if anyone suffers as a Christian, let him not be ashamed, but let him glorify God in that name.

1Pe 4:17  For it is time for judgment to begin at the household of God; and if it begins with us, what will be the outcome for those who do not obey the gospel of God?

This judgment is a judgment on Cyborgia! Beware. [AT] / See Rev. 2-3 & Wiersbe comment. /See BBC's interesting comment here. / See PNT's reference to Mt. 25 / When the Lord judges His church it is not for the purpose of condemnation, but correction. Cf. Heb. 12v11.  [AT] / 
1Pe 4:18  And "If the righteous is scarcely saved, what will become of the ungodly and the sinner?"

How does this verse relate to the 'much mores' of Romans 5? / 

1Pe 4:19  Therefore let those who suffer according to God's will entrust their souls to a faithful Creator while doing good.

CHAPTER FIVE

1 PETER 5V1-14

1Pe 5:1  So I exhort the elders among you, as a fellow elder and a witness of the sufferings of Christ, as well as a partaker in the glory that is going to be revealed:

Vergelyk 1 Pet. 1v4, 7 en 13.  Ook Kol. 1v27 en 3v4 / 

Albert: 1 Peter 5v1-4: 1. This is a concise yet powerful exhortation to elders. As a fellow elder and one intimately associated with the chief Shepherd, Peter felt compelled to give elders instruction on how to properly shepherd the flock of God. He does so in the light of the suffering and the glory (death and resurrection cycle) of Jesus. Note that this GOD'S flock, not man's. 2. The motive and 'method' of true shepherds of God's flock. 3. Christian leaders should always consider their calling in the light of the gospel (v1). This alone gives proper context for their work. They should always keep in mind that it is GOD'S flock, not theirs. The two main responsibilities of elders are shepherding (feeding) and overseeing, i.e. making sure their is proper order in God's house under the auspices of the Word of Christ. They should do this work willingly and eagerly and leading by example. They should know that God will reward them for faithful service. 4. I must always properly root my work with God's people in the gospel. I should keep in forefront of my mind shepherding and overseeing, but by EXAMPLE. 5. Study the example blueprint Paul gives Timothy and give yourself to this completely with faith and a view to excellence and not mediocrity. 6. Dear Father, I can only shepherd properly when I am shepherded by You. Enlighten and empower me by Your Spirit unto first being a good receiver of Your shepherding. Amen. /

This is a profound kingdom verse, already and not yet. / According to Peter and Luke, elders/overseers aren’t over the flock, they are among it (1 Pet. 5:1, NIV; Acts 20:28, NASB). [Viola] / 

1Pe 5:2  shepherd the flock of God that is among you, exercising oversight, not under compulsion, but willingly, as God would have you; not for shameful gain, but eagerly;

Note the 3 negative exhortations followed by positive commands in verses 2 and 3. We must serve willingly, eagerly and with a view to being an example. (AT) / The fact that Peter includes ‘not for shameful gain’ is a strong indication that some elders did receive material reward for their labour.  Why else would he mention this?  Compare 1 Tim. 5v17-18. [AT] /

1Pe 5:3  not domineering over those in your charge, but being examples to the flock.
1Pe 5:4  And when the chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the unfading crown of glory.

There is reward for the threefold labour of love spoken of in vss 2-3 (AT) / Vers 1 en ook nota / 
1Pe 5:5  Likewise, you who are younger, be subject to the elders. Clothe yourselves, all of you, with humility toward one another, for "God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble."

Albert: 1 Peter 5v5-11: 1. After giving the elders instruction Peter exhorts those who are younger to be subject to them. Note that it seems only the young believers are to be subject in a specific kind of discipleship relation (v5). Today this is perpetuated for the entire lives of disciples in our churches. Yet ALL believers should be humble toward one another. Disciples do not need to carry their own burdens. Humility paves the way for a steadfast faith. Christians everywhere suffer persecution, but our sovereign God is in control and will strengthen His beloved children. 2. The steadfast walk of the humble. 3. Disciples should be submissive, humble, free from worry, resistant toward satan and evil, and all the while trusting our faithful and sovereign Father God. 4. Embrace that which humbles you with a total abandonment to the sovereignty of God. Be strong in your faith. God will vindicate in due season. 5. Never forget that humility and faith are two sides of the same coin. This passage highlights this truth marvelously. 6. Thank you Father for Your sovereign care. Please open our eyes to see that You are truly in control and that we need to embrace humility with an unyielding trust in Your love and faithfulness. Amen. /

(CEV)  All of you young people should obey your elders. In fact, everyone should be humble toward everyone else. The Scriptures say, "God opposes proud people, but he helps everyone who is humble." / (GNB) n the same way you younger people must submit yourselves to your elders. And all of you must put on the apron of humility, to serve one another; for the scripture says, "God resists the proud, but shows favor to the humble." / See BBC / 
1Pe 5:6  Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God so that at the proper time he may exalt you,

Mt. 23v11-12 / The word ‘withstand’, used by Paul in verse 13, is a translation of the same Greek word which is translated in James and Peter as ‘resist’.  We fight our warfare by resisting. J N Darby makes a very interesting comment concerning 1 Peter 5:6-9.  He says to “be ‘humbled’, also ‘vigilant’, ‘watch’ and ‘resist’, refer to characters to be won.  They are to act in this character, or have it by acting” (i.e. by doing it).  “It is not simply an exhortation to do it, but to acquire that character by doing it” (from the notes to his New Translation of The Holy Scriptures for those verses). We will never have an overcoming character unless we acquire it by putting it into practice. /
1Pe 5:7  casting all your anxieties on him, because he cares for you.

1Pe 5:8  Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour.

1Pe 5:9  Resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that the same kinds of suffering are being experienced by your brotherhood throughout the world.

1Pe 5:10  And after you have suffered a little while, the God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, confirm, strengthen, and establish you.

CR: 2 C4V17 / "Ligte verdrukking vir 'n oomblik". /
1Pe 5:11  To him be the dominion forever and ever. Amen.

1Pe 5:12  By Silvanus, a faithful brother as I regard him, I have written briefly to you, exhorting and declaring that this is the true grace of God. Stand firm in it.

Teenoor die valse. Judas vers 4 /

Albert: 1 Peter 5v12-14: 1. Peter ends his first letter with an affirmation that he was communicating sheer grace. There is also a counterfeit grace message it seems. But Peter was teaching the real deal. This grace always issues in love and intimacy amongst the brethren and peace to those who are united with Christ. 2. Grace and greetings. 3. A disciple should stand firm in the true grace of the NT and not be swayed by anything else. We should also make sure that grace issues in love, peace and harmony with the brothers. 4. Hold on to grace with both hands! 5. Dive into the pool of grace and plumb its depths. Allow your heart to be overwhelmed by the grace of God. Advance ever deeper into the realm of grace where alone you may know God, yourself, and others. 6. Thank you Father for grace. May our hearts ever sing of its glories. May we rejoice in its substance and relish its sweet effects. /

1Pe 5:13  She who is at Babylon, who is likewise chosen, sends you greetings, and so does Mark, my son.

1Pe 5:14  Greet one another with the kiss of love. Peace to all of you who are in Christ.

2 PETER AT COMMENTARY

2 PETER BACKGROUND

Time:  AD 67-68 (20th)

Stats:  3 chapters/61 verses/1 559 words/2 questions/51 verses of history/2 verses of fulfilled and 8 verses of unfulfilled prophecy
Key People:

Peter—one of Jesus’ twelve disciples; wrote his second letter to warn against false teachers in the church (1:1–3:18)

Paul—great missionary and apostle whose writings were twisted by false teachers in the church (3:15–16)

Key Term:  “Return” (1:12).  This epistle shows the importance of holding firmly to the truth in the face of false teachings, particularly the truth that Jesus will visibly, bodily and gloriously return and bring about the consummation of all things.
Key Words:
Knowledge: Greek gnosis––1:5–6; 3:18––literally, “knowledge.” This Greek word expresses a knowledge that grows and progresses. As Christians, we need to grow in our personal knowledge of Jesus Christ. The greatest protection against false teachings comes from a solid foundation in the Word of God. Peter’s epistle encourages believers to attain a fuller, more thorough knowledge of their Lord Jesus Christ (1:8; 2:20; 3:18).

Morning Star: Greek phosphoros––1:19––literally, “light-bearer” or “light-bringer.” In 1 Peter, Christ is called the Morning Star. He is also called the Bright and Morning Star in Revelation 22:16, and the Dayspring in Luke 1:78. Christians today have the light of Christ within their hearts. When Jesus returns to earth, He will bring all believers into a perfect day. His outward coming will bring light to all people. On this day, the spirits of the godly will take on “an illuminating transformation” as the light of Christ fills them.

Key Text:
2 Peter 1:12  Daarom sal ek nie nalaat om julle altyd hieraan te herinner nie, alhoewel julle dit weet en vasstaan in die waarheid wat by julle is.
Provocation & Context

Since writing and sending his first letter, Peter had become increasingly concerned about false teachers who were infiltrating the churches in Asia Minor. Though these false teachers had already caused trouble, Peter expected that their heretical doctrines and immoral lifestyles would result in more damage in the future. Thus Peter, in an almost last will and testament (1:13–15), wrote to warn the beloved believers in Christ about the doctrinal dangers they would face. Although Peter mentioned no specific recipients in the salutation of the letter, later reference to his earlier letter (3:2) indicates he was writing to the same people who had received his earlier letter.

Peter does not explicitly say where he was when he wrote this letter, as he does in 1 Peter (1 Peter 5:13). But the consensus seems to be that he wrote this letter from prison in Rome, where he was facing imminent death. Shortly after writing this letter, Peter was martyred, according to reliable tradition, by being crucified upside down.
One Sentence Summary:  As Christians grow in understanding, they will be safeguarded from false teachers, especially those who deny the return of Christ and the end of the world as it now exists.  

This book especially shows the nature of truth as revealed by God (rather than merely discovered by people) and that this view of truth has a bearing on behaviour.  The letter strongly emphasizes divine predestination in salvation.  The material on false teachers should be compared with Jude.  The teaching on the “day of the Lord” is in the last chapter.  This theme was also developed by Paul (1 Cor. 5:5;  2 Cor. 1:14;  1 Thes. 5:2;  2 Thes. 2:2).  It appears to be the same as the “day of God” (2 Pet. 3:12;  Rev. 16:14) and the “day of Christ” (Phil. 1:6, 10;  2:16).  This epistle, especially chapter 2, is noted for its similarity to Jude.
Peter’s final written message has much of the warmth, concern, and passion that fills the pages of Paul’s final letter (2 Timothy). These great men of the faith knew their days were numbered. Peter was keenly aware of the warfare between good and evil that would outlast his life (1:12–15). He wanted to leave a strong dose of encouragement for those believers who would remain. The hope of Christ’s coming consistently shines through in the background of his letter. Among his closing thoughts were these words: “Therefore, beloved, looking forward to these things, be diligent to be found by Him in peace, without spot and blameless” (3:14).

Basic Outline:
1.

Peter developed his letter around three main topics:  Truth (chapter 1), False Teachers (Chapter 2), and the Return of Christ (Chapter 3).

2. 

Perseverance: Faithfulness to the Vision (Chpts. 1-2)
Perils: The Coming False Teachers (Chpt. 3)
3.
     Salutation (1:1, 2)

     I.     Know Your Salvation (1:3–11)

     II.     Know Your Scriptures (1:12–21)

     III.     Know Your Adversaries (2:1–22)

     IV.     Know Your Prophecy (3:1–18)

4.

1. Salutation

2. Believers’ Salvation and the Work of God
3. Salvation Based on the Word of God

4. The False Teachers’ Ungodly Lifestyle

5. The False Teachers’ Denial of the Lord’s Return

6. Exhortation to the Faithful

Sketch:  The Divine Provision and the Divine Government
Key Doctrines:

False teachers—their teachings deny Christ and twist the Scriptures (chapter 2; Deuteronomy 13:1–18; 18:20; Jeremiah 23; Ezekiel 13; Matthew 7:15; 23:1–36; 24:4–5; Romans 16:17; 2 Corinthians 11:13–14; Galatians 3:1–2; 2 Timothy 4:3–4)

Scripture—the Holy Spirit, as divine author and originator of all Scripture, worked through humans to convey the Word of God (1:20–21; Jeremiah 1:4; 3:2; John 10:34–35; 17:17; Romans 3:2; 1 Corinthians 2:10; 
1 Thessalonians 2:13; 2 Timothy 3:16; Titus 1:2; 1 Peter 1:10–11)

Christian character—God gives all believers the power to grow in faith, virtue, knowledge, self-control, perseverance, godliness, brotherly kindness, and love (1:5–11; Psalm 4:3; Proverbs 28:1; 1 Corinthians 9:27; Galatians 5:23; Colossians 1:4; 1 Thessalonians 4:9; 1 Peter 4:8; 1 John 4:20; Revelation 17:14)

Christ’s second coming—God has continual patience to allow people to repent before Christ returns (3:1–13; Daniel 7:13; Matthew 24:30; 25:31; John 14:3; 1 Thessalonians 4:16; 2 Thessalonians 1:10; 
1 Timothy 6:14; Hebrews 9:28; Jude 14; Revelation 1:7)

Quick Study:

     1.      What does Peter’s comment about Paul’s letters mean (3:15)?

     2.      What indications can you discover in the letter that indicate it might have been Peter’s last?

     3.      How does Peter explain the apparent delay in the return of Christ?

     4.      In what ways does Peter attack and undermine the false authority of the false teachers?

     5.      What practical steps for spiritual growth does Peter include in this letter?

God’s Character:

God is long-suffering—3:9, 15

God is a promise keeper—1:4; 3:3–4, 13

Christ Revealed:

In his second letter, Peter anticipates the second coming of the Lord Jesus Christ “as a thief in the night” (3:10). He also speaks repeatedly of the knowledge of Christ that produces peace, grace, and power for the believer (1:2–3, 8; 3:18).

The deity of Christ is evident in the way that God and Christ are closely linked in 1:1,2.  God knows Christ as His “son” (1:17).  The divine purpose and activity are centered in Jesus Christ, as His grace and power are given to believers (1:2, 3, 8;  2:9, 20;  3:18), who are to look for His Coming (1:16) and the arrival of His eternal kingdom (1:11).

It is the Scriptures that assure the believer of a destiny with Jesus Christ (1:16-21;  see also 3:1,2).
The Holy Spirit at Work:

The only direct reference to the Holy Spirit is in 1:21, which describes the Spirit’s work in “moving” the human authors of the prophetic Scriptures, which in turn disqualifies any “private interpretation”  (see note on 1:20).  However, the Spirit is obviously at work in providing the “divine power’ that makes possible growth in the grace and knowledge of Christ 91:2-8;  3:18).
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· Goddelike Voorsiening en Regering 

· Election / False Teachers / ‘Day of the Lord’.

· False teachers among God’s people.  Second Peter was the last letter from the leader of the apostles.
· As Christians grow in understanding, they will be safeguarded from false teachers, especially those who deny the return of Christ and the end of the world as it now exists.

· 2 Peter - Prediction of Apostasy. Deals with the person on an inward level, warnings against false teachers, and mentions the Day of the Lord. 

· In 2 PETER we GROW IN GRACE EVEN IN TIMES OF APOSTASY and all this is only possible in Christ 

OT QUOTATIONS:
Book 22 - PETER'S SECOND LETTER TO AN UNKNOWN CHURCH
BECAUSE SUCH MEN WERE ONCE CHRISTIANS, THEY ARE WORSE OFF THAN THEY WERE BEFORE
2 Peter 2:20b - 'a dog returns to his own vomit' (Proverbs 26:11)

THE COMMENTARY
SIGNIFICANT WORDS AND TERMS IN THIS BOOK

· Righteousness

· Grace
CHAPTER ONE

2 PETER 1V1-11
2Pe 1:1  Simeon Peter, a servant and apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who have obtained a faith of equal standing with ours by the righteousness of our God and Savior Jesus Christ:

2 Pet. 1v1-4: BELIEVE that you have RECEIVED a faith-relationship with God of the highest possible quality. PURSUE multiplication of grace and peace in this realm of received righteousness by GROWING and INCREASING in the knowledge of God through EMBRACING the precious promises of the NC. This is the ONLY way to remain free from the CORRUPTING lusts of this world! /

Albert: 2 Pet. 1v1-4 (see Phillips transl.): 1. Cf. 2 Cor. 1v20. Peter begins his second letter with several beautiful and glorious 'in Christ' statements rich in salvific content. They speak of God's eternal purpose in Christ and spur us on to a deeper walk with God. Firstly we need to know that the faith-relationship we have received is in no way inferior to that of the apostles. Glory! But then Peter shows that we should not just rest in this faith, but also increasingly EXPERIENCE its benefits as we grow ever deeper in our knowledge of the Father and the Son. This will cause us to know grace and peace in increasing glory until we see Jesus as He is! In v3 Peter repeats the priority of knowing Christ, thus emphasising its importance. He says that this NC knowledge has equipped us with all we would ever need for holy living now and forever. We have been called to God's very own glory and excellence. Wow! In this realm we were the blessed receivers of multitudes of glorious promises. These promises enable us to partake of God's wonderful divine nature on the one hand, and on the other to escape the corruption that is in the world because of inferior desires that miss out on the glories here discussed. The prophetic word spoken of in v19 links with these precious promises. 2. Astounding in Christ realities given by the righteousness of Christ, and enabling us to escape worldly lusts in order to grow ever deeper in our knowledge of God.  3. A TD should rest in the knowledge of the highest possible faith-relationship that has been granted to him because of the righteousness of Jesus. What a gift! We should glory in that and thus allow it to carry us deeper into God's presence, into the realm where there is a MULTIPLICATION of grace and peace. There IS such a realm! Do not miss out on it. We should GROW in appreciation of our great salvation and PURSUE the knowledge of God by means of the precious promises that unveil His glorious character. As we eat and drink of the promises we know God's nature better and better and thus alone we will REMAIN free of inferior (thus sinful) desires that corrupt and increasingly degenerate human beings until they are only shells of their creation design. It is by the promises/partaking of God that we escaped and it is by the same that we remain free. 4. Am I enjoying the great-faith relationship granted to me by going ever deeper in my appreciation of the precious promises of the NC? 5. Believe in a faith of equal standing with the apostles! Pursue a deeper walk. Embrace the promises with a grateful and joyful heart. Beware of the corruption in the world, but escape it in the biblical way, by pursuing greater superior desires in Christ! 6. Precious Father, how great is this gospel you have given us. I need to appreciate it so much more. I need to see more of Your promises and understand them better. Please instruct me by your Spirit. Awaken my heart, my Beloved. Amen.

2Pe 1:2  May grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord.

Word on the Street : 2–4 Here’s to you being saturated with God’s generosity and serenity by getting to know God and Jesus our Boss intimately. We’ve got all we need. It’s all there. God’s set everything up. ’Cos we’re well in with the one who picked us out, God’s power, brilliance and goodness are on tap for us to live life his way. His direct-inject connection pumps in his promises and we get to opt out of the polluted System of dark cravings and get involved with divinity. 5–9 Which is why you should be busting a gut to top up your conviction with good living, then add some sense, then pile on some discipline, mix in some stamina, some godliness, some comradeship and cover the whole thing with lashings of love. If you’ve got these ingredients in catering-pack sizes, then you won’t be a waste of space. No, with this recipe your connection with our Boss, Jesus the Liberator, will make a difference. If you skimp on the portions, or miss some of them out completely, then you’re blind as a bat with the memory of a goldfish – how can you go blank on how your previous mess got cleaned up? / 
2Pe 1:3  His divine power has granted to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge of him who called us to his own glory and excellence,

Fil. 3v10 / THE QUEST FOR ZERO DEFECT 2 PETER 1:3  "As His divine power has given to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge of Him who called us by glory and virtue." The beauty of the Christian faith as opposed to any other system of religion is that it does not work towards fulfillment, it begins with fulfillment.  In Christ we have received everything in full.  As the apostle Peter puts it so marvelously, 'all things that pertain to life and godliness'. When the Bible says 'all things' then it means exactly that, 'all things'.  The reason why such a bold statement can be made about the true believer becomes very apparent once we seriously consider the greatest term in the New Testament, 'in Christ'.   It is because we have received Christ himself in salvation that we are in this glorious position of having received all things. The matter of spiritual growth may immediately come to mind at this juncture.  The best way to understand our spiritual growth in terms of this sufficiency in Christ is by the analogy of the newborn baby.  A normal baby is absolutely complete the moment he or she is born.  You do not need to add anything to complete the design, as it were.  In the same way we are complete the moment we are born again and we just need to develop what is already there.  This matter has far-reaching implications for the Christian life.  Too often in the past we have given the impression through various brands of sanctification teaching that the believer is working towards completion and fulfillment.  This is erroneous and most probably the chief cause for the eternal babyhood of so many believers.  It is only when you rest in the complete work of Christ that you grow effectively towards maturity in Christ.  The alternative is a never-ending cycle of fruitless effort and eventual disappointment.  The more you try and work towards fulfillment the more frustrated you will become, for you cannot achieve something that you already have.  Let us therefore accept what we have already received in Christ and subsequently obey the simple commands of the Holy Spirit on the basis of who we are in Him. Quote of the Day:  "The spiritual quest for zero defect stops with the discovery of the 'in Christ' position and brings in its place a holy desire for the preservation and growth of what we have already received." / 
2Pe 1:4  by which he has granted to us his precious and very great promises, so that through them you may become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped from the corruption that is in the world because of sinful desire.
AT LINK: 2 Cor. 6v14-7v1 and especially 7v1. Also 1 John 2v15-16. / Remember that the man who wrote this was one of the disciples who heard the words of Jesus in John 13 to 17.  Have a look at those precious promises with regard to the church and the Christ-life.  God’s promises are hooks on which we can, and must hang our faith. [AT] / Can these great and precious promises not be linked with the hope in Col. 1v5, Eph. 1v17 and the 'inheritance' spoken of in these chapters? Hence it's future promises. Cf. 2 Cor. 7v1 & preceding vss though. / DIE KONINKRYK VAN SELF "Waardeur Hy ons die grootste en kosbare beloftes geskenk het, sodat julle daardeur deelgenote kan word van die goddelike natuur, nadat julle die verdorwenheid ontvlug het wat deur begeerlikheid in die wêreld is." 2 Petrus 1:4  Die verwoestende "begeerlikheid" wat Petrus hier van praat is die tirannie van die self. Ek wil mý sin hê, mý wil moet geskied, die "koninkryk van self" moet in al sy heerlikheid deurbreek in mý lewe. Dit is nie net "wêreldse mense" wat so dink nie.  Die boodskap wat vandag op baie fronte deurgaan as "evangelie" leer subtiel dat dit die wese van verlossing is.  God bestaan om my wil en wens te laat geskied en vir hierdie doel het Hy ook Sy Seun na die aarde gestuur. Teenoor hierdie valse "evangelie" staan Jesus in lynregte opposisie en Hy verklaar in gebed; "nie my wil nie, maar u wil geskied!" (Lukas 22:42 ).  Hy leer Sy dissipels om te bid; "laat u Naam geheilig word; laat u koninkryk kom; laat u wil geskied" (Matt. 6:9-10). Ware verlossing dan bevry my van die "koninkryk van self".  Dit breek die tirannie van die "ek-lewe" en dit lei my na die plek waar dit alles gaan oor Gód se naam, koninkryk en wil. Dít is niks anders nie as die lewe van "Christus in my" (Gal. 2:20). / Lust operates on instant gratification (see the THREE PRIMARY LUSTS of 1 John 2v16: Andrew Murray explanation), whereas the promises of God require us to wait patiently on the goodness of God in spite of difficult times, knowing all the while that God is loving and good and will not withhold any good thing from us.  Ex. of David after his fall when God said I gave you everything and would have given you more if that was not enough.  But David did not trust God’s goodness in that moment of temptation.  He wanted gratification immediately. [AT] / 
2Pe 1:5  For this very reason, make every effort to supplement your faith with virtue, and virtue with knowledge,

"daarom": Titus 2v11-14 / 

2 Pet. 1v5-11: Sanctification LOGICALLY, but not INEVITABLY follows justification. It is not inevitable, for there must be a REMEMBRANCE of redemption BENEFITS before the life can be FURNISHED with sanctification FURNITURE. REMEMBER, keep reminding yourself, and then DILIGENTLY FURNISH your faith with all the furniture that God so richly supplies IN CHRIST. /  "The literal translation of verses 5—7 does not say, "add to your faith virtue" and so on; it says, "furnish in your faith virtue" and so on. You can hear a kind of surging "Forward! Forward! Forward!" if we render like this: "as you have obtained faith in Christ and stand in it, now apply yourself diligently to advance in moral excellence; and as you stand in that, do not be satisfied but press on to increase your knowledge of God's will; and as you stand in that, do not be satisfied but be diligent to enlarge your capacities of self-control and mastery of your passions; and as you stand in that, don't be satisfied but cultivate every form of patience and serenity; and in that let devoutness and piety and sweet love to God flourish; and in that strive to kindle your affection for other believers; and in and through it all grow in love to all men." In other words: Forward! Forward! Press On!" /
Albert: 2 Pet. 1v5-11 (See the Phillips transl): 1. Peter shows us that it is utterly foolish for someone to have been delivered from the corruption in the world and then to forget his redemption and consequently fail to grow in holiness. Sanctification LOGICALLY, but not INEVITABLY follows justification. It is not inevitable, for there must be a REMEMBRANCE of redemption BENEFITS before the life can be FURNISHED with sanctification FURNITURE. REMEMBER, keep reminding yourself, and then DILIGENTLY FURNISH your faith with all the furniture that God so richly supplies IN CHRIST. The KINGDOM GATES are wide open in a glorious homecoming for those who do this, but those who do not diligently both REMEMBER redemption and then CULTIVATE the Christ qualities will undoubtedly stumble. Positively there is a marvelous promise for those who remember and cultivate: THEY WILL NEVER STUMBLE! 2. Remember redemption and then cultivate the Christ qualities unto a life free of stumbling with a glorious kingdom homecoming awaiting at the end! / How to enter the Kingdom! 3. A TD should know that the kingdom has been prepared for him by the Father. We are well able in Christ to cultivate the Christ qualities that will keep us from stumbling and bring us to maturity and fruitfulness. We should know that those who forget the glorious redemption benefits in Christ and thus fail to bloom into the fullness of the sanctification will be ineffective and unfruitful and their homecoming will be less than glorious. Will they inherit the kingdom? This is not an easy question. It seems that stumbling is inevitable if we do not grow in sanctification, for we are creatures of passion and desire. If our desires are not fulfilled in Christ they will be fulfilled in the world. 4. Do I REMEMBER with a joyful gratitude daily and momentarily? Are each and every one of these seven qualities present and growing in my inner man? Is my soul thus being saved of is my soul yielding to the world and its desires? 5. Remember redemption! Keep it in the forefront of your mind ('for this very reason'!). Memorise and meditate on the seven qualities and cultivate them carefully in Christ as a diligent and careful gardener would cultivate precious, but sensitive plants, keeping the weeds and insects away, watering, nourishing, etc. 6. Dear Father, I am overwhelmed by this portion of Scripture! Please write it more deeply into my consciousness by Your Spirit and enable me to ACT on the things I have written down before Your face and in Your presence. Amen.

AT PARAPHRASE: “Make very sure that your faith finds expression in moral excellence (virtue), the highest standards of character and conduct that will reflect a life of profound sacrifice in the footsteps of Jesus…” / Scripture exhorts us to use our utmost diligence to escape sin's deceit. John Owen (see his book 'Triumph over Temptation') / 

2Pe 1:6  and knowledge with self-control, and self-control with steadfastness, and steadfastness with godliness,

2Pe 1:7  and godliness with brotherly affection, and brotherly affection with love.

2Pe 1:8  For if these qualities are yours and are increasing, they keep you from being ineffective or unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.

AANWESIG IS EN TOENEEM:  2 Peter 1:8 Want as hierdie dinge by julle aanwesig is en toeneem, dan laat dit julle nie ledig of onvrugbaar tot die kennis van onse Here Jesus Christus nie. LEES verse 5 tot 7. /LEDIG EN ONVRUGBAAR Die kennis van geregtigheid in Christus word 'ledig en onvrugbaar' as dit nie lei tot hierdie "heiligmaking kwaliteite" in verse 5 tot 7 nie. / By their own searching men learn more and more knowledge (gnosis) but they are unable to come to full-knowledge. Here in the Greek Paul uses the word epignosis – which means a full knowledge. The little prefix epi showed me the difference. It means a coming upon – a knowledge which comes upon us from God as revelation. Since this epi-gnosis (full M,knowledge) is not grasped, but is given only to prepared hearts that can receive from God, we see the utter futility of man’s own efforts. He can learn more and more fragments and bits of knowledge, but still miss the truth. [DF] / 
2Pe 1:9  For whoever lacks these qualities is so nearsighted that he is blind, having forgotten that he was cleansed from his former sins.

AT Link: Luke 24:16, 31 There is a judicial blindness that takes place when we walk in disobedience.  When our hearts turn to the Lord in love and obedience the veil is lifted again and God opens our eyes. / He is not living in gratefulness for his justification; i.e. in the power of justification.  Consider the “for this very reason” of verse 5. [AT] /   MOENIE VERGEET NIE! “'Much that once was is lost, for none now live who remember it.”  Hierdie ysingwekkende woorde uit ‘n populêre rolprent van ‘n paar jaar gelede laat ‘n mens diep dink oor die verantwoordelikheid van elke generasie om nie kosbare dinge te laat verlore gaan nie.  “Neem jou net in ag en wees terdeë op jou hoede, dat jy die dinge nie vergeet wat jou oë gesien het nie, en dat hulle uit jou hart nie wyk al die dae van jou lewe nie; en jy moet dit aan jou kinders en jou kindskinders bekend maak.”  Deuteronomium  4:9   “Want hy by wie hierdie dinge nie aanwesig is nie, is blind en kortsigtig, en het die reiniging van sy vorige sondes vergeet.” 2 Petrus 1:9  Dit is verstommend om te sien hoe maklik ons die verlossingswerke van God en die geestelike lesse wat Hy ons geleer het, kan vergeet.  Ons word so maklik ingesluk deur die beelde en klanke van die sintuiglike wêreld en die eise van die onmiddellike.  Dissipels van Jesus is reeds regverdig verklaar in Christus en afgesonder vir God, maar om teen ‘n wêreldse kultuur in te beweeg is nie iets wat sommer net vanself gebeur nie.  Sonder ‘n intense fokus en ‘n diep toewyding van hart dryf ons maar net saam met die korrupsie en vervallenheid  van ons kultuur en tydgees en vergeet ons dat ons gedurig moet rekening hou met die onsigbare geestelike werklikheid.  Dit is een van die redes waarom ons so dringend nodig het om die Bybel op te neem en met aandag te lees en dit wat ons leer sonder versuim oor te dra aan die jonger geslag.  Dit moet veral gebeur terwyl jou kinders nog in jou huis is.  Daarna word dit al hoe moeiliker.  Tensy die jonger generasie by die ouer generasie die heerlikheid van Christus sien en oorneem, gaan dit verlore en word weggewaai deur die winde van tyd en omstandigheid.  Dit gebeur so maklik.  Moenie vergeet nie! [AT] / 

2Pe 1:10  Therefore, brothers, be all the more diligent to make your calling and election sure, for if you practice these qualities you will never fall.

This clearly shows that we fall and stumble because we do not fill out our faith with the qualities mentioned.  How precious this is.  If we continue to grow positively there will be no room for sin and the world! [AT] / Albert Theron: Why does Peter say in 2 Peter 1:10 that those who "add to their faith" will never stumble? Because by adding to their faith they are becoming mature as 'Christ is being formed in them' and Christ cannot stumble. For "add to your faith" we can read "do not think that the goal of salvation is to get to heaven, its goal is for you to become a mature believer who reflects the glory of the Father". /
2Pe 1:11  For in this way there will be richly provided for you an entrance into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

1 Pet. 1v4, 7 en 13 /
2 PETER 1V12-21
2Pe 1:12  Therefore I intend always to remind you of these qualities, though you know them and are established in the truth that you have.

2 Pet. 1v12-15: The importance of DAILY reminders and DAILY obedience because of our forgetful natures. We need to DILIGENTLY remind each other of justification, sanctification, and glorification with a view to a better resurrection! This should be our singleminded and DAILY mission! /

Albert: 2 Pet. 1v12-15: 1. Because of what is at stake (the very manner of our entrance into the kingdom: v11) Peter says his singular mission in the temporal dwelling of the body is to continually STIR UP the zeal (v5a) of the saints by reminding them of  justification (v9), sanctification (vss5-7) and glorification (vss 8 and 11) in Christ. There is no such thing as a mere theoretical knowledge in the Christian life. Therefore we need to be reminded constantly, even of truths we already know. Because of the Fall we are chronig forgetters!! Peter knew this and he also knew the best antidote for it was unceasing apostolic and prophetic exhortation. Peter had such a close walk with the Lord that he had inside knowledge of the time (more or less) of his death. Yet his apostolic mission was not in any way hindered or waylaid by the knowledge of his impending death. 2. The extreme importance of being constantly reminded of our justification (cleansed from former sins: v9), sanctification (the Christ qualities: vss 5-7) and what is at stake in this regard (glorification: v11). / Do not Forget! 3. A TD should know that he has a pathological tendency to forget the importance, characteristics, and ramifications of a holy life in Christ. Thus knowing our own souls we should be zealous to be exposed to DAILY REMINDERS and to be obedient to what we then hear from the HS. A true worker should like Peter be very zealous to remind believers of these things. A TW should not consider his own life as being dear to himself, but should put the mission first. It is easy to fall asleep in Zion, but it is a very perilous thing. We should all remind each other of these things. We should never take up the dangerous position of a theoretical knowledge that frowns at being reminded of things it already knows. 4. Am I exposing myself to daily reminders of these things (for the heart, not just the head)? Am I obedient to what the HS reminds me of? Am I diligent in the mission to remind others? 5. Turn your face towards the light and keep moving forward with daily reminders and concomitant obedience. Do not stop to remind others, even if it seems unfruiful and futile. 6. Dear Father, we acknowledge that we forget so easily and that we tend to replace the precious holy things of Christ with transient baubles. Be merciful to us and draw us into the steadfast position of zeal for daily reminders and a childlike obedience. Amen. /

2Pe 1:13  I think it right, as long as I am in this body, to stir you up by way of reminder,

2Pe 1:14  since I know that the putting off of my body will be soon, as our Lord Jesus Christ made clear to me.

Jn. 21v18-19 /

2Pe 1:15  And I will make every effort so that after my departure you may be able at any time to recall these things.

2Pe 1:16  For we did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made known to you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty.

2 Pet. 1v16-19: The importance of living in the FULL GLORY of the NC. It is REALITY, not myth, and we should be INTENSELY FOCUSED on the matter of CURRENT glory in Christ (Gal. 4v4) as the fulfillment of prophecy UNTIL something happens in OUR OWN HEART! /

Albert: 2 Pet. 1v16-19 (cf. 2 Cor. 3 and Isa. 60): 1. Peter here connects justification (vss 1-3), sanctification (vss 4-10), and glorification (v11) with the GLORY of the NC. It is imperative in the whole process of redemption for believers to live in the CURRENT GLORY of the NC. Without this we will lose momentum and motivation. Therefore Peter encourages the saints by authenticating the experience he had on the mount of transfiguration. Peter assures them it was real and no myth. And yet he does not ask them to ride on the wings of his experience, but rather to find their own. And the way to that was through the fulfillment of the prophetic Scriptures concerning Jesus. These they had to hold onto UNTIL their experience became tangible and the glory of Jesus shone overwhelmingly bright in their spirits.  2. The Glory HAS come, behold and believe until it becomes your daily experience! Behold the Glory Now! 3. A TD should read about the wonderful experiences of glory of saints and apostles and believe them, but he should NEVER remain there. We should seek our own experience of God's glory and we should seek it through meditation in the Scriptures with a specific focus on fulfilled prophecy in Christ. We should relentlessly pursue the glory until it breaks through in our hearts, and then we should make sure that we do not lose the beatific vision! 4. Are you living in the full glory of the NC? 5. Rejoice in the experience of other saints, but seek your own in Christ! Do not stop until the glory shines like the midday sun! 6. Dear Father, thank You for the NOW of the gospel. Please open our eyes to see the fulfillment of prophecy in Christ. Give us a holy stubbornness that will not stop until we live daily in the full glory of the NC. Amen. / THE GOSPEL IS NOT A MYTH  Kevin DeYoung The Greek word mythos is always used negatively in the New Testament (see 1 Tim. 1:4; 4:7; 2 Tim. 4:4; Titus 1:14).  Myth is seen as the opposite of truth.  “For the time is coming,” Paul warns, “when people will not endure sound teaching, but having itching ears they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own passions, and will turn away from listening to the truth and wander off into myths” (2 Tim. 4:3–4).  For the biblical writers, there is myth on one side and truth on the other, and the Bible clearly belongs with the latter.  Even if it is argued that the liberal definition of myth is not exactly what the New Testament is condemning when it critiques “myths,” you still can’t get around the logic of 2 Peter 1:16. /
2Pe 1:17  For when he received honor and glory from God the Father, and the voice was borne to him by the Majestic Glory, "This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased,"

2Pe 1:18  we ourselves heard this very voice borne from heaven, for we were with him on the holy mountain.

2Pe 1:19  And we have something more sure, the prophetic word, to which you will do well to pay attention as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts,

AT Link: Eph. 3v17 / Till the day should dawn - Till the full light of the gospel should break through the darkness. As is the difference between the light of a lamp and that of the day, such is that between the light of the Old Testament and of the New. And the morning star - Jesus Christ, Rev_22:16. Arise in your hearts - Be revealed in you. (Wesley) / 

2Pe 1:20  knowing this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture comes from someone's own interpretation.

2 Pet. 1v20-2v3: This CURRENT glory will only break through in our lives as we FOCUS on Christ and BELIEVE that the Scriptures are utterly TRUSTWORTHY because they were given by the SPIRIT. In our quest for the EXPERIENCE of full glory NOW we should also be very aware of the SIDETRACKS OF SATAN through FALSE teachers. Lie 1: It's all just your opinions against mine, so what can be trusted? Lie 2: The glory is meant to make ME something special in this life and give me the lust of the eyes and the lust of the flesh (sensuality). /

Albert: 2 Pet. 1v20-2v3: 'But you must understand this at the outset, that no prophecy of scripture arose from an individual's interpretation of the truth.' (v20 Phillips) 1. Peter shows that in our focus on the prophetic word fulfilled in Christ it is of first importance for us to NEVER interpret biblical prophecy as merely someone's opinion (cf. 1 Thes. 2v13), for then the Word will not have the necessary impact on our hearts. The Word concerning Christ can only impact a heart that embraces it with full assurance that it is God Himself speaking directly to such a heart. Peter then also feels it is necessary in the same context to warn the believers that even as there were false prophets among the prophets of old, there will also be false teachers (note the shift from OT prophets to NT teachers) among the teachers in the NT. In the OT prophets pointed towards that which was to come. In the NT the primary ministry is an explanation of that which has already come in Christ. But even though there is a wonderful simplicity in the the unveiling of the fullness we have already received in Christ, false teachers will still manage to twist the message in such a way that it veers away from Christ towards teachings that are absolutely deadly to the spiritual life. These false teachers use all kinds of wiles to deceive, but we can spot them by their focus on earthly and sensual things (sense-based external spirituality?). Peter says that many will fall for there particular brand of spirituality. One thing is sure, though, God will judge them for their devious ways. Note that Peter calls the gospel 'the way of truth'. Only via the cross and resurrection of Jesus is there a way of truth for man out of the destruction of the Fall. 2. True and false prophecy distinguished by its different basis and foci. A Solid Anchor in Scripture! 3. A TD should be absolutely unyielding in his belief in the trustworthiness of scripture. We should hold on with all our might to the more sure word of prophecy in Christ. The past predictions, current fulfillments and future realities concerning Jesus must remain the very core of our focus and passion. We should also be very aware of the repeated warnings in the NT against false teachers who turn the focus away from Jesus towards this earth and its temporary rewards (cf. 1 Jn. 2v15-16). They somehow link spirituality with a temporal emphasis and so deceive many. We should be wide awake to these dangers. 4. Am I resting all my weight on the integrity of the many and wonderful statements concerning jesus in the Scriptures? Am I awake and alert in order to spot the lies of false teachers in the church. 5. Turn your eyes fully upon all the glories revealed in Christ through the Scriptures. 6. Dear Father, may we rest all our weight on the objective reality of the Scriptures and never waver. Please also give us discernment to immediately spot the counterfeits. Amen /

2Pe 1:21  For no prophecy was ever produced by the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.

CHAPTER TWO

2 PETER 2V1-11

2Pe 2:1  But false prophets also arose among the people, just as there will be false teachers among you, who will secretly bring in destructive heresies, even denying the Master who bought them, bringing upon themselves swift destruction.

Acts 20v29-30 / 
2Pe 2:2  And many will follow their sensuality, and because of them the way of truth will be blasphemed.

2Pe 2:3  And in their greed they will exploit you with false words. Their condemnation from long ago is not idle, and their destruction is not asleep.

Vgl. 1 Pet. 5v2 /
2Pe 2:4  For if God did not spare angels when they sinned, but cast them into hell and committed them to chains of gloomy darkness to be kept until the judgment;

Even Peter's vocabulary is provocative. Peter uses the term Tartarus, here translated "hell." This is the only place that this Greek term appears in the Bible. Tartarus is a Greek term for "dark abode of woe," "the pit of darkness in the unseen world." As used in Homer's Iliad, it is ". . . as far beneath hades as the earth is below heaven. . . .” [Chuck Missler] /

2Pe 2:5  if he did not spare the ancient world, but preserved Noah, a herald of righteousness, with seven others, when he brought a flood upon the world of the ungodly;

2Pe 2:6  if by turning the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah to ashes he condemned them to extinction, making them an example of what is going to happen to the ungodly;

2Pe 2:7  and if he rescued righteous Lot, greatly distressed by the sensual conduct of the wicked

2Pe 2:8  (for as that righteous man lived among them day after day, he was tormenting his righteous soul over their lawless deeds that he saw and heard);

2Pe 2:9  then the Lord knows how to rescue the godly from trials, and to keep the unrighteous under punishment until the day of judgment,

2Pe 2:10  and especially those who indulge in the lust of defiling passion and despise authority. Bold and willful, they do not tremble as they blaspheme the glorious ones,

2Pe 2:11  whereas angels, though greater in might and power, do not pronounce a blasphemous judgment against them before the Lord.

2 PETER 2V12-22
2Pe 2:12  But these, like irrational animals, creatures of instinct, born to be caught and destroyed, blaspheming about matters of which they are ignorant, will also be destroyed in their destruction,

2Pe 2:13  suffering wrong as the wage for their wrongdoing. They count it pleasure to revel in the daytime. They are blots and blemishes, reveling in their deceptions, while they feast with you.

2Pe 2:14  They have eyes full of adultery, insatiable for sin. They entice unsteady souls. They have hearts trained in greed. Accursed children!

Ons harte moet daarenteen geoefen wees in genade, heiligheid en lydsaamheid...oefening in godsaligheid (Timotheus) /
2Pe 2:15  Forsaking the right way, they have gone astray. They have followed the way of Balaam, the son of Beor, who loved gain from wrongdoing,

2Pe 2:16  but was rebuked for his own transgression; a speechless donkey spoke with human voice and restrained the prophet's madness.

2Pe 2:17  These are waterless springs and mists driven by a storm. For them the gloom of utter darkness has been reserved.

2Pe 2:18  For, speaking loud boasts of folly, they entice by sensual passions of the flesh those who are barely escaping from those who live in error.

2Pe 2:19  They promise them freedom, but they themselves are slaves of corruption. For whatever overcomes a person, to that he is enslaved.

Joh. 8...hy wat die sonde doen... /
2Pe 2:20  For if, after they have escaped the defilements of the world through the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, they are again entangled in them and overcome, the last state has become worse for them than the first.

Jak. 1v27 / By their own searching men learn more and more knowledge (gnosis) but they are unable to come to full-knowledge. Here in the Greek Paul uses the word epignosis – which means a full knowledge. The little prefix epi showed me the difference. It means a coming upon – a knowledge which comes upon us from God as revelation. Since this epi-gnosis (fullknowledge) is not grasped, but is given only to prepared hearts that can receive from God, we see the utter futility of man’s own efforts. He can learn more and more fragments and bits of knowledge, but still miss the truth. [DF] /

2Pe 2:21  For it would have been better for them never to have known the way of righteousness than after knowing it to turn back from the holy commandment delivered to them.

Rom. 6v17 / 
2Pe 2:22  What the true proverb says has happened to them: "THE DOG RETURNS TO ITS OWN VOMIT, AND THE SOW, AFTER WASHING HERSELF, RETURNS TO WALLOW IN THE MIRE."
(PROVERBS 26:11) /

CHAPTER THREE

2 PETER 3V1-9
2Pe 3:1  This is now the second letter that I am writing to you, beloved. In both of them I am stirring up your sincere mind by way of reminder,

2Pe 3:1 ANV Geliefdes, dit is al die tweede brief wat ek aan julle skrywe. In albei het ek geprobeer om julle weer helder te laat dink deur julle te herinner aan /
2Pe 3:2  that you should remember the predictions of the holy prophets and the commandment of the Lord and Savior through your apostles,

1 Joh. 3v23. Let op dat diue evangelie hier, in Paulus se pastorale briewe en elders 'n gebod genoem word, want dit verg gehoorsaamheid aan Jesus...soos teenoor 'n blote belydenis met die mond...vgl. Jakobus 2. / Geloofsgehoorsaamheid / 
2Pe 3:3  knowing this first of all, that scoffers will come in the last days with scoffing, following their own sinful desires.

2Pe 3:4  They will say, "Where is the promise of his coming? For ever since the fathers fell asleep, all things are continuing as they were from the beginning of creation."

Let op dat die wederkoms (komende heerlikheid) die tema is (en 'n heilige lewe in die lig daarvan) van 1 en 2 Petrus. Vgl. Jak. 5v7...vroee en laat reens. /
2Pe 3:5  For they deliberately overlook this fact, that the heavens existed long ago, and the earth was formed out of water and through water by the word of God,

2Pe 3:6  and that by means of these the world that then existed was deluged with water and perished.

2Pe 3:7  But by the same word the heavens and earth that now exist are stored up for fire, being kept until the day of judgment and destruction of the ungodly.

2Pe 3:8  But do not overlook this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day.

2Pe 3:9  The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing that any should perish, but that all should reach repentance.

2 PETER 3V10-18
2Pe 3:10  But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a roar, and the heavenly bodies will be burned up and dissolved, and the earth and the works that are done on it will be exposed.

2Pe 3:11  Since all these things are thus to be dissolved, what sort of people ought you to be in lives of holiness and godliness,

2Pe 3:12  waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be set on fire and dissolved, and the heavenly bodies will melt as they burn!

HIERDIE PLEK GAAN BRAND, BOET! Ons generasie is besig om die seilstoele op die Titanic mooi te rangskik terwyl hy besig is om te sink.  Ons huur vrolik binnenshuise versierders om 'n brandende gebou fraaier en meer "cozy" te maak. Jesus het gesê Sy dissipels is "die lig van die wêreld", maar ons moet dit binne konteks van die hele boodskap van die Nuwe Testament verstaan.  Ons optimisme oor hierdie wêreld en sy toekoms moet 'n nekslag toegedien word sodat ons Bybels kan begin dink oor die koninkryk van God en ons bestaan op aarde.  Waar dissipels van Jesus betrokke is, sal daar noodwendig opheffing plaasvind, maar wat is ons boodskap aan hierdie wêreld?  Dit is veronderstel om te wees: "Hierdie plek gaan brand, maar daar is 'n uitweg, Sy naam is Jesus".  Die Noag boodskap is steeds van toepassing.  Die einde kom, maar daar is 'n ark deur God berei.  Die wat dit glo kan die komende oordeel ontvlug.  Die wêreld sal nie weer deur water vergaan nie, maar hy gaan beslis deur vuur vergaan. Waar is jou hoop, my vriend, en wat is jou boodskap?  Lees asseblief die onderstaande tekste biddend en hoor wat die Heilige Gees vir jou sê. "Waardeur die toenmalige wêreld met water oorstroom is en vergaan het.  Maar die teenswoordige hemele en die aarde is deur dieselfde woord as ‘n skat weggelê en word vir die vuur bewaar teen die dag van die oordeel en die verderf van die goddelose mense." 2 Petrus 3:6-7  "Julle wat die koms van die dag van God verwag en verhaas, waardeur die hemele deur vuur sal vergaan en die elemente sal brand en versmelt." 2 Petrus 3:12  "En met baie ander woorde het hy hulle besweer en vermaan en gesê: Laat julle red uit hierdie verkeerde geslag." Handelinge 2:40  "En aan julle wat verdruk word, verligting te gee saam met ons in die openbaring van die Here Jesus uit die hemel met sy magtige engele  in vuur en vlam, wanneer Hy wraak uitoefen op die wat God nie ken nie en op die wat aan die evangelie van onse Here Jesus nie gehoorsaam is nie." 2 Thessalonicense 1:7-8  "En sy Seun uit die hemele te verwag, wat Hy uit die dode opgewek het, Jesus wat ons van die toekomstige toorn verlos." 1 Thessalonicense 1:10   En dan... "En ek het ‘n nuwe hemel en ‘n nuwe aarde gesien, want die eerste hemel en die eerste aarde het verbygegaan; en die see was daar nie meer nie." Openbaring 21:1   [AT] /
2Pe 3:13  But according to his promise we are waiting for new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells.

Die hemelse stad...Heb. 11 / 
2Pe 3:14  Therefore, beloved, since you are waiting for these, be diligent to be found by him without spot or blemish, and at peace.

Dit is die hele punt van alles wat Petrus leer. / 
2Pe 3:15  And count the patience of our Lord as salvation, just as our beloved brother Paul also wrote to you according to the wisdom given him,

See Rom. 2v4 /

2Pe 3:16  as he does in all his letters when he speaks in them of these matters. There are some things in them that are hard to understand, which the ignorant and unstable twist to their own destruction, as they do the other Scriptures.

2Pe 3:17  You therefore, beloved, knowing this beforehand, take care that you are not carried away with the error of lawless people and lose your own stability.

Be on your guard not to be carried away by the deception of people who have no principles. Then you won't fall from your firm position. (2 Peter 3:17 GW) 
2Pe 3:18  But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him be the glory both now and to the day of eternity. Amen.

Col. 1v10; 2 Thes. 1v3 / Grace is the special word for God's gospel love.  Hence this growth in grace is a growth in the knowledge of God's great love revealed in the gospel.  See 2 Thes. 1v3. / GÉÉN SEËN BUITE CHRISTUS NIE Die heil en verlossing, identiteit en bestemming van alle nasies en alle mense is slegs in Jesus.  Daar is geen verlossing, geen vrede, geen ware blydskap of vervulling buite Hom nie.  Ons boodskap as dissipels van Jesus is nie dat mense deur ‘n soort van ‘n algemene geloof in die Bybel geseën kan word as onafhanklike individue of families nie.  Dit is eerder dat hulle slegs IN CHRISTUS geseën kan word deur vergifnis, heil, verlossing en identiteit IN HOM te vind!  Net so is jou verdere pad na versoening met Jesus nie ‘n onafhanklike bestaan waar jy probeer om op ‘n manier seën vir jou eie lewe, omstandighede en familie by God te kry nie.  Jou seën kan net gevind word in ‘n groeiende en lewende kennis van Jesus en jou vereniging met Hom.   “Maar julle moet toeneem in die genade en kennis van onse Here en Saligmaker, Jesus Christus. Aan Hom kom die heerlikheid toe, nou sowel as in die dag van die ewigheid. Amen.”  2 Pet. 3:18   Dit is nie nodig vir jou om lang ompaaie in ‘n geestelike woestyn te stap deur iewers hierdie ontwykende geseënde lewe te soek nie.  Fokus liewer jou hele hart op Jesus en verhouding met Hom en selfs al lyk jou lewe dan uiterlik asof alles nie altyd klopdisselboom is nie, sal jy in jou binneste weet dat jy weet dat jy ‘n geseënde mens is, ryk in genade! [AT] /
1 JOHN
1 JOHN AT COMMENTARY

1 JOHN BACKGROUND

THE RESTORATION OF THE TESTIMONY OF JESUS

Chip Brogden

If Paul is the teacher, the explainer, and the detailer, then John is the one who summarizes everything Paul ever said about Christ into one place: “He that has the Son has Life, and He that has not the Son of God has not Life” (1 Jn. 5:12). It just cannot be expressed more plainly or simply. John never mentions anything about head coverings, or spiritual gifts, or the qualifications of an elder. Concerning husbands and wives, parents and children, masters and slaves, widows and orphans, he says nothing; he ties everything up into one succulent truth: “Love one another.” All the details have been covered by Paul already. John’s work is not to set the Ekklesia in order, but to restore the Testimony of Jesus to the Ekklesia. If the Ekklesia does not bear the Testimony then the matters of head covering, speaking in tongues, and eldership become moot points. In other words, if the Light goes out, then it does not matter if everything else is done decently and in order. We will simply be having “church” in the dark. If the Testimony of Jesus is lost then the meeting together, the Lord’s Supper, the establishing of new fellowships, the exercise of spiritual gifts, the ministry to the poor – all that pertains to the Ekklesia becomes meaningless and dead. As a wise master builder, Paul is building upon the foundation of Christ and concerns himself with everything from the building materials, to the color of the carpet and the fixtures on the wall (figuratively speaking). From Paul we learn all about this Ekklesia that Jesus is building. Once that is established, John comes to remind us why the spiritual building is built in the first place and Who the Owner is. In other words, John is calling us back to the Testimony of Jesus in order to recover God’s original thought and purpose for the Ekklesia.

Time:  AD 90-95 (24th)

Stats:  5 chapters/105 verses/2 523 words/5 questions/100 verses of history/5 verses of unfulfilled prophecy

Key Term:  “Fellowship” (1:3).  Fellowship (Greek, koinonia) is partnership with Jesus and partnership with other believers in Jesus.  The best preventive against false doctrine is true fellowship.  
Key People:

John—wrote to reassure believers about the fundamental truth of the Christian faith (1:1–5:21)
Jesus—Christ is the Word of Life who sacrificed Himself and rose from the grave to give eternal life to all who believe (1:1–5:20)

Key Words:
Sin: Greek hamartia—1:7–8; 3:4–5, 8–9; 5:16–17—literally, “to miss the mark.” John speaks of a kind of sin one can recover from and another kind of sin from which one can not recover. John’s readers, unlike readers today, apparently understood the difference between these two kinds of sin. The overall teaching of this epistle suggests that those who denied the Christian community (2:18–19) to follow heretical, “antichrist” teachings were irrecoverable. Their rebellion and denial of Jesus’ true identity (4:1–3) leads to unrepentant sin. In the end, their sin produces spiritual death.

Advocate: Greek parakletos—2:1—literally, “one who is called to our side.” This Greek term refers to the position of a comforter, consoler, or defense attorney. In John 14:26 and 15:26, the Holy Spirit is called the Advocate for believers. The Holy Spirit works within us to comfort and help us and also pleads our case before the Father in heaven (Romans 8:26–27, 34).

Key Text:
1 John 1:3  wat ons gesien en gehoor het, verkondig ons aan julle, sodat julle ook gemeenskap met ons kan hê; en ons gemeenskap is met die Vader en met sy Seun, Jesus Christus.
Provocation & Context:
Although he was advanced in age when he penned this epistle, John was still actively ministering to churches in and around Ephesus in Asia Minor. By then, he was the sole remaining apostolic survivor who had had an intimate, eyewitness association with Jesus throughout His earthly ministry, death, resurrection, and ascension. The church fathers indicate that John eventually settled in Ephesus. There he gave oversight to many churches, conducted an extensive evangelistic program, and wrote much of his contribution to the New Testament. One church father (Papias), who had direct contact with John, described him as a “living and abiding voice.” As the last remaining apostle, John’s testimony was highly authoritative among Christians at the end of the first century.

Ephesus (Acts 19:10) lay within the intellectual center of Asia Minor. As predicted years before by the Apostle Paul (Acts 20:28–31), false teachers had arisen from within the church’s own ranks. These leaders, saturated with the prevailing climate of philosophical trends, began infecting the church with false doctrine, perverting fundamental apostolic teaching. These false teachers advocated new ideas that eventually became known as “Gnosticism” (from the Greek word for “knowledge”). Second only to the battle over the influence of legalistic Judaism in the early church, Gnosticism was the most dangerous heresy that threatened the church during the first three centuries. Most likely, John was combating the early strains of that virulent heresy. Since even the primitive forms of this false teaching were spiritually lethal, John took action. With gentleness and love, but with unquestionable apostolic authority, he sent this letter to churches in his sphere of influence to stem this spreading plague of false doctrine.

One Sentence Summary:  Christians have fellowship with Christ, who is God incarnate, through walking in the light and through living in love, and as a result they are secure (through their knowledge of being saved) in the eternal life that Christ has given them.
First John especially focuses on believing in Jesus’ true identity and the reality of eternal life.  The only biblical references by name to the “antichrist” are found in his epistle (and its close companion, 2 John);  see 1 Jn. 2:18, 22;  4:3;  2 Jn. 7.  What is striking in John’s teaching is that not only will there come a future antichrist, but that there are already many antichrists present.  The essence of the “antichrist spirit” is to deny the essential character of Jesus as God incarnate, the Messiah.  Thus, John was more concerned about his readers firmly identifying and rejecting the antichrist spirit active in their own day than in their identifying the future (end-time) antichrist.

The Apostle John made a significant contribution to the New Testament with five books (Gospel of John, 1, 2, and 3 John, and Revelation). His writing represents a wider variety than that of any of the other authors. He composed a gospel, three letters, and a lengthy prophetic work.

Basic Outline:
1.

The letter is noted for its rambling style.  This makes it almost impossible to generate a clear outline for the letter.  In general, chapters 1-2 focus on walking in the light, while chapters 3-5 focus on living in love.

2.

Fellowship: God is Light (Chpts. 1-2)

Walking: God is Love (Chpts. 3-4)

Living: God is Life (Chpt. 5)

3.

     I.     The Fundamental Tests of Genuine Fellowship—SPIRAL I (1:1–2:17)

     A.     The Fundamental Tests of Doctrine (1:1–2:2)

     B.     The Fundamental Tests of Morals (2:3–17)

     II.     The Fundamental Tests of Genuine Fellowship—SPIRAL II (2:18–3:24)

     A.     Part 2 of the Doctrinal Test (2:18–27)

     B.     Part 2 of the Moral Test (2:28–3:24)

     III.     The Fundamental Tests of Genuine Fellowship—SPIRAL III (4:1–21)

     A.     Part 3 of the Doctrinal Test (4:1–6)

     B.     Part 3 of the Moral Test (4:7–21)

     IV.     The Fundamental Tests of Genuine Fellowship—SPIRAL IV (5:1–21)

     A.     The Victorious Life in Christ (5:1–5)

     B.     The Witness of God for Christ (5:6–12)

     C.     Christian Certainties Because of Christ (5:13–21)
4.

1. The Prologue to the Letter

2. God Is Light, So We Must Walk in the Light

3. Keeping God’s Commandments

4. Words of Reassurance

5. Warning About False Teachers

6. Children of God

7. God Is Love, So We Must Love One Another
8. Testing the Spirits

9. God is Love

10. Testimony About the Son

11. Assurance of Eternal Life


5.

EEN:

1.
1-4:
Gemeenskap met God (Jn. 14:23)

2.
5-7:
Lig en Duisternis

3.
8-2:2:
Sondes: Eerlikheid, Belydenis en Oorwinning
TWEE:

1.
3-11
Liefde en Haat

2.
12-17
Vaders, Jongmanne, Kinders: Die Wêreld

3.
18-29
Die Antichriste

DRIE:  KINDERS VAN GOD: BROEDERLIEFDE
1. 
1-24:
Kinders van God: Broederliefde

VIER:

1.
1-6:
Valse Profete

2.
7-21:
Wedergeboorte en die Liefde

VYF:

1.
1-13
Die Ware Geloof

2.
14-21
Gebed en Wedergeboorte

Sketch:  The Fellowship of the Divine Life.
Key Doctrines:

Fundamentals of the faith—sound faith, obedience, and love work together to produce happiness, holiness, and assurance in the lives of believers (1:4, 9; 2:1, 3, 15; 4:4–6; 5:13; Psalm 32:3–5; Proverbs 28:13; John 14:30; 16:11; Romans 6:12–14; 8:12–13; 1 Corinthians 15:34; Ephesians 4:32; Colossians 2:13)

Demonic teachings—false teachers denied the humanity of Jesus Christ (2:18, 26; 3:7; 4:1–7; Isaiah 53:3–4; Matthew 1:18; Luke 1:31; 1 Corinthians 15:21; Galatians 4:4; Hebrews 2:14–17; 2 John 1:7)

Quick Study:

     1.      What does John teach about confession and forgiveness in the first chapter?

     2.      What four reasons does John give for why true Christians cannot habitually practice sin (3:4–10)?

     3.      John’s letter includes five specific reasons why Christians love (4:7–21), What are they?

     4.      How does John use Cain as an example in his letter?

     5.      According to John, why is it impossible to love God and hate our neighbor?

     6.      How do you apply the statement “We love because He first loved us” in your life?

God’s Character:

God is faithful—1:9

God is just—1:9

God is light—1:5

God is loving—2:5; 3:1; 4:8–10, 12, 16, 19

God is a promise keeper—2:25

God is true—1:10; 5:10

God is unified—5:7

Christ Revealed:

John emphasizes both the deity and the humanity of Jesus, declaring that in Him God fully entered into human life.  A test of Christianity is correct belief about the Incarnation (4:2, 15;  5:1)  Jesus is our Advocate with the father (2:1).  Sin is incongruous in the life of a Christian;  but if he does sin, Jesus pleads his case.  Jesus is the propitiation for our sins (2:2;  4:10).  See note on Romans 3:25.

Jesus is also Savior, sent by God to rescue us from sin (1:7;  3:5;  4:14).  Only thorugh Him can we have eternal life (5:11, 12).

John presents the Second Coming of Jesus as an incentive to remain firm in the faith (2;28), and he gives assurance that our complete transformation into Christ’s likeness will occur at His return.
In this epistle, John combats Gnostic doctrine that denied the humanity of Jesus Christ. John proclaims the identity of Jesus Christ as the incarnation of God the Son into human flesh: “This is He who came by water and blood” (5:6). This verse describes the genuine life and death of Christ as the Son of Man.

The Holy Spirit at Work:
John describes a threefold ministry of the Holy Spirit in this epistle.  First, God’s gift of the Spirit to us assures us of our relationship to Christ, both that He abides in us (3:24) and that we abide in Him (4:13).  Second, the Holy Spirit testifies to the reality of the Incarnation of Christ (4:2;  5:6-8).  Third, the Spirit leads true believers into a full realization of the truth concerning Jesus, that they may successfully oppose the heretics who deny that truth (2:20;  4:4)

Content:

· Christus ons Lig, Liefde en Lewe

· Back to the basics of Christianity.

· The fellowship of the Divine life.
· Faith and Reason.  Covenant and Redemption.  Ethics and Morality.
· Wandel in die Lig, Leef in die Liefde, Wees Seker. 

· The fundamentals of faith.  First John serves like a cover letter for the Gospel of John, filled with practical ways to live out the Christian life that begins by believing in Jesus.
· The Incarnation of Christ / The Messiahship of Jesus / Living in Light and Love

· Christians have fellowship with Christ, who is God incarnate, through walking in the light and through living in love, and as a result they are secure in the eternal life that Christ has given them.

· In 1 JOHN we are LOVING SONS ENJOYING FELLOWSHIP in Christ.

· 1 John - The Love of God. John describes true fellowship of the believer with believer and with God. Describes God as light and love. Encourages a holy Christian walk before the Lord. Much mention of Christian love. 

SYNOPSIS (Jn. 1:1-4, 1 Cor. 1:9, 

MESSAGE

Die Ewige Lewe (God) het vlees geword (Jn. 1:1-2) en ‘n tasbare werklikheid vir mense met die spesifieke doel om gemeenskap met ons te hê (vv. 3-4)!  Ons het deur die apostels se getuienis (NT) gemeenskap met die Vader en die Seun; dieselfde kwaliteit gemeenskap as die apostels.

APPLICATION

There is no reason why we should not have fullness of joy in the presence of the Father and Son through the HS (2 Cor. 13:13).  Make full use of your communion privileges and you will have fullness of joy (Ps.16:11)!  

CONUNDRUMS

Daar is nie werklik groot eksegetiese probleme in hierdie perikoop nie.  Vers 3 en 4 is problematies in die sin dat verduidelik moet word hoe ons blydskap volkome kan wees deur die apostels se gemeenskap met Jesus van Nasaret…i.p.v. met die verrese Christus?

MY OWN OUTLINE

SYNOPSIS OF BOOK

BACKGROUND

It is very important for the correct understanding of this book to fully grasp the gnostic heresy that led to its writing.

MESSAGE

APPLICATION

CONUNDRUMS

EIE INDELING

1:1-4


Gemeenskap met God (Jn. 14:23)

1:5-7


Lig en Duisternis: Eerlike Wandel

1:8-2:2


Sondes: Eerlikheid, Belydenis, Oorwinning en Versoening

2:3-2:11

Liefde en Haat

2:12-2:17
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2:18-2:29

Die Antichriste

3:1-24


Kinders van God: Broederliefde

 


1-3:  Kindskap – nou en later




4-15: Sonde en Broederliefde (negatief)




16-24: Broederliefde (positief), Ons Hart, Gebed en Gebooie
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Valse Profete
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Wedergeboorte en die Liefde

5:1-13


Die Ware Geloof

5:14-21

Gebed en Wedergeboorte

NO OT QUOTATIONS

PARALLELS BETWEEN JOHN’S GOSPEL AND EPISTLE

GOSPEL IN BLUE

Wat van die begin af was, wat ons gehoor het, wat ons met ons oë gesien het, wat ons aanskou het en ons hande getas het aangaande die Woord van die lewe-- en die lewe is geopenbaar, en ons het dit gesien, en ons getuig en verkondig aan julle die ewige lewe wat by die Vader was en aan ons geopenbaar is-- 

(1Jo 1:1-2 AOV)
In die begin was die Woord, en die Woord was by God, en die Woord was God. Hy was in die begin by God.  (Joh 1:1-2 AOV)

In Hom was lewe, en die lewe was die lig van die mense.  (Joh 1:4 AOV)

En die Woord het vlees geword en het onder ons gewoon--en ons het sy heerlikheid aanskou, 'n heerlikheid soos van die Eniggeborene wat van die Vader kom--vol van genade en waarheid.  (Joh 1:14 AOV)

My kinders, ek skryf hierdie dinge aan julle, dat julle nie moet sondig nie; en as iemand gesondig het, ons het 'n Voorspraak by die Vader, Jesus Christus, die Regverdige.  (1Jo 2:1 AOV)

En Ek sal die Vader bid, en Hy sal julle 'n ander Trooster gee om by julle te bly tot in ewigheid: (Joh 14:16 AOV)
En Hy is 'n versoening vir ons sondes, en nie alleen vir ons s'n nie, maar ook vir dié van die hele wêreld.  (1Jo 2:2 AOV)
En dit het hy nie uit homself gesê nie; maar omdat hy daardie jaar hoëpriester was, het hy geprofeteer dat Jesus vir die volk sou sterwe. En nie alleen vir die volk nie, maar ook om die verstrooide kinders van God tot 'n eenheid saam te voeg.  (Joh 11:51-52 AOV)

En tog skryf ek aan julle 'n nuwe gebod wat waar is in Hom en in julle, want die duisternis gaan verby en die waaragtige lig skyn alreeds.  (1Jo 2:8 AOV)
'n Nuwe gebod gee Ek julle, dat julle mekaar moet liefhê; soos Ek julle liefgehad het, moet julle ook mekaar liefhê.  (Joh 13:34 AOV)

As julle my gebooie bewaar, sal julle in my liefde bly, net soos Ek die gebooie van my Vader bewaar en in sy liefde bly.  (Joh 15:10 AOV)

Dit is my gebod, dat julle mekaar moet liefhê net soos Ek julle liefgehad het.  (Joh 15:12 AOV)

Wie sy broeder liefhet, bly in die lig, en in hom is geen oorsaak van struikeling nie. (1Jo 2:10 AOV)
Jesus antwoord: Is daar nie twaalf ure in die dag nie? As iemand in die dag wandel, stamp hy hom nie, omdat hy die lig van hierdie wêreld sien. Maar as iemand in die nag wandel, stamp hy hom, omdat die lig nie in hom is nie. (Joh 11:9-10 AOV) En Jesus sê vir hulle: Nog 'n klein tydjie is die lig by julle. Wandel so lank as julle die lig het, sodat die duisternis julle nie oorval nie. En wie in die duisternis wandel, weet nie waar hy gaan nie.  (Joh 12:35 AOV)

Elkeen wat die Seun loën, het ook nie die Vader nie. (1Jo 2:23 AOV)
Wie my haat, haat ook my Vader. As Ek nie die werke onder hulle gedoen het wat niemand anders gedoen het nie, sou hulle geen sonde hê nie. Maar nou het hulle dit gesien, en tog het hulle My sowel as my Vader gehaat.  (Joh 15:23-24 AOV)

En die salwing wat julle van Hom ontvang het, bly in julle, en julle het nie nodig dat iemand julle leer nie; maar soos dieselfde salwing julle aangaande alles leer, so is dit ook waar en geen leuen nie; en soos dié julle geleer het, so moet julle in Hom bly.  (1Jo 2:27 AOV)
maar die Trooster, die Heilige Gees, wat die Vader in my Naam sal stuur, Hy sal julle alles leer en sal julle herinner aan alles wat Ek vir julle gesê het.  (Joh 14:26 AOV) Maar wanneer Hy gekom het, die Gees van die waarheid, sal Hy julle in die hele waarheid lei; want Hy sal nie uit Homself spreek nie, maar alles wat Hy hoor, sal Hy spreek en die toekomstige dinge aan julle verkondig. (Joh 16:13 AOV)

Hy wat die sonde doen, is uit die duiwel, want die duiwel sondig van die begin af. Vir hierdie doel het die Seun van God verskyn, om die werke van die duiwel te verbreek. (1Jo 3:8 AOV)
Elkeen wat sy broeder haat, is 'n moordenaar; en julle weet dat geen moordenaar die ewige lewe as iets blywends in hom het nie. (1Jo 3:15 AOV)
Julle het die duiwel as vader, en die begeertes van julle vader wil julle doen. Hy was 'n mensemoordenaar van die begin af en staan nie in die waarheid nie, omdat daar in hom geen waarheid is nie. Wanneer hy leuentaal praat, praat hy uit sy eie, omdat hy 'n leuenaar is en die vader daarvan.  (Joh 8:44 AOV)

Want dit is die boodskap wat julle van die begin af gehoor het, dat ons mekaar moet liefhê; (1Jo 3:11 AOV) Hieraan het ons die liefde leer ken, dat Hy sy lewe vir ons afgelê het; en ons behoort ons lewe vir die broeders af te lê.  (1Jo 3:16 AOV)
Dit is my gebod, dat julle mekaar moet liefhê net soos Ek julle liefgehad het. Groter liefde het niemand as dit nie, dat iemand sy lewe vir sy vriende gee.  (Joh 15:12-13 AOV)

Ons is uit God; hy wat God ken, luister na ons; hy wat nie uit God is nie, luister nie na ons nie. Hieruit ken ons die Gees van die waarheid en die gees van die dwaling.  (1Jo 4:6 AOV)
Die wat uit God is, luister na die woorde van God. Daarom luister julle nie, omdat julle nie uit God is nie.  (Joh 8:47 AOV)
Dit is Hy wat deur water en bloed gekom het, Jesus die Christus; nie deur die water alleen nie, maar deur die water en die bloed; en dit is die Gees wat getuig, want die Gees is die waarheid.  (1Jo 5:6 AOV)
Maar een van die soldate het met 'n spies in sy sy gesteek, en dadelik het daar bloed en water uitgekom. En hy wat dit gesien het, het dit getuig, en sy getuienis is waaragtig; en hy weet dat hy die waarheid spreek, sodat julle kan glo.  (Joh 19:34-35 AOV)

As ons die getuienis van die mense aanneem--die getuienis van God is groter, omdat dit die getuienis is van God wat Hy aangaande sy Seun getuig het.  (1Jo 5:9 AOV)
Daar is 'n ander Een wat van My getuig, en Ek weet dat die getuienis wat Hy van My getuig, waar is. (Joh 5:32 AOV) Maar Ek neem die getuienis van 'n mens nie aan nie; maar Ek sê dit, dat julle gered kan word.  (Joh 5:34 AOV) Maar Ek het 'n groter getuienis as dié van Johannes, want die werke wat die Vader My gegee het om te volbring, die werke self wat Ek doen, getuig van My dat die Vader My gestuur het.  (Joh 5:36 AOV) En dit is ook in julle wet geskrywe dat die getuienis van twee mense waar is. Dit is Ek wat van Myself getuig; en die Vader wat My gestuur het, getuig van My.  (Joh 8:17-18 AOV)

Hy wat die Seun het, het die lewe; wie die Seun van God nie het nie, het nie die lewe nie.  (1Jo 5:12 AOV)
Hy wat in die Seun glo, het die ewige lewe; maar hy wat die Seun ongehoorsaam is, sal die lewe nie sien nie, maar die toorn van God bly op hom.  (Joh 3:36 AOV)

Dit het ek geskrywe aan julle wat glo in die Naam van die Seun van God, sodat julle kan weet dat julle die ewige lewe het en kan glo in die Naam van die Seun van God.  (1Jo 5:13 AOV)
maar hierdie is beskrywe, dat julle kan glo dat Jesus die Christus is, die Seun van God; en dat julle deur te glo die lewe kan hê in sy Naam.  (Joh 20:31 AOV)

En dit is die vrymoedigheid wat ons teenoor Hom het, dat Hy ons verhoor as ons iets vra volgens sy wil.  (1Jo 5:14 AOV)
En wat julle ook al in my Naam mag vra, dit sal Ek doen, sodat die Vader in die Seun verheerlik kan word. As julle iets in my Naam vra, sal Ek dit doen.  (Joh 14:13-14 AOV) En in daardie dag sal julle My niks vra nie. Voorwaar, voorwaar Ek sê vir julle, alles wat julle die Vader sal vra in my Naam, sal Hy julle gee.  (Joh 16:23 AOV)
En ons weet dat die Seun van God gekom het en ons verstand gegee het om die Waaragtige te ken; en ons is in die Waaragtige, in sy Seun, Jesus Christus. Hy is die waaragtige God en die ewige lewe. (1Jo 5:20 AOV) 

En dit is die ewige lewe, dat hulle U ken, die enige waaragtige God, en Jesus Christus wat U gestuur het.  (Joh 17:3 AOV)

Similarities between the Johannine Letters and the Gospel of John 

• light and darkness (1 John 1:5–7; 2:9–11; cf. John 8:12; 12:46) • unity of Father and Son (1 John 1:3; 2:22–24; 2 John 9; cf. John 5:20; 10:30, 38; 14:10) • references to“the truth”(1 John 2:21; 3:19; 2 John 1; 3 John 3, 8; cf. John 8:32; 18:37) • use of“Paraclete”(1 John 2:1; John 14:16, 26; 15:26; 16:7) • being hated by the world (1 John 3:13; cf. John 15:18–19; 17:13–16) • God sending Christ into the world out of love (1 John 4:9; cf. John 3:16) • Jesus coming in the flesh (1 John 4:2; 2 John 7; cf. John 1:14) • Christ laying down his life for others (1 John 3:16; cf. John 10:11, 15, 17–18; 15:12–13) • being born of God (1 John 2:29; 3:9; cf. John 1:13; 3:3–8) • knowing God (1 John 2:3–5, 13–14; 3:1, 6; 4:6–8; cf. John 1:10; 8:55; 14:7; 16:3) • abiding in God/Christ (1 John 2:6, 27–28; 3:6, 24; 4:13–16; cf. John 6:56; 15:4–10) • new and old commandments (1 John 2:7; 2 John 5; cf. John 13:34) • loving one another (1 John 2:27–28; 3:11, 23; 2 John 5; cf. John 13:34; 15:12) • water and blood (1 John 5:6–8; cf. John 19:34–35) • that joy may be complete (1 John 1:4; 2 John 12; cf. John 15:11; 16:24; 17:13)

See the ISBE article on Gnosticism. 

THE COMMENTARY
SIGNIFICANT WORDS AND TERMS IN THIS BOOK

· Righteousness

· Grace
CHAPTER ONE

1 JOHN 1V1-10

Hierdie hoofstuk gaan primêr oor gemeenskap met God.  Dit word eers beskryf vanuit die positiewe, nl. die ewige God wat vlees geword het en Homself openbaar het in Christus (1:1-4) en dan vanuit die negatiewe, nl die groot struikelblok tot gemeenskap, sonde (1:5-2:2). / Albert: 1 John 1: 1. The apostolic witness were firsthand and intimate. It was not a fable. They heard, saw, and touched Jesus. Jesus Himself is the word of life. When we touch Him we touch life. The life of Jesus was MANIFESTED. This life came from the side of the Father of lights. This life must be proclaimed, even in the church to saints. We are in need of hearing the proclamation and testimony of the life of Christ. It is only in the proclamation and hearing of the Gospel that we can have fellowship with the apostles and with the Father and Son. Fullness of joy can only be find in the communication and mutual enjoyment of the Gospel. The life of Christ communicated and enjoyed is what the apostolic Gospel is all about (1-4).  2. Verse 5 is an amazing summary of the message that Jesus brought from the side of the Father. The simple yet profound message is this: God IS light and there is not a spot of darkness in Him. This is apostolic proclamation that we need to hear and proclaim ourselves. Here is THE ONE TEST of true fellowship with God: those who fellowship with Him do not continue to walk in the darkness of sin! Those who have fellowship with God delights to walk in His light and they are thus continually cleansed from all sin by the blood of Jesus. The LIGHT is not the LAW. The light is JESUS! In Him is grace and truth. The atonement is constantly at work and effective for those who walk in the light of Jesus. There is no man on earth who does not have indwelling sin. Those who say they don't only deceive themselves and thus prove that they are not walking in truth. One aspect of walking in the light is thus to acknowledge indwelling sin in the light of God's presence, and to confess our sins (plural) to God. God forgives and cleanses when we do this, for He is faithful and just and will act in accordance with the atonement of His Son. Those who have true fellowship with God acknowledge when they have sinned and they confess it in the light in order to be cleansed by the blood of Jesus. Those who do not want to acknowledge when they have sinned prove that they are not indwelt by Jesus who is the Light! They also thus make God a liar, because He sent Jesus, the Light, in order to show us our lostness and to deliver us from it. But only those who confess indwelling sin and individual sins have the benefit of the constant cleansing of the blood of Jesus (5-10). / 

1Jn 1:1  That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we looked upon and have touched with our hands, concerning the word of life--

1 JOHN 1 VERSES 1 TO 4 WUEST TRANSLATION 1, 2 That which was from the beginning, that which we have heard with the present result that it is ringing in our ears, that which we have discerningly seen with our eyes with the present result that it is in our mind's eye, that which we gazed upon as a spectacle, and our hands handled with a view to investigation, that which is concerning the Word of the life and this aforementioned life was made visible, and we have seen it with discernment and have it in our mind's eye, and are bearing witness and bringing back to you a message concerning the life, the eternal life, which is of such a nature as to have been in fellowship with the Father and was made visible to us.  3   3, 4 That which we have seen with discernment and at present is in our mind's eye, and that which we have heard and at present is ringing in our ears, we are reporting also to you, in order that as for you also, you may be participating jointly in common with us. And the fellowship indeed which is ours, is with the Father and with His Son, Jesus Christ. And these things, as for us, we are writing in order that our joy, having been filled completely full in times past may persist in that state of fullness through present time. / 'Sien' en 'aanskou' - belangrik in die koninkryk - vergelyk 2 Kor. 3v18 & Jn.5v19./ NB Test your life in terms of life, light and love. Important themes in John's writings. / 1 Jn. 1v1-4: 1. (See the Phillips translation) John begins his letter in eternity past, very similar to the way he began his gospel. He is eager to communicate this 'manifested eternal life' to the disciples. Even so many years after Jesus became flesh John was still excited about publishing the message of the incarnation and what it implied. This eternal life was always with the Father, but in time it (He) was manifested in time to the senses of certain men. By implication there was also divine revelation of this life to the apostles. John is saying that through the very proclamation and speaking of this Life the avenue of Christian fellowship is opened as it already exists between the speaker and the Father and Son. He ends this pericope with the familiar NT theme of reciprocal and mutual joy between believers. Christian  joy is an interdependent thing. It is a wonderful NC reality, entirely different from previous concepts of joy. Joy in one Body shared with God! 2. Interdependent joy made possible by the life and fellowship brought to us by the incarnation of the Son. 3. A TD should really and experientially be in awe of the implications of the incarnation, even as John was. We should also be able to say (since we are living in 'that day' of Pentecost) we have seen, heard and touched with our spiritual senses that eternal life that was from the beginning. We should similarly be very eager to share this life with others. We should know that our full joy is dependent on the sharing of the life and fellowship of the Father and Son with other believers! 4. Am I still super-exuberant about the incarnation, the life, and the fellowship with God? Am I sharing my joy with other believers and actively pursuing growth in the joy of this holy fellowship? Is my joy in Christ full and growing? 5. Look again (and again...and again....) at the wonder of the incarnation and the life revealed. Zealously and joyously communicate the message of the incarnation to others. Be pro-active in this! 6. Dear Father, thank You for the Son! Thank You for the incarnation! Thank You for sharing the life and joy of heaven with us! Open our eyes to see what reciprocal joy is all about. Amen. /  NOTE that John writes about the present effects in the inner man of a disciple of Christ revealed.  Thus these letters contain more than just commands to live a certain standard of life.  [AT] /  
1Jn 1:2  the life was made manifest, and we have seen it, and testify to it and proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and was made manifest to us--

1Jn 1:3  that which we have seen and heard we proclaim also to you, so that you too may have fellowship with us; and indeed our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ.

AT Link: Acts 2v42. / 
1Jn 1:4  And we are writing these things so that our joy may be complete.

1:5-7  LIG EN DUISTERNIS

SYNOPSIS

MESSAGE

Straightaway John defines the kind of fellowship that the Father offers (v.5).  It is a fellowship of light.  God will never fellowship in contradiction to His character.  He cannot deny Himself and therefore He cannot fellowship with darkness.  The first of the ‘if we’s’ are introduced in verse 6.  These are meant to be a test of our position and condition.  Hence, where are we standing with regard to these imperatives of the Christian faith.  Note the verbs ‘fellowship’ and ‘walk’ in both verses 6 and 7.  We cannot walk in darkness and at the same time have fellowship with God.  It is a theological impossibility.  When we walk in the light, however, we have constant and uninterrupted communion with God on the basis of the shed blood of Jesus. / Fellowship with Jesus shared with others is essential to fullness of joy. [Piper] /
APPLICATION

Total and complete honesty is indispensable to our fellowship with God.

CONUNDRUMS

What does ‘walking in darkness’ and its opposite, walking in light, refer to specifically? 

Sin or the life of unbelief in the first instance?  The life of faith or perfect obedience in the second?

1Jn 1:5  This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light, and in him is no darkness at all.

Albert: 1 John 1v5-2v2 (see Phillips translation): 1. John now continues to show that the fellowship with the Father and the Son is a holy fellowship. We should thus test the reality of our fellowship by the test of light. We can mark the following characteristics of fellowship in the light: a.) it is real and filled with absolute light and purity b.) it is sustained only by walking in the light and thus being cleansed by the blood c.) the light is the revealed NC truth of our sinful condition and God's marvelous provision d.) it is based on absolute truthfulness about indwelling sin e.) it is sustained by honest confession of sins bringing forgiveness and cleansing by our faithful and just Father f.) it is denied to those who refuse to admit that they have sinned g.) it does not abuse the provision of the blood and advocacy of Christ, but when necessary makes full use of its marvelous ability to cleanse and sustain fellowship in the light. 2. Real fellowship sustained by honesty, and faith in the blood. 3. A TD should know that God is holy and that fellowship with Him is only possible in light of His unadulterated purity. We should thus admit the revealed truth of our indwelling sin, confess all deeds of sin, make full use of the blood and advocacy of Jesus with an unwavering trust in God's faithfulness and lastly avoid sinning with all our might because of our knowledge of God's utter purity and our deep appreciation of the precious fellowship we have with Him. 4. Do I cherish the fellowship in the light with the Father and Son above all other things on earth? Am I truly sensitive to God's holiness and purity? Do I hate sin? 5. Memorise 1 Jn. 1v1-2v2 and cherish its truths in your heart. Pray for enlightenment. 6. Dear Father, thank You for revealing THE FELLOWSHIP of the Trinity to us. Thank You so much for revealing its conditions. Open my eyes to fully see and appreciate all the aspects of this fellowship and the provision of Christ. Help me to not fool myself, but to walk in reality. Amen. / 1. GOD IS LIG EN DAAR IS GEEN DUISTERNIS IN HOM NIE 1 Joh. 1:5  En dit is die verkondiging wat ons van Hom gehoor het en aan julle verkondig: God is lig, en geen duisternis is in Hom nie. 2. ONS IS IN CHRISTUS KINDERS VAN DIE LIG 1 Thes. 5:5  Julle is almal kinders van die lig en kinders van die dag; ons is nie van die nag of die duisternis nie. 3. ONS WORD GEROEP OM TE WANDEL IN DIE LIG Efes. 5:8  Want vroeër was julle duisternis, maar nou is julle lig in die Here—wandel soos kinders van die lig. /
1Jn 1:6  If we say we have fellowship with him while we walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth.

Life produces light (Jn. 1v4) and light leads to love (2:9, 11).  Watch the themes of life, light and love in John's writings. / 
1Jn 1:7  But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin.

But if we [really] are living and walking in the Light, as He [Himself] is in the Light, we have [true, unbroken] fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses (removes) us from all sin and guilt [keeps us cleansed from sin in all its forms and manifestations]. [Amplified] / Joh 3:19-21 AOV En dit is die oordeel: dat die lig in die wêreld gekom het, en die mense het die duisternis liewer gehad as die lig; want hulle werke was boos. 20 Want elkeen wat kwaad doen, haat die lig en kom nie na die lig nie, dat sy werke nie bestraf mag word nie. 21 Maar hy wat die waarheid doen, kom na die lig, sodat sy werke openbaar kan word, dat hulle in God gedoen is. /
1Jn 1:8  If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.

1:8-2:2  SONDES: BELYDENIS EN OORWINNING

SYNOPSIS

MESSAGE

John continues the theme of the person who deceives himself with regard to sin.  He moves from self-deception to confession of sins in honesty then back to self-deception and finally to a warning against sinning and a reiteration of the propitiatory ministry of Christ.  Verses 8 and 10 probably refers to the person who is living in complete denial of sin in his life.  Verse 9 is probably one of the most well known and at the same time abused texts in the Bible.  Chapter 2 v.1a is an important verse that needs to be taken together with 1 v. 9. 

CROSS REFERENCES

See ‘confession’ texts below.

Jn. 13  - the washing of the disciples’ feet. Especially verse 10.

Joh 13:10  Jesus sê vir hom: Hy wat gewas is, het niks anders nodig as om die voete te was nie, maar is heeltemal rein; en julle is rein, maar nie almal nie.

APPLICATION

Once again the need to be honest and transparent before God about sin is stated.  We need to both acknowledge and agree with God (homologeo) concerning sin in order to recover fellowship with God.  This should, however, never become a mechanical formula and therefore 2 v. 1 says that we should not sin.  Once again we are told however that we do have an Advocate when we sin, but we should never wrongfully take advantage of that privilege by using it as a bar of soap that can just wash the dirt away, so ‘no big deal’!

· We need to be honest before God about our sin.

· We need to take sin seriously and cherish our fellowship with God.

· We need to be careful that we do not abuse 1 v. 9.

· We need to 

CONUNDRUMS

This is probably one of the most problematic exegetical passages in the whole Bible.  Verse 10 could refer to the believer who does not want to admit that he has sinned, but verse 8 is difficult because it does not only speak of sinning, but of having sin.  It is a difficulty with regard to the new creation truth of completeness in Christ.  It could, however, refer to that which is still being sanctified in our soul, we are thus perfect in spirit.  Verses 8 and 10 are also problematical in terms of the statement in 3 verse 9 that says the believer cannot sin?  There are many difficulties with verse 9.  Why are the NT references to confession of sin so scarce?  Why did Paul never specifically refer to confession of sin?  He did speak of repentance for the believer, however, in 2 Cor. 7.  When confession is spoken of in other instances in the NT it almost always refers to confessing of Christ.  Is this confession for the believer only; the unbeliever only, or for both believer and unbeliever?  Are we not already forgiven at regeneration?  How specifically do we confess sins; one by one, generally, etc?

Why does John say in chapter 2 v. 1 ‘I write SO THAT you do not sin’?  How does honesty about and confession of sin keep us from sinning?  Chapter 2 verse 2 poses a problem for those who believe in Limited Atonement.

1Jn 1:9  If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Vergifnis is makliker as toestemming. Dit is makliker om net te doen wat jy wil en daarna sonde te bely as om by die Here te hoor wat Sy wil oor 'n saak is.  Confession is easier than permission.  We can easily as Christians slip into the mode where we would rather do something that is questionable and then confess if we later find that it is sin, instead of praying and finding the Father’s will and get permission (or not) to do or say something.  [AT] / If our hearts are not cleansed of unrighteousness we will very easily commit the same sins again.

Confession is to a Father, not to a Judge (2:1).  To confess and forsake sins (Prov. 28:13) means that we utterly sincerely acknowledge our sin and completely turn from it.  It does not mean of course that we will never again be guilty of that sin.

Possible interpretations:

1. This verse is only applicable to unbelievers (Bob George).   

2. This confession is not confession of our specific sins per se, but rather a confession of the victory over sin wrought at Calvary (F. du Toit).  Based on an exegesis of the word confess…homologeo.

3. This verse applies to believers and is a way given for them to restore fellowship with God when they have sinned.

· This confession does not cause forgiveness, but only procures the forgiveness that was already effected at the cross and received at regeneration.

· Our relationship with God is not affected by sin, only our fellowship and this is the ambit of this verse.

· We do not appear before God as Judge, but only as Father.

The other views under this point:

· We literally gain forgiveness only when we confess sins.  Only the sins of our past were forgiven at regeneration.  The sins that follow after regeneration are dealt with in this verse.

· Confession of sins is crucial if we would keep our salvation.  If we neglect to confess sins before we die we will be lost, even if we were truly regenerated.

4. This confession is both for unbeliever and believer.  Hence the prerequisite for every instance of forgiveness of sins before God (See 1:6,8,10).

CR:  Prov. 28:13 / 
CONFESSION OF SINS PRINCIPLES
· We should be Christ-conscious first and foremost (2 Cor. 3:18).

· We conquer sin (singular) by the power of the cross (Romans 6:1-11).  Yet God has also made provision for the sins (plural) we still commit (1 Jn. 1:9).

· In His light we will see the light concerning our current walk before God and the state of our heart.

· Sin is deceitful and therefore we need to exhort one another and walk in the light of the Scriptures (Heb. 3:13).

· 2 Tim. 3:16 shows us that the Word was not only given for teaching to build us up spiritually, but also for ‘reproof’ and ‘correction’.  See also 2 Tim. 4:1-3.  The Word is not only water, milk and meat, but also a hammer that breaks the rock and a sword that exposes sin.  Hence when we read the Word we have to examine ourselves in the light of the Word under the ministry of the Holy Spirit.   This examination is not a sickly introspection, but a wonderful mercy of our Father, enabling us to walk in the light of Christ.

· Confession of sins is clearly commanded in the Scriptures (1 John 1:8-10 and Mt. 6:12).

· This confession is based on the conviction of the Holy Spirit, not on condemnation.

· When we sin under the new covenant, we sin against love, not the law.  Nevertheless the law still remains a revelation of the perfect holiness of our heavenly Father.  It remains a mirror that can expose sin.  When we want to use the law to overcome sin, however, we fall into the trap of legalism.

· This confession is made to a Father, not to a Judge.  We have already been judged in Christ.  The context is not a court, but a family.  Even our human relationships demonstrate this clearly.  If you have seriously offended someone in your family, there can only be reconciliation and restoration when you confess your transgression, having sinned against love.

· The context of 1 John 1 is clearly fellowship (1:1-3), and not position.  Our position in Christ is secure and we have already been forgiven once and for all judicially.  This judicial forgiveness brought us into relationship with the Father.  Nevertheless, as far as fellowship goes, we need to confess our sins, because “God is light and in Him there is no darkness at all’ (1:5).

· Confession simply means to say about sin what God says about it, namely that it IS sin.  Confess = “homologeo” (homo the same and logeo – to say or speak)

· If we fail to confess our sins, we wil forfeit fellowship with God and our hearts will become hardened.  Then God will have to discipline us in order to bring us to a place of brokenness and contrition.  Read Psalm 51.

[AT] / "When I kept silent, my bones wasted away through my groaning all day long. For day and night your hand was heavy upon me; my strength was sapped as in the heat of summer." Psalm 32:3-4 Confession of Sin The one thing which God hates is sin. It grieves and provokes Him, and He will destroy it. The one thing that makes man unhappy is sin.1 The one thing that God hates and that makes man unhappy is sin Gen 6:5-6 AOV  Toe die HERE sien dat die boosheid van die mens op die aarde groot was en al die versinsels wat hy in sy hart bedink, altyddeur net sleg was,  (6)  het dit die HERE berou dat Hy die mens op die aarde gemaak het, en daar was smart in Sy hart.Isa 43:24 AOV  Jy het vir My geen kalmoes met geld gekoop en met die vet van jou slagoffers My nie verkwik nie; maar jy het My oorlas aangedoen met jou sondes, jy het My vermoei met jou ongeregtighede. Eze 33:6 AOV  As daarenteen die wag die swaard sien kom en met die basuin nie blaas nie, sodat die mense nie gewaarsku is nie, en die swaard kom en neem 'n siel uit hulle weg--dan is hy deur sy ongeregtigheid weggeneem, maar sy bloed sal Ek van die hand van die wag eis. Rev 6:16-17 AOV  en vir die berge en die rotse gesê: Val op ons en verberg ons vir die aangesig van Hom wat op die troon sit, en vir die toorn van die Lam;  (17)  want die groot dag van sy toorn het gekom, en wie kan bestaan? The one thing which Jesus had to give His blood for was sin. In all the communication between the sinner and God, this is the first thing which the sinner must bring to his God--sin.2 In all communication with God this is the first thing that must be brought to Him Jdg 10:10 AOV  Toe roep die kinders van Israel die HERE aan en sê: Ons het teen U gesondig, want ons het onse God verlaat en die Baäls gedien. Jdg 10:15-16 AOV  Toe sê die kinders van Israel aan die HERE: Ons het gesondig; maak met ons net soos dit goed is in u oë; verlos ons tog net vandag.  (16)  En hulle het die vreemde gode uit hulle midde verwyder en die HERE gedien; toe het Hy ongeduldig geword oor die moeite van Israel. Ezr 9:6 AOV  en gesê: My God, ek voel te beskaamd en verleë om my aangesig tot U, my God, op te hef, want ons ongeregtighede het oor ons hoof gegroei, en ons skuld is hemelhoog. Neh 9:2 AOV  En die afstammelinge van Israel het hulle afgesonder van al die uitlanders, en hulle het gaan staan en belydenis gedoen van hulle sondes en die ongeregtighede van hulle vaders. Neh 9:33 AOV  Maar U is regverdig in alles wat oor ons gekom het; want U het getrou gehandel, maar ons het goddeloos gehandel; Jer 3:21 AOV  'n Stem is gehoor op die kaal heuwels, smekende geween van die kinders van Israel, omdat hulle hul weg verdraai het, die HERE hulle God vergeet het. Jer 3:25 AOV  Ons wil neerlê in ons skande, en ons smaad moet ons oordek; want ons het teen die HERE onse God gesondig, ons en ons vaders van ons jeug af tot vandag toe, en ons het nie geluister na die stem van die HERE onse God nie. Dan 9:4-5  En ek het tot die HERE my God gebid en belydenis gedoen en gesê: Ag, Here, grote en gedugte God, wat die verbond en die goedertierenheid hou vir die wat Hom liefhet en sy gebooie onderhou,  (5)  ons het gesondig en verkeerd gedoen en goddeloos gehandel en in opstand gekom en van u gebooie en verordeninge afgewyk. Dan 9:20  Terwyl ek nog spreek en bid en my sonde en die sonde van my volk Israel bely en my smeking voor die aangesig van die HERE my God neerwerp, ter wille van die heilige berg van my God. When you first came to Jesus, you perceived this in some measure. But you should learn to understand this lesson more deeply. The one counsel concerning sin is--bring it daily to the only One who can take it away, God Himself. You should learn that one of the greatest privileges of a child of God is the confession of sin. It is only the holiness of God that can consume sin. Through confession I must hand over my sin to God, lay it down in God, and get God's acquittal of it. I must cast it into the fiery oven of God's holy love which burns against sin like a fire. God, yes, God Himself, and He alone, takes away sin.3 God Himself, and He alone, takes away sin Lev 6:21  Dit moet op 'n plaat met olie berei word; deurmekaargeroer moet jy dit bring; in gebakte brokkies moet jy die spysoffer bring as lieflike geur vir die HERE. Num 5:7  dan moet hulle hul sonde wat hulle gedoen het, bely; daarna moet hy wat hy skuldig is, ten volle teruggee en die vyfde deel daarvan byvoeg, en hy moet dit aan dié een gee teen wie hy hom skuldig gemaak het. 2Sa 12:13  En Dawid sê vir Natan: Ek het gesondig teen die HERE! En Natan sê vir Dawid: So het die HERE dan ook u sonde vergewe: u sal nie sterf nie. Psa 32:5  My sonde het ek U bekend gemaak, en my ongeregtigheid het ek nie bedek nie. Ek het gesê: Ek wil aan die HERE my oortredinge bely; en U het die ongeregtigheid van my sonde vergewe. Sela.Psa 38:18  (38:19) Ja, my ongeregtigheid bely ek, ek is bekommerd oor my sonde. Psa 51:5  (51:7) Kyk, in ongeregtigheid is ek gebore, en in sonde het my moeder my ontvang. Psa 51:19  (51:21) Dan sal U 'n welbehae hê in die offers van geregtigheid, in brandoffer en voloffer; dan sal hulle stiere offer op u altaar. The Christian does not always understand this. He has an inborn tendency to want to cover sin, or to make it less, or to root it out only when he desires to draw near to God. He considers covering the sin with repentance, self-blame, or with contempt for the temptation which caused him to sin. He tries to conceal sin with the fruits of the works he has done or still hopes to do.4  Trying to conceal sin Gen 3:12  En die mens antwoord: Die vrou wat U gegee het om by my te wees, sy het my van die boom gegee, en ek het geëet. Exo 32:22  Toe antwoord Aäron: Laat die toorn van my heer nie ontvlam nie. U self ken die volk, dat hulle deur en deur sleg is. Exo 32:24  Daarop het ek hulle geantwoord: Wie goud het, laat dié dit afruk! En hulle het dit aan my gegee. En ek het dit in die vuur gegooi, en hierdie kalf het daaruit gekom. Isa 1:11  Wat het Ek aan die menigte van julle slagoffers? sê die HERE. Ek is sat van die brandoffers van ramme en die vet van vetgemaakte kalwers; en Ek het geen behae in die bloed van stiere of lammers of bokke nie. Isa 1:5  Waar wil julle nog geslaan word, dat julle voortgaan met af te wyk? Die hele hoof is siek, en die hele hart is krank. Luk 13:26  Dan sal julle begin sê: Ons het in u teenwoordigheid geëet en gedrink, en U het op ons strate geleer. Young Christian, if you want to enjoy the peacefulness of a complete forgiveness and a divine cleansing of sin, see to it that you correctly use the confession of sin. In the true confession of sin, you have one of the most blessed privileges of a child of God, and one of the deepest roots of a powerful spiritual life.For this end, let your confession be a precise one.5 Let your confession be a precise one Num 12:11  Daarop sê Aäron vir Moses: Ag, my heer, lê tog nie op ons die sonde wat ons in ons dwaasheid begaan het nie. Num 21:7  En die volk het na Moses gekom en gesê: Ons het gesondig dat ons teen die HERE en teen u gespreek het. Bid tot die HERE, dat Hy die slange van ons wegneem. En Moses het vir die volk gebid. 2Sa 24:10  Maar Dawid se gewete het hom gekwel nadat hy die volk getel het, en Dawid het aan die HERE gesê: Ek het swaar gesondig deur wat ek gedoen het; HERE, vergeef dan nou tog die skuld van u kneg, want ek het baie dwaas gehandel. 2Sa 24:17  Toe Dawid sien hoe die engel onder die volk doodslaan, het hy tot die HERE gespreek en gesê: Kyk, ék het gesondig, en ék het verkeerd gehandel, maar wat het hierdie skape gedoen? Laat u hand tog teen my wees en teen my familie. Isa 59:12-13  Want ons oortredinge is baie voor U, en ons sondes getuig teen ons; want ons oortredinge staan voor ons, en ons ongeregtighede--ons ken hulle:  (13)  die afval en verloëning van die HERE en afwyking van agter onse God; die uitspreek van verdrukking en oortreding, die opneem en uitstoot van leuentaal uit die hart. Luk 23:41  ons tog regverdiglik, want ons ontvang die verdiende loon vir ons dade, maar Hy het niks verkeerds gedoen nie. Act 19:18-19  En baie van die wat gelowig geword het, het belydenis kom doen en hulle dade bekend gemaak;  (19)  en verskeie van die wat met towery omgegaan het, het die boeke bymekaargebring en voor almal verbrand; en hulle het die waarde daarvan bereken en gevind dat dit vyftig duisend silwerstukke was. Act 22:19-20  En ek het gesê: Here, hulle weet self dat ek besig was om die wat in U glo, in die gevangenis te werp en in die sinagoges te slaan;  (20)  en toe die bloed van Stéfanus, u getuie, vergiet is, het ek ook self daarby gestaan en sy vermoording goedgekeur en die klere opgepas van die wat hom doodgemaak het. 1Ti 1:13  my wat vroeër 'n lasteraar en 'n vervolger en 'n geweldenaar was. Maar aan my is barmhartigheid bewys, omdat ek dit onwetend gedoen het in ongeloof. 1Ti 1:15  Dit is 'n betroubare woord en werd om ten volle aangeneem te word, dat Christus Jesus in die wêreld gekom het om sondaars te red, van wie ek die vernaamste is. The continued, uncertain confession of sin does more harm than good. It is much better to say to God, "I have nothing to confess," than to say, "I do not know what to confess." Begin with one sin. Let it come to a complete harmony between God and you concerning this one sin. Let it be fixed with you that this sin is--through confession--placed in God's hands. You will experience that in such confessions there is both power and blessing. Let the confession be a righteous one.6 Let the confession be a righteous one Pro 28:13  Hy wat sy oortredinge bedek, sal nie voorspoedig wees nie; maar hy wat dit bely en laat staan, sal barmhartigheid vind. Lev 26:40-41  Dan sal hulle hul ongeregtigheid bely en die ongeregtigheid van hulle vaders deurdat hulle ontrou teen my gehandel het; en ook dat hulle hul teen My versit het,  (41)  sodat Ék My ook teen hulle versit het en hulle in die land van hulle vyande moes bring; of, as hulle onbesnede hart hom dan verneder en hulle dan boet vir hul ongeregtigheid, Jer 31:18-19  Sekerlik het Ek Efraim hoor weeklaag: U het my getugtig en ek het my laat tugtig soos 'n ongeleerde kalf. Bekeer my, dan sal ek my bekeer, want U is die HERE my God.  (19)  Want nadat ek tot inkeer gekom het, het ek berou gehad; en nadat ek tot insig gekom het, het ek op die heup geslaan; ek het beskaamd gestaan, ja, ook in die skande gekom, omdat ek die smaad van my jeug dra. Deliver up the sinful deed to be laid aside. Deliver up the sinful feeling with trust in the Lord. Confession implies renunciation--the putting off of sin. Give up sin to God, who forgives you of it, and cleanses you from it. Do not confess, if you are not prepared, or if you do not heartily desire to be freed from it. Confession has value only if it is a giving up of sin to God.Let the confession be one of trust.7 Let the confession be one of trust (‘Alles nie uit geloof is sonde’) 2Sa 12:13  En Dawid sê vir Natan: Ek het gesondig teen die HERE! En Natan sê vir Dawid: So het die HERE dan ook u sonde vergewe: u sal nie sterf nie. Psa 32:5  My sonde het ek U bekend gemaak, en my ongeregtigheid het ek nie bedek nie. Ek het gesê: Ek wil aan die HERE my oortredinge bely; en U het die ongeregtigheid van my sonde vergewe. Sela. Isa 55:7  Laat die goddelose sy weg verlaat en die kwaaddoener sy gedagtes; en laat hy hom tot die HERE bekeer, dan sal Hy hom barmhartig wees; en tot onse God, want Hy vergeef menigvuldiglik. 1Jo 5:5  Wie anders is dit wat die wêreld oorwin as hy wat glo dat Jesus die Seun van God is? Depend entirely on God to actually forgive you, and to cleanse you from sin. Continue in confession by casting the sin you desire to be rid of into the fire of God's holiness until your soul has the firm confidence that God takes it on His own account to forgive and to cleanse. It is this faith which truly overcomes the world and sin. It is the faith that God, in Jesus, actually frees us from sin.8 1Jo 5:5 Wie anders is dit wat die wêreld oorwin as hy wat glo dat Jesus die Seun van God is? Brothers and sisters, do you understand it now? What must you do with sin, with every sin? Bring it in confession to God, and give it to God. God alone takes away sin. Lord God, what thanks I will express for this unspeakable blessing-that I may come to You with sin. It is known to You, Lord, how sin before Your holiness causes terror and flight. It is known to You how it is our deepest thought, first to have sin covered, and then to come to You with our desire and endeavour for good. Lord, teach me to come to You with sin-every sin-and in confession to lay it down before You and give it up to You. Amen. Footnotes: 1) Gen. 6:5,6; Isa. 43:24; Ezek. 33:6; Rev. 6:16,l7 2) Judg. 10:10,15,16; Ezra 9:6; Neh. 9:2,33; Jer. 3:21,25; Dan. 9:4,5,20 3) Lev. 6:21; Num. 5:7; 2 Sam. 12:13; Ps. 32:5; 38:18; 51:5,19 4) Gen. 3:12; Ex. 32:22,24; Isa. 1:11,5; Luke 13:26 5) Num. 12:11; 21:7; 2 Sam. 24:10,17; Isa. 59:12,13; Luke 23:41;Acts 19:18,19; 22:19,20; 1 Tim. 1:13,15 6) Prov. 28:13; Lev. 26:40,41; Jer. 31:18,19 7) 2 Sam. 12:13; Ps. 32:5; Isa. 55:7 8) 1 John 5:5 Notes 1. What is the distinction between the covering of sin by God and by man? How does man do it? How does God do it? 2. What are the great hindrances in the way of the confession of sin? -Ignorance about sin, -Fear to come with sin to the Holy Father, -The endeavour to come to God with something good, -Unbelief in the power of the blood of Jesus and in the riches of grace. 3. Must I immediately confess an oath or a lie or a wrong word, or wait until my feeling has first cooled and become correctly disposed? Confess it immediately; come in full sinfulness to God, without first desiring to make it less! 4. Is it also necessary to confess before man? It is indispensable if our sin has been against man. Also, we must be careful, for it is often easier to acknowledge a wrong before God than before man (Jas. 5:16). Before man Jam 5:16  Bely mekaar julle misdade en bid vir mekaar, sodat julle gesond kan word. Die vurige gebed van 'n regverdige het groot krag. [Andrew Murray: see also Forgiveness of Sins and The Cleansing of Sins] / 
1Jn 1:10  If we say we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us.

Cf. Jer. 2v35 / 
CHAPTER TWO

1 JOHN 2V1-14
1 John 2: 1. The teaching of confession of sins is not meant to be an excuse for sinning. God is light and we should not walk in darkness if we want fellowship with Him. If we do sin, however, the intercession of Jesus the lamb of God is more than sufficient to cleanse us and make us fit for fellowship again. His is Himself the propitiation for our sins and for those of the entire world. Jesus died for all people (1-2). 2. Not only is the one who says he is sinless a liar (1v8), but also the one who deliberately shuns God's commandments. A Christian is thus one who acknowledges his sins and at the same time treasures God's will. We know that the truth is in us by our willingness to obey God's will. The authentic test of God's love perfected in us is our reverence for His word. We know that we truly abide in Christ when we cherish and obey the word of the Father the way He did. The commandment that summarises them all is the old one, that is also ever new, namely that we must love our brothers. This is the light that is in us through our union with Christ. This love is light and it dispels darkness! Anyone who does not walk in this love is still in darkness. If we continue in this love in us we will continue in the light. Lack of love for our brothers equal a darkness that will cause us to stumble and fall (3-11). 3. There are fathers, young men and children in the faith. They must all be addressed separately sometimes, yet with the same basic message. Children know forgiveness of sins, young men know victory over satan, fathers know God in terms of His eternal purpose in Christ. Young men are strong and they can overcome, but they do not necessarily understand the eternal purpose fully (12-14). 4. The Father's love in us is antithetical to the love of the world. They cannot and should not mix. We should shun the world utterly and completely. The evil world system operates on the desire to enjoy and possess and to be independently wise and self-sufficient. These desires come form the self-life, not from our Father. These desires of the self will perish with this current evil age, but those who obey the will of the Father in the Son will never perish (15-17)! 5. We need to realise that since the coming of Christ we are living in the 'last hour' of God's purpose and the mystery of iniquity has begun to be revealed. The antichrist spirit is now attempting in many ways to counterfeit Christ and will finally do so in stunning deception (Mt. 24v24). Those who leave the TRUE Christian fellowship as described in this book show that they were never really saved, but were of the antichrist spirit, that counterfeit religious thing that deceives so many. Today we have the strange situation where many true believers have to leave antichrist churches because THEY are in fact truly saved and cannot continue in those religious counterfeit situations! So today we have this verse in reverse. 'They go out to show that they are truly the saved ones' (18-19). 6. True believers have the anointing of Christ in them and hence they know and love the truth, albeit on different levels of maturity. Nevertheless, they know truly, if not always fully in all cases. Even those who already know the truth should hear it over and over. This is safe. The antichrist spirit denies the Lordship of Christ and His connection with the Father. The antichrist spirit denies the SOLE authority of the Son, not necessarily the Son in toto, or else it will not be much of a deception. It is only in the Son that the Father can be accessed. Anyone who says he has a relationship with the Father and yet denies the SOLE authority and Lordship of Christ is a liar and the truth is not in him.  Christians must abide in the basic and authentic message of the Gospel. This will keep them safe and abiding in the Son and the Father. God is light, sin must be confessed, Jesus became flesh and is Lord and life, those who know Him love the brothers. This is the message. The anointing of Christ within us will teach us these things over and over again. As we abide in this teaching of the anointing we will abide in Christ and in the truth. We should not become so dependent on human teachers that we lose connection with the Teacher within (20-27)! 5. There is only one way to proceed steadily and consistently in the Christian life, and that is to abide in Jesus and let His words of truth abide in us. We abide by the teaching of the anointing within, the NC laws on the heart, the pure conscience, sweet communion and precious intuition. Life, light, and love. If we abide in this we will not need to be ashamed when Jesus returns. It seems that those who did not abide in Him will shrink from Him in shame when He comes. Jesus is righteous and those who have been born of Him will walk in righteousness and seek righteousness (28-29). [AT] / 
1Jn 2:1  My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.

It is very possible that John here changed the specific topic (remedy for believers who sin) in order to pre-empt the abuse of this doctrine (confession of sins).  / "We have [present tense] an Advocate with the Father." When sin occurs, in that moment we can turn and look to our Advocate who is before the blood-sprinkled throne. Then it also may follow that the Holy Spirit will move within you concerning your sin. He will pass through you, and you will weep and weep. But your weeping will be tears of joy because you are a forgiven person. Yet at the same time you will find that you loathe yourself. Ezekiel chapter 36 indicates that when we have "a new spirit," indwelt by the divine Spirit, we will spontaneously loathe ourselves (vv. 26-27, 31). This loathing of ourselves is the activity of the Spirit. It does not come from morbid introspection and shedding many tears over our poor condition. / 
1Jn 2:2  He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world.

In verse 2 he once again reiterates (or summarises) what he taught in 1:5-10. / 
1Jn 2:3  And by this we know that we have come to know him, if we keep his commandments.

Albert: 1 Jn. 2v3-6: 1. John moves from the theme of fellowship in purity to the theme of obedience as being proof that we are truly saved. We need to combine and balance the truth of forgiveness with the truth of obedience. Forgiveness without obedience is licence and obedience without forgiveness legalism. John is saying that heart-obedience (not perfection) shows that we are 'in Christ' and that God's love has reached its aim (or 'that we really love God and are His') by the obedience that flows from regeneration. Christ in a truly saved man will always manifest as Christ through that same man (v6). TD 'keep the Word'. 2. Obedience is proof of regeneration. Obedience equals reality. 3. A TD should not only cherish the fellowship of God in purity and sweet forgiveness, but also focus on a true heart-obedience. We should cherish God's Word with a view to obeying it. Jesus should be our ultimate example of a walk that pleases the Father. We should focus on abiding in Him with a view to being like Him. 4. I need to cherish the 'perfection of love for God by heart-obedience' as something exceedingly precious. 5. Study 'heart-obedience' in the NT, especially in John. I need to 'keep my heart' with this kind of obedience in view. It is a very personal HS obedience.  See Andrew Murray's book on obedience. 6. Dear Father, thank You for the gospel that brings sweet fellowship and forgiveness. Yet we need to know this obedience that You require of us in Christ. Show us more concerning its true character. Amen. /

1 Cor. 7v19 / This and all related texts in John's writings MUST be understood in the light of the NEW COMMANDMENT (the GREAT COMMANDMENT of the New Covenant) of John 13v34. /
1Jn 2:4  Whoever says "I know him" but does not keep his commandments is a liar, and the truth is not in him,

1Jn 2:5  but whoever keeps his word, in him truly the love of God is perfected. By this we may know that we are in him:

LOVE THE SAINTS VIA THE ONE ANOTHER COMMANDS: It is crucially important for us to understand that the command to love repeated over and over again in the NT is not left to us to intepret in whatever way we see fit to obey it, according to arbitrary notions. The ONE ANOTHER texts in the NT give very specific instructions as to what this LOVE looks like in our day to day life and in specific situations. God knows that our inherent self-focus will tend to twist love out of all proportion to its true and original meaning. Thus He gives us DETAIL with regards to this life of love in community. We ignore this at our own peril, for whether it be in family life or congregational life, we NEED to obey SPECIFICS in order to conquer via the Trinitarian Community Life that is from of old. Note that He also gives us abundant detail with regards to our love for Him. "If you love Me, you will keep my commandments." That is, you will obey My very specific instructions concerning what love for me looks like in TRUTH! [AT] /

1Jn 2:6  whoever says he abides in him ought to walk in the same way in which he walked.

It is very important to note that to walk as Jesus walked is first of all related to His absolute dependence on the Father demonstrated in the gospel of John. [AT] /
1Jn 2:7  Beloved, I am writing you no new commandment, but an old commandment that you had from the beginning. The old commandment is the word that you have heard.

6/23/2014 7:18 AM: Albert: 1 Jn. 2v7-11: (cf. Jn. 13v35-36). Use Jn. 13v14 as a lens for this passage. 1. John continues the theme that in a sense started in chpt. 1v5. Because God is light, those who know Him will walk in the light. This light is defined very specifically as love for one another. To walk in the light is to walk in love. This love is the basic commandment of God and it was given from the beginning of God's communication with man. Yet in Christ, the Light, it should be seen in a new way. Not only should we love others as ourselves, but we should even lay down our lives for them, for this is what Jesus did. We should walk as He did. But fortunately this is already a love that is in us, for He is in us! If we hate our brothers, we may know for sure that we are blinded completely and the light of Christ is not shining in us. If we love like Christ did we will never walk in darkness. 2. The Light that unveiled love in a new way. / The Love Walk. 3. A TD should always vigorously apply the love test at every juncture in his spiritual life (cf. Gal. 5). We should love like Jesus did. We should explore this cross-love in us with the eyes of our spirit. It is in there if you are regenerated and it can conquer all hate! Thus we should keep our eyes on the Lamb of God who loved with total abandon. We should never test our profession by mere mental assent. Cross-love is the true test. 4. If I say I abide in Christ I have to very specifically abide in His cross-love. Am I doing that? 5. Study the cross-love of Christ and ask the HS to reveal its depths to you. 6. Dear Father, thank You for such a great love in Jesus. Thank You for the revelation of the love of Christ. Thank You for the light that shines in the darkness of human depravity and hate. Enlighten us by Your Spirit so that we may always prioritise cross-love above all. We know that this is Your nature and it conquers all darkness. Amen. /

1Jn 2:8  At the same time, it is a new commandment that I am writing to you, which is true in him and in you, because the darkness is passing away and the true light is already shining.

The love of Christ displayed on the cross has been revealed in the world.  This love is the light and on this basis we can obey the new commandment to love even as Christ loved.  /

1Jn 2:9  Whoever says he is in the light and hates his brother is still in darkness.

Cf. the use of 'light' in this chapter with its use in Chapter 1 (AT) /

1Jn 2:10  Whoever loves his brother abides in the light, and in him there is no cause for stumbling.

1Jn 2:11  But whoever hates his brother is in the darkness and walks in the darkness, and does not know where he is going, because the darkness has blinded his eyes.

1Jn 2:12  I am writing to you, little children, because your sins are forgiven for his name's sake.

6/25/2014 7:23 AM: Albert: 1 Jn. 2v12-14: 1. After having spoken of the core of an obedient walk, viz. loving the brotherhood with a deep and sacrificial love, John describes the basics of the Christian life at the hand of three groups of people. These people may be at different stages of their walk. The Christian life is about forgiveness (cf. v12 with 1v9) of sins, knowing the Father intimately, and overcoming the evil one by the indwelling Word. 2. Living a proper Christian life in every stage of growth./ The Basics. 3. A TD should never forget the basics. Forgiveness of sins is our primary salvation and by this we should conquer the accusations of the evil one. We should never forget, though, that forgiveness is not an end in itself, but a means to the end of knowing and glorifying the Father. 4. Am I firmly established in the basics of the faith? 5. Embrace your full forgiveness in Christ, overcome evil by the blood of the Lamb, and pursue your love relationship with the Father on the basis of His being and calling in eternity past. 6. Dear Father, thank You for this great gospel. Help us to never forget the basics, but to be strong and fully established in it. Amen

1Jn 2:13  I am writing to you, fathers, because you know him who is from the beginning. I am writing to you, young men, because you have overcome the evil one. I write to you, children, because you know the Father.

1Jn 2:14  I write to you, fathers, because you know him who is from the beginning. I write to you, young men, because you are strong, and the word of God abides in you, and you have overcome the evil one.

1 JOHN 2V15-29
1Jn 2:15  Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him.

6/27/2014 1:37 PM: CORNE: A&C : 1 John 2:15-17 Cornè: The love of the Father is an eternal love and is complete. There is nothing lacking in this eternal love. Love requires completion, and therefore the Father's love is the only thing that satisfies. If a person is constantly seeking other forms of fulfillment, it is clear that there is some form of disconnect between the Father's love and himself. Albert: 1. In the previous paragraph John spoke of the Father and the evil one. He spoke of Christian growth in terms of our relationship with the One and our victory over the other. Here he introduces the realm in whicn the evil one operates. This realm is called the world and it is for the disciple a battleground, not a playground. True disciples have 'sworn' loyalty to the Father and their subjection to His will brings them in direct conflict with the evil behind the three destructive desires revealed in v 16. This holy allegiance guarantees for them an incorruptible eternity preserved in the love of their Father. 2. C: Love requires fulfillment/The complete love of the Father/Fulfillment. A: The perfect love of the Father that liberates from the world and produces NC obedience./ Another kind of love. 3. C: A TD is someone who is completely at rest in the Father's love. He is fulfilled and protected and therefore not tempted by satan's strategies. When his love tank is empty, he knows where his true fulfillment lies, and then turns to the Father again and replenishes his supplies in Christ. 3. A TD should be absolutely fulfilled in the Father's love. We should thus not drink from the poisened wells of the world. We should hold fast to the promise of eternal bliss in the Father's presence in order to keep us from the allurements of this world. 4. C: I must keep myself in the love of the Father, by pressing the reset button of righteousness as often as I need to. Nothing brings rest like righteousness. It is also the breastplate and protects me from temptation. 4. If you pitch your tent in the Father's heart, you will dwell contented, and never need to wander beyond its immeasurable boundaries. Do my thoughts dwell in this realm of filial love? Are my emotions at rest in the Eternal bosom. 5. C: Keep on focusing on provision and love. 5. A Anchor your heart and will in the unchangeable love of you heavenly Father. 6. Dear Father, thank You for your eternal love. Thank you that we know You never falter and You provide all we need. Amen. 6. A: Father, thank you for the immeasurable ocean of your eternal and redemptive love. Please reveal to us more of its depths. Amen /

NB John is still speaking about brotherly love and these verses need to be interpreted in that light! The love of the Father is His love for the Son that filters through in union with Christ into brotherly love. / There is no love in the world.  It is a cold and hard place.  We should love the people in the world, but not the world itself.  If we love the world, then at that moment the love of the Father, self-sacrificial love, is not at work in us. / 
1Jn 2:16  For all that is in the world--the desires of the flesh and the desires of the eyes and pride in possessions--is not from the Father but is from the world.

'life' - bios bee'-os A primary word; life, that is, (literally) the present state of existence; by implication the means of livelihood: - good, life, living. / NB: The THREE PRIMARY DESIRES: a. desire to enjoy the world in an ultimate sin b. the desire to possess the world c. the desire to be rocgnised in the world.  / Pennies, petticoats and pride. Money, sex and power. Money is a fulfillment issue, sex is an intimacy issue and power is an identity issue. (AT) / These lustful desires cause us to not walk in brotherly love...the tenth commandment. / 
1Jn 2:17  And the world is passing away along with its desires, but whoever does the will of God abides forever.

God's will is cross-love (1 Tim. 1:5; Gal. / )...brotherly love! /
1Jn 2:18  Children, it is the last hour, and as you have heard that antichrist is coming, so now many antichrists have come. Therefore we know that it is the last hour.

6/28/2014 7:47 AM: Albert: 1 Jn. 2v18-19: (cf. Acts 20v29-30) 1. After having written of the world and what is in the world, John alerts his readers to the clear and present danger of the times. The ancient congregations were apparently taught very specifically about the 'antichrist who is coming'. John says to them that there are already antichrists present, even in their very midst. The 'world' is not only 'out there'. Satan can invade even the very 'temple of God' as an 'angel of light' bringing a 'form of godliness' in order to deceive. John uses strong language ('antichrists') to identify these false brothers who went out from the congregation he is writing to. True believers will remain in fellowship with others on the basis of Christ alone, but those who are under 'another spirit' with a 'counterfeit anointing' will not remain in communion with the elect. The 'last days' dawned when Christ was born. Satan, being a master counterfeiter, strategically places men with false anointings among the saints in order to thwart God's master plan in Christ. The very presence of these antichrists is proof that we are living in 'the last hour'. 2. Satan's counterfeit christs exposed. / Religion exposed! 3. A TD should firstly be experientially attuned to the fact of the antichrist's coming. We should secondly be acutely aware that there are many antichrists present today. We should discern the times and know that the time we are living in (since Christ came) is called by our God 'the last hour'. Lastly we should not be surprised when some completely disassociate themselves from us. if not for any secondary reasons, it proves that they were never truly saved. We should not be naïve about these matters. Satan COUNTERFEITS! This is the reality of his main strategy. 4. Am I truly SPIRITUALLY (not only mentally) prepared for the counterfeit strategy of satan in the church? Am I ready to defend disciples against these onslaughts of the evil one? 5. Prepare your heart and mind for war against the counterfeits of satan. Fight the good fight of faith. Keep the faith. Defend, protect, watch, and pray. Be alert. 6. Dear Father, thank You for lovingly warning us against satan's counterfeits. Please open our eyes to see these things very very clearly and not be deceived in any way. Amen. /

1Jn 2:19  They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of us, they would have continued with us. But they went out, that it might become plain that they all are not of us.

1Jn 2:20  But you have been anointed by the Holy One, and you all have knowledge.

7/1/2014 9:00 AM: Albert: 1 John 2v20-27: 1. In this powerful passage John continues with the theme of religious deception ('antichrists') in the 'last days', but here he reminds the saints that they have an indwelling Teacher and that no-one should usurp His authority. The TRUTH that they were standing in and that they had to hold onto above all else was that Jesus was the Anointed One and that no man could ever take His place. In their grasp on this truth they had a personal anointing, they had the Father and the Son, they had eternal life, and they had an abiding anointing teaching them everything they needed to know. John wanted them to understand very clearly that no-one could take the place of Christ and the HS in their lives. Not even the apostles! The apostles could only confirm what the HS taught. Anyone who does not (or is reluctant to) emphasise this truth in their ministry is at the least operating on the principle of 'antichrist' (counterfeit Christ), if not being an antichrist! Analogy: see the Cango Caves for yourself! 2. No man can replace Christ and the HS in your life. / No Substitute! 3. A TD should know that no-one can replace Christ and the HS. We should recognise that men can only be confirmers, not first order teachers, for this place belongs only to Christ and the Spirit. We should be acutely sensitive to the false religious system that will perhaps not overtly deny that Christ is God's anointed One, but in their system they replace Christ with their own leadership, official position, gifts, and 'anointing'. We should steadfastly abide in Christ alone, knowing that in HIM we have EVERYTHING we need. We all have knowledge because HE is our all-in-all and HElives in us. 4. Are you aware enough of the subtlety of the 'antichrist' schemes of satan in the church system? 5. Abide in the wonderful completeness of Christ and the never-ending teaching of the HS. Do not allow any man to replace the direct teaching of the HS in your inner man. Use this pericope as a powerful weapon against all the antichrist operations in the false church system. 6. Dear Father, please open our eyes to see the dangers of the domination and manipulation of men who subtly replace Christ and the HS. Please continue to show us that Christ is all we need and that the personal teaching of the HS in our inner man is in a sense our most precious possession. Amen. / 7/1/2014 9:10 AM: Albert: Dis 'n kragtige stuk wat baie meer pertinent die hele 'outoriteit' kwessie aanspreek as wat ek voorheen besef het. Let veral op vers 21 waar hy sê ''I write to u not because u do not know the truth, but because u know it..." Hy lê hier geweldige klem op die feit dat wedergebore mense reeds die volheid van God (Christ became to us WISDOM) binne-in hulle diepste wese het as 'n permanente besitting. They are already IN the Cango Caves. Additionally they have the riches INSIDE of them. / KERK-KENNIS OF BYBEL-KENNIS Alle wedergebore mense het die geestelike kapasiteit ontvang om die Bybel te ken en toenemend beter te verstaan (sien 1 Kor. 2:9-16). Alle wedergebore mense het 'n inwonende Leraar ontvang, naamlik die Heilige Gees (1 Joh. 2:20, 27). Boonop het God in die gemeente menslike leraars gegee (Efes. 4:11) om dissipels van Jesus te help om geestelik volwasse te word. Hierdie leraars was egter nooit bedoel om die Heilige Gees te vervang of die dissipel se eie lees van die Bybel te vervang nie.  Net hier kry ons die gevaar van kerk-kennis wat Bybel-kennis vervang. Deur die eeue van die kerk se geskiedenis was daar baie briljante leraars wat die Bybel gelees en boodskappe gebring en boeke geskryf het wat vandag nog beskikbaar is. Hele denominasies het onstaan op die basis van hulle werke en baie hedendaagse leraars volg in hulle groepe of denominasies maar net in die voetspore van hierdie leraars. Dis dan ook heeltemal verstaanbaar dat die gewone kerkganger maar net sal volg in die voetspore van die lewende leraars wat die gestorwe leraars volg.  Sekerlik het ons nodig om hierdie menslike leraars deur die eeue en vandag te respekteer en ag te slaan op hulle liefdesarbeid. My vraag is egter of kerk-kennis Bybelkennis mag vervang? As my kennis van die Bybel beperk is tot die "templaat" van my groep wat ek altyd oor die Bybel plaas, gee ek werklik die Heilige Gees kans om my te leer uit die Skrif? Die vraag is natuurlik ook of ek enigsins die Bybel met erns lees en of ek maar net leef op die dieët wat menslike leraars verskaf. God het genadiglik vir ons menslike leraars gegee, maar hy wil my en jou ook eerstehands bedien uit die Bybel. Wanneer jy jou Bybel lees, verwag dat die Heilige Gees jou persoonlik sal leer en bedien, want Hy wil! Bly terselfdertyd ook nederig en leerbaar in jou omgang met ander dissipels en met leraars, want jy is nie die enigste een wat die Bybel hanteer nie. /
1Jn 2:21  I write to you, not because you do not know the truth, but because you know it, and because no lie is of the truth.

1Jn 2:22  Who is the liar but he who denies that Jesus is the Christ? This is the antichrist, he who denies the Father and the Son.

1Jn 2:23  No one who denies the Son has the Father. Whoever confesses the Son has the Father also.

1Jn 2:24  Let what you heard from the beginning abide in you. If what you heard from the beginning abides in you, then you too will abide in the Son and in the Father.

THE OVERCOMING LIFE 1 JOHN 2:24  "Therefore let that abide in you which you heard from the beginning.  If what you heard from the beginning abides in you, you also will abide in the Son and in the Father." COLOSSIANS 3:16a  "Let the Word of Christ dwell in you richly." We have seen in our previous studies that we are not just forgiven, but we have received a new life and that God's will for us is to live by the power of this new life, which is the very life of Christ.  This overcoming life spoken of in the Scriptures is so liberating that many believers can hardly believe that this is the life that God intends for them to live. In spite of the high life revealed in the New Testament, however, many believers remain in bondage to old habits and therefore it becomes imperative for us to look at the practical implications of being in Christ.  In other words how does it work out in our everyday lives. The gospel is supposed to work.  It is supposed to be a total success and if we do not experience the overcoming life it is not because there is something wrong with the gospel, but rather because we are not rightly related to the truth presented in the gospel.  Many believers have heard about the overcoming life and the exchanged life, yet they continue to live defeated lives.  They are familiar with all the terminology and can even expound to you the biblical teachings, but of the victory that those teachings are meant to bring they know very little.  It is so important for us as believers to not lie to ourselves.  We are children of the light and therefore we do not need to live a life of pretense.  If you do not enjoy the life of victory that the Bible speaks of be honest about it and face the reality of your present level of spiritual growth.  It is not a shame for a believer to struggle with victory.  Most of the epistles in the New Testament were written to help believers who were struggling with these things, just like us today.  Moreover we have to keep in mind that there are powerful forces at work around and within us that try with utmost exertion to keep us from overcoming and living in victory.  In spite of this we know that the Son of God was made manifest so that we could live a settled life of peace and joy.  Let us therefore consider the practical application of this teaching of the indwelling Christ. How many times have you said to yourself, 'I must try harder, I must pray more and show greater diligence'?  How often have you made one more resolution to not make a mess of it next time round? Sometimes our lives seem to be like an ongoing political polemic where they make resolution upon resolution, but nothing is ever resolved.  If you are tired of going around in circles know that there is freedom to be found in Christ.  Jesus said in John 8:36 'whom the Son sets free shall be free indeed', and He was not mocking us, He meant what he said.  The Weymouth translation of our text in 1 John gives us the key to the practical overcoming of our weaknesses in the Christian life: 'As for you, let the teaching which you received from the very beginning continue in your hearts.  If that teaching does continue in your hearts, you also will continue to be in union with the Son and with the Father'.  It is apparent from this Scripture that we have to be under the influence of the gospel message like an alcoholic is under the influence of alcohol.  The amount of alcohol that an alcoholic consumes determines the extent to which his behaviour will be changed.  In the same way our behaviour will be positively transformed, as we become increasingly addicted to the word of God's grace.  The more you meditate on the fact that you are one with Christ, the more your life will manifest this union.  Colossians 1:5-6 says that the word of the truth of the gospel brought forth fruit in those believers from the day that they 'heard and knew the grace of God in truth'.  Let us therefore take heart and anticipate a new season of victory in our Christian lives as we meditate on the grace that was brought to us in the gospel of Jesus Christ. Quote of the Day:  "You are either under the influence of God's grace revealed in the gospel, or you are under the influence of other forces.  The extent to to which you allow God's gospel to penetrate your heart will determine the extent to which you will experience radical personal transformation." /

1Jn 2:25  And this is the promise that he made to us--eternal life.

1Jn 2:26  I write these things to you about those who are trying to deceive you.

Col. 2v4 / 

1Jn 2:27  But the anointing that you received from him abides in you, and you have no need that anyone should teach you. But as his anointing teaches you about everything, and is true, and is no lie--just as it has taught you, abide in him.

NB This anointing teaches us to love ! In the context of this letter it is clear. Cf. Rom. 5v5 and 1 Thes. 4v9 / HOLY WIND AND HOLY FIRE: In the Old Testament God promised 'I will put My Spirit within you and cause you to walk in my ways.' The anointing within us is a holy consciousness that separates us from anything and everything so that we may be separated unto God alone. It is a holy vortex that draws us ever closer to the consuming fire of God's being where everything that does not have its origin in God is burnt up. When we no longer feel the holy wind drawing us deeper into God we have obviously grieved the Spirit and lost the primary practical benefit of the New Covenant. It is right here where the text 'draw near to God...' applies. As we draw near to Him in humble repentance we will begin to feel the drawing again. Oh what a precious thing is this holy vortex of God. [AT] /
THE ABIDING ANOINTING

1. BELIEVE that God loves you and His favour rests upon you in Christ (Rom. 8:31-39).  (Murray’s “Jesus Himself” and “The stretching of Sarah Edwards”).  Immerse yourself in the basic Gospel (Rom. 1-8 Schaeffer).  In the light of the Cross you may NEVER AGAIN doubt God’s love and favour!  NEVER do anything to obtain favour (it’s an insult to the cross).  Do, read, listen, act because you HAVE FAVOUR with God.  We ‘find out what is pleasing to the Lord’, because love desires to please the Beloved!

2. BELIEVE that Jesus is with you and in you (Mt. 28:20).

3. REST in Christ in, through and for everything (Heb. 4).

4. SPEAK to Him as if He is right here with you and speak to Him about EVERYTHING (A.W. Pink).  He is your best Friend.  Live in the temple of John 13-17 and often return there to again hear the word of the Beloved to His own.

5. Do everything in your power to CULITVATE a First Love response to His love.  Remain under the influence of the Word of Grace. ENJOY Him!  One Passion. The MAIN OCCUPATION of your life and day is to BEHOLD Jesus and to ENJOY Him. On the negative side you have to watch your appetites and temptation and the attraction of the world and be hard on your own flesh and on the positive side you have to lay yourself in the way of allurement.  Never do anything that your FRIEND (Jesus) cannot enjoy with you.

6. The obedience of love.  Obey Him without question and without reserve.

7. Allow Christ to be Himself in and through you (Freeman’s approach & Christ Manifested by Fletcher).  

8. NEVER allow the Word to usurp the place of Christ.  Cultivate relationship and speak to Him!  Then listen to your heart.  Go to the Word if He speaks from it and through it.  Massive Word input, books and sermons do not necessarily bring more relationship or more intimacy.  Beware of MUST.  Grace will always produce WANT TO, and WANT TO is the language of Love.

9. REMEMBER that the aim of this relationship is that people will see God’s Gospel LOVE and God will be glorified (1 Cor. 13).   Meditate much on the meaning of love for the church and others (Drummond and Sparks).  The aim of the charge is LOVE!

10. REMEMBER that the way to unfold this love of God is by the cross (2 Cor. And Murray’s book “The Secret of the Cross”).  See "Applying the Cross". [AT] /

"En Hy het gegee sommige as apostels, ander as profete, ander as evangeliste, ander as herders en leraars, om die heiliges toe te rus vir hulle dienswerk..." Efes. 4:11-12 Elke ware dissipel van Jesus het met wedergeboorte 'n inwonende Leraar, die Heilige Gees, ontvang. Geen mens op aarde kan, of mag, die intens persoonlike lering van die Heilige Gees vervang nie. Aan die ander kant het God tog ook menslike leraars gegee wat saamwerk met die Heilige Gees om die gemeente van Jesus tot volwassenheid te bring. Daarom moet ons aan die een kant waak dat ons nie die heerlike, persoonlike bediening van die Gees vervang deur te swaar te leun op menslike leraars nie, en aan die ander kant dat ons leerbaar bly en nie die gawes wat God vir Sy gemeente gegee het minag nie. En leraars/bedienaars moet waak dat hulle nie begin dink dat alles in die gemeente staan en val by hulle persoonlike salwing en bediening nie. Daardie plek behoort aan die Heilige Gees alleen! [AT] / 
1Jn 2:28  And now, little children, abide in him, so that when he appears we may have confidence and not shrink from him in shame at his coming.

7/3/2014 8:47 AM: Albert: 1 John 2v28-3v3: 1. John now elaborates on what we are to abide in and the specifics of the teaching of the abiding anointing. Our abiding is most importantly, in a Person, Christ! There will be shame for those disciples who neglected the living union and communion with Christ. The practising of righteousness is the real proof that we have been born of the Righteous One. (Not sure whether John is in effect saying that those in v28 who do not abide in Christ are false branches?). We should also abide in our sonship by the great love of the Father. In spite of the world's animosity there is a wonderful future for us in Christ. We do not know exactly what WE will become in the eternal realm, but we do know that we will be like HIM. That should be enough to firmly anchor our hope behind the veil, and also incite us to a pure walk.  If we do not walk in present purity it proves that our hope is not as strong and clear as it should be. We have then perhaps shifted our eyes towards this world that is passing away, with its lusts. 2. Abiding in Christ, in righteousness, and in the love of the Father on the firm footing of Christian hope. / Glorious abiding! 3. A TD should not lose heart because of the prevalence of religious deception or the animosity of the world. We should instead be rooted and grounded ever deeper into Christ. As we see unrighteousness increase we should be even more inspired to be salt and light in a dark world. We should live with grateful hearts for the unspeakable privilege of being called children of God. The Father's love should ever warm our hearts and we should keep our eyes firmly fixed on that glorious day when Christ will appear and we will be like Him. This should be a great incentive for a pure walk in this world. 4. Am I abiding in all the glorious aspects available to me in Christ? Is my hope CLEAR to such an extent that it radically influences my current walk? Do not be discouraged by religion and the world. Turn your eyes towards Jesus. 5. Abide more SPECIFICALLY in Christ in terms of all the glorious aspects mentioned. Live every day with the Christian HOPE in view. Daily remind yourself of all its glorious aspects. 6. Dear Father, thank You for the great privilege of being called Your children. Thank You for the great future that you have planned for us. Please open our eyes to see our inheritance and not be enticed by the temporary pleasures of this passing world. Amen. /

1Jn 2:29  If you know that he is righteous, you may be sure that everyone who practices righteousness has been born of him.
Cf. 1v5, 7 /

CHAPTER THREE

1 JOHN 3V1-10
Albert: 1 John 3: 1. True disciples appreciate the Father's peculiar kind of love that made us children of Him. TD know they are beloved. They do not know what they will be, but have hope that they will be like Him when He appears. Thus they purify themselves in Christ. False disciples are lawless and practice lawlessness.  TD know Jesus appeared to remove sins. TD do not keep on sinning. FD do, and thus neither know or have seen J spiritually. TD know that righteousness must be practiced to be real. FD are of the devil. One of the reasons the Son appeared was to destroy the evil and unrighteous works of satan. Thus those who have Christ in them will not continue in the unrighteous practices of satan. God's seed in TD will not allow them to continue sinning. TD and FD can be recognised by whether they practice righteousness and love the brotherhood (1-10). 2. TD know that the basic message of Christianity is that we should love one another dearly, deeply, and sacrificially. Right after the fall of man in Gen. 3 we see that the first man went after the evil one and murdered his brother. FD will persecute TD even as Cain did to Abel. TD should not be surprised by the hatred of the secular and religious world. TD know that they have passed from death to life because of the LOVE test. Those who do not love the brotherhood are still in death. Hatred is murder according to the Bible. TD know that love can only truly be measured by J's sacrifice of His own life. TD lay down their lives for one another. TD do not leave brothers in need, but help them in the here and now. TD have open hearts and hands. TD love in deed and in truth, not just in words. TD can reassure their hearts before God because they recognise the love of J in action in and through them. Even if their heart condemns them they can rest in God's love and omniscience. The unconcemned heart has great confidence before God and receives answered prayer in the realm of the obedience of love and the self-sacrifice of the Gospel. TD know that the ONE COMMANDMENT of the Gospel is a faith-relationship with J and a consequent love-relationship with the brotherhood. TD live in this simplicity, even in the church life. TD thus know that they are abiding in God and God in them. They know that God is abiding in them by the inner witness of the HS. Faith and love should produce the inner witness of the Spirit. If we lose something of that witness we have to check our faith and love (11-24)! /

1Jn 3:1  See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called children of God; and so we are. The reason why the world does not know us is that it did not know him.

A NEW IDENTITY 1 JOHN 3:1  "Behold what manner of love the Father has bestowed on us that we should be called sons of God!  Therefore the world does not know us, because it did not know Him." 2 CORINTHIANS 5:17  "Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things have become new." Our text in 1 John says that because of the great love of God we have the tremendous privilege of being called 'sons of God'. The implication here is that we received a new identity when we were born again.  We are no longer just sons of men, we are now also sons of God.  This matter of identity is of utmost importance in the life of a believer.  The way you think about yourself has profound implications for your life and living.  Not only does it influence your decisions and all areas of your life, but more importantly it largely determines the impact you will have as a Christian in this world.  The interesting thing about identity is that it is not only a matter of who you are, but also of who you think you are.  Proverbs 23:7a says, 'For as a man thinks in his heart, so is he'. We are in reality sons of God and therefore we do not need to fool ourselves and pretend to be something that we are not.  The problem is, however, that you can be a son of God and still think merely like a son of man and this mindset will radically influence the way that you act and live.  In 1 Corinthians 3:3 Paul reprimands the Corinthians for behaving like 'mere men'.  Thus we see that it is imperative for us to change our thinking.  The new birth does not directly influence our minds; it is something that we have to sort out for ourselves.  Fortunately we have a powerful ally in the Person of the Holy Spirit.  Through the Word of God the Holy Spirit is able to transform our thinking and consequently our acting.  In terms of our thinking nothing is more important than this matter of identity.  In a certain sense the larger part of the New Testament is just a constant exhortation to think right so that we may begin to live right.  Let us be careful to note though that thinking cannot change who we are, it cannot make us a new creation.  If you are already a new creation, however, your thinking plays a crucial role in the transformation process.  Let us take a closer look at the dynamics of the matter of identity. In the world there are many factors that determine the way people think about themselves.  People get their identity from their parentage, their intelligence, their looks, their talents, their upbringing, their education, their wealth or their poverty, their nationality, the colour of their skin, the media, school teachers, sometimes simply by the way they feel on a particular day, and myriads of other sources. In society there are the haves and the have-nots and these designations change according to the fashion of the times.  There is an invisible personage behind all these outward elements and he (Satan) is constantly out to capture the minds and imaginations of human beings.  When we look at the Christian man or woman we see that all these various elements that give the world their identity should not determine who we think we are.  Our identity has everything to do with the God who called us before the foundation of the world to be conformed to the image of His Son!  Oh what a tragedy it is for believers to allow their environment and other natural factors to dictate to them who they really are.  We are a holy nation and a peculiar people and first and foremost in all situations we should always remember that we are sons and daughters of the Most High God.  Tomorrow we will consider the difference between who we are and what we were called to do. Quote of the Day:  "If believers are still struggling with their identity, it is because they have never considered seriously enough the revolutionary character of the new birth." / 

1Jn 3:2  Beloved, we are God's children now, and what we will be has not yet appeared; but we know that when he appears we shall be like him, because we shall see him as he is.

Ps. 17v15 / 

1Jn 3:3  And everyone who thus hopes in him purifies himself as he is pure.

2Pe 3:14  Daarom, geliefdes, terwyl julle hierdie dinge verwag, beywer julle dat julle vlekkeloos en onberispelik voor Hom bevind mag word in vrede. / Because of the great privilege of sonship and the glorious prospect of what we will be, we desire to purify ourselves. (AT) / 
1Jn 3:4  Everyone who makes a practice of sinning also practices lawlessness; sin is lawlessness.

7/5/2014 1:05 PM: CORNE AND ALBERT: 1 John 3:4-10. C. 1. John is continuing on the line of purity that he closed with at the end of the previous passage. He now continues to explore the thought that we should not give sin a place in our hearts, because we have been made righteous. Jesus came to give us victory over sin and therefore we should not actively be involved in sin. John shows the church that we cannot say we are righteous and at the same time just keep on sinning and not loving our brothers. A. 1. John here returns to the present walk of a true disciple of Jesus. He gives us additional tests for authentic regeneration. He also defines the nature of sin and unveils that it is in its essence a lawlessness that originated in the nature of satan. Those who have been truly born again have been intrinsically constituted with a law-abiding inclination. This inclinatiin will always veer true disciples away from sin towards a righteous and law abiding life expressed primarily in love towards others. C. 2. Jesus destroyed the works of the devil/Victory. A. 2. A salvation that intrinsically constituted true disciples with a righteous and loving inclination. / Righteous inclinations. C. 3. A TD should test his heart and life and see whether he lives in victory over sin. He should not fool himself about theology but not live the truth in practice. 3. A. A TD should rest in the fact that his true nature, Christ, will always be inclined towards righteousness and love. We should be acutely aware of the radical distinction between a lawless religiosity and the true Christian meekness of a regenerated heart. We have been liberated from the satanic nature of lawlessness. We no longer need to live under the yoke of a rebellious nature in constant animosiy towards God and each other. C. 4. Am I completely honest about areas I do not have victory in? Do I live vigilantly and not allowing any lenience or excuse for defeat? A 4.  Am I resting in the full benefit of a rightoeus and loving nature of Christ? Am I standing in Christ's victory over the Lawless One? Am I sufficiently aware of the true distinction between the truly regenerated and the unregenerated described in this passage? /

LESSON EIGHT THE PROBLEM OF SIN What is sin? Sin is—A transgression, an offense against God, a serious shortcoming, a violation—Webster's Dictionary. "Sin is lawlessness" (1 John 3:4) "Not out of faith is sin" (Rom. 14:23) Who is the originator of sin? "The anointed cherub" (Ezek. 28:14-16) When was sin committed? "From the beginning" (1 John 3:8) Are all men sinners? "All under sin" (Rom. 3:9) "All have turned aside" (Rom. 3:12) "All...fall under the judgment of God" (Rom. 3:19) "All have sinned" (Rom. 3:23) What are the results of sin? "Sinneth, it shall die" (Ezek. 18:4) "Destroyeth much good" (Eccl. 9:18) "Sin, when it is fully grown, brings forth death" (James 1:15) "The wages of sin is death" (Rom. 6:23) The sin of the unbelievers: "Will render an account...in the day of judgment" (Matt. 12:36) "Thou...canst not look on iniquity" (Hab. 1:13) "After this comes judgment" (Heb. 9:27) "Die in your sins" (John 8:24) "Sins...follow after" (1 Tim. 5:24) "Him to whom we are to give our account" (Heb. 4:13) The sins of the believers: Where were they? "The iniquity of us all...on Him" (Isa. 53:6) "He made sin" (2 Cor. 5:21) "Bore up our sins in His body" (1 Pet. 2:24) "Having made purification of sins" (Heb. 1:3) Where are they now? "Wipes away...will not remember" (Isa. 43:25) "I have wiped away...your transgressions" (Isa. 44:22) "As far as the east is from the west...removed" (Psa. 103:12) "Cast behind Your back all my sins" (Isa. 38:17) "Cast...into the depths of the sea" (Micah 7:19) "He...having forgiven us all our offenses" (Col. 2:13) "By no means remember anymore" (Heb. 10:17) [Nee] /

1Jn 3:5  You know that he appeared to take away sins, and in him there is no sin.

1Jn 3:6  No one who abides in him keeps on sinning; no one who keeps on sinning has either seen him or known him.

1Jn 3:7  Little children, let no one deceive you. Whoever practices righteousness is righteous, as he is righteous.

Kingdom righteousness (Mt. 5-7) can only emanate from a heart of love.  It is the love of Christ within us that rises to the challenge and displays the righteousness of the kingdom. / 
1Jn 3:8  Whoever makes a practice of sinning is of the devil, for the devil has been sinning from the beginning. The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the works of the devil.

1Jn 3:9  No one born of God makes a practice of sinning, for God's seed abides in him, and he cannot keep on sinning because he has been born of God.

The believer cannot remorselessly continue sinning like the unbeliever. / 
1Jn 3:10  By this it is evident who are the children of God, and who are the children of the devil: whoever does not practice righteousness is not of God, nor is the one who does not love his brother.

Only a child of God can practice kingdom righteousness and love his brother the way Christ loved us.  Unbelievers do not have Christ in them and therefore they cannot love this way.  It is not in man! /

1 JOHN 3V11-24
1Jn 3:11  For this is the message that you have heard from the beginning, that we should love one another.

7/7/2014 5:04 AM: Albert: 1 John 3v11-15: 1. John here presents us with a crystal-clear contrast between true righteousness and evil, between those in life and those still in death. He uses the very first fruit of the fall of man (Gen. 4) to etch the significance and implications of regeneration, in contrast with the fruit of the fallen nature, deeply into our consciousness. Abel typifies the regenerated man who has confronted his own flesh and thus came out on the side of love (God). Even up to this very moment in history these two ways of the two brothers stand in radical opposition to one another and the FRUIT identifies the inner inclination of each heart. Love emanates from the regenerated heart and hatred, animosity and murder from the unregenerated. We may know for certain that an abiding hatred towards our brothers is a clear sign that we are not yet saved; and the victory of love that we are. 2. Two ways and two fruits. / Contrasting Ways. 3. A TD should have no illusions about the radical contrast between the world and. God's very own justified people. We should know and preach that love for the brothers must remain the truest test of a regenerated heart. We should not be surprised at the hatred of those who have not yet judged themselves in the light of the Cross. They are 'children of Cain', whether secular or religious. We should vigorously apply this LOVE TEST in the church in order to show people effectively whether they are truly saved. This Christian love can be seen most clearly when it has to overcome the sins of others and yet remains steadfast in the power of grace. 4. Am I living in the constant consciousness of the razor sharp distinction between LOVE and hatred as the two CLEARLY IDENTIFIABLE fruits of two completely opposite ways? 5. Live in the clear and present consciousness of LOVE EXPRESSED in Christian community and even towards all people. Trust the love of Christ inside of you to conquer all lovelessness in your heart and life. Dwell in the ways and wonders of love. 'God is LIEFDE, juig ons harte, en bedink wat liefde doen.' 6. Dear Father, thank You for the examples of Cain and Abel teaching us that we need to dwell in You, the only One who can truly teach us the ways of love. May we be rooted and grounded deeply into the ultimate Example of Love, our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. /

Jn. 13:34 / 
1Jn 3:12  We should not be like Cain, who was of the evil one and murdered his brother. And why did he murder him? Because his own deeds were evil and his brother's righteous.

Cf. Jas. 2 /

1Jn 3:13  Do not be surprised, brothers, that the world hates you.

1Jn 3:14  We know that we have passed out of death into life, because we love the brothers. Whoever does not love abides in death.

Life inevitably leads to love and the loveless state is proof that we are still in death. / 
1Jn 3:15  Everyone who hates his brother is a murderer, and you know that no murderer has eternal life abiding in him.

Mt. 5:21-22 /

1Jn 3:16  By this we know love, that he laid down his life for us, and we ought to lay down our lives for the brothers.
7/10/2014 8:04 AM: Albert: 1 John 3v16-18: (cf. Phil. 2v1-8) John continues with the theme of love, and more specifically with very practical love for fellow believers in need. His appeal begins, however, with the love of God towards us in Christ. True love is defined by this one thing: the sacrifice of Christ's very life for us! This grace revealed is the fuel that enables us to also lay our lives down for one another. If we close our hearts for those in need it proves that God's love is not abiding in us. It is possible for true saints to be loveless and to only do the love-talk instead of the love-walk, however. John says this should be avoided, because it is useless and fruitless. 2. The love-walk inspired by the sacrifice of the Son. / Love expressed! 3. A TD should always keep his heart (the valves of the car's engine) open two ways; towards God in order to keep receiving the grace expressed in Christ and towards man to keep in touch with the existential suffering of real people and to alleviate that suffering with the love of God. We should be very careful to not love with words only. This is a clear and present danger. Love requires real action. 4. Am I continually exposing my heart to the profound and life-altering sacrifice of Christ on the Cross and in everything He did and said? Am I PRACTICALLY loving others in real-life situations of need? Is this a lifestyle? 5. Keep your heart WIDE open for Christ's love expressed. Pour your life out habitually for others. Adopt this as a PERMANENT mindset. Never close your heart towards fellow believers in need. 6. Dear Father, thank You for the love of Jesus. Thank You Jesus for giving Your life. Reveal more of this love to us and enable us by Your Spirit to live a consistently self-sacrificial life. Amen. /

Cf. Jn. 13v34 / Jn. 3v16 speaks of Him giving His life and this verse of us giving ours. / Cf. 1 Jn. 4v21. LOVE FOR OTHERS (BEYOND CATEGORIES): 1. It must begin with our love for God (and this begins with His love 4 us - Heb. 13v.9 - the cycle of love, the circuit must not be broken: Jn. 15v.9-17). 2. It is not a natural, but a supernatural love. 3. It can only work through the cross (1 Jn. 3v16). 4. It is a test of our love for God (1 Jn.) 5. It requires a new way of looking at people (2 Cor. 5v14) 6. It is spelled out in great detail in the NT & we should not trust our own judgment in this matter. 7. It is tested especially when things go wrong & we have to forgive, etc. 8. Illustration of 20 people in a room. 9. Faith in Christ & love for one another are commended over & over again in the epistles. See Eph. 1v15, etc. 10. Eph. 5v18-21 not only gives the key for love & harmony in marriage, but in all relationships. (Jn. 13v1-15, 34-35; Mt. 5v44-48; 1 Cor. 13; Phil. 2v1-8; 2 Cor. 5v16; 1 Tim. 1v5; 1 Thes. 3v12; Gal. 5v13, 22-23. Plus 'one another' texts.) / 
1Jn 3:17  But if anyone has the world's goods and sees his brother in need, yet closes his heart against him, how does God's love abide in him?

1Jn 3:18  Little children, let us not love in word or talk but in deed and in truth.

LOVE THE SAINTS VIA THE ONE ANOTHER COMMANDS: It is crucially important for us to understand that the command to love repeated over and over again in the NT is not left to us to intepret in whatever way we see fit to obey it, according to arbitrary notions. The ONE ANOTHER texts in the NT give very specific instructions as to what this LOVE looks like in our day to day life and in specific situations. God knows that our inherent self-focus will tend to twist love out of all proportion to its true and original meaning. Thus He gives us DETAIL with regards to this life of love in community. We ignore this at our own peril, for whether it be in family life or congregational life, we NEED to obey SPECIFICS in order to conquer via the Trinitarian Community Life that is from of old. Note that He also gives us abundant detail with regards to our love for Him. "If you love Me, you will keep my commandments." That is, you will obey My very specific instructions concerning what love for me looks like in TRUTH! [AT] / 

1Jn 3:19  By this we shall know that we are of the truth and reassure our heart before him;

7/11/2014 8:23 AM: Albert: 1 John 3v19-24 (see Philips and the Message translations): 1. This is a very important passage in 1 John for it explains the stated purpose of the book (5v13) in more detail. John is saying that when we love other believers "in deed and in truth" we may know that we are truly saved and thus we may reassure our hearts before God. Even if our hearts condemn us we may know that God knows everything about us and all HE asks is that we believe in Jesus and love one another. Thus we may KNOW that we are truly abiding in God and He is certainly abiding in us, for it is after all His Spirit that enables us to believe and love (Phil. 2v13). With this reassurance our hearts will no longer condemn us absolutely (read v21 like this), even if it still may condemn us existentially. Our faith and love thus become a greater weight than a 'condemning heart'. In this way we silence our self-criticism and the enemy's accusation and we may have a wonderful confidence that our prayers will be answered (Jas. 1v6). This passage unveils God's great desire to establish and comfort His own in the Gospel. 2. Reassuring our hearts with faith and love unto a marvelous confidence in life and in prayer. /Living and praying with Gospel confidence! / Confident Hearts! 3. A TD should be absolutely secure in God's love revealed in the Gospel. Whenever our hearts condemn us we should turn to the steadfast anchors of faith and love and find rest there. Thus we should keep our walk with God on a steady course and be assured of answered prayers. We should not doubt God's love initiative in the Gospel. We should ABSOLUTELY BELIEVE that God loves us, that we have eternal life, and that He will answer our prayers as we pray with reassured hearts. We should believe with all our heart that God is greater than our hearts. The Gospel testimony should count more than any doubts our hearts may produce! 4. Are you living steadfastly and confidently in the abiding realities of the Gospel? Do you believe in God's love and thus believe that your prayers will be answered? 5. Constantly REASSURE your heart before God as you believe ever deeper in jesus and love the saints increasingly. You can never go wrong if you love fervently and with absolute abandon. 6. Dear Father, thank You so much that we may truly reassure our hearts before You. Thank you for loving me with an everlasting love. Thank you for your deep care for us and that You thus desire for us to live and pray with Gospel confidence! Open our eyes increasingly to these wonderful realities. Amen.

1Jn 3:20  for whenever our heart condemns us, God is greater than our heart, and he knows everything.

1Jn 3:21  Beloved, if our heart does not condemn us, we have confidence before God;

See George Morrison / 

1Jn 3:22  and whatever we ask we receive from him, because we keep his commandments and do what pleases him.

NB See 1 Pet. 3v7 & Jn. 15v16-17 / 
1Jn 3:23  And this is his commandment, that we believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ and love one another, just as he has commanded us.

His commandment is all about love.  We only believe in the name of Jesus when we are persuaded of His love.  The persuasion itself is faith.  This faith will always lead to love for one another. /

1Jn 3:24  Whoever keeps his commandments abides in God, and God in him. And by this we know that he abides in us, by the Spirit whom he has given us.

NB verse - meditate on it. / 
The Spirit works this supernatural faith and love in us.  Hence we have the evidences of the life of the Son in us by the Spirit working in our hearts. /

CHAPTER FOUR

1 JOHN 4V1-10
Albert: 1 John 4: 1. We have to test 'the spirit' behind teachings and statements made by teachers and prophets. There are MANY false prophets in the world! Hence we have to be alert at all times! God's Spirit will always testify of the incarnation of Jesus and its grace implications. The antichrist spirit will oppose the implications of the incarnation. This spirit is at work and very active in religion. This is a spirit that operates in the kingdoms of this world. TD are in victory over this spirit and its proponents, for Christ in them is greater than the lies and power of religion and the antichrist spirit. All those who are animated by the antichrist spirit will speak the power language of this world and will be heard by the world. TD will listen to the apostolic message of the NT, however. FD show their true colours by their refusal to submit to the message of the NT. Thus the spirit of error can be discerned by its response to the message of grace in Christ. We need to apply this test (1-6). 2. TD love the brotherhood deeply and sacrificially. FD do not love and thus show that they do not know God, for God is love. God's love was shown to be true love by the incarnation and subsequent suffering of Jesus in our place. TD know that love never originates with us, but with God who is love. TD never boast in their own ability to love or their own demonstrations of love. TD boast in the love of God for us. TD love the brotherhood because they have been loved by God. Love is THE proof that we are abiding in the invisible God. God loved and loves the unlovable. This is grace-love. When we excericise grace-love we demonstrate that God dwells in us (Mt. 5v46). The Spirit of grace will bear testimony in us that we are in the abiding life. TD confess that Jesus is indeed the Son of God and the Savior of the world and that He loved us to the point of death on a cross. TD abide in grace-love and thus abide in the God of grace. Our confidence for the day of judgment is in the fact that the grace-love that started with God has run its course in us and caused us to also love fallen humanity the way that the incarnated Jesus loved and is still loving. Grace-love does not fear judgment in any way.  Only grace-love can deliver us from the fear of judgment. Hence the importance of our faith response to God's grace-love, so that it may be perfected in us. Love is only perfected when it has caused the recipient to respond with the same kind of undeserving love towards others! Receiving and responding to God's grace-love requires FAITH and it is proven by our love for the brotherhood. If we do not love the brothers we prove that we are not loving God either. The NT COMMANDMENT that summarises all others is the following: "Respond to God's grace-love by receiving it by faith and loving God in turn and then perfect the love cycle by loving others with the same grace-love that you received from God!" If there is no trace of this love cycle in you, you are not a TD (7-21). / 
1Jn 4:1  Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, for many false prophets have gone out into the world.

7/12/2014 9:28 AM: Albert: 1 John 4v1-6: 1. John picks up the theme of false prophets and teachers again (cf. 2v18-27). Here he refers to 'spirits' unveiling that there is always a 'spirit' behind the words and teachings of false prophets. It seems that these specific false prophets and teachers denied the incarnation in some way. It could not have been too obvious or else John would have had no need to explain the error in more detail. John gives the true disciples three simple ways to test the 'spirits': a.) see whether they believe in the orthodox apostolic teaching of the incarnation (as opposed to e.g. modern day teachings that deny the virgin birth) and confess it openly b.) are they separated from the world and speaking in such a way that the world opposes and hates them, or does the world listen to them and accept them? c.) do they listen to the word of the apostles (the NT) or oppose it openly or subtly? Believers do not need to fear these antichrists, because Christ who lives in them is greater than any deception and He has already conquered! 2. How to test the spirits. / Antichrists tested! 3. A TD should not be naïve about teachings received in the church. We should know that there are evil and lying 'spirits' that are always ready to use 'false brothers' in order to introduce false teachings in the church. We should employ the simple apostolic tests in order to discern and reject these false teachings. We should not fear, however, but firmly believe that Christ is greater than any deception and will protect us againts these lies. Those who do not want to submit to the essential and basic teachings of the NT prove thereby that they are false prophets. 4. Am I awake to the prevalence of deception and its subtle ways? Am I clear on the dividing line between the world and the church? Am I opposed by the spirit behind the world, thus proving that I am standing in the truth? 5. Note these tests and use them practically. Also test your own walk in terms of opposition from the 'world spirit'. 6. Father, thank You for your great love and that You so lovingly instruct your own children in order to keep them from deception. Please keep us alert by your Spirit and enable us to see the reality of spiritual matters clearly in order to discern accurately. Amen. / Since evil spirits can counterfeit God as Father, Son, or Holy Spirit, the believer needs also to know very clearly the principles upon which God works, so as to detect between the Divine and the Satanic workings. There is a "discernment" which is a spiritual gift, enabling the believer to discern "spirits," but this also requires knowledge of "doctrine" (1 John 4: 1), so as to discern between doctrine which is of God, and doctrines, or teachings, of teaching spirits. There is a detecting, by the gift of discerning of spirits, which spirit is at work; and a test of spirits, which is doctrinal. In the former a believer can tell by a spirit of discernment, that the lying spirits are at work in a meeting, or in a person, but he may not have the understanding needed for testing the "doctrines" set forth by a teacher. He needs knowledge in both cases; knowledge to read his spirit with assurance in the face of all contrary appearances, that the supernatural workings are "of God"; and knowledge to detect the subtlety of "teachings" bearing certain infallible indications that they emanate from the pit, while appearing to be from God. [Jessie Penn-Lewis] /

1Jn 4:2  By this you know the Spirit of God: every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God,

Life, light and love was on display in this world and now it is on display through those in whom Christ dwells. /  

1Jn 4:3  and every spirit that does not confess Jesus is not from God. This is the spirit of the antichrist, which you heard was coming and now is in the world already.

1Jn 4:4  Little children, you are from God and have overcome them, for he who is in you is greater than he who is in the world.

1Jn 4:5  They are from the world; therefore they speak from the world, and the world listens to them.

1Jn 4:6  We are from God. Whoever knows God listens to us; whoever is not from God does not listen to us. By this we know the Spirit of truth and the spirit of error.
Those who do not receive the apostolic testimony concerning Christ in the NT are not from God. / NB Die wat waarlik wedergebore is, het 'n liefde virdie Woord (getuienis vd apostels). Die wat nie is nie luister net na predikers wat hulle ore streel, maar lees en bewaar nie self die Woord nie. / Joh. 8v47. Die wat uit God is, luister na die woorde van God. Daarom luister julle nie, omdat julle nie uit God is nie. / 
1Jn 4:7  Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has been born of God and knows God.

7/14/2014 8:12 AM: Albert: 1 John 4v7-12 (see Phillips v12): 1. John here picks up the theme of love again and in this paragraph he elaborates on it in such a profound way that we are left breathless and in awe of who our Father really is. John makes it clear that love is the greatest test of true regeneration. Only those who love with God's self-sacrificial love can truly say that they are born of Him and know Him. John makes the awesome statement that God not only loves, but He IS love. The greatest manifestation of God's love was the giving of His only Son so that lost sinners might have life through Him. John defines this love he is speaking of very clearly and shows that we may never think that love is our idea or that it initiated with us. No! Love initiated with God. He is the Source and He first loved us. The sending of His Son to die for sinners remains the eternal proof of God's amazing love. This great self-sacrificial love is both the source and the motive for our love of one another. In a world where no one has ever seen God, how can we really know that we are abiding in Him (the unseen One)? We can know by the love that we have and give to one another. We thus abide in God's nature and grow into maturity. As we grow in love, love grows in us and it becomes a tree of life that feeds many with the nature of God. 2. Living and growing in the very specific love expressed by the Father of all love. / Abiding in God/Love! 3. A TD should never ever forget that the greatest test for his profession of faith is love. We should daily remind ourselves that God is love and that the atonement is the greatest manifestation of love ever seen in this universe. We should allow the details of the atonement to absolutely dominate our consciousness, usurping our very lives in such a way that our love for one another would become ever more extravagant. We should love with total abandon even as God loved us. We should never ever think of love in terms of our own resources, but always in terms of who God is and what He did in His Son. Thus we will never 'run out of love', as it were. If we seek spiritual growth, we should seek it here! Seek it in more extravagant love! Thus only there will be no limit to our growth in Christ (cf. Gal. 5).  4. Am I living and growing in love? Am I daily motivated by this one great reality of the Atonement? Is my heart utterly conquered by God's love expressed in Christ? Can I really say that my heart is EXPANDING with the love of God? If not, then I am not really growing in God, for He is love. 5. God's love is the greatest power in the universe! Think on these things. Fall back completely into the arms of love. Let the love of God expressed in the Cross ignite an ever-increasing bravery in you to love in peculiarly divine ways. When you think of the Cross, think love first, not only doctrine! 6. Dear Father, we stand in awe of Your true nature of love. Without You we can never love the way we should. Please ignite in us ever more the self-giving nature of your very own love expressed in Christ. Above all, unveil to the eyes of our hearts what the love of Calvary cost You and cost Jesus. Please show me its reality in technicolour. Amen. / 
1Jn 4:8  Anyone who does not love does not know God, because God is love.

1. GOD IS LIEFDE.  1 John 4:8 Hy wat nie liefhet nie, het God nie geken nie, want God is liefde.  2. DIE LIEFDE VAN GOD IS IN ONS HARTE UITGESTORT.  Romans 5:5 en die hoop beskaam nie, omdat die liefde van God in ons harte uitgestort is deur die Heilige Gees wat aan ons gegee is.  3. ONS WORD GEROEP OM DAAGLIKS UITDRUKKING TE GEE AAN GOD SE LIEFDE IN ONS HARTE OP PRAKTIESE EN WAARNEEMBARE MANIERE.  1 Peter 4:8 Maar bo alles moet julle mekaar vurig liefhê, want die liefde sal 'n menigte sondes bedek. / God is love, as John says (1 John 4:8), but that love works out in a diverse array of patterns that reflect the diversity of the relationships in which he as a person engages. (See Carson 'Difficult doctrine...' for the 5 ways the Bible speaks of God's love). / 
1Jn 4:9  In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent his only Son into the world, so that we might live through him.

The Incarnation and Crucifixion prove the love of God.  God did not just love us from a distance. / 
To understand the Christian life properly, it is important to see that Christ is our relationship with everything. In Galatians 2:20, when the apostle Paul said, "It is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me," he opened up a profound revelation concerning our life—Christ is now our relationship with all things. If Christ now lives in me, with the "I" crucified and no longer in the picture, then I do not have a separate, independent relationship with God. My relationship with God is Christ! God has established one unique relationship, and that relationship is with His only begotten Son (John 1:14, 18; 3:16, 18). / 
1Jn 4:10  In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins.

Oh, this is a precious verse.  This verse, together with verses 11 and 12,  is the culmination of all that has been said.  This summarises it all.  Memorise it and live in it!  / 
1 JOHN 4V11-21
1Jn 4:11  Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.

1Jn 4:12  No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God abides in us and his love is perfected in us.
CR: 1 Tim. 6v16/ Al het ons dus nie fisies gesien nie kan ons die tekens van Sy lewe in ons sien deur die liefde. / 
1Jn 4:13  By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit.

The Lamb Spirit, the VERY CHARACTER of God. / 7/16/2014 8:12 AM: Albert: 1 John 4v13-18: 1. John here weaves several strands together in his fuller development of the theme of Christian love. He firstly gives three proofs for believers to know that they are abiding in God and God in them, and these then culminate into a fourth on which John elaborates. There is the subjective proof of the Spirit in us, the objective proof of apostolic witness to the incarnation and salvific mission of the Son, and thirdly our confession (from the heart) of the same. Note that this is a fuller development of the incarnation test (jesus came in the flesh) spoken of earlier. These three tests or proofs culminate in the fourth one, namely our practical lives of love based on the love that we have seen and received from God in the gospel. As we RECEIVE God's love and lay down our lives for others, as Jesus did, our confidence in God's love and character grows and it expels all fear of punishment. God's incarnational love in Christ and then in us cannot exist together with any fear. As it grows it pushes guilt and thoughts of punishment out until there is only love left in us. 2. Three proofs culminating in fully developed love manifested in laying down our lives for others in this world, even as Jesus did. / Mature love 3. A TD should take these tests of subjective witness, objective apostolic faith, and his own heart confession as a firm foundation for his life on this earth. But he should never stop there! He must make sure that these evidences for God's love culminate in his very own incarnational expression of love in his daily life! We should above all things in our lives make sure that Christian love matures in us to a point where we have completely looked away from ourselves and our own judgment or punishment, and instead live for others in the powerful love of the gospel. 4. Is love growing and maturing in me, or have I stagnated? Is my heart expanding or contracting? 5. Present your heart to God and allow the Spirit to bring enlargement. Make sure that love is PRACTICALLY expressed in your daily life. 6. Dear Father, I want to live in Gospel love. Here's my heart, fill it more and more with the love of Christ by Your precious Spirit dwelling in me. Amen. /

Cf. vs 12-13 with Rom. 5v5 /

1Jn 4:14  And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of the world.

1Jn 4:15  Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him, and he in God.

M / This is a precious verse. / 

1Jn 4:16  So we have come to know and to believe the love that God has for us. God is love, and whoever abides in love abides in God, and God abides in him.

NIEMAND KAN LIEFDE VERSTAAN SONDER DIE KRUIS NIE  Almal op aarde het 'n idee van liefde en ons dink dat ons weet wat dit is en hoe dit veronderstel is om te werk.  Die Bybel leer egter dat dit net via die kruisdood van Jesus is dat ons waarlik liefde kan verstaan en dat dit net die Heilige Gees is wat vir ons die dieptes van die liefde kan openbaar wat aan daardie kruis vir mense gedemonstreer is. "En ons het die liefde wat God tot ons het, leer ken en geglo. God is liefde; en hy wat in die liefde bly, bly in God, en God in hom." 1 Johannes 4:16  "Ons het lief omdat God ons eerste liefgehad het." 1 Johannes 4:19  (NAV) Hierdie tekste in 1 Johannes maak dit baie duidelik dat ons net liefde reg kan verstaan en werklik kan uitleef wanneer ons verstaan wat aan die kruis gebeur het.  Daar het die Lam van God ons sondes gedra, die Onskuldige vir die skuldiges.  Boonop het Hy nie gesterf vir die wat Hom goedgesind was nie, maar vir ons wat in ons harte vyande van God was. D.w.s almal van ons. "Want as ons, terwyl ons nog vyande was, met God versoen is deur die dood van sy Seun, veel meer sal ons deur sy lewe gered word nou dat ons versoen is." Romeine 5:10  Daar is soveel hartseer in menseverhoudinge en ongeag ons aandeel aan al die pyn dink ons steeds so maklik dat óns die liefde reg verstaan en dat ander maar net moet sien wat ons sien, dan sal alles reg wees.  Die waarheid is dat ons álmal dwaal en 'n self-gerigte idee van liefde het TOTDAT die Heilige Gees vir ons begin openbaar wat werklik aan die kruis gebeur het.  Selfs vir ware dissipels van Jesus is dit nie 'n eenmalige gebeurtenis nie, maar veronderstel om 'n immer verdiepende openbaring en dan ervaring te wees. Op geen ander manier kan ons Goddelike liefde uitleef op 'n gevalle aarde nie. "Ons almal het gedwaal soos skape, ons het elkeen sy eie pad geloop; maar die HERE het die ongeregtigheid van ons almal op Hom laat neerkom." Jesaja 53:6   / When we abide in biblically defined love we will abide in God, for this is the nature of our God.  The opposite is also true.  No matter how much we may confess, speak, preach or do, if we do not abide in this kind of love we are not abiding in God, but are still in self.  Cf. 1 Cor. 13:1-3. / Eph. 3v19 /One of the great discoveries in our Christian life is to continually know the love that God has not only "for" us, but "in" us. In the passage above, the apostle John brings out two perfect tenses, "have known" and "have believed." This means that we know and continue to know, and we believe and continue to believe, the love which God has in us. It is a love apart from ourselves. This love is a gift. This love is God's Son. This love is a love-life that is installed right into our being. We need to realize that there is a well in us, not only of living water, but a well of love. There is a well of love-life, and this love-life is available in the Son. We do not know the love which God has in us until we begin to tap into it a little bit. Then we discover there is a flow of love in our spirit and in our heart, loving and praising Him./ LOVE'S SOURCE 1 JOHN 4:16  "And we have known and believed the love that God has for us.  God is love, and he who abides in love abides in God, and God in him." GALATIANS 5:22-23   "But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control.  Against such there is no law." God does not only give love: He is love.  Love is not a characteristic of His being, it is the very essence of His nature.  When God acts we can be sure that His actions are motivated only by love.  Furthermore His love is not the same as human love.  His love knows no end.  It is not fickle or temperamental.  It does not wait for something worthy of love in the recipient, but it moves of its own accord and by its own initiative.  It is in the truest sense of the word unconditional. It is profoundly foolish to ever doubt the character and magnitude of God's love.  When we honestly consider the nature of our love however we see a completely different picture.  It is therefore wise to not compare our love with the next person's love, for then we will always reach the wrong conclusion.  We will probably feel that we are not doing too badly. When we compare our love with God's love, on the other hand, we soon discover our desperate need of a greater love.  Where to find this love now becomes the urgent question in our hearts.  As believers we do not need to go far.  The love of God has been (note the past tense) poured out in our hearts by the Holy Spirit (Rom. 5:5).  The very love of God Himself resides within us.  This love is the 'fruit of the Spirit'.  Therefore we manifest it only when we 'walk in the Spirit' (Gal. 5:16).  By faith we trust the love of God planted deep within us rather than the capricious nature of our human love.  The result is predictable: joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control.  Quote of the Day:  "Love in the heart wasn't put there to stay; love isn't love till you give it away." / 
1Jn 4:17  By this is love perfected with us, so that we may have confidence for the day of judgment, because as he is so also are we in this world.

1Jn 4:18  There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear. For fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not been perfected in love.

Does this refer to fear of God? /

1Jn 4:19  We love because he first loved us.

Albert: 1 John 4v19-21: John continues with his rather intricate explanation of the operations of Christian love. Verse 19 is the sine qua non of this very peculiar love of God that has been implanted in the disciple by regeneration. Deep in the roots of our inner man a love that ever-initiates in the heart of the Father has has been installed.  This love cannot hate and therefore any person who claims to be a Christian and yet hates those who have been born of God is a liar and proves by his hatred that he is not regenerated.  True saving faith not only believes in the invisible God, but loves the invisible God.  If we cannot love a brother that is seen, how can we claim that we love the unseen God.  The love-installation in the inner man of the true believer operates on the basis of the atonement and issues in love for God and love for the brethren.  In verse 21 John adds the commandment given by Jesus that proves or in a sense parallels the love nature in the believer.  We have clear and simple commandments in the NT, but these are all based on the new nature.  2.  The love of God that has been installed in the true believer. / Love Installation! 3. A TD should know with an utter conviction that the love of God has been installed in his inner being.  We should never doubt the love of God inside of us.  We should trust the love inside of us and know that it will conquer all contradiction.  We should be able to discern when somebody really hates a true disciple that that person is very likely not saved.  We should deny all hatred in us that conflicts with the love inside of us.  We not only have a new nature that loves, but also a very clear command from our Lord that we should love our brothers deeply and even lay down our lives for them.  4. Do you know that the Father’s love lives in you!  Trust the new nature, not your own limited emotional capacity.  5. Think on these things and never move very far away from God’s love displayed on the cross of Christ.  6.  Father, I thank You for your very precious love inside of me. Please enable me by your Spirit to turn my eyes to Christ and to the power of the new life inside of me. Amen. /
1Jn 4:20  If anyone says, "I love God," and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who does not love his brother whom he has seen cannot love God whom he has not seen.

1Jn 4:21  And this commandment we have from him: whoever loves God must also love his brother.

CHAPTER FIVE

1 JOHN 5V1-10
Albert: 1 John 5: 1. TD acknowledge and bow to the Lordship of Christ. TD have been born of God, love the Father, and love everyone born of Him. This one life in God is connected. If we are in the divine family we will love the family. Love for God's children can be tested by whether we love in the way that the Father commanded us to love, i.e. grace-love that emanates from the Father's love for us and our love for Him. Love for the Father is proven by our love for and obedience to His Word of grace. These grace commandments are nor burdensome. They are not burdensome, because it is God Himself who obeys ina and through us by our faith in Christ in us! TD overcome the world by their faith in Christ (1-5).  2. TD believe the threefold testimony concerning Jesus, namely the Spirit, the water, and the blood. We must embrace the full testimony of Christ as the Father presented it to us. TD embrace the testimony of the Father even more that the most trustworthy man on earth. The Father Himself testified concerning the Son and we should find great comfort and security in that. TD have the testimony of God WITHIN them! FD do not embrace the full testimony of the Father concerning His Son. The Father's testimony concerns ETERNAL life in Christ. Hence all who do not fully embrace the Son, do not have the Father either. They also then do not have eternal life. Life is only in the Son. This is an utterly exclusive arrangement (6-12). 3. TD may know by the writings of John that they are already in full possession of eternal life. They may also have assurance of answered prayer whenever they ask something according to the will of God. For the Father to hear a prayer is to answer a prayer, for He is God. Our prayers must be focused primarily on matters of eternal life. TD may intercede for their brothers, when they commit sins not leading to death,  and ask the Father to give them life in Christ and grant them true repentance. Not all sins lead to death as in 1 Cor. 11v30. TD do not continue in sin without repentance. TD are still in the realm of this world where satan has power, but they do not live according to that realm. TD are under the protection of God and satan cannot touch them in their spirit man. Jesus came to bring us to a place of understanding that we are in the Father and in the Son and thus we have eternal life. Our union with the Father and the Son is authentic because the Father is the Source of all truth and He placed us in Christ and in Himself. On the basis of this wonderful union with God Himself we should despise all forms of idolatry, because this is a terrible insult to God and the precious union life of the NC where God and man have been united (13-21). / 

1Jn 5:1  Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and everyone who loves the Father loves whoever has been born of him.

Albert Theron: 1 John 5v1-5 (see Phillips translation): 1. In this paragraph John draws together several lines of teaching that he has previously touched on in this epistle. Additionally he lays a stronger emphasis on faith.  John begins with a living faith in Christ as the fountainhead of the Christian life and then proceeds to show that love for the Father and His children is the logical outflow of this faith and it proves the genuineness of our regeneration. He once again lays a very strong emphasis on love, but also makes sure that we understand that this love is defined by God ('commandments') and not by us (v3a). There is no place for human ideas of love to set alternative standards of love. God is love and He alone may define its expressions, boundaries, etc. The good news is, however, that these commandments are not burdensome! The world is a cold, wicked and loveless place where satan seeks to destroy true love. No human being can conquer the love-destroying nature of this world, but those who believe in the Son already have the victory inside of them, for Jesus has overcome the world (Jn. 16v33). 2. Faith conquers the world, for it planted God's nature within us.  / World conquering Faith! 3. A TD should trust the power of regeneration implicitly and know that his faith in Christ has placed him in a position where he is able to love and obey God without the burdensome trappings of religion. We thus already have victory over the world and should just rest in the power of regeneration. 4. Am I truly resting in the power of my once and for all regeneration? Am I living the burdenless life of faith and love? 5. Rest in the victory of Christ and lean hard on the power of regeneration. Do not allow anything or anyone to reduce your faith in the power of regeneration in any way. 6. Father, I thank You for Your life and nature inside of me. Please continue to confirm, reveal, and release this power of regeneration in and through me. Amen. /

1Jn 5:2  By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God and obey his commandments.

Vreemd verwoord. Study / Vgl. 2 Joh. v6 / Dit klink asof Johanenes hier en in 2v6 sê dat ware Bybelse liefde net getoets kan word aan SPESIFIEKE gehoorsaamheid aan die opdragte van God. Die algemen sogenaamde liefde wat nie getrou is aan die Woord se specificity nie is dus vals en is die wêreld se liefde. / 
1Jn 5:3  For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments. And his commandments are not burdensome.

OORWINNING SLEGS OP DIE WEG VAN DIE LIEFDE "Die liefde vir God bestaan dan daarin dat ons sy gebooie gehoorsaam. Sy gebooie is ook nie moeilik om te gehoorsaam nie." 1 Joh. 5:3 (NAV) Ons voel soms oorweldig deur die gevallenheid bo ons, rondom ons, en selfs in ons en boonop die ewige gesukkel om dinge en verhoudings te laat werk in die ou wêreld waar alles so maklik uitmekaar val en ten gronde gaan.  Sulke tye kan die pad van 'n dissipel van Jesus vir ons onmoontlik steil voorkom. Jy het net-net die vorige bult gemaak, dan lê daar nog 'n steiler een voor jou.  Om dan te lees dat God se gebooie 'nie swaar is nie' laat 'n mens se mond oophang en jy wonder heimlik of Johannes op dieselfde planeet as ons geleef het. Let wel, hy sê nie 'die lewe is maklik, want God sorteer alles sommerso in 'n japtrap vir ons uit' nie.  Dit sou op sigself verstommend wees.  Hy sê in teendeel elders jy gaan baie téénkanting kry in die wêreld én dan moet jy nog te midde van alles gehoorsaam wees aan alles wat God van jou vra. Sjoe!  Hoe dan?  Johannes praat van die oorwinning op die weg van die liefde.  As mens iemand liefhet is dit 'n vreugde om hulle hartsbegeertes te bevredig, selfs al verg dit baie opofferings.  Deur die wedergeboorte het ons die bonatuurlike liefde van God ín ons. Ons neem egter so maklik sypaadjies wat ook belowe om ons by gehoorsaamheid uit te bring, maar Johannes sê in effek daar is net een pad wat werk. Dit is die pad van die bonatuurlike liefde van God ín my wat lei tot die bonatuurlike liefde vír God gedemonstreer deur my gewillige gehoorsaamheid aan die begeertes van Sy Vaderhart.  [AT] / Gen. 29v20 So Jacob served seven years for Rachel, and they seemed to him but a few days because of the love he had for her.' When love for Jesus motivates us His commandments are not burdensome. Both the love motive & the power of grace make obedience non-burdensome. [AT] / 

1Jn 5:4  For everyone who has been born of God overcomes the world. And this is the victory that has overcome the world--our faith.

Geloof maak dus die gehoorsaamheid aan die gebooie moontlik (sien "nie moeilik nie"). /
1Jn 5:5  Who is it that overcomes the world except the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God?

The main point of this section of the Word is simply that we would be persons confessing that Jesus is the Son of God. This is to acknowledge that He is my life, He is the One who lives. It is His Person that is the object of my attention. I am riveted to Him. I am not something in myself. To say this, is not just a doctrinal confession. It is a deep release of our spirit with a clear focus on Him. When our spirit is so focused that Jesus is the One—Jesus is the life, we lay our hand on Him—this activates life within us. The factor for life to flood us is our being occupied exclusively not with ourself, but with Jesus, the Son of God. You start your morning with telling Him, "Lord, You are the Son of God. You are the One living today. You are my thought today. You are my feeling. You are my choice. You are my life today." Jesus is the Son of God! It is this continuous fellowship and enjoyment that releases the life and brings forth the testimony, the proper witness, the proper response in our being. When we testify that Jesus is the Son of God, there is a witness within us that this is right. You are on course even when your feelings are on the floor, because you are saying, "Jesus is the Son of God. Lord, You are the Son of God. You are the One living today." Right away the Holy Spirit witnesses within you. You have the witness within yourself that everything is okay, because Jesus is the Son of God. / 

1Jn 5:6  This is he who came by water and blood--Jesus Christ; not by the water only but by the water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one who testifies, because the Spirit is the truth.

07:24, 20 Jul - Albert Theron: 1 John 5v6-12 (see Phillips translation v9): 1. As so many times before John once again emphasises eternal life (regeneration) and weaves other themes around it in order to give disciples tests by which to know the reality of LIFE in themselves and in various situations and relationships with others.  In this paragraph he speaks of the Spirit that testifies in us, but also of the blood and the water of baptism. These all testify of the same reality, the eternal life that is in Christ Jesus. God has not left Himself without testimony. Hallelujah! We should give much more weight to the testimony of God than to any testimony of man or even the testimony of our own hearts (cf. 3v20). The core of the testimony is that LIFE is in Jesus. If we have Him as our very own Lord and Saviour we have eternal life. Glory! Believers who stand in the full blessing of all three these additional testimonies will be strong in the faith. 2. The testimony of eternal life in Christ bolstered by three additional testimonies. / Testimony of Life! 3. A TD should stand firm on the powerful and trustworthy reality of God's testimony of His Son. We should employ the testimonies of the Spirit, the water, and the blood for our own encouragement in the faith, but also for the encouragement of other disciples. Water baptism is a powerful testimony together with the blood (total forgiveness) and the inner witness of the Spirit. We should use this in our preaching and in our discipling of others. Use these testimonies experientially and not just doctrinally. 4. Am I resting in the reality of the Spirit, the water, and the blood? Am  establishing others in these realities. 5. Never forget the importance of these three additional testimonies in all your Gospel dealings. 6. Father please establish me in the reality of the full testimony of the Gospel and help me to never forget it. Amen. /

Cf. the three testimonies at the baptism of Jesus...'behold the Lamb', then the water and the Spirit. Amen! [AT]  / In discipleship and thinking about church life it is absolutely crucial that we make sure that every saint has the subjective testimonies of righteousness (the blood: Rom. 1-5v11), water baptism (identification: Rom. 5v12-6v23), and the inner witness of the Spirit (Rom. 8). This is the only way in which the testimony of God in His Son will be strong in our midst and will be able to overcome the testimonies of man and our own accusing hearts (1 John 3v20). [AT} / Not only must these three testimonies be established in our lives, but we should also GROW in them. [AT] / 

1Jn 5:7  For there are three that testify:

1Jn 5:8  the Spirit and the water and the blood; and these three agree.

1Jn 5:9  If we receive the testimony of men, the testimony of God is greater, for this is the testimony of God that he has borne concerning his Son.

1Jn 5:10  Whoever believes in the Son of God has the testimony in himself. Whoever does not believe God has made him a liar, because he has not believed in the testimony that God has borne concerning his Son.

1 JOHN 5V11-21
1Jn 5:11  And this is the testimony, that God gave us eternal life, and this life is in his Son.

1Jn 5:12  Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not have the Son of God does not have life.

1Jn 5:13  I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God that you may know that you have eternal life.

7/24/2014 7:32 AM: Albert: 1 John 5v13-18: 1. John speaks here, at the end of his letter, about the purpose of the whole letter and the fruit of the faith that it is meant to ignite. True faith in Christ is meant to bring us to a knowing (substance and evidence Heb. 11v1). This knowing should always lead to love. John directly links this 'knowing' with a successful prayer life that focuses on the spiritual wellbeing of others. Once again John brings in the theme of sin. In the context of the whole letter verses 16 and 17 most probably refers to the two kinds of people that John has been speaking about all along. Those who claim to be believers, but who do not have a genuine faith (as demonstrated throughout the letter) and those who do. We should not pray for RESTORATION for the former, but for SALVATION! When a genuine believer sins his brothers have an obligation to pray for his restoration in Christian concern (cf. Jesus praying for Peter in Luke 22v31-32 and also Gal. 6v1-2) and we may know that God hears these prayers, for it is His will to restore believers who have fallen. Additionally John says that true believers will be restored in true repentance, because they have the life of Christ in them. True believers cannot remain in sin indefinitely. 2. The Faith that leads to Knowing, that leads to a Victorious Prayer Life! / Knowledge that Overcomes! 3. A TD should make sure that his faith issues in an assurance of eternal life that bears fruit. We should never stand idly by when true believers fall into sin. We should pray for their restoration and firmly believe that God hears and will answer that prayer! We should not pray for RESTORATION when someone who says they are a Christian does not want to believe the apostolic facts of the Gospel. Instead we should pray for their salvation. 4. Let your assurance of eternal life blossom into a powerful prayer life. 5. Trust the Father to lead you into powerful intercession for believers to stand in the full victory of the Cross and Resurrection. 6. Father, I thank You for full assurance in Christ. Please lead me to a more vigorous and faith-filled prayer life. Amen. / 

1Jn 5:14  And this is the confidence that we have toward him, that if we ask anything according to his will he hears us.

1Jn 5:15  And if we know that he hears us in whatever we ask, we know that we have the requests that we have asked of him.

1Jn 5:16  If anyone sees his brother committing a sin not leading to death, he shall ask, and God will give him life--to those who commit sins that do not lead to death. There is sin that leads to death; I do not say that one should pray for that.

See MacDonald / Jakobus 5 /
1Jn 5:17  All wrongdoing is sin, but there is sin that does not lead to death.

1Jn 5:18  We know that everyone who has been born of God does not keep on sinning, but he who was born of God protects him, and the evil one does not touch him.

1Jn 5:19  We know that we are from God, and the whole world lies in the power of the evil one.

7/25/2014 8:09 AM: Albert: 1 John 5v19-21: 1. John ends his first epistle with strong affirmations of Christian certainties and finally with an exhortation to not be fooled by any religious idol that would try to replace the one true God and His Son, Jesus Christ. Despite the pervasive deception of satan throughout the entire world saints may KNOW that they 'are from God'. We may KNOW our origin without any doubt whatsoever, for God's very own Son has appeared in order to give us understanding; to unveil the eternal God. Additionally we are IN the true God by being in His Son, for they are One! Moreover, we have eternal life in Him. What a marvelous reality and destiny. In the light of this astounding inheritance John exhorts us to keep our hearts fixed on Christ and the reality of our union with God in Him, so that we will not be led astray by anything or anyone that tries to replace Him in our affections. 2. KNOWING the one true God in Christ and living your life in union with Him. / Growing by Knowing 3. A TD should know that he knows his origin is in the one true God. He should know that He is in the one true God and that he has eternal life in Christ. He should rest assured in his union with Christ and his dwelling in the Father and the Son. All the various tests in this book should prove to him that he has taken a hold of eternal life and even more importantly that eternal life has taken a hold of him. We should be very wary of both secular and religious idolatry. God alone fulfills and we should not allow satan to sell us his lies with the idols that promise so much, but delivers only death and futility. 4. Do I KNOW that I know all the truths in this marvelous epistle? Is my heart resting in God alone? 5. Refuse to add any PLUS to the all-satisfying, all-inclusive Christ. 6. Father, thank You for this marvelous book and for Christian certainties! May we grow ever stronger in the realities of our faith. May the 'substance and evidence' of our faith become ever more sweet and satisfying to our hearts so that the world may see there is only one true God, revealed in the Son! Amen /

1Jn 5:20  And we know that the Son of God has come and has given us understanding, so that we may know him who is true; and we are in him who is true, in his Son Jesus Christ. He is the true God and eternal life.

1Jn 5:21  Little children, keep yourselves from idols.

"Little children, keep yourselves from idols (false gods)— [from anything and everything that would occupy the place in your heart due to God, from any sort of substitute for Him that would take first place in your life]." 1 JOHN 5:21 (AMP) /

2 JOHN AT COMMENTARY

2 JOHN BACKGROUND

Time:  AD 90-95 (25th)

Stats:  1 chapter/13 verses/303 words/no question/no prophecy

Key People:

John—apostle of Jesus writing to emphasize Christian fellowship and hospitality (verses 1–13)

The elect lady—personal acquaintance of John and a believer (verse 1)

The lady’s children—reference to the sons and daughters of the chosen lady (verse 1)

Key Term:  “Faithful” (Verse 8).  Although the term faithful does not appear, this letter is in essence an encouragement to remain faithful to the truth of the gospel in the face of deceivers.
Key Text:
2 John 1:8  Wees op julle hoede, dat ons nie verloor wat ons deur arbeid verkry het nie, maar 'n volle loon ontvang.
Provocation & Context:
The primary difference between 1 John and 2 John has to do with the audience. First John is addressed in a general way to Christians. 2 John is written to a particular person and a particular church (verse 1). Both letters warn of the dangers of those false teachers who, influenced by early Gnostic thought, were threatening the church.

Based on the internal evidence, John was concerned that the individual addressed in the greeting (verse 1) inadvertently or unwisely may have shown these false prophets hospitality (verses 10–11). Apparently, false teachers were conducting an itinerant ministry among John’s congregations, seeking to make converts and taking advantage of Christian hospitality to advance their cause. The apostle urgently warned his readers against showing hospitality to such deceivers (verses 10–11). Although his exhortation may appear on the surface to be harsh or unloving, the acutely dangerous nature of the false teaching justified such actions, especially since it threatened to destroy the very foundations of the faith (verse 9).

One Sentence Summary:  Those who are faithful to the ‘doctrine of Christ’ know the Father and the Son and will one day be fully rewarded.
John rejoiced about the children of a Christian woman continuing in Christian discipleship (“walking in the truth”), and he strongly urged living according to the love command.

As is universal in scripture, truth in doctrine and truth in living go hand in hand.  This little note shows that those who denies Christ’s incarnation cannot possibly live faithful lives.  

This is the second shortest book in the NT, weighing in with only 244 words and 13 verses in the original.  (The shortest is 3 John with 219 words and 13 verses).

Even a memo from one of the original disciples has great value—particularly if it was inspired by the Holy Spirit. This shortest of the New Testament books fits on a single sheet of papyrus. In it, John includes only crucial encouragement and warnings. There was much more to say, but he hoped to visit soon (verse 12).

Basic Outline:
1.

The body of the letter has two sections.  First is John’s positive exhortation to walk in Christ’s commandments (through verse 6).  Second is John’s warning about deceivers (from verse 7 to the end).

2.

Love: A Commandment (Verses 1-5)

Light: A Definition (Verse 6)

Life: A Warning (Verses 7-13)
3. 


1. Introduction and Thanksgiving

2. Warning Against False Teachers

3. Conclusion


Sketch:  Prohibition against Participation in Heresy.
Key Doctrines:

Christian fellowship—sound doctrine must serve as the test of fellowship and the basis of separation between those who profess to be Christians and those who actually are (verses 9–11; Romans 16:17; Galatians 1:8–9; 2 Thessalonians 3:6, 14; Titus 3:10).

Fundamentals of the faith—the basics of Christianity are summarized by adherence to the truth, love, and obedience (verses 4–6; John 13:34–35; 14:15, 21; 15:10, 12, 17; 1 Thessalonians 2:19–20; 1 John 2:7–11; 3:11; 4:7–12).

Quick Overview:

     I.      The Basis of Christian Hospitality (1–3)

     II.      The Behavior of Christian Hospitality (4–6)

     III.      The Bounds of Christian Hospitality (7–11)

     IV.      The Blessings of Christian Hospitality (12–13)

Quick Study:

     1.      How does John highlight his consistent theme of love in his short letter?

     2.      How does John emphasize the importance of truth?

     3.      What is the cause of John’s warnings in this brief letter?

     4.      What positive counsel about Christian relationships does John offer?

God’s Character:

God is loving—1:6

God is truth—1:1–2

Christ Revealed:

John presents both the deity of Christ (v.3) and His humanity (v.7).  Anyone who denies the fundamental truth concerning the divine-human Person of Christ does not have God (v.9).  John views fellowship as a distinctive feature of the Christian life, but he leaves no doubt that biblical fellowship is impossible where the apostolic doctrine of the Person and work of Christ is denied or compromised.
Similar to John’s first letter, the apostle stresses the basic truth of Christ’s identity (verses 7–11). To deny Christ’s humanity is to deny the bodily suffering and sacrifice Christ endured to redeem the world of sin: “Many deceivers have gone out into the world who do not confess Jesus Christ as coming in the flesh. This is a deceiver and an antichrist” (verses 7–8).

The Holy Spirit at Work:
Although the epistle does not specifically mention the Holy Spirit, His ministry is evident, particularly in bearing witness to the truth concerning the Person of Christ.  The Spirit enables the true believer to discern false teachings and to “abide in the doctrine of Christ.”

Content:

· Johannes vermaan dat ons mekaar lief moet hê

· Wandel in liefde én waarheid

· Waarheid, liefde en gehoorsaamheid 

· The Incarnation of Christ / Living in Truth.
· Discipleship.  Ethics and Morality.
· A lesson in humility.  Second John is the only New Testament letter specifically addressed to a woman.
· Those who are faithful to the ‘doctrine of Christ’ know the Father and the Son and will one day be fully rewarded.

· In 2 JOHN we are WALKING IN TRUTH in Christ  

· 2 John - Cautions Against False Teachers. Praise for walking in Christ and a reminder to walk in God’s love. 

NO OT QUOTATIONS

THE COMMENTARY
SIGNIFICANT WORDS AND TERMS IN THIS BOOK

· Righteousness

· Grace
CHAPTER ONE

2 JOHN 1V1-13

Albert: 1. Leaders should truly love disciples and love them in the realm of the truth that is in Christ. TD know the truth in Christ and as a result they love others 'in truth'. Truth is a Person. Truth abides in all TD and it is the eternal possession of all TD. This should give us immense comfort.  True Christian fellowship is always in the realm of the truth in Christ and it leads inevitably to a profound love of one another 'in truth'. TD live in the realm of grace, mercy, and peace emanating from the Father and the Son and rooted in truth and love. This our home, our foundation, our destiny! We should live here with all our hearts even in the present (1-3)! 2. Leaders should live on this earth for the joy of seeing disciples walking in the truth of the Gospel, by the explicit command of the Father...'this is My Son, hear Him'.  Not all in a local church will necessarily walk in the power of the truth in Christ. Leaders should continue to remind disciples to love one another. Even though they may already walk in the truth, they need to be constantly reminded (cf. Phil. 2v1-8). Love will obey God's commandments and God's command is that we love. These are wonderful circles within circles in the realm of grace. It starts in love and it ends in love. Our footsteps should always stay in these paths of grace-love and we should not yield to the temptation to take any other route  (4-6). 3. We need to be very aware that there are many deceivers and religious agents of satan in this world who in subtle ways deny the incarnation and the consequent message of grace-love. We must view such as deceivers and antichrists. They act in the spirit of the antichrist. It is possible to lose the spiritual progress that we have made and lose measures of our spiritual reward. Hence we must be careful to remain in the realm of grace-love and not be deceived by religious charlatans. We must remain in the simplicity of grace and not become fancy with all kinds of teachings that would purportedly add to grace (cf. Gal. 3v1-5). We should abide in the teaching of Christ, for it is here alone that we will remain in full possession of the Father and the Son. The basics of the gospel must be vigorously believed, defended, and walked in. We should even shun those who turn away from this teaching and have no fellowship with them. Those who turn away from the gospel are involved in 'wicked works' and we should have nothing whatsoever to do with such (7-11). 4. Face to face communication is always better than written communication. We should long to have this unveiled face communication with other believers. Grace-love will always lead to a profound desire for face to face fellowship with the brotherhood. If we no longer have this desire our hearts have somehow turned away from the full circle of grace-love and we should find the broken link and repair it by repentance. Fullness of joy in ministry can only be found when there is true Christian fellowship with disciples in the realm of grace-love. There should be a wonderful fellowship between local churches ('elect ladies'?) in this precious Trinitarian grace-love (12-13). /

2Jn 1:1  The elder to the elect lady and her children, whom I love in truth, and not only I, but also all who know the truth,
AT Link: 2 Jn. vss 1-6  with 1 Tim. 1v5 / Cf. Eph. 4v15 : aletheia / "Truth" - John has an incarnational theology and emphasizes the love that was revealed in Christ and that should now be revealed through us. (AT) / Albert: 2 John 1v1-3: 1. See ESV SB intro for explanation of v1. In the introduction to his second epistle John once again strongly emphasises love, but here he merges love and truth in various ways in order to show that they must never be separated. This emphasis was probably triggered by the need for the believers to stand against the heresies of the gnostics (vss 7-11). Thus the bulk of this letter is a warning against false teaching and teachers. John also writes in such a way that love and truth are not seen only as Christian qualities, but as intrinsic characteristics of the Person of Christ and the gospel (see v2). Grace, mercy, and peace are likewise realities that emanate from the Father and the Son and they are thus organically linked with love and truth. Thus we see that the true Jesus of the Scriptures must be intimately known to all disciples, since satan tries his level best to introduce a counterfeit Jesus to the believers (2 Cor. 11v4). Yet we may know that because of our regeneration the 'truth abides in us and will be with us forever'. 2. Abiding in Truth and Love. / Loving in Truth. 3. TD should love one another in the truth of the gospel (v1). Our love is not just a general benevolence, but a very specific kind of love based on the full message of the gospel. We should love truth and love in truth. We should have a jealous regard for the truth of the gospel and our enjoyment of grace, mercy and peace should never be separated from truth and love. 4. Do you place equal emphasis on love and truth? 5. Make sure that you love believers in the full spectrum and enjoyment of gospel truth. Rejoice in the gospel and make sure that the revelation of the truth of the gospel drives you to an ever-increasing love of those who have also embraced gospel truth as the anchor and stay of their entire existence for now and eternity. 6. Father, I thank You for the revelation truth and love in Jesus. Open my eyes to see the fullness of its implications for this life and the next. Amen. . WANNEER DIE WONDERWERK VAN "WAARHEID IN LIEFDE" PLAASVIND Alle families op aarde beleef konflik van tyd tot tyd.  Dit is "normaal" gegewe die gevallenheid van die mens se hart.  Konflik is nie noodwendig iets negatiefs nie.  Inteendeel, dit is 'n nodige pre-kondisie vir die unieke soort vrede waarvan die Bybel praat. Iemand wat ek ken het by geleentheid iets gesê oor een van Jesus se uitsprake in die Bergpredikasie; "salig is die vredemakers, want hulle sal kinders van God genoem word".  Sy stelling sal my altyd bybly: "Peacemakers are not peacekeepers.  Peacekeepers never confront the issue. Peacemakers do." Dit sou wonderlik gewees het as Jesus vir my al die duisternis van my eie hart self kon uitwys en nie nodig gehad het om ook van tyd tot tyd ander mense, en veral die wat so naby aan my is (!), te gebruik om dit te doen nie.   Efesiërs 4 vers 15 sê ons moet "in liefde by die waarheid bly en SO in alle opsigte groei na Christus toe.." Eina.  Ek wens daar was 'n ander manier om te groei.  Hierdie "waarheid' is in konteks die waarheid oor wie Jesus is, maar dít is onlosmaaklik verbind aan die waarheid van my en jou hart.  "In U lig sien ons die lig" (Ps. 36:10).  As mense wat steeds gevallenheid met hulle saamdra, kry nie een van ons altyd die balans (nie 50/50 nie, maar 100/100) tussen waarheid en liefde reg nie.  Dit is net in ons gebrokenheid, wederkerige leerbaarheid en ware evangelie-nederigheid wat die wonderwerk van "waarheid in liefde" plaasvind.  En wat 'n kosbare wonderwerk is dit nie.  Hierdie wonderwerk bring altyd verandering as ons bereid is om te luister. (Ek praat nou uit ervaring in terme van die een uit tien keer wat ek wel geluister het.)  Ons moet sekerlik vir mekaar genade gee as ons nie altyd hierdie balans regkry nie, maar een ding wat ons nie kan bekostig om te doen nie is om op te hou om die waarheid te praat en dan in die valse "vrede" van ons generasie aan te ploeter. Dink daaroor:

· ons wil nie hê mense moet vir ons ongemaklike dinge oor onsself vertel nie

· maar ons het dit tog broodnodig anders hou ons op om te groei as beste "scenario" en as slegste gaan die Vader baie harder met ons begin praat op verskillende maniere

"Pain insists upon being attended to. God whispers to us in our pleasures, speaks in our conscience, but shouts in our pain: it is His megaphone to rouse a deaf world." (C.S. Lewis)

· wie anders as die mense naby aan ons kan vir ons die waarheid oor onsself vertel ?  

· wie ken ons goed genoeg om dit te kan doen?

· gaan ons dit ontvang in gebrokenheid en leerbaarheid?

· of gaan ons aandring op God se alternatiewe spreekbuise?

"Friends mean well, even when they hurt you. But when an enemy puts his arm around your shoulder--watch out!" Proverbs 27:6 (Good News Bible) Die kanse is baie goed dat die mense na aan jou wel lief is vir jou en dat die waarheid wat hulle met jou praat bedoel is om te herstel en genees en nie te verwoes en vernietig nie.  /
2Jn 1:2  because of the truth that abides in us and will be with us forever:

2Jn 1:3  Grace, mercy, and peace will be with us, from God the Father and from Jesus Christ the Father's Son, in truth and love.

Peace is the inevitable effect of grace and mercy (God's gospel-love displayed in Jesus).  /

2Jn 1:4  I rejoiced greatly to find some of your children walking in the truth, just as we were commanded by the Father.

7/29/2014 9:11 AM: Albert: 2 John v4-8: 1. (See Phillips translation for v4.). In this portion of his second epistle John once again emphasises faith (v4, 7 and part of 8) and love (v5-6 and part of 8) just like he did in his first epistle.  Walking in the truth is walking by faith in the incarnation and its implications. This walk of faith should never be separated from its corollary, love. And love should never be separated from the specific commandments of the Father. John's interlinking of truth (faith), love, and the Father's commandments is unique in Scripture and it makes a demand upon us to never separate what God has joined. We must never separate justification, sanctification, and even glorification (v8). They are one in Christ. The antichrist spirit will always try to separate these (for example modern day moralism and humanism). We should see the incarnation, faith, truth, love, and God's commandments as one integrated whole. This view will aid us tremendously in our quest to not be deceived and to win 'a full reward' (v8). 2. An integrated perspective on salvation with a view to discernment and the gaining of a full reward. / Integrated Salvation. 3. A TD should not only believe truth, but walk in it, as it is in Christ. Walking in Christ is walking in faith and love as defined in the kind of life revealed by the Father in His Son (e.g. the sermon on the mount). We should never separate any part of this full package from the whole! Additionally we should make sure that we are WALKING in the full package and not just believing it theoretically. 4. Are you walking in the full package? 5. Obey the Father in the specifics! 6. Dear Father, please open up john's writings to me in such a way that it will become a dynamic reality in my life. Help us to not stop short of the full implementation of the incarnation and its implications. Help us to use this also in all our evangelism, discipleship, counseling and church work. Amen. /

2Jn 1:5  And now I ask you, dear lady--not as though I were writing you a new commandment, but the one we have had from the beginning--that we love one another.

2Jn 1:6  And this is love, that we walk according to his commandments; this is the commandment, just as you have heard from the beginning, so that you should walk in it.

Vgl. 1 Joh. 5v2 en nota daar. / Vgl. 1 Joh. 5v2 en nota daar. / NB Note that John here links all the commandments with THE COMMANDMENT, John 13v34 /
2Jn 1:7  For many deceivers have gone out into the world, those who do not confess the coming of Jesus Christ in the flesh. Such a one is the deceiver and the antichrist.

2Jn 1:8  Watch yourselves, so that you may not lose what we have worked for, but may win a full reward.

2Jn 1:9  Everyone who goes on ahead and does not abide in the teaching of Christ, does not have God. Whoever abides in the teaching has both the Father and the Son.

7/30/2014 7:19 AM: Albert: 2 John v9-11: 1. (See Philips translation). These verses must be read together with the previous pericope. John continues to warn the believers against perversions of the Christian message, but here he specifically warns against probably travelling teachers who came to house churches in order to introduce their false messages. Cf. v9 with Col. 2v10. There is a very strong line in the NT appealing to TD's to be content with what they have received in Christ. One of satan's strategies is to get believers to become dissatisfied and then 'run ahead' of God and what He is teaching us by His Spirit in Christ. In context 'the teaching of Christ' probably refers to the incarnation (Jesus being both God and 100% man), but it may include the teaching of Jesus while He was in the flesh (cf. v4). Jesus said 'my doctrine is not mine', etc. If we abide in the simplicity of the gospel we have full access to the trinitarian fellowship. There is also a very strong warning here against any kind of association or approval of heretics. If we disobey this injunction we are sharing in the evil of their false doctrine and will thus also lose our reward (v8). 2. Close the door on all those who do not abide in the simplicity of the gospel. / Shun Heretics! 3. A TD should not have any illusions about the dangers of false doctrine. We should hold firmly to the simiplicity of the apostolic gospel. We should be content with the reality of Christ revealed in the flesh, Christ revealed in us, and Christ expressed in love on the basis of His very specific instructions/commandments. We should not in any way associate with or extend fellowship to teachers who do not abide in the doctrine of Christ. We should close the door firmly in their faces. We ourselves should abide in the full revelation of Christ. 4. Am I standing completely on God's side against false teaching and teachers? 5. Do not compromise the message of the gospel in any way! Stand firmly against false teachers and teaching and even warn other believers against them. 6. Dear Father, please help us to see and know exactly what it means to 'abide in the teaching of Christ'. Strengthen us to be able to discern the false and to stand firmly against it in unwavering opposition. Amen. /

The word transgress means “to go beyond.” When you go beyond God’s Word, you are going too far. It is not progress but regress. Beware anybody who has something to add to your Bible. “Truth is always strong, no matter how weak it looks, and falsehood is always weak, no matter how strong it looks.” Phillips Brooks (Wiersbe) /

2Jn 1:10  If anyone comes to you and does not bring this teaching, do not receive him into your house or give him any greeting,

2Jn 1:11  for whoever greets him takes part in his wicked works.

Vgl. Openbaring 18 /
2Jn 1:12  Though I have much to write to you, I would rather not use paper and ink. Instead I hope to come to you and talk face to face, so that our joy may be complete.

7/31/2014 8:24 AM: Albert: 2 John v12-13: 1. John ends his second epistle with a very personal glimpse into his heart. He had much to communicate with the saints. His heart was filled with the Word of Christ. He was concerned about them with a deep pastoral care and the fullness of the gospel was sufficient for all their needs. Thus he longed to speak the truth to them in love, but yet he knew that the gospel was in essence a face-to-face affair. The gospel unveils the glory of God in the face of Christ and then brings us face to face with one another. Fullness of joy is found in the beholding of Christ together as we see Him in each other and speak of Him with each other from hearts filled with the love of God. John ends by extending a greeting to the elect lady and her children from all the children of the elect sister church. What gloriously intimate language. Churches are connected to one another the way that two very close sisters are connected (Elmarie and Nathalie). They long to communicate and will do so in many ways, but above all they want to speak face-to-face. 2. Face-to-face in the face of Christ brings fullness of joy. / Gospel Communication 3. A TD should have a deep desire in his heart to speak to saints face-to-face. We should long for intimate gospel communication. This should actually be our chief joy on earth. No Christian teacher or preacher should ever be satisfied with mere written communication. We should also think of other local churches in the context of the closest family ties imaginable. Love and joy are only complete when they are shared and mutually enjoyed. 4. Is my heart still filled with love for the saints? Do I long for face-to-face communication with other saints, Do I see churches in terms of a family connection? 5. Meditate on Ephesians 3 and pray that prayer until you are filled unto all the fullness of the love of God. 6. Dear Father, thank You for your great love and that You also desire to communicate with us face-to-face. We long to see You, but in the meantime please fill us with love for Your people. Amen. /

2Jn 1:13  The children of your elect sister greet you.

3 JOHN AT COMMENTARY

3 JOHN BACKGROUND

Time:  AD 90-95 (26th)

Stats:  1 chapter/14 verses/299 words/2 questions/no prophecy
Key People:

John—wrote to commend Gaius for his generous hospitality (verses 1–14)

Gaius—sole recipient of John’s letter; member of one of the churches under John’s spiritual oversight (verse 1)

Diotrephes—self-centered and domineering member of the church (verses 9–10)

Demetrius—faithful servant and excellent role model in the church (verse 12)

Key Term:  “Truth” (Verse 8).  The word truth (Greek, aletheia) is used five times.  Christians are called on to be committed to ‘the truth’ – and to show hospitality to Christian leaders involved in ministering the truth.  
Key Words:

Church: Greek ekklesia––verses 6, 9–10––literally, “an assembly.” In secular Greek literature, this term described any gathering of people to an important event or assembly. The writers of the New Testament used this term to mean a local assembly of believers, or the worldwide body of believers. John uses ekklesia in two ways: “the church” in verse 6 refers to the general group of believers, whereas “the church” in verses 9 and 10 has to be a specific local church. In biblical times, Christians of each city were organized under one group of elders (see Acts 14:23; 15:2, 4; 20:17–18; Titus 1:5). Several “assemblies” of believers, held in various homes, comprised the local church in each city.
Key Text:
3 John 1:8  Ons behoort dan sulke mense goed te ontvang, sodat ons mede-arbeiders van die waarheid kan word.
Provocation & Context:
Third John is perhaps the most personal of John’s three epistles. While 1 John appears to be a general letter addressed to congregations scattered throughout Asia Minor, and 2 John was sent to a lady and her family 
(2 John 1), in 3 John the apostle clearly names the sole recipient as “the beloved Gaius” (verse 1). The name Gaius was common in the first century, and men bearing it appear in a number of New Testament passages (Acts 19:29; 20:4; Romans 16:23; 1 Corinthians 1:14). Beyond this letter, however, no other specific identity for Gaius has been found.

The composition of this letter was motivated by those who returned from Gaius with a report of the hospitality and support they had received from that brother. Meanwhile, others, like Diotrephes (verse 9), had refused to extend a welcome to visiting teachers from John. The apostle followed up those reports with this note of gratitude and encouragement for Gaius.

One Sentence Summary:  Christians are to recognize and to work for the truth of the gospel, and one way they do this is to show hospitality to Christian ministers that are hard at work.  Since the definition of truth is assumed in this book, its themes are mainly practical.  On one hand, ministers of truth are to be recognised and helped whenever possible.  On the other hand, those who hinder the truth, especially in a local church, are to be noted and rejected.  

After more than 50 years of ministry, John was still in the business of giving pastoral care (v. 5) and good advice (v.12).  Even more importantly was his deliberate awareness that any letter he wrote should be considered authoritative  (vv.9-10).  This concept became significant in the second through the fourth centuries when the NT canon was being discussed and developed.

Like 2 John, 3 John is marked by brevity. It fit on a single sheet of papyrus. In it, the apostle announces his intention to visit soon. John’s note to a leader named Gaius challenges and encourages him by using the behavior of two other leaders as negative and positive examples of effective spiritual leadership. John hoped to add much more teaching when he arrived.

Basic Outline:
1.

The body of the letter has two sections.  First is John’s positive exhortation to welcome those with the truth (through v. 8).  Second is John’s warning to those who hinder truth (from v. 9 to the end).

2.

Gaius: Love Practiced (Verses 1-8)
Diotrephes: Love Violated (Verses 9-10)

Demetrius: Love Expressed (Verses 11-14)

3. 
1. Introduction and Thanksgiving

2. The Charge to Gaius

3. Diotrephes the Troublemaker

4. Worthy Demetrius

5. Conclusion

Sketch:  Encouragement to the Fellow Workers in the Truth.
Key Doctrines:

Hospitality—should be shown to faithful ministers of the Word (verses 9–10; Genesis 14:18; 18:3–8; Exodus 2:20; 1 Samuel 9:22; 2 Kings 6:22–23; Job 31:32; Isaiah 58:7; Luke 14:13–14; Romans 12:13, 20; 
1 Timothy 3:2; 5:10; Titus 1:8; Hebrews 13:2; 1 Peter 4:9)

Quick Overview:
     I.      The Commendation regarding Christian Hospitality (1–8)

     II.      The Condemnation regarding Violating Christian Hospitality (9–11)

III. The Conclusion regarding Christian Hospitality (12–14)

Quick Study:

     1.      What are the high points and low points of John’s third letter?

     2.      In what ways is Christian hospitality important?

     3.      What character traits are creating problems in the church John is writing?

     4.      For what actions and traits are Gaius and Demetrius complimented?

     5.      What has been your most memorable experience of giving or receiving Christian hospitality?

Why was John so upset about this person called Diotrephes in his third letter?
John mentioned Diotrephes to Gaius as an example of the kind of negative effect caused by a leader who contradicts Jesus’ teaching on servant-leadership in the church (Matthew 20:20–28; Philippians 2:5–11; 
1 Timothy 3:3; 1 Peter 5:3) and who violates the standards of hospitality required of Christians. John noted at least six errors in Diotrephes’s behavior that form helpful warnings to others:

•     He loved to have preeminence (the desire to be first, verse 9).

•     He rejected John’s authority and therefore the authority of God’s Word by refusing to receive John’s letter (verse 9).

•     John charged Diotrephes with “prating against us” (a term that conveys the idea of someone talking nonsense, verse 10).

•     Diotrephes acted “with malicious words” (his false accusations against John were also evil, verse 10).

•     He “ does not receive the brethren” (his hostility extended to other Christians, verse 10).

•     He was even “ putting them out of the church” (he was ex-communicating those who resisted his authority, verse 10).

God’s Character:

God is good—verse 11

Christ Revealed:

The apostle presents Jesus as the Truth in whom we should walk.  Devotion to Him motivates genuine teachers in their itinerant service (v.7).  The lives of Gaius and Demetrius exactly harmonized with the teaching of Christ, and gave strong witness to the power of His love.  On the other hand, the attitude of Diotrephes shows a marked contrast to the true life in which Christ is to be first in everything.

Unlike 1 and 2 John, 3 John does not directly mention the name of Jesus Christ. However, in verse 7, John describes the missionaries as going “forth for His name’s sake” (see Romans 1:5). The truth of Christ’s sacrifice on the cross remains the basis of spreading the Good News to all people.

The Holy Spirit at Work:

The epistle does not directly refer to the Holy Spirit, but His ministry is apparent throughout its message, particularly in enabling believers to “walk in the truth” and empowering itinerant missionaries in their ministries.  The fruit of the Spirit is evident in the lives of Gaius and Demetrius.
Content:

· Waarskuwing aan Gaius om te pasop vir ‘n dominerende leier.

· Christelike gasvryheid.

· Community and Church.  Discipleship. 

· Welcoming those with the Truth / Rejecting those without the Truth.

· Serving the servants of the Lord.  Third John records John’s tribute to the practice of hospitality.
· Christians are to recognise and to work for the truth of the gospel, and one way they do this is to show hospitality to Christian ministers that are hard at work.

· In 3 JOHN we are HOSPITABLE in Christ  

· 3 John - A Rebuke to Certain Helpers. John thanks Gaius for his kindness to God’s people and rebukes Diotrephes. 

NO OT QUOTATIONS

THE COMMENTARY
SIGNIFICANT WORDS AND TERMS IN THIS BOOK

· Righteousness

· Grace
CHAPTER ONE

3 JOHN 1V1-14

Albert: 1. Christianity entails love in the  truth of God, not just a vague or sentimental benevolence. We should pray for one another for holistic health in Christ (cf. 1 Thes. 5v23). True leaders rejoice when disciples are walking in truth for themselves and standing on their own individual faith in Christ. True leaders find their greatest joy in ministry in the knowledge that disciples are grasping the truth in Christ for themselves and walking steadfastly in it   (1-4).  2. TD are hospitable and kind to the brotherhood and open their homes for them. Our love and care for travellers will cause Christ to be glorified through us in a gospel testimony to the churches. We should send travelling Christian workers on their way with the blessing of the gospel and the saints. True Christian workers, who do not take finances or material gifts from the Gentiles, but who are zealous for the name of Christ should be supported by local churches. This support makes us fellow labourers for the truth, because the truth of the gospel is advanced by our benevolence and care for those who spread the gospel (5-8). 3. We should be aware that there may be usurping 'leaders' in local churches who do not submit to the apostolic authority of the NT. These persons will have all kinds of arguments against NT authority in order to advance their own brand of authority. These usurpers do not welcome those who stand under the authority of the NT and even persecute and disenfranchise disciples who want to have fellowship with true Christian workers. We need to imitate those who stand under NT authority, and shun those who do not. Note that John tells us to actually excommunicate those who do not abide in the doctrine of Christ in 2 Jn. v10, but here he says those who excommunicate true workers should not be imitated for they do not know God. Hence we need to be discerning and stick closely with the NT and the authority of Christ. There are those like Demetrius who will receive a good testimony from TD and from 'the truth itself'. Note that the NT must also testify to the faith and character of a person, not just people. There must be an objective as well as a subjective testimony, and even the subjective testimony must only be acknowledged when it is received from those who are themselves subject to the authority of the NT (9-12).  4.  TD and workers will crave face to face communication with other disciples. We should greet one another with Gospel peace. What a privilege to be able to do this. The Gospel fosters an individual and personal friendship that is intimate and precious. True Christian workers will consider disciples to be friends and will advance Christian friendship in the Gospel (13-15). /
3Jn 1:1  The elder to the beloved Gaius, whom I love in truth.

8/1/2014 7:59 AM: Albert: 3 John v1-4: 1. (See Phillips v3). In this third epistle of his John once again emphasises the supreme place of love and truth in the Christian life. He greets Gaius with a tangible affection that is based wholly on the truth of the Gospel. It is the revelation of grace in Christ that makes sense of all things and opens the doors of our hearts widely so that the love of the Father can flow freely to others. Cf. v2 with 1 Thes. 5v23. Because saints are filled with the love of the Father their desire for other saints is always that they would be healthy and well in all aspects of their lives. Gaius was walking in the full blessing of the gospel. Truth was not just something objective for him, but his life testified of a living relationship with the Truth (Christ). If we embrace truth with our whole heart, we will also as a matter of course walk in it. John once again states that his greatest joy was to see those whom he discipled walking in the full power of the gospel. Paul said the same thing in so many ways in his letters. 2. The grace-filled hearts and fullness of joy of all true disciplers. / Rejoice in others! 3.  A TD should make sure that the grace of God has impacted his heart to such an extent that there would be a profound benevolence towards other saints. We should ever pray for saints and bless them with words of grace and mercy. We should long for them to walk in the fullness of truth and love revealed in the gospel. We should find fullness of joy only when they stand fast in the Lord and walk in truth and love. 4. Is my heart filled with grace for others? Is my joy in some measure at least dependent on the gospel walk of other saints? 5. Turn your heart towards the spiritual health of other saints and carry them in your heart by the power of the gospel. Thus move away from a narrow heart focus that is only concerned with your own spirituality. 6. Dear Father, please enlarge my heart by the power of the eternal gospel of grace. Help me to see others as You see them. Amen. /

3Jn 1:2  Beloved, I pray that all may go well with you and that you may be in good health, as it goes well with your soul.

3Jn 1:3  For I rejoiced greatly when the brothers came and testified to your truth, as indeed you are walking in the truth.

3Jn 1:4  I have no greater joy than to hear that my children are walking in the truth.

1 Thes. 3v8 /

3Jn 1:5  Beloved, it is a faithful thing you do in all your efforts for these brothers, strangers as they are,

8/4/2014 7:29 AM: Albert: 3 John v5-8 (see the Message trnsltn): 1. In this passage John unveils to us that 'walking in the truth' (v3-4).is a practical thing; it is not just words. Walking in the truth is intimately linked with a practical love. In this case with hospitality towards travelling Christian workers who were 'strangers' to the church, but who were received with warmth and compassion. When the church receives such brothers with Christian hospitality they become fellow workers in the spread of the gospel and they also strengthen other churches and become an example to them of 'walking in the truth', i.e. in practical love. We also see important principles here concerning ministry, namely Christ-centered labour and refusal to receive practical help from unbelievers. 2. Christian hospitality exalts the name of Christ and sets an example for others. / Christian Hospitality Conquers! 3. A TD should know that Christian hospitality is crucial for the spread of the gospel and as an example to other churches. It is a precious tool that does far more than the seeming practical help that is given to other believers. It shows the effectiveness of the gospel to enlarge the human heart in order to welcome others in. It makes a house a home for others. We should as workers labour for Christ's name, not our own. We should not place God in unbelievers' debt by taking material things from them. Yet we should be ready to receive from believers. 4. Make sure that you are always labouring for the name and glory of your beloved Bridegroom and not for your own name. 5. Place hospitality very high up on your list of priorities, make room for others in your heart and in your home. This is very precious to God. 6. Dear Father, than You for receiving me into Your heavenly home and into your very own heart, even though I did not deserve it. Transform me ever more into a man who will represent Your heart accurately in this regard. Amen /

3Jn 1:6  who testified to your love before the church. You will do well to send them on their journey in a manner worthy of God.

3Jn 1:7  For they have gone out for the sake of the name, accepting nothing from the Gentiles.

They were animated by the gospel and God's glory. / 

3Jn 1:8  Therefore we ought to support people like these, that we may be fellow workers for the truth.

3Jn 1:9  I have written something to the church, but Diotrephes, who likes to put himself first, does not acknowledge our authority.

8/5/2014 5:24 PM: Albert: 3 John v9-15: 1. John ends his epistles by giving us two living examples showing firstly a man who is religious, but not walking in the truth (Diotrephes) and secondly a man who is walking in the truth (Demetrius) and who received a threefold testimony, namely from the church, the truth itself, and also from the apostles. Demetrius was probably a leader in the church who served and loved and by his example received testimony that he could be trusted and followed. Diotrephes was another kind of leader altogether. He showed by his conduct that he was carnal and refused to bear the yoke of Jesus and serve lovingly. He was clearly an ambitious leader who did not open his heart to the benevolent influences of the gospel. The apostles had pastoral hearts and longed to connect believers with Jesus and with one another in love. They desired intimacy (v13-15). Evil leaders like Diotrephes have the following characteristics: a.) they are ambitious and want to be first in everything b.) they do not submit to the apostolic authority of the NT c.) they rail against those who truly submit to Jesus and his Word d.) they refuse to welcome true Christian workers e.) they maliciously keep other believers from loving true Christian workers and put them out of the church (excommunicate them) when they open their homes to true disciples and workers. 2. Two living examples showing a contrast between  the truth in Christ and the lie of religion. / Imitate Good Leaders! 3. A TD should be acutely aware of the difference between true and false leaders. We should be able to identify those who follow the truth as defined in these epistles, and those who do not, but rather religiously exalt themselves. We should imitate the good examples and shun the bad. We should take authority against evil leaders and expose their wicked ambitious ways. 4. Be a good example of a follower of the truth in Jesus and follow the good examples. I must enlarge my heart and make very sure that I am a good example to others. 5. I must be ready and alert to expose evil workers. 6. Dear Father, thank You so much for Your very practical instruction to us. Please give us discernment and enable us in Christ to spot and then follow good examples. Amen. / AT Link: Col. 1v18 / DIE DIOTREFES EPIDEMIE Ware en geldige leierskap in gemeentes erken die Hoofskap van Christus en Sy gesag deur middel van die Bybel in die praktyk, nie net as 'n teorie nie. Enigiemand wat kriewelrig raak wanneer die fokus op Christus se absolute gesag in die gemeente geplaas word, wat gedurig hamer op gesag en onderwerping, wat tot vervelens toe praat van “covering” en wat begin om mense geestelik te intimideer en manipuleer wanneer hulle opstaan in hulle eie bedieninge en gawes is vanselfsprekend deurtrek met die gesindheid van ‘n Diótrefes: “Ek het aan die gemeente geskrywe, maar Diótrefes, wat onder hulle die eerste wil wees, steur hom nie aan ons nie.” 3 Johannes vers 9 Diótrefes was ‘n leier in die gemeente wat die apostel Johannes aan skryf. Hy was waarskynlik ‘n dinamiese man met ‘n sterk persoonlikheid wat sy eie gesag opgestel het , onafhanklik van die apostels in die antieke kerk. Ons weet nie veel van hom nie, maar genoeg om sy gesindheid en benadering tot geestelike leierskap te identifiseer en te weerlê sou dit in ons gemeentes sy verskyning maak. Twee dinge is duidelik uit ons teks: Hy wou die kitaar slaan in die gemeente en hy het die instruksie en gesag van die apostels ignoreer. Hoe moet ons dit interpreteer vir vandag? Eerstens moet ons sekerlik erken dat ons hele "clergy -laity" sisteem vandag homself wawyd oopstel vir die gees van Diotrefes. Diotrefes sou homself heerlik kon uitleef in ons hedendaagse gemeentes en ons sou waarskynlik nie eers gedink het daar is iets fout nie. Of dalk ís ons gemeentes werklik vol Diotrefese en ons identifiseer net nie die probleem nie? Tweedens is die gesag van die apostels van die Nuwe Testament vandag net op een plek te vinde en dit is in die geskrewe Nuwe Testament. Enigiemand wat dus die reg van ander gelowiges in ‘n gemeente om ook vir hulleself die Skrif te ondersoek, ondermyn of wat die gesag van die Bybel ignoreer en homself as gesag aanstel oor die Bybel is ‘n moderne Diotrefes. "Maar julle, laat jul nie Rabbi noem nie, want een is julle leermeester: Christus, en julle is almal broeders. En julle moet niemand op die aarde julle vader noem nie, want een is julle Vader, Hy wat in die hemele is. Julle moet julle ook nie leermeesters laat noem nie, want een is julle leermeester: Christus." Mattheüs 23:8-10 Ongelukkig, as ons moet eerlik wees, is die meeste van ons leierskapstrukture vandag "Diotrefes strukture" wat die geestelike groei van die individuele dissipel van Jesus subtiel ondermyn. Dit nooi as’t ware hierdie dominerende gees uit om homself tuis te maak in ons gemeentes. Verder is die hele Nuwe Apostoliese Reformasie (die sogenaamde NAR) ‘n baie aggressiewe beweging wat ‘n heel nuwe dimensie gee aan die Diotrefes probleem in gemeentes. Dit promoveer skaamteloos die Diotrefes model van leierskap op 'n streeksvlak (trans-lokaal) en die meeste gelowiges en selfs leiers in plaaslike gemeentes is salig onbewus van wat aan die gang is. Die NAR is obsessief oor leierskap en dit verkondig en versprei "apostoliese gesag" deur die tekste oor apostels in die Nuwe Testament net so toe te pas op hedendaagse "apostels". Die apostel se woord is dan wet en as't ware gelykstaande aan die Bybel in die praktyk van hierdie gemeentes. Dit is niks anders as 'n volskaalse Diotrefes epidemie nie en dit het die potensiaal om die persoonlike verhouding van dissipels met Jesus radikaal te ondermyn. Dit is in 'n sin 'n nuwe vorm van Rooms Katolieke leierskap en ons moet dit dringend afwys en verwerp op Bybelse gronde. [AT] / 
3Jn 1:10  So if I come, I will bring up what he is doing, talking wicked nonsense against us. And not content with that, he refuses to welcome the brothers, and also stops those who want to and puts them out of the church.

3Jn 1:11  Beloved, do not imitate evil but imitate good. Whoever does good is from God; whoever does evil has not seen God.

3Jn 1:12  Demetrius has received a good testimony from everyone, and from the truth itself. We also add our testimony, and you know that our testimony is true.

Hy word aanbeveel as 'n betroubare leier teenoor Diotrefes /
3Jn 1:13  I had much to write to you, but I would rather not write with pen and ink.

3Jn 1:14  I hope to see you soon, and we will talk face to face. 

(1:15) Peace be to you. The friends greet you. Greet the friends, every one of them.

JUDE AT COMMENTARY
JUDE BACKGROUND

Time:  AD 68-70 (22nd)

Stats:  1 chapter/25 verses/613 words/no question/22 verses of history/1 verse of fulfilled and 2 verses of unfulfilled prophecy
Key People:
Jude—Christ’s half brother who earlier rejected Jesus as Messiah and then converted after the resurrection (1:1–25)

James—brother of Jude; well-known leader of the Jerusalem church and author of the book of James (1:1)
Key Term:  “Contend” (Verse 3). This letter is a reminder that Christians are soldiers in a spiritual warfare.  They must ‘contend’ or continue the fight to maintain the truth of the gospel.
Key Text:
Jude 1:3  Geliefdes, terwyl ek alle ywer aanwend om aan julle oor ons gemeenskaplike saligheid te skrywe, het ek die noodsaaklikheid gevoel om julle deur my skrywe te vermaan om kragtig te stry vir die geloof wat eenmaal aan die heiliges oorgelewer is.
Provocation & Context:

Jude lived at a time when Christianity was under severe political pressure from Rome and aggressive spiritual infiltration from Gnostic-like apostates who sowed abundant seed for a gigantic harvest of doctrinal error. The exact audience of believers with whom Jude corresponded is unknown but seems to be Jewish in light of Jude’s illustrations. He undoubtedly wrote to a region recently plagued by false teachers.

Except for John, who lived until the close of the first century, all the other apostles had likely been martyred by the time Jude wrote. Christianity was thought to be extremely vulnerable. Thus, Jude called the church to fight, in the midst of intense spiritual warfare, for the truth.

One Sentence Summary:  Christians must defend the faith against false teachings and false teachers, and at the same time they must build up their own faith in Christ.
This book focuses on the worldview categories of revelation and authority and ethics and morality.  It especially emphasizes that God’s revealed truth should not be meddled with or changed.  The literary relationship between 2 Peter and Jude is parallel to the literary relationship between Mt, Mark, and Luke.  
Jude was the second half brother of Jesus to write a New Testament letter (Matthew 13:55; Mark 6:3). Although Jude had earlier rejected Jesus as Messiah (John 7:1–9), he, along with other half brothers of our Lord, was converted after Christ’s resurrection (Acts 1:14). Like his brother James, Jude became a significant leader in the church in Jerusalem following Jesus’ death, resurrection, and ascension into heaven. He was also active on missionary journeys with other brothers (1 Corinthians 9:5).

Basic Outline:
1.

The body of this epistle has two sections.  First is Jude’s warning about false teachers (through v. 16).  Second is Jude’s encouragement to pursue the truth (from v. 17 to the end).  

2.

The Danger: Exposing False Teachers (Verses 1-16)

The Duty: Responding to False Teachers (Verses 17-25)
3.

1. Salutation

2. Condemnation of the False Teachers

3. Exhortation to the Faithful

4. Final Blessing

Sketch:  Contending for the Faith.
Key Doctrines:

Apostasy—defection from the true, biblical faith (verses 3–4, 8, 10, 16–19; 2 Thessalonians 2:10; Hebrews 10:29; 2 Peter 2:1–22; 1 John 2:18–23)

Quick Overview:

     I.      Desires of Jude (1–2)

     II.      Declaration of War against Apostates (3–4)

     III.      Damnable Outcome of Apostates (5–7)

     IV.      Denunciation of Apostates (8–16)

     V.      Defenses against Apostates (17–23)

     VI.      Doxology of Jude (24–25)

Quick Study:

     1.      How does Jude describe himself in relation to his brother James and his half brother, Jesus? Why is that significant?

     2.      What figures and events from biblical history did Jude use to base his warnings?

     3.      In what way does he describe the false teachers?

     4.      What does the word apostasy mean and how does Jude characterize an apostate?

     5.      What specific aspects of our relationship with God through Christ are lifted up in the doxology of verses 24–25?

God’s Character:
God is glorious—verses 24–25

God is gracious—verse 4

God is judging—verses 5–6, 14–15

God is Lord—verse 4

God is loving—verses 1–3, 21

God is wise—verse 25
Christ Revealed:

Jude opens his attack on apostasy by first addressing believers: “To those who are called, sanctified by God the Father, and preserved in Jesus Christ” (verse 1). Unlike the condemned apostate, Christ keeps believers secure for eternal life. Jude concludes his epistle by bolstering the courage of believers in Christ’s power. Jude proclaims Jesus as “Him who is able to keep you from stumbling, and to present you faultless” (verse 24).
The present activity of the living Christ is assumed.  Jude is His servant and He preserves His own (v.1), though false teachers deny Him (v. 4).  Believers await the future blessing of “the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life” (v. 21).
The Holy Spirit at Work:

The Holy Spirit causes biblical teaching to come alive, so that the Christian community is built up in its “most holy faith,” that is, in the apostolic teaching (see v. 20 and note on vv. 3,4).  This is accomplished through “praying in the Holy Spirit” (v.20).  Accordingly, the Spirit is important as the One through whom God preserves His own from worldly error (see vv. 1:24).  In contrast, the false teachers are devoid of the Spirit (v. 19), despite whatever claims they may make.
Content:

· Waarskuwing teen vals apostels en leraars

· Contending for the Faith.
· Revelation and Authority / Ethics and Morality
· Profile of an apostate.  Jude presents a great warning shout from the Lord’s brother to stand firm!
· Contending for the Faith / Identifying and Rejecting what is Ungodly

· Christians must defend the faith against false teachings and false teachers, and at the same time they must build up their own faith in Christ.

· Jude - Earnestly Contend for the Faith Against Apostasy. Exposing false teachers and uses O.T. allusions to demonstrate the judgment upon them. Contend for the faith. 

· In JUDE we are ABLE TO CONTEND FOR THE FAITH in Christ

SPECIFIC HERESIES IN THE NEW TESTAMENT
· Pharisaism, Sadducaism and the Herodian spirit (The Gospels)

· The Issue of Judaism and Legalism in Acts

· Licentiousness and Legalism (Romans)

· Legalism (Galatians) / Pharisees in the Gospels
· Licentiousness, Antinomianism and No Resurrection (Corinthians) / Sadducees in the gospels.
· Philippians (Judaism)
· Syncretism/Mysticism/Asceticism/Agnosticism (Colossians)
· False views of the end times (1 and 2 Thessalonians)

· General teaching against heresy and heretics (2 Peter and Jude)
· Gnosticism, Worldliness, False View of the Person (Deity and Incarnation) of Christ (1 John) 

· Attacks against the distinctives in 1 Cor 1:30: Wisdom, Righteousness, Sanctification, Redemption (glorification)

NO OT QUOTATIONS

THE COMMENTARY
SIGNIFICANT WORDS AND TERMS IN THIS BOOK

· Righteousness

· Grace
JUDE 1V1-12

Jud 1:1  Jude, a servant of Jesus Christ and brother of James, To those who are called, beloved in God the Father and kept for Jesus Christ:

Albert: Jude v1-4 (cf. Titus 2:11-14 and 1 Tim. 6:3-6): 1. Jude writes this letter with a very specific purpose in mind, namely to call the saints to wake up and take up arms against error and false teachers and leaders in their midst. Even though he has very serious matters to address he begins his letter with a wonderful gospel greeting to the saints. We are called, loved and kept in and by the care of the Father and the Son. Our future is secure and in Christ there is for us a multiplication of mercy, peace and love to be had. Jude had a revelation of Christ and as with all true saints he had a desire to share and enjoy that revelation with his fellow disciples. But there was an urgent and growing danger that was eating away at the heart of the faith and he was compelled to unveil this danger. Not only the leaders in the local church, but all the saints had to take up arms and contend for the faith against the errorists. These people are identified very specifically by Jude: a) they creep in amongst the believers stealthily, b) there have been warnings against them previously by God and He was not caught unawares, c) they were not obviously, but definitely ungodly in character, d) their teaching was very specifically aimed at the grace of God, e) they perverted the grace of the gospel and taught that it was a license to sin, f) thus they denied the Person and sound words of Jesus our Master (cf. 1 Tim. 6:3), and g) their denial of Christ was probably also in taking up positions of authority in the Christian church thus usurping the Headship of Christ. 2. To arms Christian soldiers! Defend the Faith (true revelation of grace) against false teachers and teachings. / Defend the Faith!  3. A TD should remain within the realm of gospel speaking and sharing, even when he needs to address error in Christian churches (v1-2). We should long to share and enjoy the faith with other saints. At the same time we should DISCERN the times and note the specific errors in our midst. We should take up arms and be ready to fight against all perversions of the gospel of grace (2 Tim. 3v12-4v5). We should teach grace soundly as defined in Titus 2v11-14), yet in terms of Spirit (NC) holiness, not law holiness. We must not be children in understanding or naïve about the wiles of satan through ruthless and ambitious men masquerading as religious instructors.  4. Am I alert and ready to defend the faith? 5. Pay attention to these scriptures and constantly dependent on the HS to reveal the SPECIFIC errors that need to be unveiled and debunked. Also trust the Lord to give you discernment to spot impostors. 6. Dear Father, thank You that we are kept in Christ and safe in the knowledge of the Son. We are complete in Him and He will guide us through the dangerous landscape of religion. Please show us every area in which we are asleep and in need of a wake up call. Give us the courage to take up arms against error and errorists. Amen.

A PARAPHRASE:  This letter comes from Judas – Jude for short – one of the slaves bought by King Jesus, and a brother of the James you know well. It is addressed to those who have been called out of the world, who are now loved ones in the family of God, their Father, and who are being kept for presentation to King Jesus. May you have more and more of the mercy, peace and love you have already experienced. Loved ones, I was fully intending to correspond with you about the wonderful salvation we share, but found that I had to write quite a different kind of letter. I must urge you to keep up the painful struggle for the preservation of the true faith that was passed on to the early saints once and for all. I’ve heard that certain persons, who shall be nameless, have sneaked in among you – godless men whose sentence of doom was pronounced long ago. They twist the free grace of God into an excuse for blatant immorality, and they deny that King Jesus is our only Master and Lord. Now I want to remind you of some of those absolute truths which you already know perfectly well, particularly that God is not someone to be trifled with. You will recall that the Lord brought a whole nation safely out of Egypt, but the next time he intervened, they were all exterminated for not trusting him. Nor were his angels any more exempt than his people. When some of them deserted their rank and abandoned their proper station, he took them into custody and is keeping them permanently chained in the lowest and darkest dungeon until their trial on the great Day of Judgement. And in the same way, the inhabitants of Sodom and Gomorrah, together with those from two neighbouring towns, glutted themselves with gross debauchery, craving for unnatural intercourse, just as the angels had done. And the fate they suffered in the fire that burned for ages is a solemn warning to us all. In spite of such examples in history, these people who have wormed their way into your fellowship pollute their own bodies in exactly the same manner. They belittle divine authority and smear angels in glory. Yet even the chief of all angels – Michael, whose very name means ‘godlike’ – did not dare to accuse Satan directly of blasphemy when they were arguing about who owned the body of Moses, and he was content to leave accusations to God himself and said simply, ‘The Lord rebuke you.’ But these men among you don’t hesitate to malign whatever they don’t understand, and the only things they do understand will prove their undoing in the end, for their knowledge of life comes only from their animal instincts, like brute beasts without any capacity for reason. Woe betide them! They’ve gone down the same road as Cain. They have rushed headlong into the same mistake as Balaam, and for the same motivation – money. They will come to the same end as Korah did in his rebellion. These people have the cheek to eat with you at your fellowship meals of love, though they are only looking for pasture for themselves. Like submerged rocks, they could wreck everything. They’re like clouds driven past so hard by the wind that they give no rain. They are like uprooted trees in autumn, with neither leaves nor fruit, doubly dead. They are like wild waves of the sea, stirring up the filthy foam of their own odious disgrace. They are like shooting stars falling out of orbit, destined to disappear down a black hole forever. Enoch, who lived only seven generations after the first man, Adam, saw all this coming. He was referring to these very people when he made his prophetic announcement, ‘Look out! The Lord has arrived with ten thousand of his angels to put all human beings on trial and convict all godless people of all the godless deeds they have committed in their godless lives, and of the hard things they have spoken against him.’ These people are discontented grumblers, always complaining and finding fault. Their mouths are full of big talk about themselves, but they’re not above flattering others when it is to their advantage. Now, loved ones, you should have remembered what the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ said would happen. They predicted that in the final age there are bound to be those who pour scorn on godliness, whose lives will only be governed by their own godless cravings. People like this can only create divisions among you, since they only have their natural instincts to go by and they lack the guidance of the Spirit. As for you, loved ones, be sure to go on building yourselves up on the solid foundation of your most holy faith, praying in the way the Spirit gives you. Stay in love with God, waiting patiently for the time when our Lord Jesus Christ in his sheer mercy will bring you into immortal living. As regards the others, here is my advice. To those who are still wavering, be especially kind and gentle. Those who have already been led into error must be snatched from the fire before they are badly burned. And those who have been thoroughly contaminated should be treated better than they deserve, though you must never lose a healthy fear of being infected yourself, even by their stained underwear. Let’s just praise the one Person who is able to keep you from stumbling and to make you stand upright in his glorious presence without any imperfection, but with great jubilation – the only God there is, and he’s our Saviour too, through Jesus Christ our Lord. For to him alone belongs all glory, all majesty, all power and all authority, before history began, now in this present time, and for all ages to come. So it will be. [That’s what the word ‘Amen’ means.] [Pawson] /

Jud 1:2  May mercy, peace, and love be multiplied to you.

Jud 1:3  Beloved, although I was very eager to write to you about our common salvation, I found it necessary to write appealing to you to contend for the faith that was once for all delivered to the saints.

Jud 1:4  For certain people have crept in unnoticed who long ago were designated for this condemnation, ungodly people, who pervert the grace of our God into sensuality and deny our only Master and Lord, Jesus Christ.

Jud 1:5  Now I want to remind you, although you once fully knew it, that Jesus, who saved a people out of the land of Egypt, afterward destroyed those who did not believe.

1 Kor. 10 en Heb. 4 /
Jud 1:6  And the angels who did not stay within their own position of authority, but left their proper dwelling, he has kept in eternal chains under gloomy darkness until the judgment of the great day--

Jud 1:7  just as Sodom and Gomorrah and the surrounding cities, which likewise indulged in sexual immorality and pursued unnatural desire, serve as an example by undergoing a punishment of eternal fire.

Jud 1:8  Yet in like manner these people also, relying on their dreams, defile the flesh, reject authority, and blaspheme the glorious ones.

8/27/2014 7:50 AM: Albert: Jude v8-11 (see Phillips v10): 1. Jude demonstrates in this pericope that there are false teachers among the saints he is writing to who have not learned from history (vss 5-7). They ignore the character of God and His judgment of evil in the past. Thus they fall in the same pattern of disobedience as the rebellious Israelites in the desert, the wayward angels of old, and the sinners in Sodom and Gomorrah. Primarily they go beyond their proper domain and move out under apostolic authority that serves only to exalt the Headship of Christ. A terrifying profile of rebellion is unveiled in these verses. These rebels: a) are dreamers living in a self-fabricated fantasy world, b) they defile their own bodies, c) they reject apostolic authority, d) they foolishly blaspheme the unseen beings in the heavenlies, e) they ignorantly blaspheme anything that is 'beyond their immediate knowledge' (leaving no room for God's revelation in the Scriptures), f) they are destroyed by their animalistic instinctive 'knowledge' which is no knowledge at all, g) like Cain they rebel against God's way and God's authority and plan, h) like Balaam they use religion to line their own pockets, i) and like Korah they do not submit to God's given authority in His salvific economy through the BIBLE revelation. 2. A profile of false people in the church. / Marks of Errorists 3. A TD should firstly make sure he LEARNS from history. He should never ignore the TRUE character of God revealed in the Bible. He should be on the lookout for false people in the church. He should look at these marks of the errorists and avoid their mistakes. 4. Am I vigilant enough in my discernment of these errors? Do I have the eagle's eye to spot these things from a distance? 5. Always be on the alert for the wiles of the devil through selfishly ambitious and greedy men (or women) in the church. Ambition and greed do not necessarily come in a package, but they can be spotted by an unwillingness to submit to the Headship of Christ through His Word. They are also unwilling to submit to the 'wisdom from above' as revealed in James three. 6. Dear Lord, help us to never move out from under the canopy of Your gracious rule. Give us a much greater discernment of the true nature of evil. Amen. [AT] /

Jud 1:9  But when the archangel Michael, contending with the devil, was disputing about the body of Moses, he did not presume to pronounce a blasphemous judgment, but said, "The Lord rebuke you."

Jud 1:10  But these people blaspheme all that they do not understand, and they are destroyed by all that they, like unreasoning animals, understand instinctively.

Jud 1:11  Woe to them! For they walked in the way of Cain and abandoned themselves for the sake of gain to Balaam's error and perished in Korah's rebellion.

THE MISAPPLICATION AND ABUSE OF “KORAH'S REBELLION” In Jude verse 11 there is a reference to a man named Korah who rebelled against the God-instituted authority given to Moses and Aaron (Numbers 16) under the old covenant where a specific structure of leadership was at the order of the day.  There have been many instances in church history where ambitious leaders have abused and misapplied 'Korah's rebellion' and similar texts in order to maintain their own dominance over the Lord's people and keep discerning believers who question their dubious authoritarian structures under their thumb.   On a sliding scale of abuse they range from outright evil men who dominate, intimidate, and manipulate the flock to semi-ignorant souls who are only marginally aware that they are being ruled by their own lust for power.  Yet they all twist the Scriptures (2 Pet. 3:16) and are either deliberately cunning or blissfully unaware that Jude's real point in verse 11 was that we should not rebel against the apostolic authority of the God-ordained engineers of the New Testament who without exception taught the pre-eminence and headship of Christ, not their own.  Compare 1 John 4:6 and 2 Corinthians 11:2-3.  In the new covenant we stand directly under the headship of Christ through His Word and we should not pay absolute allegiance to any man other than Jesus Himself!  If you doubt this you need to sober up and consider again what Paul as a called apostle was really saying in 2 Corinthians 11 verses 2 and 3.  In the new covenant authority is never ever lodged in the person himself (the Roman Catholic error), but always representatively exercised with a view to exalting the pre-eminence of Christ and His authority.  The terrifying irony is that those who abuse and misapply the teaching about Korah's rebellion are themselves guilty of such a rebellion and sadly multitudes of ignorant believers unwittingly submit to this error and remain under a veil of religion that obscures the face of their true Master Jesus Christ. [AT] /
Jud 1:12  These are hidden reefs at your love feasts, as they feast with you without fear, shepherds feeding themselves; waterless clouds, swept along by winds; fruitless trees in late autumn, twice dead, uprooted;

8/28/2014 7:06 AM: Albert: Jude v12-13: 1. Jude continues with the catalogue of deviancy that characterised the false teachers. These two verses unveil to us in condensed form one of the darkest pictures of the fallen human soul in all of holy writ. Jude mentions ten utterly destructive characteristics of the defiant soul. The terrifying truth is that these were all present in no less than the sphere of Christianity. But it shows what grade of deviancy religion can attain to even in the realm of the Christian church. These wolves were like dangerous hidden reefs on which lives are shipwrecked. They partook of the riches of Christ (outwardly) foolishly fearless of the Lord in our midst. They pretended to be shepherds, but they fed only themselves. They were like clouds that promised rain, but delivered none (2 Pet. 2v19). They were wittingly or unwittingly swept along by the winds of satanic deception (Eph. 4:14). Like fruit trees they had a form (of godliness) that held the promise of fruit, but they were in fact utterly fruitless. They did not realise that winter was upon them. They were dead in Adam and dead in religion and their roots were not in Christ. They were wild and unbridled and their shameless characters surfaced regularly, yet were deceptively masked by religion. They were like stars who did not remain in the orbit of God's ordering, but chose their own dark paths. God had reserved for them the fruit of their dark and gloomy choosings and their destiny was to dwell in that dark place forever.  These wolves are still with us and we need to identify them. 2. A dark catalogue of the characters of dark and deceptive men. / Profile of Wolves. 3. A TD should realise that the NT speaks very eloquently and intelligently about the presence of evil through religious men in our midst. We should not be naïve about these things and we should never sugarcoat the matters that God Himself has deemed necessary for us to know. We should wake up, sit up, and take note. Satan works most effectively through religious leaders and we should be acutely aware of this. 4. Are you siffciently cognisant of the presence of wolves in the Christian church at large? 5. Note these characteristics very carefully and with these compare the lists of true elders and deacons in 1 Tim. three and Titus one. Know both the good and the bad lists off by heart, but above all be very practical and strict with your own heart in terms of what you disallow on the one hand and cultivate on the other. 6. Dear Father give us discernment about these matters, but also help us in Christ to avoid these terrible character sins. Amen. /

JUDE 1V13-25

Jud 1:13  wild waves of the sea, casting up the foam of their own shame; wandering stars, for whom the gloom of utter darkness has been reserved forever.

Jud 1:14  It was also about these that Enoch, the seventh from Adam, prophesied, saying, "Behold, the Lord comes with ten thousands of his holy ones,

8/30/2014 8:01 AM: Albert: Jude v14-16: 1. Phillips v16 'these are men who complain and curse their fate while trying all the time to mould life according to their own desires'. Jude shows that God was not taken by surprise by the attitudes and actions of these religious wolves. Enoch already spoke of the Lord's judgment against such men and predicted the terrible judgment of the Lord that would come in apocalyptic fury. In these verses Jude continuously uses the word 'ungodly' to emphasise that fact that even though these men pretend to be religious they have not yielded to God to thus be constituted with Him and his character. He then gives even more pointers that altogether make up a very complete profile of religious wolves. They secretly curse God whilst at the same time using His name hypocritically in order to procure filthy lucre from the saints. They have no satisfaction in God and live life entirely on the human plane attempting all the time to gain a standing among men that would be maximally profitable to themselves. Yet their pathological discontent with God cannot remain hidden forever and surfaces at times. 2. Apocalyptic judgment awaits these discontented religious wolves. / Apocalyptic Judgment 3. A TD should take note of the forms of ungodliness spoken of here and steer clear from the rocks of religious discontent. We should keep in mind that God has predicted apocalyptic judgment on this kind of behaviour for millenia. Grace fosters a grateful and satified heart. We should remain under the sweet influence of God's grace. 4. Are you living in the light of both grace revealed and apocalyptic judgment predicted? 5. Keep your life utterly free of discontent, complaining and spiritual frustration. Life by faith in God's awesome provision in Christ (Eph. 1:3). 6. Dear Father, You are our Source and contentment. Please make of our lives trophies of sweet praise and worship in order to glorify your Son and His labour of love on our behalf. Amen /

CR: Mt. 16v27/

Jud 1:15  to execute judgment on all and to convict all the ungodly of all their deeds of ungodliness that they have committed in such an ungodly way, and of all the harsh things that ungodly sinners have spoken against him."

Jud 1:16  These are grumblers, malcontents, following their own sinful desires; they are loud-mouthed boasters, showing favoritism to gain advantage.

Let op "murmureerders wat oor hulle lot klae"...net soos die volk in die woestyn (1 Kor. 10).  Daarteenoor moet ons soos Jakobus 1 sê dit louter vreugde ag wanneer ons beproef word.  Apply and obey! /
Jud 1:17  But you must remember, beloved, the predictions of the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ.

9/10/2014 5:50 AM: Albert: Jude v17-25: 1. Under the inspiration of the HS Jude echoes all the other apostles and the Lord Jesus Christ in warning against increasing evil right in the church itself. These ungodly scoffers and mockers can be identified by their lack of holiness and lack of separation from the world. They show no sign that the HOLY Spirit indwells them. They also have no compunction about dividing the Body of Christ, thus proving that they have no love for the Lord Jesus. Jude admonishes us to act in the opposite spirit. We need to go directly against the tide of evil and pursue an ever-deepening life in the Spirit as we cultivate our love relationship with the Father with hearts looking for the appearance of our Lord. It is only with such a holy disposition that we will be able to help those who are beind deceived in the church.  There are three categories of persons in vss 22 and 23. We should deal with each differently. Once again there is a warning against being defiled ourselves (cf. Gal. 6v1b). Jude ends his short letter with a marvelous doxology. Our Christian lives begin and end with praise and worship. This note must never be missing from our lives or our ministry. 2. In the midst of apostasy in the church we need to pursue holiness as we worship the Lord with childlike trust. 3. A TD should EVER keep in mind that evil will surface in the church itself. We need to be ready to combat it. We do this by being awake and aware, by being truly holy ourselves, and by helping those who can be helped according to the specific instructions given in the NT. We need great discernment for this. The Word, prayer and other saints will assist us in this. We should hold fast to the wonderful promise in v24. We need to ever remain in absolute awe and wonder at the glories of our great God. 4. Are you awake, aware and alert? Do you realise that we are living in dangerous enemy territory? Are you helping others as you pursue holiness yourself? 5. Be awake. Be aware. Be holy. Pursue love. Rescue others from falling away with a wise and discerning heart. Trust and worship! 6. Dear Father, this is such a wonderful passage chockfull of wisdom and instruction. Please open my heart to receive its jewels. I desire to walk in holiness, love, and wisdom. Enable me by your Spirit and assist me in trusting You fo bring me and my loved ones safely and joyfully home. Amen. /

Jud 1:18  They said to you, "In the last time there will be scoffers, following their own ungodly passions."

2 Tim. 4 /
Jud 1:19  It is these who cause divisions, worldly people, devoid of the Spirit.

In brief, the soul-life, influenced by evil supernatural powers, is the main cause of divisions and separations among the professing and even the true children of God. "These be they who separate, men governed by soul ..." writes Jude (5:19). " Separate themselves" is the A.V. and "make separations" the R.V. text. "Arrogant setting up of themselves, as having greater sanctity and a wisdom and peculiar doctrine, distinct from others is implied," writes Fausset in his commentary. Fausset also translates the words, "sensual" of the A.V. and R.V. text in this passage, as literally "animal-souled". [Penn-Lewis] /

Jud 1:20  But you, beloved, building yourselves up in your most holy faith and praying in the Holy Spirit,

1 Tim. 4v5; Jn. 15v7 / 
Jud 1:21  keep yourselves in the love of God, waiting for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ that leads to eternal life.

Jud 1:22  And have mercy on those who doubt;

Jud 1:23  save others by snatching them out of the fire; to others show mercy with fear, hating even the garment stained by the flesh.

The fire of the judgment that is coming on this planet. 2 Peter 3:7 But by the same word the heavens and earth that now exist are stored up for fire, being kept until the day of judgment and destruction of the ungodly. /
Jud 1:24  Now to him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to present you blameless before the presence of his glory with great joy,

Jud 1:25  to the only God, our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion, and authority, before all time and now and forever. Amen.

REVELATION

REVELATION AT COMMENTARY

REVELATION BACKGROUND

The ancient Jewish mind that produced the New Testament looks at prophecy, not as prediction, but as pattern. To understand what is going to happen in the future, you look at what did happen in the past. There are multiple fulfillments, and each successive fulfillment teaches something about the ultimate one. You will never understand the Book of Revelation with the kind of limited approach to biblical interpretation that is taught in Protestant seminaries. Midrash is like a quadratic equation or a very complex second order differential equation, a thirteen or fourteen step equation. Some people take the first step of grammatical-historical exegesis and think the equation is solved. There is nothing wrong with what they do, but there is plenty wrong with what they don’t do. The equation is not solved. There is nothing wrong with grammatical-historical exegesis. It is a necessary first step, it is a necessary preliminary, and it is okay for reading the Epistles. But that is all. [Prasch] /

Time:  AD 94-96 (27th Book)

Stats:  22 chapters/404 verses/12 000 words/9 question/53 verses of history/10 verses of fulfilled and 341 verses of unfulfilled prophecy
Key People:

John—apostle of Jesus Christ who received the revelation of Jesus Christ from an angel (1:1, 4, 9; 22:8)

Jesus—the revealed Son of God who will come again to claim His people (1:1–22:21)

Key Term:  “Prophecy” (1:7).  This book self-consciously calls itself a prophecy at both its beginning and its end (1:3; 22:18-19).  It is the only NT book that is essentially prophetic.
Key Words:

Hades: Greek hades—1:18; 6:8; 20:13–14—literally, “the place of the unseen.” This Greek word, translated from the Hebrew word sheol, describes the invisible world of the dead. All people who die go to Hades in the sense that death leads from the visible world to the invisible. Therefore, death and Hades can be used interchangeably. Unfortunately, many people mistakenly associate Hades with hell, a place of eternal punishment. But the Greek word for hell is gehenna (see Mark 9:43–45). While we will all one day go to Hades, we can avoid hell by believing in Jesus Christ’s work of salvation.

Almighty: Greek pantokrator—1:8; 4:8; 11:17; 15:3; 16:7, 14; 19:15; 21:22—literally, “one who has power over everything,” in other words, the One in total control. God commands all the hosts of powers in heaven and earth, and He is able to overcome all His foes. The title Almighty occurs often in Revelation as this book unveils God’s awesome control over all the universe and throughout all history.

Devil; Satan: Greek diabolos—2:10; 12:9, 12; 20:2, 10—literally, “slanderer,” and Greek Satanas—20:2, 7—literally, “Adversary.” The word diabolos signifies one who accuses another. Hence that other name given him: “the accuser of our brethren” (see 12:10). The name Satan signifies one who lies in wait for or sets himself in opposition to another. These and other names of the same fallen spirit point to different features of his evil character and deceitful operations.

New Jerusalem: Greek Ierousalem kaine—3:12; 21:2, 10. The New Jerusalem that comes out of heaven is plainly distinct from the earthly Jerusalem, the former capital of Israel. This is the city Abraham looked for, the city whose builder and maker is God (Hebrews 11:10). This is the city that exists even now in heaven, for Paul calls it the Jerusalem that is above (Galatians 4:26).

The Alpha and the Omega: Greek to Alpha kai to O—1:8, 11; 21:6; 22:13. Alpha and omega are the first and last letters of the Greek alphabet. This phrase is used of both God the Father and God the Son. God in Christ comprises everything, all that goes between the Alpha and the Omega, as well as being the First and the Last. This expresses God’s fullness, comprehensiveness, and all-inclusiveness. He is the Source of all things and will bring all things to their appointed end.
Key Text:
Revelation 1:7  Kyk, Hy kom met die wolke, en elke oog sal Hom sien, ook hulle wat Hom deursteek het; en al die geslagte van die aarde sal oor Hom rou bedryf; ja, amen!
Provocation & Context:

Revelation begins with John, the last surviving apostle and an old man, in exile on the small, barren island of Patmos, located in the Aegean Sea southwest of Ephesus. The Roman authorities had banished him there because of his faithful preaching of the gospel (1:9). While on Patmos, John received a series of visions that laid out the future history of the world.

When he was arrested, John was in Ephesus, ministering to the church there and in surrounding cities. Although he could no longer minister to those congregations in person, John received a divine command to address Revelation to them (1:4, 11). Those churches had begun to feel the effects of violent persecution. At least one man—probably a pastor—had already been martyred (2:13). John himself had been exiled. But the storm of persecution was about to break in full fury upon the seven churches so dear to the apostle’s heart (2:10). To those churches, Revelation provided a message of hope: God is in control of all the events of human history, and though evil often seems pervasive and wicked men all powerful, their ultimate doom is certain. Christ will come in glory to judge and rule.

One Sentence Summary:  Jesus the Lord of history will return to earth, destroy all evil and all opposition to him, and bring the kingdom of God to its glorious culmination.
No Bible book more fully teaches how God is moving time, history, and all creation to the goal He has determined.

Revelation is filled with references to the OT, but John rarely if ever quoted it directly.  Most of the book is a prophecy, but there are a number of other literary elements.  The prologue and epilogue are similar to the NT epistles.  The seven short letters to individual churches (chapters 2 -3) are clearly epistle-like.  Several of the chants or songs are poetry, sometimes like the great poetry of the OT.  

God made sure His Word had a grand finale. What opened with the overture of Genesis comes to a dramatic conclusion in Revelation. In all its uses, revelation refers to something or someone, once hidden, becoming visible. What this book reveals or unveils is Jesus Christ in glory. Truths about Him and His final victory that the rest of Scripture merely alludes to John describes in this expanded revelation about Jesus Christ.

Basic Outline:
1.

Revelation is organized into four great visions, of which the second is the longest.  The beginning of each vision is announced with the words “in the Spirit” (1:10;  4:2;  17:3;  21:10), which mean, “I had a new vision brought about by the Spirit.”

2.

Introduction: Jesus Christ, Lord of His Church (Chpts.1-3)

Message: Jesus Christ, King of His Kingdom (Chpts.4-22)
3.

1. The Prologue
2408
2. To the Church in Ephesus
2410
3. To the Church in Smyrna
2411
4. To the Church in Pergamum
2412
5. To the Church in Thyatira
2412
6. To the Church in Sardis
2414
7. To the Church in Philadelphia
2414
8. To the Church in Laodicea
2415
9. The Amazing Scene in Heaven
2416
10. The Opening of the Scroll
2417
11. The Seven Seals
2418
12. The Sealing of the 144,000
2420
13. The Seventh Seal
2421
14. The Angel with the Little Scroll
2424
15. The Fate of the Two Witnesses
2425
16. The Seventh Trumpet
2426
17. The Woman, the Child, and the Dragon

18. War in Heaven
2427
19. The Two Beasts
2428
20. An Interlude: The Song of the 144,000
21. Three Angels and Three Messages
2431
22. The Final Plagues
2432
23. The Bowls of God’s Wrath
2434
24. The Great Prostitute and the Beast
2436
25. Babylon is Destroyed
2437
26. The Wedding Celebration of the Lamb

27. The Son of God Goes to War
2441
28. The Thousand Year Reign
2442
29. Satan’s Final Defeat
2442
30. The Great White Throne
2443
31. A New Heaven and a New Earth
2443
32. The New Jerusalem Descends
2444
33. A Final Reminder
2446
Sketch:  Christ as the Center of God's Administration according to God's Eternal Economy.
Key Doctrines:

Revelation—Jesus Christ’s true identity and saving work is unveiled (1:1–22:21; Isaiah 11:5; 53:1–11; Zechariah 9:9; Luke 1:35; John 1:1–14; 7:18; Acts 4:27; 2 Corinthians 8:9; Philippians 2:8; 1 Thessalonians 5:24; Hebrews 1:9; 1 John 5:20)

Holiness—the church is warned about sin and exhorted to holiness (22:11; Leviticus 11:45; 19:2; 20:7; Psalm 24:3–4; Romans 8:29; 12:1; Ephesians 5:1, 8; Colossians 3:12; Hebrews 12:14; 1 Peter 1:15–16; 
1 John 2:6)

Worship—God is worthy of man’s worship and praise (4:10–11; 5:12; 2 Samuel 22:44; Psalms 22:23; 50:23; 96:2; 145:3; Ezekiel 3:12; Daniel 2:20; Matthew 2:1–2, 11; 28:16–17; John 4:20–24; 9:30–38; Luke 1:68–69; Hebrews 1:6; Jude 1:25)

Eschatology—the doctrine of the last things (4:1–22:21)

Quick Overview:

     I.      The Things Which You Have Seen (1:1–20)

A.      The Prologue (1:1–8)

B.      The Vision of the Glorified Christ (1:9–18)

C.      The Apostle’s Commission to Write (1:19–20)

     II.      The Things Which Are (2:1–3:22)

A.      The Letter to the Church at Ephesus (2:1–7)

B.      The Letter to the Church at Smyrna (2:8–11)

C.      The Letter to the Church at Pergamos (2:12–17)

D.      The Letter to the Church at Thyatira (2:18–29)

E.      The Letter to the Church at Sardis (3:1–6)

F.      The Letter to the Church at Philadelphia (3:7–13)

G.      The Letter to the Church at Laodicea (3:14–22)

     III.      The Things Which Will Take Place after This (4:1–22:21)

A.      Worship in Heaven (4:1–5:14)

B.      The Great Tribulation (6:1–18:24)

C.      The Return of the King (19:1–21)

D.      The Millennium (20:1–10)

E.      The Great White Throne Judgment (20:11–15)

F.      The Eternal State (21:1–22:21)

1.What are the different ways in which the Book of Revelation can be interpreted?
No other New Testament book poses more interpretive challenges than Revelation. The book’s vivid imagery and striking symbolism have produced four main interpretive approaches:

•     The preterist approach interprets Revelation as a description of first-century events in the Roman Empire. This view conflicts with the book’s own repeated claim to be prophecy (1:3; 22:7, 10, 18–19). It is impossible to see all the events in Revelation as already fulfilled. The Second Coming of Christ, for example, obviously did not take place in the first century.

•     The historicist approach views Revelation as a panoramic description of church history from apostolic times to the present, seeing in the symbolism such events as the barbarian invasions of Rome, the rise of the Roman Catholic Church, the emergence of Islam, and the French Revolution. This interpretive method, however, robs Revelation of any meaning for those to whom it was originally written. It also ignores the time limitations the book itself places on the unfolding events (11:2; 12:6, 14; 13:5). Historicism has produced many different, often conflicting, interpretations of the actual historical events contained in Revelation.

•     The idealist approach interprets Revelation as a timeless depiction of the cosmic struggle between the forces of good and evil. In this view, the book contains neither historical allusions nor predictive prophecy. Since this view ignores Revelation’s stated prophetic character, however, it tends to sever the book from any connection with actual historical events. Revelation then becomes merely a collection of stories designed to teach spiritual truth.

•     The futurist approach insists that the events recorded in chapters 6–22 are yet future, and that those chapters literally and symbolically depict actual people and events yet to appear on the world scene. The chapters describe the events surrounding the Second Coming of Jesus Christ (chapters 6–19), the Millenium and final judgment (chapter 20), and the eternal state (chapters 21–22). Only this view does justice to Revelation’s claim to be prophecy and interprets the entire book by the consistent grammatical-historical method used for the rest of Scripture.

What is the Millennium and where does it fit in Revelation?
Revelation 20 includes six mentions of a kingdom that will last a thousand years (verses 2–7). There are three main views regarding the nature and duration of this period:

sees this as a literal thousand-year period during which Jesus Christ, in fulfillment of numerous Old Testament prophecies (2 Samuel 7:12–16; Psalm 2; Isaiah 11:6–12; 24:23; 
Hosea 3:4–5; Joel 3:9–21; Amos 9:8–15; Micah 4:1–8; Zephaniah 3:14–20; Zechariah 14:1–11) and Jesus’ own teaching (Matthew 24:29–31, 36–44) will reign on the earth. Using the same general principles of interpretation for both prophetic and nonprophetic passages leads most naturally to premillennialism. This view is also strongly supported by the fact that so many biblical prophecies have already been literally fulfilled and therefore suggests that future prophecies will likewise be fulfilled literally.

•     Premillennialism sees this as a literal thousand-year period during which Jesus Christ, in fulfillment of numerous Old Testament prophecies (2 Samuel 7:12–16; Psalm 2; Isaiah 11:6–12; 24:23; Hosea 3:4–5; Joel 3:9–21; Amos 9:8–15; Micah 4:1–8; Zephaniah 3:14–20; Zechariah 14:1–11) and Jesus’ own teaching (Matthew 24:29–31, 36–44) will reign on the earth. Using the same general principles of interpretation for both prophetic and nonprophetic passages leads most naturally to premillennialism. This view is also strongly supported by the fact that so many biblical prophecies have already been literally fulfilled and therefore suggests that future prophecies will likewise be fulfilled literally.

•     Postmillennialism understands the reference to a thousand-year period as only symbolic of a golden age of righteousness and spiritual prosperity. It will be ushered in by the spread of the gospel during the present church age and brought to completion when Christ returns. According to this view, references to Christ’s reign on earth primarily describe His spiritual reign in the hearts of believers in the church.

•     Amillennialism understands the thousand years to be merely symbolic of a long period of time. This view interprets Old Testament prophecies of a Millennium as being fulfilled spiritually now in the church (either on earth or in heaven) or as references to the eternal state.

In summary, nothing in the text leads directly to the conclusion that “a thousand years” is symbolic. Never in Scripture when the term year is used with a number is its meaning not literal. The weight of biblical evidence points to the premillennialist position.

Quick Study:

     1.      What statements about its purpose does the Book of Revelation declare?

     2.      What are the seven churches to which John writes and what comments does Jesus make about each one?

     3.      How does Revelation illustrate the sovereignty of God?

     4.      Throughout the Book of Revelation, what happens to people who continue to trust Christ?

     5.      What, according to chapter 20, will happen at the last judgment?

     6.      Whose names are recorded in the Book of Life, and why?
God’s Character:

God is eternal—4:8–10; 16:5

God is glorious—21:11, 23

God is holy—4:8; 15:4; 21:27

God is just—19:2

God is powerful—4:11; 5:13; 11:17

God is righteous—16:5, 7; 19:2

God is true—15:3; 16:7

God is wrathful—6:17; 11:18; 16:6–7; 19:15
Christ Revealed:

Nearly every title employed elsewhere in the New Testament to describe the divine-human nature and the redemptive work of Jesus is mentioned at least once in Revelation, which, together with numerous additional titles, provides us with our only multidimensional unveiling of the present position, continuing ministry, and ultimate victory of the exalted Christ.

Although Jesus’ earthly ministry is telescoped between His incarnation and Ascension in 12:5, Revelation asserts that the Son of God, as the Lamb, has completely finished His redemptive work (1:5,6).  By His blood sinners have been forgiven, cleansed (5:6,9;  7:14;  12:11), liberated (1:5), and made kings and priests (1:6; 5:10).  All ensuing manifestations of His applied victory are based in His finished work on the Cross;  hence, Satan has been defeated (12:7-12) and bound (20:1-3).  Jesus, raised from the dead, is enthroned as absolute sovereign over all Creation (1;5;  2:27).  He is “king of kings and Lord of lords”  (17:14;  19:16),  and is entitled to the same ascriptions of adoration as God the Creator (5:12-14).

The only One who is “worthy” to execute the eternal purpose of God is “the Lion of Judah,” who is not a political Messiah but a sacrificed Lamb (5;5,6).  “The Lamb” is His primary title, utilized twenty-eight times in revelation.  As the One who has conquered, He has the rightful authority and the power to control all the forces of evil and their consequences for His purposes fo judgment and salvation (6:1-7:17).  The Lamb is on the throne (4:1-5:14;  22:3).  The Lam, as “One like the Son of Man, “  is always in the midst of His people (1;9-3:22;  14:1), whose names are recorded in His Book of Life (3;5;  21;27).  He knows them intimately, and with immeasurable holy love, He watches over, protects, disciplines, and challenges them.  They share fully in His present and future victory (17:14;  19:11-16;  21:1-22:5), as well as in His present and future “marriage supper”  (19:7-9);  21:2).  He dwells in them (1:13), and they dwell in Him (21:22).  As “One like the Son of Man,”  He also is the Lord of the final harvest (14:14-20).  He pours out His wrath in judgment upon Satan (20:10), his allies (19:20;  20:14), and the spiritually “dead” (20:12, 15) – all those who have chosen to “dwell on the earth”  (3:10).

The Lamb is the God who is coming (1:7, 8;  11:17;  22:7, 20) to consummate His eternal plan, to complete the creation of the new community of His people in “a new heaven and a new earth”  (21:1) and to restore the blessings of the Paradise of God (22:2-5).  The Lamb is the goal of all history (22;13).
In the last book of the Bible, Jesus triumphantly reveals Himself as the Almighty One (1:8); the Alpha and Omega (1:8; 21:6); the Beginning and the End (1:8; 21:6). Other voices in the Book of Revelation proclaim Jesus Christ as the Lion of the tribe of Judah (5:5); Heir to David’s throne (5:5); the Lamb of God (5:6–22:3); the Word of God (19:13); King of kings and Lord of lords (19:16).  Revelation’s portrait of Jesus show him as a slaughtered Lamb, yet occupying heaven’s throne.  Further, He is the conquering King who will judge all the world.  Christ’s return is portrayed in glorious but highly symbolic language.  God is clearly in charge of everything that happens, even though He allows evil to have temporary triumphs.  Ultimately His wrath against sin and evil is fully poured out.  In the face of this, followers of the Lamb are challenged to be faithful overcomers.

The Holy Spirit at Work:
The description of the Holy Spirit as “the seven spirits of God” (1:4, 3:1;  4:5;  5:6) is distinct in the New Testament.  The number seven is a symbolic, qualitative number conveying the idea of completeness and, when related to God, the idea of perfection.  The Holy Spirit is thus denoted in terms of the perfection of His dynamic, manifold activity.  The “seven lamps of fire”  (4:5) suggests His illuminating, purifying, and energizing ministries.  That the seven Spirits are before the Lamb (5:6) signifies the essential triunity of God who has revealed Himself as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  This is a mutual indwelling of the persons without dissolving the distinctions of essential being and function.

Each of the messages to the seven churches is from the exalted Lord, yet the individual members are urged to Hear “what the Spirit says”  (chs. 2;3).  The Spirit only says what the Lord Jesus says.

The spirit is thus the Spirit of prophecy.  Every genuine prophecy is inspired by the Holy Spirit and bears witness to Jesus (19:10).  The prophetic visions are communicated to John only when he is “in the Spirit”  (1;10;  4:2;  21:10).  The content of these visions is nothing less than “The Revelation of Jesus Christ” (1:1).

All genuine prophecy demands a response.  “The Spirit and the bride say, “Com!’” (22;17).  Everyone either hears or refuses to hear this appeal.  The spirit is working continuously in and through the church to invite those who remain outside the City of God to enter.  Only by the empowering of the Spirit is the bride enabled to witness and “patiently endure.”  The Spirit thus penetrates the present experience of those who hear with foretastes of the kingdom’s future fulfillment.
Content:

· Christus, die Heerser wat kom om God se oordeel op aarde te voltrek en Sy heiliges te red.

· Christ as the Center of God’s Administration according to His Eternal Economy

· Die einde van die wêreld en die terugkeer van die Koning.
· Rebellion and Sin.  Ethics and Morality.  Time and Eternity.
· The final judgment.  Unlike most books of the Bible, Revelation contains its own title:“The Revelation of Jesus Christ” (1:1).
· Christ as slaughtered Lamb and conquering King / The Second Coming / God’s Sovereignty in History / God’s Wrath against Sin / Followers of Jesus Overcoming.

· Jesus the Lord of history will return to earth, destroy all evil and all opposition to him, and bring the kingdom of God to its glorious culmination.

· Revelation - The Rightful Owner (Heir) Coming with the Legal Document to Claim His Purchased Possession. A highly symbolic vision of the future rebellion, judgment, and consumation of all things. Many Jewish legal proceedings mentioned dealing with the right of redemption and forfeiture of property returning to its legal kinsman redeemer as found in the Books of Jeremiah and Ruth.

· In REVELATION we OVERCOME AND REIGN in Christ
OT QUOTATIONS:

Book 27 - BOOK OF REVELATION 
(including the more direct use of Old Testament language)
JOHN DESCRIBES THE AWESOME APPEARANCE OF JESUS CHRIST
Revelation 1:13b-16 - .... 'like a Son of Man' (Daniel 7:13). He (Christ, now described in essentially Old Testament priestly terms) was dressed in a long robe with a golden girdle around his breast; his head and his hair were white as snow-white wool, his eyes blazed like fire, and his feet shone as the finest bronze glows in the furnace. His voice had the sound of a great waterfall, and I saw that in his right hand he held seven stars. A sharp two-edged sword came out of his mouth, and his face was ablaze like the sun at its height.
TO THE CHURCH IN THYATIRA - HARD-WORKING, BUT SOME REMAIN PAGANS 
Revelation 2:28b - 'He shall rule them with a rod of iron; as the potter's vessels shall be broken to pieces' (Psalm 2:9).
TO THE CHURCH IN PHILADELPHIA - WEAK IN POWER, BUT LOYAL 
Revelation 3:7b - 'He who has the key of David. He who opens and no one shuts, and shuts and no one opens' (Isaiah 22:22).
THE FOUR LIVING CREATURES, WHO WITH THE 24 ELDERS WORSHIP GOD ETERNALLY
Revelation 4:6b-8 - On each side, encircling the throne, are four living creatures covered with eyes in front and behind. ...
- The four living creatures are similar in appearance to the Cherubim (heavenly angels) of Ezekiel 1 and 10, and the Seraphim (heavenly beings or attendants) of Isaiah 6 in the Old Testament -
... The first living creature is like a lion, the second is like a calf, the third has a face like a man, and the fourth living creature appears like an eagle in flight. These four creatures have each of them six wings and are covered with eyes, all around them, and even within them. Day and night they never cease to say, "Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God, the Almighty, who was and who is and who is coming."
GOD'S SERVANTS FROM THE TWELVE TRIBES OF ISRAEL ARE MARKED FOR PROTECTION
Revelation 7:4-8 - I heard the number of those who were thus sealed and it was 144,000 (or 12 x 12 x 1,000 - a symbolic number based on the square of twelve representing completeness or a great multitude of people), from every (one of the twelve Jewish) tribe(s) of the sons of Israel. Twelve thousand were sealed from the tribe of Judah; twelve thousand from the tribe of Reuben; twelve thousand from the tribe of Gad; twelve thousand from the tribe of Asher; twelve thousand from the tribe of Naphtali; twelve thousand from the tribe of Manasseh; twelve thousand from the tribe of Simeon; twelve thousand from the tribe of Levi; twelve thousand from the tribe of Issachar; twelve thousand from the tribe of Zebulun; twelve thousand from the tribe of Joseph; and twelve thousand from the tribe of Benjamin.
THE POWER OF THE TWO WITNESSES UNTIL THEIR TESTIMONY IS FINISHED 
Revelation 11:3-6 - "And I will give authority to my two witnesses (... the minimum legal requirement in Jewish law. There are various theories about their identity, but they bear some resemblance to Elijah and Moses who appeared with Jesus at his Transfiguration ...) to proclaim the message, clothed in sackcloth for twelve hundred and sixty days ("time, times and half a time")." These are the two olive trees and the two lampstands (related to the message of Zechariah 4) which stand before the Lord of the earth. If anyone tries to harm them, fire issues from their mouths and consumes their enemies. Indeed, if anyone should try to hurt them, this is the way in which he will certainly meet his death. These (two) witnesses have power to shut up the sky and stop any rain from falling (as Elijah did, 1 Kings 17:1) during the time of their preaching. Moreover, they have power to turn the waters into blood, and to strike the earth with any plague as often as they wish (as Moses did with the plagues of Egypt, Exodus chapters 7-12).
A HEAVENLY WAR WITH THE DRAGON - SATAN, WHO IS THROWN TO EARTH 
Revelation 12:7 - The war broke out in Heaven. Michael (one of the seven archangels of Judaism; the Protector, Defender, or guardian angel of Israel, Daniel 10:13,21; 12:1) and his angels battled with the dragon
THE BEAST IS GIVEN THE DRAGON'S THRONE AND POWER
Revelation 13:1-2a - Then, as I stood on the sand of the sea-shore, there rose out of the sea before my eyes an animal (the Beast from the Sea) with seven heads and ten horns. There were diadems upon its horns and blasphemous names upon its heads. The animal which I saw had the appearance of a leopard, though it had the feet of a bear and a mouth like the mouth of a lion (... the description derives from Daniel 7:1-7).
THE SECOND ANGEL ANNOUNCES THE FALL OF WICKED BABYLON
Revelation 14:8 - Then another, a second angel, followed him crying, "Fallen, fallen is Babylon the great! She who made all nations drink the wine of her passionate unfaithfulness (or adultery - idolatry in Old Testament terms)!"
THE "SON OF MAN" SEATED ON A CLOUD, HOLDING A SICKLE 
Revelation 14:14b - 'the Son of Man' (Daniel 7:13).
SEVEN ANGELS LEAVE THE TEMPLE WITH THE PLAGUES; THEY RECEIVE THE BOWLS OF GOD'S WRATH
Revelation 16:1 - Then I heard a loud voice from the Temple saying to the seven angels, "Go and pour out upon the earth the seven bowls of the wrath of God!"
- Now the Beast has appeared (Revelation 13), the Seven Bowls of wrath, unlike the the judgments of the Seven Seals and Seven Trumpets, are poured out on him and his followers, and with a far greater intensity and completeness. Some of the plagues are like those visited on Egypt by Moses before the Exodus:
THE FIRST ANGEL ON THE LAND - SORES BREAK OUT ON THE WORSHIPPERS OF THE BEAST
Revelation 16:2 - The first angel went off and emptied his bowl upon the earth. Whereupon loathsome and malignant ulcers (similar to those of Exodus 9:8-12) attacked all those who bore the mark ("666") of the animal and worshipped its statue.
THE THIRD ANGEL ON THE FRESH WATERS - HE SPEAKS OF GOD'S JUDGMENT 
Revelation 16:4 - Then the third angel emptied his bowl into the rivers and springs of water, and they turned into blood (similar to Exodus 7:17-21). 
THREE SPIRITS GATHER THE KINGS OF THE EARTH FOR THE BATTLE OF ARMAGEDDON
Revelation 16:13-16 - And then I noticed three foul spirits, looking like frogs (mythological miracle-working demons or agents of Satan; also related to the plague of frogs in Exodus 8:2-6) emerging from the mouths of the dragon, the animal and the false prophet. ...
... They are diabolical spirits performing wonders and they set out to muster all the kings of the world for battle on the great day of God, the Almighty (drawing together all the nations and forces of evil to resist God's judgment).
So they brought them together to the place called, in Hebrew, Armageddon (Har-Magedon, the "Mount" or "Mountain of Megiddo", an ancient city on the coastal road through Israel from Egypt to the North, the scene of many battles in Old Testament times and later, including 1918. It is used as a symbol of all battles and the final battle).
THE SEVENTH ANGEL INTO THE AIR - NATURAL CATASTROPHES STRIKE MEN AND CITIES, ESPECIALLY BABYLON
Revelation 16:18-21 - Then followed flashes of lightning, noises and peals of thunder. There was a terrific earthquake, the like of which no man has ever seen since mankind began to live upon the earth - so great and tremendous was this earthquake. The great city was split into three parts, and the cities of all the nations fell in ruins. And God called to mind Babylon the great and made her drink the cup of the wine of his furious wrath. Every island fled and the mountains vanished. Great hailstones (as in Exodus 9:18-26) like heavy weights fell from the sky and men blasphemed God for the curse of the hail, for it fell upon them with savage and fearful blows.
THE FALL OF BABYLON 
- Babylon, the ancient city on the River Euphrates, had become an emblem of a godless culture at the heights (or depths) of its powers, and was often pictured as a prostitute dominating her clients. By New Testament times, Rome and the Roman Empire with its corruption, emperor worship, torture and persecution had become equated with the Babylon of old:
AN ANGEL ANNOUNCES THE PUNISHMENT OF THE GREAT WORLD PROSTITUTE, BABYLON
Revelation 17:1-2 - Then came one of the seven angels who held the seven bowls, and said to me, "Come, and I will show you the judgment passed upon the great harlot who is seated upon many waters. It is with her that the kings of the earth have debauched themselves and the inhabitants of the earth have become drunk on the wine of her filthiness (Old Testament imagery for accepting the overlordship of "Babylon", the worship of Rome and its paganism)."
THE RIDER, CHRIST, ON THE WHITE HORSE, AND HIS ARMIES
Revelation 19:15b - 'He will rule them with a rod of iron' (Psalm 2:9),
SATAN IS RELEASED; THE FINAL BATTLE; HIS DESTRUCTION
Revelation 20:7-9 - Then, when the thousand years are over, Satan will be released from his prison, and will set out to deceive the nations in the four corners of the earth, Gog and Magog ( ... representing all who oppose God in the last great battle by Satan at the end of time, Ezekiel 38), and to lead them into battle. They will be as numerous as the sand of the seashore.
THE GARDEN OF EDEN RESTORED
Revelation 22:1-2 - Then he (the angel) showed me the river (suggesting the river of the Garden of Eden, Genesis 2:10) of the water of life, sparkling like crystal as it flowed from the throne of God and of the Lamb. In the middle of the street of the city and on either bank of the river grew the tree of life (no longer denied to mankind as it was so long before to Adam in Genesis 3:22-24), bearing twelve fruits, a different kind for each month. The leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations.
INTRODUCTIONS

Throughout the entirety of the new covenant literature, the New Testament, there is a continuing exposure of the radical difference between religion and the dynamic life of Jesus Christ as it functions within the kingdom of grace. Revelation is the climactic "capstone" that illustrates the triumph of Jesus over diabolic religion. Throughout the gospel narratives Jesus is constantly countering the religionism of the scribes, Pharisees and Saducees. In the parables Jesus explains that the kingdom He came to bring is entirely different than that anticipated by Jewish religion; it is a kingdom that functions by grace, which is not of this world. The religious leaders finally realized that Jesus was exposing them in every parable He told (Matt. 21:45). The Acts of the Apostles records the early history of how Christianity was "breaking free from religion," so as to be unhindered by any identification with Judaic religion. In Paul's letters it is evident that he saw clearly the dichotomy between religion and Christianity. To the Romans Paul explains that righteousness is not in religious rites or the Law, but in Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. In the first epistle to the Corinthians Paul counters the religious excesses that were developing in the young church in Corinth. In the second epistle to the Corinthians Paul differentiates between gospel ministry by the grace of God and the manipulations of religious method. The letter to the Galatians forcefully denies that there is "another gospel" as inculcated by legalistic religion. The gospel is Jesus Christ alone functioning by grace. Writing to the Ephesians Paul contrasts religious exclusivism with the universality of the Christian gospel and explains that in Jesus Christ all men become a new humanity. In his correspondence with the Colossians Paul combats the effects of the regional religionism of Asia, emphasizing the preeminence of Jesus Christ, who is our life. The writer to the Hebrews explains how the old and the new covenants are differentiated. The old tenets of Judaic religion are replaced by the life of Jesus Christ. James explains that if one is just going through the rituals, such religion is vain. Christian faith is the outworking of the life of Jesus Christ. Finally, then, in the Revelation, John relates in story form that religion will try to overcome and secularize Christianity, but Jesus Christ overcomes all the machinations of religion by His life. For many years I have listened to preachers, teachers and commentators banter and battle, bicker and babble about what Revelation means. After immersing myself in the new covenant literature of the New Testament for many years, I have come to realize that the Revelation is consistent with the rest of the New Testament in declaring that Christianity is not religion. Christianity is to be contrasted with religion. Christianity is in conflict with religion. This is particularly apparent in the Revelation where Jesus Christ is portrayed as the victor over all religion. [James Fowler] / The first word in the Greek text of this book is the Greek word apokalupsis. Thus it is that the book is often referred to as the Apocalypse. It is often explained that this writing is an example of Jewish apocalyptic literature that was prevalent in the last couple of centuries before Christ and in the first century A.D. Many of the academic attempts to narrowly define apocalyptic literature as distinct from parables, prophecy and allegory are "forced" categorizations. It is better to recognize that it was typical Middle-eastern thinking to teach by "story-telling" in picture-language. It might be argued that the Revelation is the big, multi-faceted, new covenant parable! A good prelude to studying Revelation would be to study the parables of Jesus, which are the previous picture-language story-telling of Jesus Christ utilizing images and symbols. A study of the parables in the gospels will reveal that Jesus used them as an exposé and critique of religion, in order to explain the difference in the new covenant reality of His life functioning in grace within the kingdom.1 Jesus uses picture-language in the Revelation in much the same way as He did in the parables. Just as in the parables, we should not try to force a full-fledged allegorical understanding upon the images. We should not try to figure out the meaning of every detail. The "literalist" who demands a "direct face-value" for every detail in the book is approaching Revelation like a "mechanic" tightening every nut and bolt, rather than an "artist" who wants to "see" the Big Picture. We do not have to get every detail figured out, nailed down. That is the absolutism of understanding that "religion" tries to achieve. Jesus wanted us to think, to ponder, to be discerning; that is why He spoke in parables and picture-language! If Jesus had wanted theological precision or the precision of prophetic calculation, He would have used a different method of teaching, and a precise vocabulary. He would have used plain language! John was apparently an individual with an artist-mentality. He was a picture-painter with words. He often conveys what he wants to say with images and analogies. In the gospel that he wrote he employs pictorial language: Jesus is the "light of the world" - in contrast to which religion is darkness and blindness (8,12). Jesus is the "good shepherd" - in contrast to the hirelings of religion (15). In his epistles (I,II,III John) he continues to use images of "sons of light" and "sons of darkness;" sons of God and sons of the devil. He saw clearly the either/or antithesis of God and Satan, and pictured such in many ways. When he writes what he saw in the Revelation, it is predominantly picture-language. John saw the Big Picture and painted it in word-pictures. It is like a cosmic canvas on which he paints. He paints from God's perspective, and it is difficult for us to get far enough back to see the whole picture. We tend to analyze the strokes and the texture. When we come to the book of Revelation, it is too easy to miss the forest for the trees; to miss the message for the minutia of detail and the fanciful interpretation of those details. We do not have to figure out every detail. If any man could do that, he could stack all the factual data of interpretation and put it on the "knowledge" shelf. That is part of the "epistemological heresy" of religion, that reduces Christianity to merely a "belief-system." The life of Jesus Christ cannot be formulized and "put in the box" of doctrinal or eschatological understanding. Who would want such "canned" Christianity? Who would want such a rigid rectification of Revelation? Therefore, we should attempt to see the message of Revelation in broad sections, rather than analyzing every detail; a macro-vision, rather than micro-vision. [Fowler] / The preterist commentator interprets the message of Revelation primarily as in the past. The historicist interprets the message of Revelation primarily as the process of Western history. The futurist interprets the message of Revelation as referring primarily to the future. The triumphalist interprets the message of Revelation primarily as the symbolic representation of the triumph of Jesus Christ in every age. These varying interpretations are not issues to fight over. There is value in each of them. From the preterist we can learn that Christianity is contextually rooted in the past, and so is the Revelation. From the historicist we can learn that Christianity is continually timely, and so is the Revelation. From the Futurist we can learn that Christianity is confidently hopeful for the future, and so is the Revelation. From the Triumphalist we can learn that Christianity is constantly recognizing Christ's victory, and the book of Revelation certainly reveals such. Regardless of which interpretive method one employs, one has to admit that there is symbolism in Revelation that pictures the triumph of Christ; the letter was first written to historical churches in Asia in the past, back in the first century; it is a revelation that has had some message for Christians throughout history; and Revelation does speak of the ultimate victory of Christ at the end of time in the future. In this study we will employ a Christocentic or Christological interpretation that would probably be a sub-category of the Triumphalist or Symbolic interpretation. The reason I employ the Christocentric-Triumphalist interpretation of Revelation is because it seems to me to provide the best consistency with the interpretation of the rest of the Scriptures. The Bible is consistent in its message from beginning to end, and the Bible is the best commentary on the Bible. [Fowler] / Balanced Perspective of Victory The Revelation shown to John and recorded by John is the revelation of the victorious life and work of Jesus Christ, past, present and future. (See chart in Addendum D)    (1) The victory of His historical redemption, which Christians must constantly remember, especially when His visible presence is not with us during the interim between the ascension and the parousia. The victory has been won on the cross! "It is finished!" (John 19:30) Mission accomplished! The work has been accomplished! (John 17:4) The price has been paid in full! (I Cor. 6:20; 7:23).    (2) The victory of His continuing reign in the Kingdom. Jesus Christ does reign as Lord and King in the lives of His people, Christians in every age throughout the interim. We can "reign in life" through Him (Rom. 5:17,21), despite the testings, tribulations and trials that confront us.    (3) The victory of His consummating return, when the victory will be made evident for all to see most vividly. At the parousia, the second coming, the victory of Christ will be eternally etched upon the consciousness of all mankind who ever lived.    Jesus Christ is Christus Victor.8 He has...He does...He will conquer Satan, evil and religion. Christians must recognize His past, present and future activity of victory.    This is the main difficulty in the interpretation of the Revelation; always trying to keep a balanced perspective of Christ's victory as it has been accomplished in the "already," as it is enacted in the "now," and as it will be consummated in the "not yet." This is like juggling three balls ("already," "now," and "not yet") all the way through the interpretive process of this book.    What happens when such a balanced perspective is not maintained? If any of the aspects of Christ's victory are over-emphasized to the diminishing of the others, then aberrations of theological and practical emphasis will result:    (1) If the "finished work" of Christ in His accomplished victory on the cross is over-emphasized, then one's Christian teaching often takes the form of "triumphalism" with some variety of "perfectionism." The practical outcome of such is often passivism and pacifism.    (2) If the present victorious reign of Christ is over-emphasized, then a mis-emphasis on participation in "spiritual warfare" often results, sometimes taking the form of "liberationism" or "exorcism." Christians have often developed a "siege-mentality" which led in the past to such aberrations as the Crusades and the Inquisitions, and lends itself to leadership efforts to recruit Christians to an activistic cause, to "fight for the right."    (3) If the future consummation of Christ's victory is over-emphasized, then Christians may focus on expectations not yet fulfilled, and become so fixated on "futurism" that they fail to recognize the present sufficiency of Christ. Such can be an "escapist" approach focused on the deliverance of the future or on a heavenly "pie-in-the-sky-bye-and-bye."    Likewise, on the other hand, a failure to emphasize any of these three aspects of Christ's victory adequately will lead to aberrations in theological understanding and practical Christian living:    (1) Failure to emphasize the "finished work" of Christ's redemptive victory on the cross is to undermine the entire historical and theological foundation of the Christian gospel. It may lead to the instability of existential mythologizing which disregards the historical Jesus, or to subjective experientialism which determines reality by psychological impact.    (2) Failure to emphasize the present reign of the victorious risen Lord Jesus may lead to the ambivalence and apathy of laissez-faire with no direction or involvement. Christians may conclude that their past is forgiven and their future is assured, but the present is unbearable, so they lapse into fatalism.    (3) Failure to emphasize the future consummation of Christ's victory is to undermine God's direction and destiny for Christians and for the entire created order. Ever so subtly this leads to hopelessness and despair.    The importance of keeping a balanced perspective of Christ's victory in the "already," the "now," and the "not yet," cannot be over-emphasized. One can analyze the popular eschatological systems of interpretation and discover their primary emphases as well as their subsequent failures to keep a balanced emphasis in all three areas. Dispensationalism, for example, employs the futurist method of interpretation and tends to over-emphasize the future consummation of Christ's victory, often to the neglect of understanding the "finished work" of Christ, and with either a denial or a decidedly pessimistic understanding of Christ's victorious reign today. Historical pre-millennialism, like Dispensational pre-millennialism, also has a futuristic focus on Christ's expected victory at the end of time, but usually retains a better foundation in the "finished work" of Christ on the cross, with a more optimistic realization of Christ's reign in the already realized kingdom. Post-millennialism places primary emphasis on the victory of Christ in the present, but there is often very little understanding of the already realized victory of Christ, as they engage in the activism that seeks to enact Christ's victorious kingdom on earth so as to "make it happen" and "usher in" the consummated kingdom at Christ's second coming. Amillennialism sometimes engages in the Post-millennial mis-emphasis, but often over-emphasizes the "finished work" of Christ's victory on the cross so as to engage in a triumphalistic perfectionism which becomes passivistic. It is imperative that Christians maintain a balanced perspective of Christ's victory in the past, present and future; the already, the now and the not yet. Such should be our objective as we study and seek to interpret what Christ was saying in the Revelation, and this is why we will employ the triumphalist method of interpretation that seeks to maintain a balanced perspective of the triumphant victory of Jesus Christ in the already, the now and the not yet. [Fowler] / The Revelation of Jesus Christ We might quite rightly change that word from "revelation" to "unveiling" - that is even nearer to the original word than "revelation". The unveiling of Jesus Christ.  We have seen that as we move on into this book, we move into a situation that really does need speaking to. On the one hand, it's a situation of spiritual loss and failure, weakness, and many other conditions and features which even the Lord Himself, in all His grace, had to deplore. The renewing of the life of His people, and the restoring of those primary and primal values of their beginnings; then it was a situation of great difficulty, many difficulties, sufferings, and trials, and adversities as we have seen from various quarters and of various kinds - that the Christians of those times were both actually in a time of much adversity and were moving yet more deeply into suffering. To one of these churches the Lord said that they were about to suffer, they were about to be cast into prison, they were going to have tribulation for a specified time. It was a time when Christians both actually needed real help, stimulus, and needed to be prepared for further battles, further conflicts, and further suffering. These were the two main aspects of the general situation. And we stand back and ask, in the light of those facts, how did the Lord, and how does the Lord, meet that need? Indeed, we might say: how does the Lord ever meet a great need? What is that which will supply the need, and that which alone will supply it and be the key to the problem, the answer to the demand, and the assurance or the assured ground both of recovery, renewal, and of fortification for the suffering? And the answer has ever been and always is: a new revelation of the greatness of Jesus Christ - an unveiling of His greatness. That is the very platform, we may say, upon which and from which the Lord moves into these situations and into all the situations that follow in this book; He prefaces everything with this fresh revelation or unveiling of His own personal greatness. You know that has ever been the way, Abraham was called upon to make tremendous decisions and sacrifices. In his native country and city (marvelous and rich civilisations, a very full life indeed) and without assurance that his movement would be justified, he was called upon to move with sealed orders, "Get thee out and to a land that I will show thee...", "I will show thee, when you get there..." a tremendous move, very costly and very testing. But if you have wondered how it was that Abraham went through, met all the tests and at last survived, you have, I think, the answer in these words: "The God of glory appeared unto our father Abraham when he was in Ur of the Chaldees...". If ever that happens, you've got something to move on, you've got a background, you've got something that will again and again come to your rescue in a time of difficulty.  Moses was called upon to undertake a tremendous responsibility. We know the whole story now, Moses was not altogether ignorant of what he had got to face in Egypt and afterwards, and we may wonder sometimes how he got through and kept to the course, but we know that he met God face to face. It could be said equally, that the God of glory appeared to him. References are made several times in the Bible to that encounter with God in the book and we are told that he endured as seeing Him who is invisible. That was the secret of his sustenance. Joshua was called as a young man to face tremendous responsibilities and undertaking. In the ridding and clearing of that country of those ten kingdoms, getting that people (such a people... he knew them) in to possess, and all that was bound up with it. And no wonder the Lord had to repeat one word to Joshua continually to keep him on the move, "Be of good courage, be strong and of good courage... only be of good courage... only be strong...". How did the Lord give to Joshua the basis? "He lifted up his eyes and saw the captain of the host of the Lord..." from that time it was alright, he could go on and go through. Isaiah was a young man in a very, very difficult day. One of those very, very cloudy days in Israel's history, and he was taking up his great prophetic ministry in the face of great difficulties and threatening problems. How did he get through? "I saw the Lord, high and lifted up," he said. That's the answer.  Paul... if ever a man had to face greater difficulties, oppositions and antagonisms and sufferings and peril and what not, more than that man... how did he get through? He saw the Lord, for "The Lord appeared unto him..." he saw the greatness of Jesus Christ. Stephen triumphed as he saw the heavens open and he saw the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God. And so we could go on. But here... the Lord's people had come to a point where there was going to be a devastating blow struck at their corporate life; just on the point of that final siege of Jerusalem in this dispensation, when everything was going to be shattered and scattered. The great earth-shaking was about to take place. All that the Lord Jesus Himself had foreshadowed, "not one stone left upon another..." and all those other things, terrible things, all about to take place within a very little time. How were the believers going to get through? The Lord took up a man, we don't know now exactly who it was, some say one and some say another, but he took up a man to write what we call, "the letter to the Hebrews". And you see how he begins - almost a matchless unveiling of the greatness of Jesus Christ: "Who, being the express image of His person... the effulgence of His glory" the greatness of Jesus Christ.  And the Lord was saying through that letter, "If only you can get that as your foundation, you'll go through it all". You will not go back because you are being tempted to do as perhaps you're contemplating doing, you'll go on, you'll go on if only... you'll see how great your Lord is. So he laid the foundation for survival of faith, survival of faith because that's the issue. You know, it all comes up in the eleventh chapter - the survival of faith on the ground of the apprehension of the greatness of Christ.  And now you come to this book of the Revelation and again you're in the presence of these things. On the one side: spiritual declension, failure, breakdown, loss; on the other side: suffering, growing suffering, terrible afflictions for the church. How will the one be remedied and recovery take place? What is the key to a renewing of spiritual life when it's got to low ebb? How shall they go on through the tribulation and the tribulations and come out in victory in the City of God? Well, the answer is again - it's the Lord's only answer, it always has been His one answer, it has always been successful, it's the only one that will be successful in any situation of need: a new unveiling of the greatness of the Lord Jesus. But oh, dear friends, these are words, these are words. When we say these things, and we all agree that they're true, that's right, we know it, but having said it, with all that we can say like that, then we are so helpless. We're so helpless because it's the thing and not talking about it. You see, if, if only, by the Holy Spirit (there's no other way, no other means) we could capture a new glimpse of His greatness, how many problems that would solve, and questions that would answer, and need that would meet if only it could be like that.                  [Sparks] / It is time to summarize this survey. There are four different answers to the question: what period of time does Revelation cover? The preterist replies: the first few centuries AD. The historicist replies: all the centuries AD from the First to the Second Advent. The futurist replies: the last years of the last century AD. The idealist replies: any century AD, none in particular. [Pawson] / THE BOOK OF REVELATION is in a sense a commentary on Psalms 2.  Die titel van die boek kan wees “Die Toorn van die Seun”. [AT] / The rewards of study We have already noted that Revelation is the only biblical book to carry both a blessing on those who read it and a curse on those who tamper with it (1:3; 22:18–19). By way of summary, we shall now list 10 benefits that result from mastering its message, all of which assist authentic Christian living. 1. The completion of the Bible The student will begin to share God’s knowledge of ‘the end from the beginning’ (Isaiah 46:10). The story is complete. The happy ending is revealed. The romance ends in the wedding and the real relationship begins. Without this, the Bible would be incomplete. It would have to be known as the ‘Amputated Version’! The striking resemblances between the first and last pages of Holy Scripture (e.g. the tree of life) make sense of all that lies between. 2. A defence against heresy So often the cults and sects, whose representatives come knocking at our doors, major on Revelation. Their apparent knowledge of it deeply impresses churchgoers who have never grasped it, largely through lack of teaching (and lack of teachers who know it). They are unable to challenge the interpretation offered, which can be quite bizarre. The only real defence is a superior knowledge. 3. An interpretation of history A superficial awareness of current affairs can leave anyone baffled as to any discernible direction. Since future events cast their shadows before them, the student of Revelation will find an astonishing correspondence with world events, as they clearly head towards a world government and a world economy. Any preacher who systematically expounds the book is likely to be given many relevant newspaper cuttings by his hearers. 4. A ground for hope Everything is going according to plan, God’s plan. He is still on the throne, directing affairs towards the end, Jesus. Revelation assures us that good will triumph over evil, Christ will conquer Satan and the saints will one day rule the world. Our planet will be cleared of all pollution, physical and moral. Even the universe will be recycled. The hope of all this is ‘an anchor for the soul’ in the storms of life (Hebrews 6:19). Paganism, secularism and humanism only appear to gain ground. Their days are numbered. 5. A motive for evangelism There is no clearer presentation of the alternative destinies placed before the human race – the new heaven and earth or the lake of fire, everlasting joy or everlasting torment. The opportunity to choose will not last indefinitely. The Day of Judgement must come, with every member of the human race accountable. But the day of salvation is still here: ‘Whoever is thirsty, let him come; and whoever wishes, let him take the free gift of the water of life’ (22:17). The invitation to ‘Come!’ is issued jointly by the ‘Spirit and the bride [i.e. the Church]’. 6. A stimulus to worship Revelation is full of worship, sung and shouted by many voices. There are 11 major songs, which have inspired many other hymns down the ages, from Handel’s Messiah to the ‘Battle Hymn of the Republic’ (‘Mine eyes have seen the glory of the coming of the Lord’). Worship is directed towards God and the Lamb, not the Spirit; and never to the angels. ‘Therefore, with angels and archangels, we laud and magnify your holy name …’ 7. An antidote to worldliness It is so easy to be ‘earthly minded’. As William Wordsworth reminds us: The world is too much with us, late and soon, getting and spending, we lay waste our powers, little we see in Nature that is ours. Revelation teaches us to think more about our eternal home than a temporary ‘Ideal Home’, more about our new resurrection body than our old ageing frame. 8. An incentive to godliness God’s will for us is holiness here and happiness hereafter, not vice versa, as many would wish. Holiness is essential if we are going to survive present troubles, overcoming internal temptation and external persecution. Revelation shakes us out of slackness, complacency and indifference by reminding us that God is ‘holy, holy, holy’ (4:8) and that only ‘holy’ people will share in the first resurrection when Jesus returns (20:6). The whole book, but especially the seven letters at the beginning, confirms the principle that ‘without holiness no-one will see the Lord’ (Hebrews 12:14). 9. A preparation for persecution This, of course, is the fundamental purpose for Revelation being written. Its message comes across loud and clear to Christians who are suffering for their faith, encouraging them to ‘endure’ and ‘overcome’, thus keeping their names in the book of life and their inheritance in the new creation. Jesus predicted universal hatred of his followers before the end (Matthew 24:9). So we all need to be prepared. Reader, if this is not already happening in your country, it will certainly come. And so will Jesus, before whom cowards will be ‘shamefully exposed’ (16:15) and condemned to hell (21:8). 10. An understanding of Christ With Revelation, the picture of our Lord and Saviour is completed. Without it, the portrait is unbalanced, even distorted. If the Gospels present him in his role as prophet and the Epistles cover his role as priest, Revelation clarifies his role as King, the King of kings and the Lord of lords. Here is the Christ the world has never seen, yet will one day see; the Christ the Christian sees now by faith and will one day meet in the flesh.   After studying Revelation, no one can ever be quite the same again. Yet its message can be forgotten. That is why its blessing is not just for those who read it, even aloud to others, but for those who ‘keep’ what is written. This means that we ‘take it to heart’ (1:3; New International Version) as well as mind, but also that we put it into practice. ‘Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says’ (James 1:22). [Pawson] /
JOHN: THE APOSTLE OF TESTIMONY If we look in the New Testament we see a natural order and progression of things. Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John discuss the earthly ministry of Jesus Christ. From here we move on to the Acts of the apostles, where we find the birth of the Ekklesia and the continuation of the Good News in the early saints. Then we move on through the letters to the Romans, Corinthians, Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, Thessalonians, Timothy, Titus, Philemon, Hebrews, James, and Peter. The majority of these letters were written to address particular problems or issues as they arose among the early believers, but they lay a foundation for us of things pertaining to Christ, the Ekklesia, and sound doctrine. If we are careful and studious we will notice a shift beginning with 2 Peter. 2 Peter, the letters of John, and the letter of Jude were written much later, after the Ekklesia had been inundated with false brethren, false teachers, false prophets, false apostles, and false doctrines. Peter wrote his second letter after his first letter was rejected. John sums every false and heretical thing up into this one spirit he calls “Antichrist.” Even Jude expresses a desire to write about the common salvation, but is then prompted to write instead concerning false prophets. This represents a fundamental shift from general doctrine to prophetic admonition and warning. The books of the New Testament are not arranged in strict chronological order. Nevertheless, they are arranged in a particular order. First, that which concerns the earthly ministry of Christ; second, the record of the birth and acts of the early Ekklesia; third, the teachings and doctrines of the Ekklesia; and fourth, the warnings against false prophets and teachers, who by now have gained some ground. If we stopped at this point, with Jude, we might conclude that things are being left undone. There is much that goes unanswered. So the last book in the New Testament is the Book of Revelation. This book very appropriately records God’s response to the current situation of heresy in the Ekklesia by calling forth Overcomers. But it goes beyond that to show us the ultimate outcome of God’s dealings with the Ekklesia, with the world, and with satan. It truly brings everything together into one and consummates everything. [Brogden, Chip] / 

THE COMMENTARY
SIGNIFICANT WORDS AND TERMS IN THIS BOOK

· Lamb

· Blood

· Conquer (with derivates about 17 times)

NOTE: Conquering must be understood in the light of Romans 8:37 and its surrounding verses!

Rom 8:37  No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us.

Rev 6:2  And I looked, and behold, a white horse! And its rider had a bow, and a crown was given to him, and he came out conquering, and to conquer. Rev 11:7  And when they have finished their testimony, the beast that rises from the bottomless pit will make war on them and conquer them and kill them, Rev 13:7  Also it was allowed to make war on the saints and to conquer them. And authority was given it over every tribe and people and language and nation, Rev 17:14  They will make war on the Lamb, and the Lamb will conquer them, for he is Lord of lords and King of kings, and those with him are called and chosen and faithful." Rev 2:7  He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To the one who conquers I will grant to eat of the tree of life, which is in the paradise of God.' Rev 2:11  He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. The one who conquers will not be hurt by the second death.' Rev 2:17  He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To the one who conquers I will give some of the hidden manna, and I will give him a white stone, with a new name written on the stone that no one knows except the one who receives it.' Rev 2:26  The one who conquers and who keeps my works until the end, to him I will give authority over the nations, Rev 3:5  The one who conquers will be clothed thus in white garments, and I will never blot his name out of the book of life. I will confess his name before my Father and before his angels. Rev 3:12  The one who conquers, I will make him a pillar in the temple of my God. Never shall he go out of it, and I will write on him the name of my God, and the name of the city of my God, the new Jerusalem, which comes down from my God out of heaven, and my own new name. Rev 3:21  The one who conquers, I will grant him to sit with me on my throne, as I also conquered and sat down with my Father on his throne. Rev 21:7  The one who conquers will have this heritage, and I will be his God and he will be my son. Rev 3:21  The one who conquers, I will grant him to sit with me on my throne, as I also conquered and sat down with my Father on his throne. Rev 5:5  And one of the elders said to me, "Weep no more; behold, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has conquered, so that he can open the scroll and its seven seals." Rev 12:11  And they have conquered him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony, for they loved not their lives even unto death. Rev 15:2  And I saw what appeared to be a sea of glass mingled with fire--and also those who had conquered the beast and its image and the number of its name, standing beside the sea of glass with harps of God in their hands.

CHAPTER ONE

THE GOAL OF SONG OF SONGS AND THE BOOK OF REVELATION: In the last book of the Bible Jesus Himself speaks to the body of people on this earth who are supposed to understand the ultimate goal of devotion to Him and in the very first church that He addresses He says that they have somehow lost the goal of everything...First Love (Rev. 2:4)! The entire book of Revelation is a commentary on Psalm 2...kiss the Son lest He be angry! Judgment begins at the house of God, therefore Jesus begins with His churches. Are they really "kissing the Son" and thus producing fruit? Then He moves on to the world and their lack of response to God's invitation, 'Kiss the Son' [AT] /
REVELATION 1V1-8
Rev 1:1  The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave him to show to his servants the things that must soon take place. He made it known by sending his angel to his servant John,

Rev. 1v1-8: AS: Give full ATTENTION to this Revelation thas was meant to put you on ALERT and make of you an ATTENTIVE PRIEST in the KINGDOM. FOCUS your heart entirely on JESUS and His redemptive work and return to this earth. 1. John introduces his Revelation by unveiling its Source, its intermediaries and its final recipients. This is meant to bring us to a most solemn mood with regards to the reception of the last book of the Bible, the consummation of all God's communication with man. It came from the Father, to the Son, via an angel, to John, and finally to the 'servants of God'. Note the recurrence of the number seven. Note also the urgency of rapid fulfillment in v1 and 3.  V2 is very interesting (study). The Rev. is very clearly stated as being a prophecy and with the reading, hearing and keeping of it comes a blessing from God. John gives the normal apostolic greeting of the letters, but it is a very complete and elaborate Trinitarian greeting. He then focuses on Jesus, who He is and what He has done for us. Note in v6 that forgiveness is unto a kingdom purpose. We are meant to serve as priests. There is profound theology and doxology in this portion, mixed together. John ends the intro by emphasising the return of the King to this earth. It will be 'with the clouds' and it will be visible to all. Its effect will be a worldwide wailing, apparently because of the rejection of this King who now is evident to all as the Lamb-King. 2. The Revelation given to Jesus by the Father via and angel, via John for us who have been made a kingdom of priests, those who should take note of the soon coming of the King. 3. A TD should take diligent notice of this book. We should note the blessing enjoined here. We should be aware of the urgency of the return of Jesus in the light of the Christ Epoch. We should note especially our obligation and duties as king-priests of God in the light of the Apocalypse! We should be absolutely awed by the Trinitarian revelation. We should frame all our theology within the apocalyptic character of the Christ Epoch. We should never lose this prophetic edge in our preaching, teaching and discipleship! 4. I have not paid sufficient attention to the book of Revelation. I need to especially think about my 24/7 life as a priest serving with apocalyptic vision and in an apocalyptic setting. What does this mean exactly, in terms of daily life? 5. Read Revelation regularly and pay attention to its commands and promises. 6. Dear Father, forgive me for not paying enough attention to this most precious revelation given to John for us. I realise that I need to read it as a personal communication from Your heart to me as Your very own adopted child. Please influence my heart by Your Spirit unto a prophetic edge for priestly ministry in Your kingdom here and now. Enable me to live daily in the light of Your presence and the things that are coming in the consummation, the City of gold! [AT] /

NB ISAIAH 24-35 is fulfilled in the book of Revelation. Read it as a background to Revelation. / This last book of the Bible is ‘the revelation of Jesus Christ’ (1:1). The genitive (‘of’) can be understood in two ways: It is from him or about him. Perhaps the double meaning is intended. Either way he is central to its message. If the theme is the end of the world, he is ‘the end’, as he was ‘the beginning’ (22:13). God’s plan is ‘to bring all things in heaven and on earth together under one head, even Christ’ (Ephesians 1:10). The prologue and epilogue both focus on his return to planet earth (1:7; 22:20). The hinge on which future history swings from getting worse to getting better is that second coming (19:11–16). It is ‘this same Jesus’ (Acts 1:11) who will return. He is the Lamb of God who came the first time to take away ‘the sin of the world’ (John 1:29). Throughout Revelation the Lamb looks ‘as if it had been slain’ (5:6). Presumably the scars will still be visible on his head, side, back, hands and feet (John 20:25–27). There are frequent reminders that he shed his blood to redeem human beings of every type (5:9; 7:14; 12:11). [Pawson] / Read four views of Revelation for commentary./ 
Rev 1:2  who bore witness to the word of God and to the testimony of Jesus Christ, even to all that he saw.

Rev 1:3  Blessed is the one who reads aloud the words of this prophecy, and blessed are those who hear, and who keep what is written in it, for the time is near.

Rev 1:4  John to the seven churches that are in Asia: Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to come, and from the seven spirits who are before his throne,

3v1, 4v5, 5v6, Zec. 3v9, 4v10 /

Rev 1:5  and from Jesus Christ the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of kings on earth. To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood

Eph. 3v19 / He not only delivered us, but He truly LOVES us! / 

Rev 1:6  and made us a kingdom, priests to his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.

1 Pet. 2v9 / ...formed us into a kingdom..' comes through a people. / 

Rev 1:7  Behold, he is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see him, even those who pierced him, and all tribes of the earth will wail on account of him. Even so. Amen.

Rev 1:8  "I am the Alpha and the Omega," says the Lord God, "who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty."
REVELATION 1V9-20
Rev 1:9  I, John, your brother and partner in the tribulation and the kingdom and the patient endurance that are in Jesus, was on the island called Patmos on account of the word of God and the testimony of Jesus.

Rev 1:10  I was in the Spirit on the Lord's day, and I heard behind me a loud voice like a trumpet

This book, that describes the consummation of all things, opens with a vision of the resurrected Christ.  He is standing in the midst of the churches.  This clearly shows forth the focus of our Lord.  His eyes are on His churches.  This is the place of His glory and this was the heavenly vision that animated the apostles.  God's holy Ark is here and this is the place He is more jealous over than any other. / Revelation is firstly a book of Christ, secondly a book of the church, and thirdly a book of God’s economy. W. Lee /

Rev 1:11  saying, "Write what you see in a book and send it to the seven churches, to Ephesus and to Smyrna and to Pergamum and to Thyatira and to Sardis and to Philadelphia and to Laodicea."
Rev 1:12  Then I turned to see the voice that was speaking to me, and on turning I saw seven golden lampstands,

Rev 1:13  and in the midst of the lampstands one like a son of man, clothed with a long robe and with a golden sash around his chest.

Revelation 1:13b-16 - .... 'like a Son of Man' (DANIEL 7:13). He (Christ, now described in essentially Old Testament priestly terms) was dressed in a long robe with a golden girdle around his breast; his head and his hair were white as snow-white wool, his eyes blazed like fire, and his feet shone as the finest bronze glows in the furnace. His voice had the sound of a great waterfall, and I saw that in his right hand he held seven stars. A sharp two-edged sword came out of his mouth, and his face was ablaze like the sun at its height. /
Rev 1:14  The hairs of his head were white, like white wool, like snow. His eyes were like a flame of fire,

Rev 1:15  his feet were like burnished bronze, refined in a furnace, and his voice was like the roar of many waters.

When this other side of Christ was revealed to John, he “fell at His feet as though dead.” At the Last Supper, John had leaned on the Lord’s breast and eaten dinner with Him. In this context, however, he can do nothing but collapse at His feet. 

Rev 1:16  In his right hand he held seven stars, from his mouth came a sharp two-edged sword, and his face was like the sun shining in full strength.

Rev 1:17  When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. But he laid his right hand on me, saying, "Fear not, I am the first and the last,
Rev 1:18  and the living one. I died, and behold I am alive forevermore, and I have the keys of Death and Hades.
Isa. 22v22 /

Rev 1:19  Write therefore the things that you have seen, those that are and those that are to take place after this.
Rev 1:20  As for the mystery of the seven stars that you saw in my right hand, and the seven golden lampstands, the seven stars are the angels of the seven churches, and the seven lampstands are the seven churches.
CHAPTER TWO

REVELATION 2V1-11
JESUS ASSESSES CHURCH LIFE

WHAT IS HE LOOKING FOR?

· Good works, toil, patient endurance
· No tolerance for those who are evil
· Discernment and testing false apostles and leaders
· Willing to suffer for the sake of His name
· Not growing weary in suffering
· Hating the works of the Nicolaitans
· Having ears to hear what the Spirit is saying!
· Being spiritually rich in the midst of tribulation and material poverty
· Not fearing suffering, tests, and tribulations
· Faithfulness unto death
· Conquering all the negative things for His name's sake
· Holding fast His name 
· Holding fast what you have and what you have attained
· Keeping His works until the end (abiding)
· Not denying faith in Him
· Works ever increasing, spiritual growth, love, faith, service, patient endurance
· Waking up and strengthening what remains and is about to die
· Remembering what we received and heard, and keeping it safe. Repenting of spiritual negligence
· Be awake, alert, and watching always!
· Keeping our garments unsoiled
· Keeping His Word and not denying His Name even with limited power
· Keeping His word about patient endurance
· Holding fast what you have so that no one may seize your crown
· He wants us to love His coming and His rewards and to take a firm hold of His matchless promises
· Buying from Jesus gold refined by fire, white garments, and salve to anoint our eyes that we may see.
· Zealousness, repentance, and opening the door for Him to have sweet fellowship with us 
· Hearing His voice and responding with obedience
· Conquering!
· Having ears to hear!
WHAT IS HE WARNING ABOUT?

· Loss of first love

· Lack of repentance

· The teaching of Balaam: idolatry and sexual immorality (twice)

· The teaching of the Nicolaitans (authoritarianism)

· Toleration of Jezebel and false prophets and prophecies

· False teaching..the deep things of Satan

· A form of life and godliness, yet being dead spiritually

· Incomplete works in the sight of God

· False religion...the synagogue of Satan

· Lukewarmness and works done with a lukewarm heart

· Thinking and saying that we are rich and prosperous, when we are in fact wretched, pitiable, poor, blind, and naked.

TO HIM WHO CONQUERS!  This (Rev. 2-3) is a most important portion of Scripture given to us directly by the Head of the Church, the Commander of the Army of God on earth.  We are called up to endure and to conquer!  We are called upon to ‘stand up and fight’!  This must be read in the light of portions like 1 Cor. 9v24-27 and 2 Tim. 2 where Paul uses the examples of athletes, soldiers and farmers to awaken Timothy to the true nature of the Christian walk. “It is by faith and patience (endurance) that we inherit the promises of God”.  Read also Hebrews 11 in this light.  We must never give up! Western Christianity is very weak and apathetic.  It is actually pathetic!  We need to recover the strong grace-backbone of the Gospel.  We completely misinterpret the meaning of grace.  It is not the cheap and weak thing we have made it.  Jesus Himself conquered with loud prayers and tears like drops of blood.  We are called upon to follow in His foosteps. Our battle is not against other people (Eph. 6v12), but against satan, against our own flesh (self-love) and against the constant invasion of the world system that is used by satan to try and penetrate our hearts and draw us into its deadly atmosphere. [AT] / 
Rev 2:1  "To the angel of the church in Ephesus write: 'The words of him who holds the seven stars in his right hand, who walks among the seven golden lampstands.
COMPLETENESS OF THE MESSAGES TO THE 7 CHURCHES: It is amazing to note that every message to every church in Rev. 2 and 3 is a complete microcosm of the entire NT structure. Firstly there is a statement of a specific characteristic of Jesus and because we are 'in Him' this represents our position and identity before the Father. Then there is a statement concerning our existential condition, followed by warning and command. Finally there is a promise connected to obedience and overcoming. Because of Who Jesus Is we have the power and wisdom to overcome any situation and we may be sure there will be great reward. So there is in each of these messages: 1) position 2) condition 3) warning 4) command 5) promise 6) reward. This is marvelous, and thus we see the perfection of God's Word and His ways with us. We need to heed this 'structure' of the communication of the HS, lest we are led astray by a reductionistic approach to the Bible. [AT] / 

Pattern: Attribute of Christ - Encouragement - Critique and Warning - Promise attached to a condition / See the EXCELLENT COMMENTARY BY AUSTIN SPARKS on Revelation 2 and 3 in his book "His Great Love" chapters 6 and 7. / 
Rev 2:2  "'I know your works, your toil and your patient endurance, and how you cannot bear with those who are evil, but have tested those who call themselves apostles and are not, and found them to be false.
WERKE in Openbaring: Revelation 2:2  Ek ken jou werke en jou arbeid en jou lydsaamheid, en dat jy slegte mense nie kan verdra nie; en dat jy dié op die proef gestel het wat sê dat hulle apostels is en dit nie is nie, en hulle leuenaars bevind het; 2:5  Onthou dan waarvandaan jy uitgeval het, en bekeer jou en doen die eerste werke. Anders kom Ek gou na jou toe en sal jou kandelaar van sy plek verwyder as jy jou nie bekeer nie. 2:6  Maar dit het jy, dat jy die werke van die Nikolaïete haat, wat Ek ook haat. 2:9  Ek ken jou werke en verdrukking en armoede maar jy is ryk en die lastering van die wat sê dat hulle Jode is en dit nie is nie, maar ‘n sinagoge van die Satan. 2:13  Ek ken jou werke en die plek waar jy woon, waar die troon van die Satan is. En jy hou vas aan my Naam en het die geloof in My nie verloën nie, selfs in die dae waarin Antipas my getroue getuie was, wat gedood is by julle waar die Satan woon. 2:19  Ek ken jou werke en liefde en diens en geloof en jou lydsaamheid en jou werke, en dat die laaste meer is as die eerste. 2:22  Kyk, Ek werp haar neer op ‘n siekbed, en die wat met haar owerspel bedryf, in ‘n groot verdrukking, as hulle hul nie van hul werke bekeer nie. 2:23  En haar kinders sal Ek sekerlik doodmaak, en al die gemeentes sal weet dat dit Ek is wat niere en harte deursoek, en Ek sal aan elkeen van julle gee volgens sy werke. 2:26  En aan hom wat oorwin en my werke tot die einde toe bewaar, sal Ek mag oor die nasies gee, 3:1  En skryf aan die engel van die gemeente in Sardis: Dít sê Hy wat die sewe Geeste van God en die sewe sterre het: Ek ken jou werke, dat jy die naam het dat jy leef en jy is dood. 3:2  Wees wakker en versterk die wat oorbly, wat op die punt staan om te sterwe, want Ek het jou werke nie volkome voor God gevind nie. 3:8  Ek ken jou werke. Kyk, Ek het voor jou ‘n geopende deur gegee, en niemand kan dit sluit nie, want jy het min krag en jy het my woord bewaar en my Naam nie verloën nie. 3:15  Ek ken jou werke, dat jy nie koud is en ook nie warm nie. Was jy tog maar koud of warm! 9:20  En die orige mense wat deur hierdie plae nie gedood is nie, het hulle nie bekeer van die werke van hul hande, om die duiwels te aanbid, of die afgode van goud en silwer en koper en klip en hout wat nie kan sien of hoor of loop nie. 14:13  En ek het ‘n stem uit die hemel aan my hoor sê: Skryf salig is van nou af die dode wat in die Here sterwe. Ja, sê die Gees, sodat hulle kan rus van hul arbeid, en hulle werke volg met hulle. 15:3  En hulle het die lied gesing van Moses, die dienskneg van God, en die lied van die Lam, en gesê: Groot en wonderlik is u werke, Here God, Almagtige; regverdig en waaragtig is u weë, o Koning van die heiliges!16:11  en hulle het die God van die hemel gelaster oor hulle pyne en oor hulle swere, en het hulle nie bekeer van hul werke nie. 18:6  Vergeld haar soos sy ook julle vergeld het, en verdubbel dit vir haar volgens haar werke. Skink vir haar dubbel in die beker waarin sy geskink het. 20:12  En ek het die dode, klein en groot, voor God sien staan, en die boeke is geopen; en ‘n ander boek, die boek van die lewe, is geopen. En die dode is geoordeel na wat in die boeke geskryf is, volgens hulle werke. 20:13  En die see het die dode gegee wat daarin was, en die dood en die doderyk het die dode gegee wat daarin was; en hulle is geoordeel, elkeen volgens sy werke. / 
Rev 2:3  I know you are enduring patiently and bearing up for my name's sake, and you have not grown weary.
Rev 2:4  But I have this against you, that you have abandoned the love you had at first.
"First love" - first in priority. See Col. 1v10b & Phil 3v8-10 / We need to remember Who is speaking here. It is the Beloved of Song of Songs. There is a reason why the first admonition in this catalogue of discipline of the churches is the call to return to first love. Is this possibly the root of all the other problems in the churches? [AT] / DIE HOOFOORSAAK VAN ONGEHOORSAAMHEID Die hoofoorsaak van ongehoorsaamheid in ‘n ware dissipel se lewe is verkoelde liefde teenoor Jesus. Johannes sê in sy eerste brief, "Die liefde vir God bestaan dan daarin dat ons sy gebooie gehoorsaam. Sy gebooie is ook nie moeilik om te gehoorsaam nie" (1 Joh. 5:3). Liefde maak 'n las lig, niks anders nie.  "Jakob het toe sewe jaar gewerk vir Ragel, en dit was vir hom soos 'n paar dae, want hy het haar liefgehad." Genesis 29:20  Moenie die oorsaak vir ‘n ongehoorsame lewe vireers op ander plekke soek nie. Die hoofoorsaak is sonder enige twyfel liefde vir Jesus wat getaan het.  Moenie net die simptome behandel nie, gaan na die oorsaak.  Begin daar. Keer terug na jou “eerste liefde” (Openb. 2:4-5) en daar sal weer sin en orde in jou lewe wees. Ons is herskep om in alles te leef vanuit ons primêre verhouding, ons verhouding met Jesus. [AT] / This love is not either love for Christ or love for the brethren, it is both.  As is proven throughout the NT the two may never be separated, even though love for Christ is first in priority and importance.  See for instance 1 Tim. 1:5, John 21:15-23, Gal. 5, and many passages in John's gospel and epistles.    Consider also that in this book that contains the consummation of divine revelation only the church in Philadelphia (brotherly love) was fully approved by the Beloved. / 
Rev 2:5  Remember therefore from where you have fallen; repent, and do the works you did at first. If not, I will come to you and remove your lampstand from its place, unless you repent.
The 'works you did at first must be related to the first love in verse 4 (motive). [AT] / The HS will make you a lampstand by you first love (firsthand) relationship with Me. If you lose this your lampstand is removed because you have no testimony left, even though you may still have lots of knowledge, experience, influence with people, etc. Cf. 2 Cor. 11v3 /
Rev 2:6  Yet this you have: you hate the works of the Nicolaitans, which I also hate.
We are commended for hating what God hates! [AT] / At the end of this age the Nicolaitan spirit is going to be severely judged by God. The flesh much prefers to trust in princes. It is much easier to trust in 'leaders' than to put your trust in Christ. Leaders can be seen and heard with physical eyes and ears. Christ must be seen with spiritual eyes and ears. The former requires no faith, the latter only faith. God only acknowledges leaders who point people towards Christ as the ONE SUPREME LEADER AND LORD OF ALL (Mt. 23v1-12). The gauntlet is falling in slow motion towards the earth; watch it friends as it slowly glides towards terra firma from the eternal realm. When that gauntlet touches earth the time of God's patience will be over and God is going to come down on the Babylonian system of human government in the church, that religious spirit, that 'angel of light' that 'sits in the temple of God, proclaiming himself to be God'. That spirit of antiChrist that replaces Christ and purports to have the authority to 'rule' God's people. That usurping, humanistic abomination that takes liberties with the Bride of Christ and thinks that its arrogance will never be judged by THE ETERNAL ONE WHO SITS HIGH ABOVE ALL HUMAN AUTHORITY. Only those who act in the spirit and attitude of Paul of old who had only one ambition and that was to present saints to ONE MAN as a pure virgin, will escape the coming judgment.  [AT] / The more likely explanation of "Nicolaitan" is found in the meaning of the word itself. "Nico," in Greek, is "to rule over or conquer," and "lait" is "the common people," the laity. What Christ is really referring to is the practices and teachings of the clergy who lord it over a congregation of saints and who have unwittingly placed themselves under their "care." He is referring to people who turn their lifestyle of "ministry" to the saints into a position whereby they can exercise power and authority over others. This is completely contrary to Jesus' strong statement, "You know that those who are considered rulers over the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great ones exercise authority over them. Yet it shall not be so among you..." ( Mk. 10:42-43 , also see Mt. 20:25-25; top ) His strong "it shall not be so among you" is much more consistent with His strong "which I also hate" than is equating the Nicolaitans with the licentious followers of Nicolas of Antioch, a sub-sect almost entirely forgotten in church history. From there, it is no mean feat to conclude that Ignatius of Antioch is simply church history's first recorded Nicolaitan, being the first known proponent of elevating the episkopas over the presbuteros. If it were not for his celebrated martyrdom (which later appealed to the many superstitious types who venerated the fallen saints), perhaps his erroneous views would not have been given the weight they were given by later writers and leaders - except perhaps by the power-hungry popes and would-be popes of Rome who used any writing they could find to justify their position of power, prestige and authority. And if there had been the emphasis then that there is now on historical authenticity, Ignatius' writings might have been dismissed entirely. How different our practice of Christianity would be if that were so! [Neil Girrard: paidion website] / 
Rev 2:7  He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To the one who conquers I will grant to eat of the tree of life, which is in the paradise of God.'
AT Link: Romans 8:37 /  OVERCOME IN THE NT:  Joh 1:5  The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. Luk 11:22  but when one stronger than he attacks him and overcomes him, he takes away his armor in which he trusted and divides his spoil. 2Pe 2:19  They promise them freedom, but they themselves are slaves of corruption. For whatever overcomes a person, to that he is enslaved. 1Jn 5:4  For everyone who has been born of God overcomes the world. And this is the victory that has overcome the world--our faith. 1Jn 5:5  Who is it that overcomes the world except the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God? Joh 16:33  I have said these things to you, that in me you may have peace. In the world you will have tribulation. But take heart; I have overcome the world." Rom 12:21  Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 2Pe 2:20  For if, after they have escaped the defilements of the world through the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, they are again entangled in them and overcome, the last state has become worse for them than the first. 1Jn 2:13  I am writing to you, fathers, because you know him who is from the beginning. I am writing to you, young men, because you have overcome the evil one. I write to you, children, because you know the Father. 1Jn 2:14  I write to you, fathers, because you know him who is from the beginning. I write to you, young men, because you are strong, and the word of God abides in you, and you have overcome the evil one. 1Jn 4:4  Little children, you are from God and have overcome them, for he who is in you is greater than he who is in the world. 1Jn 5:4  For everyone who has been born of God overcomes the world. And this is the victory that has overcome the world--our faith. / WHO ARE THE OVERCOMERS?: Who are the 'overcomers' in the book of Revelation? They are those who have fought the battle on the right front, devotion to Jesus and consequent love for the brothers.. They have fought through all distractions and have reached the goal of Phil. 3...'To know Him' and to continue to pursue even deeper into God. [AT] / OORWINNING IN DIE OORWINNAAR  Jesus is die groot Oorwinnaar van die Koninkryk.  Hy het oorwin deur Sy gehoorsaamheid “tot die dood toe, ja, die dood van die kruis” (Fil. 2:8).  Hy het “die wêreld oorwin” (Joh. 16:33) deur alles wat die satan hom mee wou versoek teë te staan en die Vader se wil te kies in elke situasie waarmee Hy gekonfronteer is.  Hy het getriomfeer oor die sonde, die dood en die graf.  Hy het opgestaan uit die dode en Hy het “die owerhede en magte uitgeklee en hulle in die openbaar tentoongestel” (Kol. 2:15).   In Openbaring 2 en 3 roep Jesus egter keer op keer die heiliges in Sy gemeentes op om te oorwin: “Wie ‘n oor het, laat hom hoor wat die Gees aan die gemeentes sê. Aan hom wat oorwin, sal Ek gee om te eet van die boom van die lewe wat binne in die paradys van God is” (Openbaring 2:7).  Hierdie oproep word telkens gerig aan elkeen van die sewe gemeentes wat Jesus aanspreek in die boek Openbaring.  Maar die vraag is, hoe moet ons oorwin?  Dit is uiters belangrik om te verstaan dat Jesus baie meer vir ons is as net ‘n voorbeeld van oorwinning.  Hy ís ons oorwinning.  Ons oorwin in die Oorwinnaar.  Dit is net deur in Hom te bly (Joh. 15:5), d.w.s. in Sý oorwinning, in Sý gehoorsaamheid, in Sý dood en opstanding, dat ons kan oorwin.  Ons oorwin nie deur ons eie vasberadenheid of wilskrag nie.  Die oorwinning wat ons opgeroep word om in te leef, is ‘n geloofsoorwinning.  Ons glo in die krag en oorwinning van Christus wat nou in ons leef en dít, dit alleen, is die oorwinning.  Die oorwinning is Sy liefde, Sy krag, Sy wysheid, Sy sagmoedigheid in ons wat in geloof deur ons sigbaar word. “Julle is uit God, my kinders, en het hulle oorwin, omdat Hy wat in julle is, groter is as hy wat in die wêreld is.” 1 Johannes 4:4  [AT] / REVELATION—NOTE ON 2:7 one who conquers. According to John’s own definition, to be an overcomer is to be a Christian (see note on 1 John 5:4; cf. Rev. 2:11, 17, 26; 3:5, 12, 21). [MacArthur] /
Rev 2:8  "And to the angel of the church in Smyrna write: 'The words of the first and the last, who died and came to life.
Rev 2:9  "'I know your tribulation and your poverty (but you are rich) and the slander of those who say that they are Jews and are not, but are a synagogue of Satan.
2Co_6:10 / Rich in the Lord! /Not all that are of Israel are Israel Rom. 9v6 /
Rev 2:10  Do not fear what you are about to suffer. Behold, the devil is about to throw some of you into prison, that you may be tested, and for ten days you will have tribulation. Be faithful unto death, and I will give you the crown of life.
Sien NLB / Here is the Lord's comfort in times of persecution. / 

Rev 2:11  He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. The one who conquers will not be hurt by the second death.'
REVELATION 2V12-29
Rev 2:12  "And to the angel of the church in Pergamum write: 'The words of him who has the sharp two-edged sword.
Rev 2:13  "'I know where you dwell, where Satan's throne is. Yet you hold fast my name, and you did not deny my faith even in the days of Antipas my faithful witness, who was killed among you, where Satan dwells.
Rev 2:14  But I have a few things against you: you have some there who hold the teaching of Balaam, who taught Balak to put a stumbling block before the sons of Israel, so that they might eat food sacrificed to idols and practice sexual immorality.
Rev 2:15  So also you have some who hold the teaching of the Nicolaitans.
Rev 2:16  Therefore repent. If not, I will come to you soon and war against them with the sword of my mouth.
Rev 2:17  He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To the one who conquers I will give some of the hidden manna, and I will give him a white stone, with a new name written on the stone that no one knows except the one who receives it.'
Rev 2:18  "And to the angel of the church in Thyatira write: 'The words of the Son of God, who has eyes like a flame of fire, and whose feet are like burnished bronze.

Rev 2:19  "'I know your works, your love and faith and service and patient endurance, and that your latter works exceed the first.
Rev 2:20  But I have this against you, that you tolerate that woman Jezebel, who calls herself a prophetess and is teaching and seducing my servants to practice sexual immorality and to eat food sacrificed to idols.
Rev 2:21  I gave her time to repent, but she refuses to repent of her sexual immorality.
God always gives time to repent! [AT] /

Rev 2:22  Behold, I will throw her onto a sickbed, and those who commit adultery with her I will throw into great tribulation, unless they repent of her works,
Rev 2:23  and I will strike her children dead. And all the churches will know that I am he who searches mind and heart, and I will give to each of you according to your works.
Vgl. 2v26 /
Rev 2:24  But to the rest of you in Thyatira, who do not hold this teaching, who have not learned what some call the deep things of Satan, to you I say, I do not lay on you any other burden.
Rev 2:25  Only hold fast what you have until I come.
Rev 2:26  The one who conquers and who keeps my works until the end, to him I will give authority over the nations,
Joh_6:29, / Our works are just a reflection of His works. When we 'keep His works' by faith, i.e. 'abide in Christ' we spontaneously do works pleasing to Him. [AT] / Jesus se werke deur ons, nie ons eie nie! Soos Jesus ook gesê het dit is die Vader in Hom wat die werke doen.  Hierdie is die sleutel tot die sewe briewe aan die sewe gemeentes. /
Rev 2:27  AND HE WILL RULE THEM WITH A ROD OF IRON, AS WHEN EARTHEN POTS ARE BROKEN IN PIECES, even as I myself have received authority from my Father.

(PSALM 2:9). / Ek dink die link tussen Psalm 2:9 en Openbaring 2:26-27 en 12:5 is belangrik.  Psalm 2:9 verwys obviously na Jesus, maar Openb. 2:26-27 na die overcomers.  So wie is dit dan wat heers? Miskien die overcomers wat saam met Jesus heers.  Dalk is dit die punt wat WL wil maak. Vergelyk dan ook Efes. 1:19-23.  [AT] /

Rev 2:28  And I will give him the morning star.
Rev 2:29  He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.'
CHAPTER THREE

REVELATION 3V1-13
Rev 3:1  "And to the angel of the church in Sardis write: 'The words of him who has the seven spirits of God and the seven stars. "'I know your works. You have the reputation of being alive, but you are dead.
DIE 'KERKMASJIEN': “…Ek weet dat julle die naam het dat julle lewe, en tog is julle dood.” Openb. 3:1 (NAV) Hy soek sy petrol, sy olie, en sy dienste. Hoe groter hy word, hoe meer tyd neem hy in beslag. Hy het nie lewe nie en gee nie lewe nie, maar hy belowe so baie. Hy is gemaak om in gery te word, maar voor jy jou kom kry is hy in beheer en doen hý die rywerk. Sy slagoffers tel in die duisende. Sy wiele het al baie dissipels van Jesus raakgetrap. Pasop vir die 'kerkmasjien'! Die gemeente van Jesus is ‘n organisme wat gebruik maak van organisasie. Wanneer die organisasie mense begin misbruik om homself te bevoordeel en laat groei, het dit ‘n gruwel en ‘n onding geword. [AT] / 
Rev 3:2  Wake up, and strengthen what remains and is about to die, for I have not found your works complete in the sight of my God.
Vgl. 2v26. Hierdie onvolkome werke was hulle eie, nie die van Jesus nie. Net menslike werke kan sterwe. /

Rev 3:3  Remember, then, what you received and heard. Keep it, and repent. If you will not wake up, I will come like a thief, and you will not know at what hour I will come against you.
Aah, hier is die sleutel...geloof in Jesus se werke. Kol. 2v6 / BEWAAR die Woord! /

Rev 3:4  Yet you have still a few names in Sardis, people who have not soiled their garments, and they will walk with me in white, for they are worthy.
Many of the people were defiling themselves by compromising with sin (2 Cor. 6:14–18; James 1:27). /

Rev 3:5  The one who conquers will be clothed thus in white garments, and I will never blot his name out of the book of life. I will confess his name before my Father and before his angels.
Rev 3:6  He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.'
Rev 3:7  "And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write: 'The words of the holy one, the true one, WHO HAS THE KEY OF DAVID, WHO OPENS AND NO ONE WILL SHUT, WHO SHUTS AND NO ONE OPENS.
(ISAIAH 22v22, Luke 1v32.  The key of David has to do in this context with the heart of David.  God is restoring the house of David in our time and it will be done through First Love and nothing else!  It is very significant that the key of David is spoken of when Philadelphia is addressed. /

Rev 3:8  "'I know your works. Behold, I have set before you an open door, which no one is able to shut. I know that you have but little power, and yet you have kept my word and have not denied my name.
Rev 3:9  Behold, I will make those of the synagogue of Satan who say that they are Jews and are not, but lie--behold, I will make them come and bow down before your feet and they will learn that I have loved you.

Rev 3:10  Because you have kept my word about patient endurance, I will keep you from the hour of trial that is coming on the whole world, to try those who dwell on the earth.
Rev 3:11  I am coming soon. Hold fast what you have, so that no one may seize your crown.
We have to be determined to hold on to our crown! [AT] /

Rev 3:12  The one who conquers, I will make him a pillar in the temple of my God. Never shall he go out of it, and I will write on him the name of my God, and the name of the city of my God, the new Jerusalem, which comes down from my God out of heaven, and my own new name.
Rev 3:13  He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.'

REVELATION 3V14-22
Rev 3:14  "And to the angel of the church in Laodicea write: 'The words of the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the beginning of God's creation.
Rev 3:15  "'I know your works: you are neither cold nor hot. Would that you were either cold or hot!
Rev 3:16  So, because you are lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold, I will spit you out of my mouth.
Rev 3:17  For you say, I am rich, I have prospered, and I need nothing, not realizing that you are wretched, pitiable, poor, blind, and naked.

WANNEER JESUS PRAAT MET SY GEMEENTES "Want jy sê: Ek is ryk en het verryk geword en het aan niks gebrek nie; en jy weet nie dat dit jy is wat ellendig en beklaenswaardig en arm en blind en naak is nie. Ek raai jou aan om van My te koop goud wat deur vuur gelouter is, sodat jy kan ryk word; en wit klere, dat jy jou kan aantrek en die skande van jou naaktheid nie openbaar word nie; en salf om jou oë te salf, sodat jy kan sien. Almal wat Ek liefhet, bestraf en tugtig Ek. Wees dan ywerig en bekeer jou." Openbaring 3:17-19 In Openbaring 2 en 3 sien ons dat Jesus 'n baie spesifieke boodskap vir elk van sewe van Sy gemeentes van die tyd gee. Dit is nie net vir ons opgeskryf om kennis op te doen van Jesus se lering oor verskillende aspekte van gemeentes se bestaan op aarde nie. Dit is ook vir ons neergepen sodat ons akuut bewus kan wees van die feit dat Jesus vandag nog intiem betrokke is by elkeen van Sy gemeentes en dat Hy deur sy Woord en Gees lewende inspraak wil gee. Hy weet wat ons ware geestelike kondisie is en Hy het 'n bepaalde boodskap vir ons as ons net wil luister! Is ons oop en ontvanklik vir die stem van Jesus of is ons vasgevang in menslike tradisies, vormgodsdiens en 'n bloot akademiese omgang met die Skrifte? [AT] / 
Rev 3:18  I counsel you to buy from me gold refined by fire, so that you may be rich, and white garments so that you may clothe yourself and the shame of your nakedness may not be seen, and salve to anoint your eyes, so that you may see.

Cf. Mt. 25v11, Col. 2v3, and 1 Cor. 1-2. / Jesus se werke moet "gekoop" word! /  This verse makes it clear that even though all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge are in Christ it is possible for disciples of Jesus to become blind because of worldly wisdom and a failure to be renewed in the spirit of our minds. [AT] / These arrogant Christians who thought they were rich were in need of three things: Knowledge of God's character (gold), righteousness, and enlightened eyes to see the Christ-life.  Hence life and light.  Life through the cross (‘fire’), and light as a result…see 1 Cor. 2. [AT] / 
Rev 3:19  Those whom I love, I reprove and discipline, so be zealous and repent.
Heb. 12 / I correct and discipline everyone I love. Take this seriously, and change the way you think and act. (Revelation 3:19 GWT)  /
Rev 3:20  Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and eat with him, and he with me.
I stand: Son_5:2-4; Luk_12:36 /The Greek verb deipnevw, translated “dine” or “sup” in Revelation 3:20, refers to the daily time that was set apart to eat the main meal. In Luke 14:17 it is called “the dinner hour.” In other words, the Lord’s supreme desire for us is that we would sense the need to have a daily “dinner hour” spending time with Him. / When He says, "If anyone hears My voice," He is saying, "I spoke to you in a whisper, in a still small voice, but you closed your ears to Me by your reasoning mind. Your own self-centered desires deafened and muffled My voice. But now, through discipline, I have secured My goal in your life. You hear My voice and are opening the door, and I am coming into your heart to set up an inner table where we can feast together—you with Me and I with you." / When we think of the well-known picture in Rev. 3v20 of Jesus knocking on the door of a church we are normally focused either on our response or on Jesus entering when we open up. Yet the point of the rebuke is not only that Jesus is standing outside, but that He wants us to enjoy spiritual food with Him. What does this say to the modern church that has so little, if any, appetite for the unsearchable riches of Christ. Churches may even rebuke other churches for not being obedient to Jesus, keeping Him out etc, but the question is, do we have an appetite for Him and are we feasting with Him? Are we allowing Him to nourish and cherish us with eternal riches so that we may be His delight? [AT] / 
Rev 3:21  The one who conquers, I will grant him to sit with me on my throne, as I also conquered and sat down with my Father on his throne.
To him who overcomes I will give the privilege of sitting down with Me on My throne, as I also have overcome and have sat down with My Father on His throne. (Revelation 3:21 WNT) /
Rev 3:22  He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.'"
Anyone with ears to hear must listen to the Spirit and understand what He is saying. (Revelation 3:22 NLT) /
CHAPTER FOUR

REVELATION 4V1-11
Rev 4:1  After this I looked, and behold, a door standing open in heaven! And the first voice, which I had heard speaking to me like a trumpet, said, "Come up here, and I will show you what must take place after this."
I saw a door standing open in heaven, and... the voice said, “Come up here, and I will show you....” (Revelation 4:1 NLT) /

Rev 4:2  At once I was in the Spirit, and behold, a throne stood in heaven, with one seated on the throne.

Rev 4:3  And he who sat there had the appearance of jasper and carnelian, and around the throne was a rainbow that had the appearance of an emerald.

Rev 4:4  Around the throne were twenty-four thrones, and seated on the thrones were twenty-four elders, clothed in white garments, with golden crowns on their heads.

Rev 4:5  From the throne came flashes of lightning, and rumblings and peals of thunder, and before the throne were burning seven torches of fire, which are the seven spirits of God,

Rev 4:6  and before the throne there was as it were a sea of glass, like crystal. And around the throne, on each side of the throne, are FOUR LIVING CREATURES, full of eyes in front and behind:

Revelation 4:6b-8 - On each side, encircling the throne, are four living creatures covered with eyes in front and behind. ... - The four living creatures are similar in appearance to the Cherubim (heavenly angels) of EZEKIEL 1 and 10, and the Seraphim (heavenly beings or attendants) of Isaiah 6 in the Old Testament - /
Rev 4:7  the first living creature like a lion, the second living creature like an ox, the third living creature with the face of a man, and the fourth living creature like an eagle in flight.

Rev 4:8  And the four living creatures, each of them with six wings, are full of eyes all around and within, and day and night they never cease to say, "Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord God Almighty, who was and is and is to come!"

Rev 4:9  And whenever the living creatures give glory and honor and thanks to him who is seated on the throne, who lives forever and ever,

Rev 4:10  the twenty-four elders fall down before him who is seated on the throne and worship him who lives forever and ever. They cast their crowns before the throne, saying,

Rev 4:11  "Worthy are you, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and power, for you created all things, and by your will they existed and were created."

CHAPTER FIVE

REVELATION 5V1-14
Rev 5:1  Then I saw in the right hand of him who was seated on the throne a scroll written within and on the back, sealed with seven seals.

Rev 5:2  And I saw a strong angel proclaiming with a loud voice, "Who is worthy to open the scroll and break its seals?"

Rev 5:3  And no one in heaven or on earth or under the earth was able to open the scroll or to look into it,

Rev 5:4  and I began to weep loudly because no one was found worthy to open the scroll or to look into it.

Rev 5:5  And one of the elders said to me, "Weep no more; behold, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has conquered, so that he can open the scroll and its seven seals."

Rev 5:6  And between the throne and the four living creatures and among the elders I saw a Lamb standing, as though it had been slain, with seven horns and with seven eyes, which are the seven spirits of God sent out into all the earth.

Rev 5:7  And he went and took the scroll from the right hand of him who was seated on the throne.

Rev 5:8  And when he had taken the scroll, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb, each holding a harp, and golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints.

Rev 5:9  And they sang a new song, saying, "Worthy are you to take the scroll and to open its seals, for you were slain, and by your blood you ransomed people for God from every tribe and language and people and nation,

Rev 5:10  and you have made them a kingdom and priests to our God, and they shall reign on the earth."

Rev 5:11  Then I looked, and I heard around the throne and the living creatures and the elders the voice of many angels, numbering myriads of myriads and thousands of thousands,

Rev 5:12  saying with a loud voice, "Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might and honor and glory and blessing!"

Rev 5:13  And I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and in the sea, and all that is in them, saying, "To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be blessing and honor and glory and might forever and ever!"

Rev 5:14  And the four living creatures said, "Amen!" and the elders fell down and worshiped.

CHAPTER SIX

REVELATION 6V1-8
Rev 6:1  Now I watched when the Lamb opened one of the seven seals, and I heard one of the four living creatures say with a voice like thunder, "Come!"

Rev 6:2  And I looked, and behold, a white horse! And its rider had a bow, and a crown was given to him, and he came out conquering, and to conquer.

Rev 6:3  When he opened the second seal, I heard the second living creature say, "Come!"

Rev 6:4  And out came another horse, bright red. Its rider was permitted to take peace from the earth, so that people should slay one another, and he was given a great sword.

This seems to teach that there is a restraining peace of God on the earth somehow. /
Rev 6:5  When he opened the third seal, I heard the third living creature say, "Come!" And I looked, and behold, a black horse! And its rider had a pair of scales in his hand.

Rev 6:6  And I heard what seemed to be a voice in the midst of the four living creatures, saying, "A quart of wheat for a denarius, and three quarts of barley for a denarius, and do not harm the oil and wine!"

Rev 6:7  When he opened the fourth seal, I heard the voice of the fourth living creature say, "Come!"

Rev 6:8  And I looked, and behold, a pale horse! And its rider's name was Death, and Hades followed him. And they were given authority over a fourth of the earth, to kill with sword and with famine and with pestilence and by wild beasts of the earth.

REVELATION 6V9-16
Rev 6:9  When he opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of those who had been slain for the word of God and for the witness they had borne.

Rev 6:10  They cried out with a loud voice, "O Sovereign Lord, holy and true, how long before you will judge and avenge our blood on those who dwell on the earth?"

Rev 6:11  Then they were each given a white robe and told to rest a little longer, until the number of their fellow servants and their brothers should be complete, who were to be killed as they themselves had been.

Rev 6:12  When he opened the sixth seal, I looked, and behold, there was a great earthquake, and the sun became black as sackcloth, the full moon became like blood,

Rev 6:13  and the stars of the sky fell to the earth as the fig tree sheds its winter fruit when shaken by a gale.

Rev 6:14  The sky vanished like a scroll that is being rolled up, and every mountain and island was removed from its place.

Rev 6:15  Then the kings of the earth and the great ones and the generals and the rich and the powerful, and everyone, slave and free, hid themselves in the caves and among the rocks of the mountains,

Rev 6:16  calling to the mountains and rocks, "Fall on us and hide us from the face of him who is seated on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb,

Rev 6:17  for the great day of their wrath has come, and who can stand?"

CHAPTER SEVEN

REVELATION 7V1-8
Rev 7:1  After this I saw four angels standing at the four corners of the earth, holding back the four winds of the earth, that no wind might blow on earth or sea or against any tree.

Rev 7:2  Then I saw another angel ascending from the rising of the sun, with the seal of the living God, and he called with a loud voice to the four angels who had been given power to harm earth and sea,

Rev 7:3  saying, "Do not harm the earth or the sea or the trees, until we have sealed the servants of our God on their foreheads."

Rev 7:4  And I heard the number of the sealed, 144,000, sealed from every tribe of the sons of Israel:

Rev 7:5  12,000 from the tribe of Judah were sealed, 12,000 from the tribe of Reuben, 12,000 from the tribe of Gad,

Rev 7:6  12,000 from the tribe of Asher, 12,000 from the tribe of Naphtali, 12,000 from the tribe of Manasseh,

Rev 7:7  12,000 from the tribe of Simeon, 12,000 from the tribe of Levi, 12,000 from the tribe of Issachar,

Rev 7:8  12,000 from the tribe of Zebulun, 12,000 from the tribe of Joseph, 12,000 from the tribe of Benjamin were sealed.

REVELATION 7V9-17
Rev 7:9  After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could number, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm branches in their hands,

Rev 7:10  and crying out with a loud voice, "Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!"

Rev 7:11  And all the angels were standing around the throne and around the elders and the four living creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God,

Rev 7:12  saying, "Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and might be to our God forever and ever! Amen."

Rev 7:13  Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, "Who are these, clothed in white robes, and from where have they come?"

Rev 7:14  I said to him, "Sir, you know." And he said to me, "These are the ones coming out of the great tribulation. They have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.
Rev 7:15  "Therefore they are before the throne of God, and serve him day and night in his temple; and he who sits on the throne will shelter them with his presence.

Rev 7:16  They shall hunger no more, neither thirst anymore; the sun shall not strike them, nor any scorching heat.

Rev 7:17  For the Lamb in the midst of the throne will be their shepherd, and he will guide them to springs of living water, and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes."

REVELATION 8 TO 14
CHAPTER EIGHT

REVELATION 8V1-13
Rev 8:1  When the Lamb opened the seventh seal, there was silence in heaven for about half an hour.

Rev 8:2  Then I saw the seven angels who stand before God, and seven trumpets were given to them.

Rev 8:3  And another angel came and stood at the altar with a golden censer, and he was given much incense to offer with the prayers of all the saints on the golden altar before the throne,

Rev 8:4  and the smoke of the incense, with the prayers of the saints, rose before God from the hand of the angel.

Rev 8:5  Then the angel took the censer and filled it with fire from the altar and threw it on the earth, and there were peals of thunder, rumblings, flashes of lightning, and an earthquake.

Rev 8:6  Now the seven angels who had the seven trumpets prepared to blow them.

Rev 8:7  The first angel blew his trumpet, and there followed hail and fire, mixed with blood, and these were thrown upon the earth. And a third of the earth was burned up, and a third of the trees were burned up, and all green grass was burned up.

Rev 8:8  The second angel blew his trumpet, and something like a great mountain, burning with fire, was thrown into the sea, and a third of the sea became blood.

Rev 8:9  A third of the living creatures in the sea died, and a third of the ships were destroyed.

Rev 8:10  The third angel blew his trumpet, and a great star fell from heaven, blazing like a torch, and it fell on a third of the rivers and on the springs of water.

Rev 8:11  The name of the star is Wormwood. A third of the waters became wormwood, and many people died from the water, because it had been made bitter.

Rev 8:12  The fourth angel blew his trumpet, and a third of the sun was struck, and a third of the moon, and a third of the stars, so that a third of their light might be darkened, and a third of the day might be kept from shining, and likewise a third of the night.

Rev 8:13  Then I looked, and I heard an eagle crying with a loud voice as it flew directly overhead, "Woe, woe, woe to those who dwell on the earth, at the blasts of the other trumpets that the three angels are about to blow!"

CHAPTER NINE

REVELATION 9V1-10
Rev 9:1  And the fifth angel blew his trumpet, and I saw a star fallen from heaven to earth, and he was given the key to the shaft of the bottomless pit.

Rev 9:2  He opened the shaft of the bottomless pit, and from the shaft rose smoke like the smoke of a great furnace, and the sun and the air were darkened with the smoke from the shaft.

Rev 9:3  Then from the smoke came locusts on the earth, and they were given power like the power of scorpions of the earth.

Rev 9:4  They were told not to harm the grass of the earth or any green plant or any tree, but only those people who do not have the seal of God on their foreheads.

Rev 9:5  They were allowed to torment them for five months, but not to kill them, and their torment was like the torment of a scorpion when it stings someone.

Rev 9:6  And in those days people will seek death and will not find it. They will long to die, but death will flee from them.

Rev 9:7  In appearance the locusts were like horses prepared for battle: on their heads were what looked like crowns of gold; their faces were like human faces,

Rev 9:8  their hair like women's hair, and their teeth like lions' teeth;

Rev 9:9  they had breastplates like breastplates of iron, and the noise of their wings was like the noise of many chariots with horses rushing into battle.

Rev 9:10  They have tails and stings like scorpions, and their power to hurt people for five months is in their tails.

REVELATION 9V11-21
Rev 9:11  They have as king over them the angel of the bottomless pit. His name in Hebrew is Abaddon, and in Greek he is called Apollyon.

Rev 9:12  The first woe has passed; behold, two woes are still to come.

Rev 9:13  Then the sixth angel blew his trumpet, and I heard a voice from the four horns of the golden altar before God,

Rev 9:14  saying to the sixth angel who had the trumpet, "Release the four angels who are bound at the great river Euphrates."

Rev 9:15  So the four angels, who had been prepared for the hour, the day, the month, and the year, were released to kill a third of mankind.

Rev 9:16  The number of mounted troops was twice ten thousand times ten thousand; I heard their number.

Rev 9:17  And this is how I saw the horses in my vision and those who rode them: they wore breastplates the color of fire and of sapphire and of sulfur, and the heads of the horses were like lions' heads, and fire and smoke and sulfur came out of their mouths.

Rev 9:18  By these three plagues a third of mankind was killed, by the fire and smoke and sulfur coming out of their mouths.

Rev 9:19  For the power of the horses is in their mouths and in their tails, for their tails are like serpents with heads, and by means of them they wound.

Rev 9:20  The rest of mankind, who were not killed by these plagues, did not repent of the works of their hands nor give up worshiping demons and idols of gold and silver and bronze and stone and wood, which cannot see or hear or walk,

Rev 9:21  nor did they repent of their murders or their sorceries or their sexual immorality or their thefts.

CHAPTER TEN

REVELATION 10V1-11

Rev 10:1  Then I saw another mighty angel coming down from heaven, wrapped in a cloud, with a rainbow over his head, and his face was like the sun, and his legs like pillars of fire.

Rev 10:2  He had a little scroll open in his hand. And he set his right foot on the sea, and his left foot on the land,

Rev 10:3  and called out with a loud voice, like a lion roaring. When he called out, the seven thunders sounded.

Rev 10:4  And when the seven thunders had sounded, I was about to write, but I heard a voice from heaven saying, "Seal up what the seven thunders have said, and do not write it down."

Rev 10:5  And the angel whom I saw standing on the sea and on the land raised his right hand to heaven

Rev 10:6  and swore by him who lives forever and ever, who created heaven and what is in it, the earth and what is in it, and the sea and what is in it, that there would be no more delay,

Rev 10:7  but that in the days of the trumpet call to be sounded by the seventh angel, the mystery of God would be fulfilled, just as he announced to his servants the prophets.

See Witness Lee commentary /

Rev 10:8  Then the voice that I had heard from heaven spoke to me again, saying, "Go, take the scroll that is open in the hand of the angel who is standing on the sea and on the land."

Rev 10:9  So I went to the angel and told him to give me the little scroll. And he said to me, "Take and eat it; it will make your stomach bitter, but in your mouth it will be sweet as honey."

Rev 10:10  And I took the little scroll from the hand of the angel and ate it. It was sweet as honey in my mouth, but when I had eaten it my stomach was made bitter.

Rev 10:11  And I was told, "You must again prophesy about many peoples and nations and languages and kings."

CHAPTER ELEVEN

REVELATION 11V1-10
Rev 11:1  Then I was given a measuring rod like a staff, and I was told, "Rise and measure the temple of God and the altar and those who worship there,

Vgl. Esegiel /
Rev 11:2  but do not measure the court outside the temple; leave that out, for it is given over to the nations, and they will trample the holy city for forty-two months.

Rev 11:3  And I will grant authority to my two witnesses, and they will prophesy for 1,260 days, clothed in sackcloth."

These are the two olive trees and the two lampstands (related to the message of ZECHARIAH 4) which stand before the Lord of the earth. If anyone tries to harm them, fire issues from their mouths and consumes their enemies. Indeed, if anyone should try to hurt them, this is the way in which he will certainly meet his death. These (two) witnesses have power to shut up the sky and stop any rain from falling (as Elijah did, 1 KINGS 17:1) during the time of their preaching. Moreover, they have power to turn the waters into blood, and to strike the earth with any plague as often as they wish (as Moses did with the plagues of Egypt, EXODUS CHAPTERS 7-12). /
Rev 11:4  These are the two olive trees and the two lampstands that stand before the Lord of the earth.

Vgl. Sagaria...Josua en Serubbabel /
Rev 11:5  And if anyone would harm them, fire pours from their mouth and consumes their foes. If anyone would harm them, this is how he is doomed to be killed.

Rev 11:6  They have the power to shut the sky, that no rain may fall during the days of their prophesying, and they have power over the waters to turn them into blood and to strike the earth with every kind of plague, as often as they desire.

Rev 11:7  And when they have finished their testimony, the beast that rises from the bottomless pit will make war on them and conquer them and kill them,

Rev 11:8  and their dead bodies will lie in the street of the great city that symbolically is called Sodom and Egypt, where their Lord was crucified.

Rev 11:9  For three and a half days some from the peoples and tribes and languages and nations will gaze at their dead bodies and refuse to let them be placed in a tomb,

Rev 11:10  and those who dwell on the earth will rejoice over them and make merry and exchange presents, because these two prophets had been a torment to those who dwell on the earth.

REVELATION 10V11-19
Rev 11:11  But after the three and a half days a breath of life from God entered them, and they stood up on their feet, and great fear fell on those who saw them.

Rev 11:12  Then they heard a loud voice from heaven saying to them, "Come up here!" And they went up to heaven in a cloud, and their enemies watched them.

Rev 11:13  And at that hour there was a great earthquake, and a tenth of the city fell. Seven thousand people were killed in the earthquake, and the rest were terrified and gave glory to the God of heaven.

Rev 11:14  The second woe has passed; behold, the third woe is soon to come.

Rev 11:15  Then the seventh angel blew his trumpet, and there were loud voices in heaven, saying, "The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ, and he shall reign forever and ever."

1 Kor. 15v24 /
Rev 11:16  And the twenty-four elders who sit on their thrones before God fell on their faces and worshiped God,

Rev 11:17  saying, "We give thanks to you, Lord God Almighty, who is and who was, for you have taken your great power and begun to reign.

Rev 11:18  The nations raged, but your wrath came, and the time for the dead to be judged, and for rewarding your servants, the prophets and saints, and those who fear your name, both small and great, and for destroying the destroyers of the earth."

Rev 11:19  Then God's temple in heaven was opened, and the ark of his covenant was seen within his temple. There were flashes of lightning, rumblings, peals of thunder, an earthquake, and heavy hail.

CHAPTER TWELVE

REVELATION 12V1-8

Rev 12:1  And a great sign appeared in heaven: a woman clothed with the sun, with the moon under her feet, and on her head a crown of twelve stars.

Rev 12:2  She was pregnant and was crying out in birth pains and the agony of giving birth.

Rev 12:3  And another sign appeared in heaven: behold, a great red dragon, with seven heads and ten horns, and on his heads seven diadems.

Rev 12:4  His tail swept down a third of the stars of heaven and cast them to the earth. And the dragon stood before the woman who was about to give birth, so that when she bore her child he might devour it.

Rev 12:5  She gave birth to a male child, one who is to rule all the nations with a rod of iron, but her child was caught up to God and to his throne,

Ek dink die link tussen Psalm 2:9 en Openbaring 2:26-27 en 12:5 is belangrik.  Psalm 2:9 verwys obviously na Jesus, maar Openb. 2:26-27 na die overcomers.  So wie is dit dan wat heers? Miskien die overcomers wat saam met Jesus heers.  Dalk is dit die punt wat WL wil maak. Vergelyk dan ook Efes. 1:19-23.  [AT] /

Rev 12:6  and the woman fled into the wilderness, where she has a place prepared by God, in which she is to be nourished for 1,260 days.

Rev 12:7  Now war arose in heaven, Michael and his angels fighting against the dragon. And the dragon and his angels fought back,

Revelation 12:7 - The war broke out in Heaven. Michael (one of the seven archangels of Judaism; the Protector, Defender, or guardian angel of Israel, DANIEL 10:13,21; 12:1) and his angels battled with the dragon. / 
Rev 12:8  but he was defeated, and there was no longer any place for them in heaven.

REVELATION 12V9-17
Rev 12:9  And the great dragon was thrown down, that ancient serpent, who is called the devil and Satan, the deceiver of the whole world--he was thrown down to the earth, and his angels were thrown down with him.

Rev 12:10  And I heard a loud voice in heaven, saying, "Now the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ have come, for the accuser of our brothers has been thrown down, who accuses them day and night before our God.

Rev 12:11  And they have conquered him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony, for they loved not their lives even unto death.

Phil. 1v21 / 2 Cor. 4v13 for ‘their testimony’..see whole context of verse / Ek dink die link tussen Psalm 2:9 en Openbaring 2:26-27 en 12:5 is belangrik.  Psalm 2:9 verwys obviously na Jesus, maar Openb. 2:26-27 na die overcomers.  So wie is dit dan wat heers? Miskien die overcomers wat saam met Jesus heers.  Dalk is dit die punt wat WL wil maak. Vergelyk dan ook Efes. 1:19-23.  [AT] / Hand. 1v8...this testimony is connected with first love. (AT) / AT Link: Romans 8:37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. / Phil. 1v21 / 2 Cor. 4v13 for ‘their testimony’..see whole context of verse / Rev 12:11  Hulle het self die oorwinning oor hom behaal danksy die bloed van die Lam en die boodskap waarvan hulle getuig het; en hulle het nie hulle lewens so lief gehad dat hulle onwillig was om vir Hom te sterwe nie. / A completely new understanding: 'the blood of the Lamb' refers not only to the victory of Jesus, but also to the First Love created because of the sacrifice of Jesus (cf. Gal. 2v20c), 'the word of their testimony refers to the fact that the Christians refused to deny Jesus, and obviously then they did not love their lives even unto death. This makes even more sense in light of the fact that Revelation is the book of the martyrs and the victory of the Lamb. [AT] / 
Hulle het self die oorwinning oor hom behaal danksy die bloed van die Lam en die boodskap waarvan hulle getuig het; en hulle het nie hulle lewens so lief gehad dat hulle onwillig was om vir Hom te sterwe nie. / 
Rev 12:12  Therefore, rejoice, O heavens and you who dwell in them! But woe to you, O earth and sea, for the devil has come down to you in great wrath, because he knows that his time is short!"

Rev 12:13  And when the dragon saw that he had been thrown down to the earth, he pursued the woman who had given birth to the male child.

Rev 12:14  But the woman was given the two wings of the great eagle so that she might fly from the serpent into the wilderness, to the place where she is to be nourished for a time, and times, and half a time.

Rev 12:15  The serpent poured water like a river out of his mouth after the woman, to sweep her away with a flood.

Rev 12:16  But the earth came to the help of the woman, and the earth opened its mouth and swallowed the river that the dragon had poured from his mouth.

Rev 12:17  Then the dragon became furious with the woman and went off to make war on the rest of her offspring, on those who keep the commandments of God and hold to the testimony of Jesus. And he stood on the sand of the sea.

CHAPTER THIRTEEN

REVELATION 13V1-10
Rev 13:1  And I saw a beast rising out of the sea, with ten horns and seven heads, with ten diadems on its horns and blasphemous names on its heads.

Revelation 13:1-2a - Then, as I stood on the sand of the sea-shore, there rose out of the sea before my eyes an animal (the Beast from the Sea) with seven heads and ten horns. There were diadems upon its horns and blasphemous names upon its heads. The animal which I saw had the appearance of a leopard, though it had the feet of a bear and a mouth like the mouth of a lion (... the description derives from DANIEL 7:1-7). / There can be no mistaking the fact that Rev. 13:1-2 is a creative re-working of Daniel 7:1-7. (Sam Storms)/ 

Rev 13:2  And the beast that I saw was like a leopard; its feet were like a bear's, and its mouth was like a lion's mouth. And to it the dragon gave his power and his throne and great authority.

Rev 13:3  One of its heads seemed to have a mortal wound, but its mortal wound was healed, and the whole earth marveled as they followed the beast.

Rev 13:4  And they worshiped the dragon, for he had given his authority to the beast, and they worshiped the beast, saying, "Who is like the beast, and who can fight against it?"

Rev 13:5  And the beast was given a mouth uttering haughty and blasphemous words, and it was allowed to exercise authority for forty-two months.

Rev 13:6  It opened its mouth to utter blasphemies against God, blaspheming his name and his dwelling, that is, those who dwell in heaven.

Rev 13:7  Also it was allowed to make war on the saints and to conquer them. And authority was given it over every tribe and people and language and nation,

Let op....mag oor al die nasies. Skrikwekkend. /

Rev 13:8  and all who dwell on earth will worship it, everyone whose name has not been written before the foundation of the world in the book of life of the Lamb who was slain.

Op 13:8; 17:8 – Name geskryf in die boek van die lewe Die 1933/1953 Afrikaanse vertaling vertaal 13:8 soos volg: “En al die bewoners van die aarde sal hom aanbid, almal wie se name nie van die grondlegging van die wêreld af in die boek van die lewe van die Lam wat geslag is geskrywe is nie.” (vgl. 1983 Afrikaans, Statevertaling, RSV, Living, Good News)

Die NIV vertaal dit soos volg: “All inhabitants of the earth will worship the beast – all whose names have not been written in the book of life belonging to the Lamb that was slain from the creation of the world.”  (vgl. KJV, NKJV, Statevertaling, REB, ISV)
Die vraag is op watter bysin die gedeelte: “van die gronlegging van die wêreld” betrekking het – die name of die Lam?  Volgens die Grieks is beide moontlik.  Selfs Zerwick en Grosvenor (1988) kan nie kies nie:

1.    Die 1933 vertaling sou ooreenkom met Op 17:8 – wat minder problematies is om te vertaal: “wie se name nie van die grondlegging van die wêreld af in die boek van die lewe...”  Op 13:18 en Op 17:8 sal dan ooreenkom in betekenis.

2.    Die NIV vertaling sou egter in betekenis ooreenkom met 1 Pt 1:20!

Nogtans sal ek kies vir eersgenoemde vertaling, bloot omdat ek meen dat die Openbaringskrywer waarskynlik dieselfde betekenis in gedagte gehad het by beide gedeeltes (13:8 en 17:8). Die uitdrukking “grondlegging van die wêreld” () kom slegs 10 keer in die Nuwe Testament voor en is bepalend vir die verstaan van hierdie gedeelte.  Dit kom voor:

1.    met  + genitief: “voor die grondlegging van die wêreld”: Jh 17:24; Ef 1:4; 1 Pt 1:20.  Dit wat beskryf word, is voor die grondlegging van die wêreld afgehandel.  Dit is interessant om daarop te let dat op al drie plekke die persoon van Christus of die heilsgebeure in Christus ter sprake is.

2.    met  + genitief: “vanaf/sedert die grondlegging van die wêreld”: Mt 13:35; 25:34; Lk 11:50; Heb 4:3; 9:26; Op 13:8; 17:8.  Dit wat beskryf word, is steeds in die proses om te gebeur, maar het begin by die grondlegging van die wêreld.  Dit word grammatikaal goed geillustreer deur Lk 11:50; Heb 9:26.  Dit skakel dus die moontlikheid van predestinasie uit by Op 13:8 en 17:8.  Die name is dus nie klaar ingeskryf voor die grondlegging van die wêreld nie (soos wat onder meer die RSV, Good News verkeerdelik vertaal nie), maar dit het toe ’n aanvang geneem.  Vgl. die Engelse “since / ever since” (UBS woordeboek: Newman 1971; REB-vertaling van Op 13:8; 17:8). [PdT] ./

Rev 13:9  If anyone has an ear, let him hear:

Rev 13:10  If anyone is to be taken captive, to captivity he goes; if anyone is to be slain with the sword, with the sword must he be slain. Here is a call for the endurance and faith of the saints.

Faith and patience...Hebrews /
REVELATION 13V11-18
Rev 13:11  Then I saw another beast rising out of the earth. It had two horns like a lamb and it spoke like a dragon.

Rev 13:12  It exercises all the authority of the first beast in its presence, and makes the earth and its inhabitants worship the first beast, whose mortal wound was healed.

Rev 13:13  It performs great signs, even making fire come down from heaven to earth in front of people,

Rev 13:14  and by the signs that it is allowed to work in the presence of the beast it deceives those who dwell on earth, telling them to make an image for the beast that was wounded by the sword and yet lived.

Rev 13:15  And it was allowed to give breath to the image of the beast, so that the image of the beast might even speak and might cause those who would not worship the image of the beast to be slain.

Rev 13:16  Also it causes all, both small and great, both rich and poor, both free and slave, to be marked on the right hand or the forehead,

Rev 13:17  so that no one can buy or sell unless he has the mark, that is, the name of the beast or the number of its name.

Rev 13:18  This calls for wisdom: let the one who has understanding calculate the number of the beast, for it is the number of a man, and his number is 666.

Man seeking perfection through religion. [AT] / 
CHAPTER FOURTEEN

REVELATION 14V1-10
Rev 14:1  Then I looked, and behold, on Mount Zion stood the Lamb, and with him 144,000 who had his name and his Father's name written on their foreheads.
AT Link: Joh 17:26  I made known to them your name, and I will continue to make it known, that the love with which you have loved me may be in them, and I in them." / Our identity is in Christ and in the Father. [AT] / 

Rev 14:2  And I heard a voice from heaven like the roar of many waters and like the sound of loud thunder. The voice I heard was like the sound of harpists playing on their harps,

Rev 14:3  and they were singing a new song before the throne and before the four living creatures and before the elders. No one could learn that song except the 144,000 who had been redeemed from the earth.

Rev 14:4  It is these who have not defiled themselves with women, for they are virgins. It is these who follow the Lamb wherever he goes. These have been redeemed from mankind as firstfruits for God and the Lamb,

Rev 14:5  and in their mouth no lie was found, for they are blameless.
Jakobus 3 /
Rev 14:6  Then I saw another angel flying directly overhead, with an eternal gospel to proclaim to those who dwell on earth, to every nation and tribe and language and people.

Rev 14:7  And he said with a loud voice, "Fear God and give him glory, because the hour of his judgment has come, and worship him who made heaven and earth, the sea and the springs of water."

Rev 14:8  Another angel, a second, followed, saying, "Fallen, fallen is Babylon the great, she who made all nations drink the wine of the passion of her sexual immorality."

Rev 14:9  And another angel, a third, followed them, saying with a loud voice, "If anyone worships the beast and its image and receives a mark on his forehead or on his hand,

Rev 14:10  he also will drink the wine of God's wrath, poured full strength into the cup of his anger, and he will be tormented with fire and sulfur in the presence of the holy angels and in the presence of the Lamb.

REVELATION 14V11-20
Rev 14:11  And the smoke of their torment goes up forever and ever, and they have no rest, day or night, these worshipers of the beast and its image, and whoever receives the mark of its name."

Rev 14:12  Here is a call for the endurance of the saints, those who keep the commandments of God and their faith in Jesus.

Lydsaamheid, gebooie, geloof. Vgl. Heb. 11 /

Rev 14:13  And I heard a voice from heaven saying, "Write this: Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now on." "Blessed indeed," says the Spirit, "that they may rest from their labors, for their deeds follow them!"

Rev 14:14  Then I looked, and behold, a white cloud, and seated on the cloud one like a SON OF MAN, with a golden crown on his head, and a sharp sickle in his hand.

(DANIEL 7:13). /
Rev 14:15  And another angel came out of the temple, calling with a loud voice to him who sat on the cloud, "Put in your sickle, and reap, for the hour to reap has come, for the harvest of the earth is fully ripe."

Rev 14:16  So he who sat on the cloud swung his sickle across the earth, and the earth was reaped.

Rev 14:17  Then another angel came out of the temple in heaven, and he too had a sharp sickle.

Rev 14:18  And another angel came out from the altar, the angel who has authority over the fire, and he called with a loud voice to the one who had the sharp sickle, "Put in your sickle and gather the clusters from the vine of the earth, for its grapes are ripe."

Rev 14:19  So the angel swung his sickle across the earth and gathered the grape harvest of the earth and threw it into the great winepress of the wrath of God.

Rev 14:20  And the winepress was trodden outside the city, and blood flowed from the winepress, as high as a horse's bridle, for 1,600 stadia.
REVELATION 15 TO 22

CHAPTER FIFTEEN

REVELATION 15V1-8
Rev 15:1  Then I saw another sign in heaven, great and amazing, seven angels with seven plagues, which are the last, for with them the wrath of God is finished.

Rev 15:2  And I saw what appeared to be a sea of glass mingled with fire--and also those who had conquered the beast and its image and the number of its name, standing beside the sea of glass with harps of God in their hands.

Rev 15:3  And they sing the song of Moses, the servant of God, and the song of the Lamb, saying, "Great and amazing are your deeds, O Lord God the Almighty! Just and true are your ways, O King of the nations!

Rev 15:4  Who will not fear, O Lord, and glorify your name? For you alone are holy. All nations will come and worship you, for your righteous acts have been revealed."

Rev 15:5  After this I looked, and the sanctuary of the tent of witness in heaven was opened,

Rev 15:6  and out of the sanctuary came the seven angels with the seven plagues, clothed in pure, bright linen, with golden sashes around their chests.

Rev 15:7  And one of the four living creatures gave to the seven angels seven golden bowls full of the wrath of God who lives forever and ever,

Rev 15:8  and the sanctuary was filled with smoke from the glory of God and from his power, and no one could enter the sanctuary until the seven plagues of the seven angels were finished.

CHAPTER SIXTEEN

REVELATION 16V1-10
Rev 16:1  Then I heard a loud voice from the temple telling the seven angels, "Go and pour out on the earth the seven bowls of the wrath of God."

Now the Beast has appeared (Revelation 13), the Seven Bowls of wrath, unlike the the judgments of the Seven Seals and Seven Trumpets, are poured out on him and his followers, and with a far greater intensity and completeness. Some of the plagues are like those visited on Egypt by Moses before the Exodus: /
Rev 16:2  So the first angel went and poured out his bowl on the earth, and harmful and painful sores came upon the people who bore the mark of the beast and worshiped its image.

Rev 16:3  The second angel poured out his bowl into the sea, and it became like the blood of a corpse, and every living thing died that was in the sea.

Rev 16:4  The third angel poured out his bowl into the rivers and the springs of water, and they became blood.

Rev 16:5  And I heard the angel in charge of the waters say, "Just are you, O Holy One, who is and who was, for you brought these judgments.

Rev 16:6  For they have shed the blood of saints and prophets, and you have given them blood to drink. It is what they deserve!"

Rev 16:7  And I heard the altar saying, "Yes, Lord God the Almighty, true and just are your judgments!"

Rev 16:8  The fourth angel poured out his bowl on the sun, and it was allowed to scorch people with fire.

Rev 16:9  They were scorched by the fierce heat, and they cursed the name of God who had power over these plagues. They did not repent and give him glory.

Rev 16:10  The fifth angel poured out his bowl on the throne of the beast, and its kingdom was plunged into darkness. People gnawed their tongues in anguish

REVELATION 16V11-21
Rev 16:11  and cursed the God of heaven for their pain and sores. They did not repent of their deeds.

Rev 16:12  The sixth angel poured out his bowl on the great river Euphrates, and its water was dried up, to prepare the way for the kings from the east.

Rev 16:13  And I saw, coming out of the mouth of the dragon and out of the mouth of the beast and out of the mouth of the false prophet, three unclean spirits like frogs.

Rev 16:14  For they are demonic spirits, performing signs, who go abroad to the kings of the whole world, to assemble them for battle on the great day of God the Almighty.

Rev 16:15  ("Behold, I am coming like a thief! Blessed is the one who stays awake, keeping his garments on, that he may not go about naked and be seen exposed!")
Rev 16:16  And they assembled them at the place that in Hebrew is called Armageddon.

So they brought them together to the place called, in Hebrew, Armageddon (Har-Magedon, the "Mount" or "Mountain of Megiddo", an ancient city on the coastal road through Israel from Egypt to the North, the scene of many battles in Old Testament times and later, including 1918. It is used as a symbol of all battles and the final battle). /
Rev 16:17  The seventh angel poured out his bowl into the air, and a loud voice came out of the temple, from the throne, saying, "It is done!"

Rev 16:18  And there were flashes of lightning, rumblings, peals of thunder, and a great earthquake such as there had never been since man was on the earth, so great was that earthquake.

Rev 16:19  The great city was split into three parts, and the cities of the nations fell, and God remembered Babylon the great, to make her drain the cup of the wine of the fury of his wrath.

Rev 16:20  And every island fled away, and no mountains were to be found.

Rev 16:21  And great hailstones, about one hundred pounds each, fell from heaven on people; and they cursed God for the plague of the hail, because the plague was so severe.

CHAPTER SEVENTEEN

REVELATION 17V1-9
Rev 17:1  Then one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls came and said to me, "Come, I will show you the judgment of the great prostitute who is seated on many waters,

Rev 17:2  with whom the kings of the earth have committed sexual immorality, and with the wine of whose sexual immorality the dwellers on earth have become drunk."

Rev 17:3  And he carried me away in the Spirit into a wilderness, and I saw a woman sitting on a scarlet beast that was full of blasphemous names, and it had seven heads and ten horns.

Rev 17:4  The woman was arrayed in purple and scarlet, and adorned with gold and jewels and pearls, holding in her hand a golden cup full of abominations and the impurities of her sexual immorality.

See Nahum 3 and Isa. 47 for whole chapter. /

Rev 17:5  And on her forehead was written a name of mystery: "Babylon the great, mother of prostitutes and of earth's abominations."

Rev 17:6  And I saw the woman, drunk with the blood of the saints, the blood of the martyrs of Jesus. When I saw her, I marveled greatly.

Rev 17:7  But the angel said to me, "Why do you marvel? I will tell you the mystery of the woman, and of the beast with seven heads and ten horns that carries her.

Rev 17:8  The beast that you saw was, and is not, and is about to rise from the bottomless pit and go to destruction. And the dwellers on earth whose names have not been written in the book of life from the foundation of the world will marvel to see the beast, because it was and is not and is to come.

Rev 17:9  This calls for a mind with wisdom: the seven heads are seven mountains on which the woman is seated;

REVELATION 17V10-18
Rev 17:10  they are also seven kings, five of whom have fallen, one is, the other has not yet come, and when he does come he must remain only a little while.

Rev 17:11  As for the beast that was and is not, it is an eighth but it belongs to the seven, and it goes to destruction.

Rev 17:12  And the ten horns that you saw are ten kings who have not yet received royal power, but they are to receive authority as kings for one hour, together with the beast.

Rev 17:13  These are of one mind, and they hand over their power and authority to the beast.

Rev 17:14  They will make war on the Lamb, and the Lamb will conquer them, for he is Lord of lords and King of kings, and those with him are called and chosen and faithful."

Rev 17:15  And the angel said to me, "The waters that you saw, where the prostitute is seated, are peoples and multitudes and nations and languages.

Rev 17:16  And the ten horns that you saw, they and the beast will hate the prostitute. They will make her desolate and naked, and devour her flesh and burn her up with fire,

Rev 17:17  for God has put it into their hearts to carry out his purpose by being of one mind and handing over their royal power to the beast, until the words of God are fulfilled.

Rev 17:18  And the woman that you saw is the great city that has dominion over the kings of the earth."

CHAPTER EIGHTEEN

REVELATION 18V1-12

Rev 18:1  After this I saw another angel coming down from heaven, having great authority, and the earth was made bright with his glory.

Rev 18:2  And he called out with a mighty voice, "Fallen, fallen is Babylon the great! She has become a dwelling place for demons, a haunt for every unclean spirit, a haunt for every unclean bird, a haunt for every unclean and detestable beast.

Rev 18:3  For all nations have drunk the wine of the passion of her sexual immorality, and the kings of the earth have committed immorality with her, and the merchants of the earth have grown rich from the power of her luxurious living."

Rev 18:4  Then I heard another voice from heaven saying, "Come out of her, my people, lest you take part in her sins, lest you share in her plagues;

Rev 18:5  for her sins are heaped high as heaven, and God has remembered her iniquities.

Rev 18:6  Pay her back as she herself has paid back others, and repay her double for her deeds; mix a double portion for her in the cup she mixed.

Rev 18:7  As she glorified herself and lived in luxury, so give her a like measure of torment and mourning, since in her heart she says, 'I sit as a queen, I am no widow, and mourning I shall never see.'

Rev 18:8  For this reason her plagues will come in a single day, death and mourning and famine, and she will be burned up with fire; for mighty is the Lord God who has judged her."

Rev 18:9  And the kings of the earth, who committed sexual immorality and lived in luxury with her, will weep and wail over her when they see the smoke of her burning.

Rev 18:10  They will stand far off, in fear of her torment, and say, "Alas! Alas! You great city, you mighty city, Babylon! For in a single hour your judgment has come."

Rev 18:11  And the merchants of the earth weep and mourn for her, since no one buys their cargo anymore,

Rev 18:12  cargo of gold, silver, jewels, pearls, fine linen, purple cloth, silk, scarlet cloth, all kinds of scented wood, all kinds of articles of ivory, all kinds of articles of costly wood, bronze, iron and marble,

REVELATION 18V13-24
Rev 18:13  cinnamon, spice, incense, myrrh, frankincense, wine, oil, fine flour, wheat, cattle and sheep, horses and chariots, and slaves, that is, human souls.

Rev 18:14  "The fruit for which your soul longed has gone from you, and all your delicacies and your splendors are lost to you, never to be found again!"

Rev 18:15  The merchants of these wares, who gained wealth from her, will stand far off, in fear of her torment, weeping and mourning aloud,

Rev 18:16  "Alas, alas, for the great city that was clothed in fine linen, in purple and scarlet, adorned with gold, with jewels, and with pearls!

Rev 18:17  For in a single hour all this wealth has been laid waste." And all shipmasters and seafaring men, sailors and all whose trade is on the sea, stood far off

Rev 18:18  and cried out as they saw the smoke of her burning, "What city was like the great city?"

Rev 18:19  And they threw dust on their heads as they wept and mourned, crying out, "Alas, alas, for the great city where all who had ships at sea grew rich by her wealth! For in a single hour she has been laid waste.

Rev 18:20  Rejoice over her, O heaven, and you saints and apostles and prophets, for God has given judgment for you against her!"

Rev 18:21  Then a mighty angel took up a stone like a great millstone and threw it into the sea, saying, "So will Babylon the great city be thrown down with violence, and will be found no more;

Rev 18:22  and the sound of harpists and musicians, of flute players and trumpeters, will be heard in you no more, and a craftsman of any craft will be found in you no more, and the sound of the mill will be heard in you no more,

Rev 18:23  and the light of a lamp will shine in you no more, and the voice of bridegroom and bride will be heard in you no more, for your merchants were the great ones of the earth, and all nations were deceived by your sorcery.

Rev 18:24  And in her was found the blood of prophets and of saints, and of all who have been slain on earth."

CHAPTER NINETEEN

REVELATION 19V1-10
Rev 19:1  After this I heard what seemed to be the loud voice of a great multitude in heaven, crying out, "Hallelujah! Salvation and glory and power belong to our God,

Die Here uit een mond verheerlik: Rom. 16 /

Rev 19:2  for his judgments are true and just; for he has judged the great prostitute who corrupted the earth with her immorality, and has avenged on her the blood of his servants."

Rev 19:3  Once more they cried out, "Hallelujah! The smoke from her goes up forever and ever."

Rev 19:4  And the twenty-four elders and the four living creatures fell down and worshiped God who was seated on the throne, saying, "Amen. Hallelujah!"

Rev 19:5  And from the throne came a voice saying, "Praise our God, all you his servants, you who fear him, small and great."

Rev 19:6  Then I heard what seemed to be the voice of a great multitude, like the roar of many waters and like the sound of mighty peals of thunder, crying out, "Hallelujah! For the Lord our God the Almighty reigns.

Rev 19:7  Let us rejoice and exult and give him the glory, for the marriage of the Lamb has come, and his Bride has made herself ready;

Rev 19:8  it was granted her to clothe herself with fine linen, bright and pure"-- for the fine linen is the righteous deeds of the saints.

Rev 19:9  And the angel said to me, "Write this: Blessed are those who are invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb." And he said to me, "These are the true words of God."

Rev 19:10  Then I fell down at his feet to worship him, but he said to me, "You must not do that! I am a fellow servant with you and your brothers who hold to the testimony of Jesus. Worship God." For the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.

Cf. 2 Peter 1v19 and 2 Cor. 5v16. This is a most important verse. /  The hearing of the Word of Christ ('testimony of Jesus') switches on the human spirit (Prov. 20v27) and leads to especially prophecy (amongst other things spontaneous speaking of the glories of Christ and the gospel.  Cf. Luke 1 (the prophecies in that chpt) and 3v16. It is clear from the marvelous testimonies in Luke 1 that there is a very close link between the revelation of Christ and the spontaneous ministry of the Holy Spirit, leading to prophecy and praise. When spontaneous prophecy (we need to widen our understanding of prophecy to include the speaking of the Word of Christ from the spirit...Col. 3v16) and praise stop we must know that we have lost our pure focus on Christ (2 Cor. 11v3). [AT] / It is the truth concerning Jesus that inspires all prophecy. (Knox) The prophetic word is given to point us to Jesus. Everything the Holy Spirit would speak, reveal, teach, and show us is towards this same end, which is CHRIST.  We do not need to mull over every dream, vision, word, or prophecy, trying to exegete its hidden meaning, struggling to extract some spiritual significance where none exists. If what we see and hear does not point us to Jesus then it is not prophetic and should be discarded. This simple test will keep us from distraction. [Brogden] / “

REVELATION 19V11-21
Rev 19:11  Then I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse! The one sitting on it is called Faithful and True, and in righteousness he judges and makes war.

Rev 19:12  His eyes are like a flame of fire, and on his head are many diadems, and he has a name written that no one knows but himself.

Rev 19:13  He is clothed in a robe dipped in blood, and the name by which he is called is The Word of God.

Rev 19:14  And the armies of heaven, arrayed in fine linen, white and pure, were following him on white horses.

Rev 19:15  From his mouth comes a sharp sword with which to strike down the nations, and HE WILL RULE THEM WITH A ROD OF IRON. He will tread the winepress of the fury of the wrath of God the Almighty.

(PSALM 2:9) /
Rev 19:16  On his robe and on his thigh he has a name written, King of kings and Lord of lords.

Rev 19:17  Then I saw an angel standing in the sun, and with a loud voice he called to all the birds that fly directly overhead, "Come, gather for the great supper of God,

IN die son? /
Rev 19:18  to eat the flesh of kings, the flesh of captains, the flesh of mighty men, the flesh of horses and their riders, and the flesh of all men, both free and slave, both small and great."

Rev 19:19  And I saw the beast and the kings of the earth with their armies gathered to make war against him who was sitting on the horse and against his army.

Rev 19:20  And the beast was captured, and with it the false prophet who in its presence had done the signs by which he deceived those who had received the mark of the beast and those who worshiped its image. These two were thrown alive into the lake of fire that burns with sulfur.

Rev 19:21  And the rest were slain by the sword that came from the mouth of him who was sitting on the horse, and all the birds were gorged with their flesh.

CHAPTER TWENTY

REVELATION 20V1-6
READ Isaiah 65, Zechariah 14 and Psalm 72 for Context. / 
Rev 20:1  Then I saw an angel coming down from heaven, holding in his hand the key to the bottomless pit and a great chain.

Rev 20:2  And he seized the dragon, that ancient serpent, who is the devil and Satan, and bound him for a thousand years,

Rev 20:3  and threw him into the pit, and shut it and sealed it over him, so that he might not deceive the nations any longer, until the thousand years were ended. After that he must be released for a little while.

2 Thes. 2v6 /
Rev 20:4  Then I saw thrones, and seated on them were those to whom the authority to judge was committed. Also I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded for the testimony of Jesus and for the word of God, and those who had not worshiped the beast or its image and had not received its mark on their foreheads or their hands. They came to life and reigned with Christ for a thousand years.

Rev 20:5  The rest of the dead did not come to life until the thousand years were ended. This is the first resurrection.

Or, best. The first resurrection is the best one. It is not only the resurrection of life (John 5:29; 1 Cor. 15:23b; 1 Thes. 4:16) but also the resurrection of reward (Luke 14:14), the out-resurrection, i.e., the outstanding resurrection, which the apostle Paul sought (Phil. 3:11), the resurrection of kingship as a reward to the overcomers, which enables them to reign as co-kings with Christ in the millennial kingdom (vv. 4, 6). Hence, blessed is he who has part in the first resurrection (v. 6). [Lee] / 
Rev 20:6  Blessed and holy is the one who shares in the first resurrection! Over such the second death has no power, but they will be priests of God and of Christ, and they will reign with him for a thousand years.

REVELATION 20V7-15
Rev 20:7  And when the thousand years are ended, Satan will be released from his prison

Revelation 20:7-9 - Then, when the thousand years are over, Satan will be released from his prison, and will set out to deceive the nations in the four corners of the earth, Gog and Magog ( ... representing all who oppose God in the last great battle by Satan at the end of time, EZEKIEL 38), and to lead them into battle. They will be as numerous as the sand of the seashore. /
Rev 20:8  and will come out to deceive the nations that are at the four corners of the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them for battle; their number is like the sand of the sea.

Rev 20:9  And they marched up over the broad plain of the earth and surrounded the camp of the saints and the beloved city, but fire came down from heaven and consumed them,

Rev 20:10  and the devil who had deceived them was thrown into the lake of fire and sulfur where the beast and the false prophet were, and they will be tormented day and night forever and ever.

Rev 20:11  Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. From his presence earth and sky fled away, and no place was found for them.

Rev 20:12  And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books were opened. Then another book was opened, which is the book of life. And the dead were judged by what was written in the books, according to what they had done.

Rev 20:13  And the sea gave up the dead who were in it, Death and Hades gave up the dead who were in them, and they were judged, each one of them, according to what they had done.

Rev 20:14  Then Death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death, the lake of fire.

Rev 20:15  And if anyone's name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.

CHAPTER TWENTY ONE

REVELATION 21V1-14
Rev 21:1  Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea was no more.

Rev 21:2  And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.

Rev 21:3  And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, "Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God himself will be with them as their God.

Eph. 2v19-22; 2 Cor. 6v16 /

Rev 21:4  He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed away."

Rev 21:5  And he who was seated on the throne said, "Behold, I am making all things new." Also he said, "Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true."

Rev 21:6  And he said to me, "It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give from the spring of the water of life without payment.

Rev 21:7  The one who conquers will have this heritage, and I will be his God and he will be my son.

2 Kor. 6 se laaste verse ./ oorwin...openb 2 en 3 /
Rev 21:8  But as for the cowardly, the faithless, the detestable, as for murderers, the sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars, their portion will be in the lake that burns with fire and sulfur, which is the second death."

Rev 21:9  Then came one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls full of the seven last plagues and spoke to me, saying, "Come, I will show you the Bride, the wife of the Lamb."

Rev 21:10  And he carried me away in the Spirit to a great, high mountain, and showed me the holy city Jerusalem coming down out of heaven from God,

Rev 21:11  having the glory of God, its radiance like a most rare jewel, like a jasper, clear as crystal.

Rev 21:12  It had a great, high wall, with twelve gates, and at the gates twelve angels, and on the gates the names of the twelve tribes of the sons of Israel were inscribed--

Rev 21:13  on the east three gates, on the north three gates, on the south three gates, and on the west three gates.

Rev 21:14  And the wall of the city had twelve foundations, and on them were the twelve names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb.

REVELATION 21V15-26
Rev 21:15  And the one who spoke with me had a measuring rod of gold to measure the city and its gates and walls.

Rev 21:16  The city lies foursquare, its length the same as its width. And he measured the city with his rod, 12,000 stadia. Its length and width and height are equal.

Rev 21:17  He also measured its wall, 144 cubits by human measurement, which is also an angel's measurement.

Rev 21:18  The wall was built of jasper, while the city was pure gold, clear as glass.

Rev 21:19  The foundations of the wall of the city were adorned with every kind of jewel. The first was jasper, the second sapphire, the third agate, the fourth emerald,

Rev 21:20  the fifth onyx, the sixth carnelian, the seventh chrysolite, the eighth beryl, the ninth topaz, the tenth chrysoprase, the eleventh jacinth, the twelfth amethyst.

Rev 21:21  And the twelve gates were twelve pearls, each of the gates made of a single pearl, and the street of the city was pure gold, transparent as glass.

Rev 21:22  And I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb.

M /He is our temple, and we are His temple (Eph. 2v19-22). / 

Rev 21:23  And the city has no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for the glory of God gives it light, and its lamp is the Lamb.

Rev 21:24  By its light will the nations walk, and the kings of the earth will bring their glory into it,

Rev 21:25  and its gates will never be shut by day--and there will be no night there.

Rev 21:26  They will bring into it the glory and the honor of the nations.

Rev 21:27  But nothing unclean will ever enter it, nor anyone who does what is detestable or false, but only those who are written in the Lamb's book of life.

CHAPTER TWENTY TWO

REVELATION 22V1-10
Rev 22:1  Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb

THE GARDEN OF EDEN RESTORED Revelation 22:1-2 - Then he (the angel) showed me the river (suggesting the river of the Garden of Eden, Genesis 2:10) of the water of life, sparkling like crystal as it flowed from the throne of God and of the Lamb. In the middle of the street of the city and on either bank of the river grew the tree of life (no longer denied to mankind as it was so long before to Adam in Genesis 3:22-24), bearing twelve fruits, a different kind for each month. The leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations. /

Rev 22:2  through the middle of the street of the city; also, on either side of the river, the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, yielding its fruit each month. The leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations.

Rev 22:3  No longer will there be anything accursed, but the throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, and his servants will worship him.

Rev 22:4  They will see his face, and his name will be on their foreheads.

Rev 22:5  And night will be no more. They will need no light of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be their light, and they will reign forever and ever.

Rev 22:6  And he said to me, "These words are trustworthy and true. And the Lord, the God of the spirits of the prophets, has sent his angel to show his servants what must soon take place."

Rev 22:7  "And behold, I am coming soon. Blessed is the one who keeps the words of the prophecy of this book."
Rev 22:8  I, John, am the one who heard and saw these things. And when I heard and saw them, I fell down to worship at the feet of the angel who showed them to me,

Rev 22:9  but he said to me, "You must not do that! I am a fellow servant with you and your brothers the prophets, and with those who keep the words of this book. Worship God."

Rev 22:10  And he said to me, "Do not seal up the words of the prophecy of this book, for the time is near.

REVELATION 22V11-21
Rev 22:11  Let the evildoer still do evil, and the filthy still be filthy, and the righteous still do right, and the holy still be holy."

Rev 22:12  "Behold, I am coming soon, bringing my recompense with me, to repay everyone for what he has done.
Rev 22:13  I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end."
Rev 22:14  Blessed are those who wash their robes, so that they may have the right to the tree of life and that they may enter the city by the gates.

Rev 22:15  Outside are the dogs and sorcerers and the sexually immoral and murderers and idolaters, and everyone who loves and practices falsehood.

Rev 22:16  "I, Jesus, have sent my angel to testify to you about these things for the churches. I am the root and the descendant of David, the bright morning star."
Rev 22:17  The Spirit and the Bride say, "Come." And let the one who hears say, "Come." And let the one who is thirsty come; let the one who desires take the water of life without price.

JY WORD GENOOI Het jy al geantwoord op God se uitnodiging?  Hier is dit: “O Almal wat dors het, kom na die waters; en wie geen geld het nie, kom, koop en eet; ja, kom, koop sonder geld en sonder prys, wyn en melk!”  Jesaja 55:1  “En die Gees en die bruid sê: Kom! En laat hom wat hoor, sê: Kom! En laat hom wat dors het, kom; en laat hom wat wil, die water van die lewe neem, verniet.”  Openbaring 22:17   Daar is geen plaasvervanger vir geestelike dors nie.  Net die wat werklik dors na God sal wegdraai van die besoedelde fonteine van die wêreld en drink uit die onuitputlike fontein van verlossing.  Tog staan die uitnodiging regdeur die Bybel en nooi God die gevalle mensdom om hulle dorstige siele te kom verkwik by die heerlike waters wat Hy beskikbaar maak.  Hierdie waters is natuurlik niks anders nie as verlossing en versadiging in Jesus.  Die “kinders van Korag” roep uit in Psalm 42 vers 2 “soos ‘n hert wat smag na waterstrome, so smag my siel na U, o God!”  Dit is so betekenisvol dat hierdie Goddelike uitnodiging ook reg aan die einde van die Bybel weer gerig word tot die “wat dors het” en die “wat wil”.  Daar is vandag soveel “fonteine” in die wêreld wat belowe om die mens se dors te les, maar niks en niemand anders as Jesus kan ons geestelike dors les nie.  Dissipels van Jesus is per definisie mense wat “water skep met vreugde uit die fonteine van heil” (Jes. 12:3).  Maar is ons nog dors vir die teenwoordigheid en die Persoon van Jesus, of het ons tevrede geraak met die leë beloftes van alternatiewe bronne van bevrediging? [AT] / 
Rev 22:18  I warn everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: if anyone adds to them, God will add to him the plagues described in this book,

Rev 22:19  and if anyone takes away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God will take away his share in the tree of life and in the holy city, which are described in this book.

Rev 22:20  He who testifies to these things says, "Surely I am coming soon." Amen. Come, Lord Jesus!

Rev 22:21  The grace of the Lord Jesus be with all. Amen.

